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Chapter 1

"The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account

of sex."

Nineteenth Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Introduction

Woman suffrage was a standing qdestion before both the territorial
and state legislatures of South Dakota for nearly fifty years. As
early as 1872 the territorial legislature came within one vote of
enfranchising women. The Honorable G. C. Moody, chairman of the
territorial committee dealing with the legislation, cast the deciding
vote.l Although he later became a champion of suffrage, his vote set
the stage for one of the state's longest political struggles. (Susan
B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Matilda Joselyn Gage, History of

Woman Suffrage, give his initials as W. W. Moody on page 662.)

Fourteen years later, in 1886, the territorial legislature did
pass a suffrage bill, but it was vetoed by Territorial Governor
Gilbert A. Pierce.? A Chicago newspaper editor who had been appointed
governor by President Chester Arthur and who was new to the territory,
Pierce explained his objection to the bill by saying that if the
United States Congress thought woman suffrage was wise, Congress had
the power to establish suffrage-—-not the territories.3 The effort to

carry the bill over the governor's veto failed.



There the matter rested until South Dakota was granted statehood
in November 1889. The new constitution, ratified in 1885, contained
no suffrage plank. It did, however, contain a provision that '"the
Legislature should at its first session after admission of the State
into the Union submit to a vote of the electors at the next general
election, the question of whether the word 'male' should be stricken
from the article of the constitution relating to elections and the
right of suffrage."4

That provision prompted a series of seven formal campaigns to
secure the vote for women-—an issue not put aside until full voting
rights were granted in 1918 with the passage of Amendment E, the
Citizenship Amendment. That améndment gave women the right to vote,
although it excluded the foreign-born. (The suffrage amendment became
known as Amendment E because of its position as fifth of twelve
amendments on the November ballot.)

To enfranchise women, suffragists tried three strategies:
enfranchisement through territorial legislation, enfranchisement by
adding a woman suffrage plank to the original state constitution and
enfranchisement by adding a woman suffrage amendment to the state
constitution. The first method had to be discarded when South Dakota
was admitted to the Union, the second, when the Constitutional
Convention's document was adopted by the state's voters without a
suffrage plank.

Six campaigns were tried before a suffrage amendment was finally

added to the state's constitution. To amend, suffragists had to



obtain the approval of both houses and receive a majority vote of the
state's electorate. For a time, in 1903-1904, it appeared a new
strategy might work. The state legislature had adopted initiative and
referendum, which gave citizens the right to propose legislation by
petition and required that such legislation be submitted to a direct
popular vote without action by the legislature. An attempt by
suffragists to take advantage of initiative and referendum failed
when the Secretary of State ruled that the initiative clause applied
only to proposals of laws, not amendments. Thus the only option
remainihg was for suffragists to campaign for an amendment to the
state constitution. Although Congress had the power to enact
national legislation, it had no inclination to do so until 1917-1918.
Passage was held up while southern legislators argued against suffrage
for colored women.

This thesis will examine coverage by selected newspapers of the
first and last campaigns to secure the vote for women in South Dakota

--1889-1890 and 1917-1918.

The National Movement

The suffrage movement in South Dakota was an outgrowth of the
national movement. Begun in the East, the push for suffrage followed

the pioneers west. The Revolution, a weekly suffrage newspaper

published from 1868 to 1872 in New York City, listed 1848 as the
birth date of the suffrage movement in the United States.? In July

of that year, some 300 people, including 40 men, met in Seneca Falls,



N.Y., at what became known as the Seneca Falls or Woman's Rights
Convention, to discuss ''the social, civil and religious rights of
women."6 The idea for the convention grew out of the refusal of the
World Anti-Slavery Convention, meeting in London in 1840, to seat
nine American women. Eight years later, two of the rejected women
—-Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton--met again in Seneca Falls
and organized the convention which launched the suffrage movement.’

Stanton gave the convention's opening address, during which she
read a Declaration of Sentiments:

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for
one portion of the family of man to assume among the people

of the earth a position different from what they have hitherto
occupied. . . We hold these truths to be self-evident; that

all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure
these rights, governments are instituted, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed.

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries
on the part of man towards woman; having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this,
let facts be admitted to a candid world.

He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable
right to the elective franchise.

He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation
of which she had no voice.

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the
most ignorant and degraded men--both natives and foreigners.

Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen,
the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without repre-
sentation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her
on all sides. . .8

Stanton went on to discuss the plight of women. Married women
were civilly dead; single women were taxed without representation.
They were deprived of the ballot, of rights of property, of the right

to their persons, and of rights over their children. Women were



deprived of educational and occupational opportunities and were
subjected to a double standard of morality and to the assumption of
the basic superiority of men. 9

The first issue of The Revolution claimed women were cataloged,

in state constitutions, with idiots, lunatics, criminals and paupers.10
Suffragists set out to change this assessment.

The early actions of women for enfranchisement fell into two
main categories, legal and political, but by the end of the 1880s,
women had abandoned the first in favor of the second. The attempt to
gain suffrage through legal action lost strength because of events
outside of South Dakota. St. Louis lawyer Francis Minor, whose wife
Virginia was president of the Miésouri Woman Suffrage Association,
had argued that although the Constitution left qualifications of
electors to the states, it did not give states the right to deprive
citizens of the vote. 1In 1872, the Minors filed suit against St.
Louis registrar Reese Happersett, who refused to let Virginia Minor
register to vote. The case, Minor vs. Happersett (88 US 162), was
appealed to the Supreme Court in October 1874. That court's unan-
imous decision upheld the lower court against the Minors.1ll The
court decision ended the question of the constitutional legality of
disenfranchisement.

Women then directed their efforts toward politics and change
through legislation. Their first participation in politics--staging
demonstrations and signing petitions--was unsuccessful. A committee

from the franchise department of the Woman's Christian Temperance



Union (WCTU) appeared before the 1887 territorial legislature of
South Dakota with hundreds of petitions signed by men and women, but
the petitions had little influence when the suffrage plank came up
for vote. A group of women also attended the 1890 Republican party
convention in Mitchell, carrying petitions. They were refused seats
on the floor of the convention, although an Indian delegation was
welcomed.

Women in other states experienced the same indifference to
demonstrations and petitions. To counteract the indifference, they
organized state committees to educate the public and influence opinion,
working for enfranchisement state-by-state and for an amendment to
the federal constitution.

Early suffragists admitted their cause was not championed by
all women. The abuse heaped on them came not only from men, but
also from women-—and there were many--who had no desire to leave
the protective arms of their fathers, husbands or brothers.12

Nor was the cause popular with many of the social institutions

of the day. A pamphlet of speeches, entitled Woman Suffrage and

written by Catholic priest J. P. Machebeuf, reflected at least one

priest's stand.on suffrage.

The class of women wanting suffrage are battalions of old
maids disappointed in love--women separated from their husbands
or divorced by men from their sacred obligations--women who,
though married, wish to hold the reins of the family govern-
ment, for there never was a woman happy in her home who wished
for female suffrage.13

Although the Papacy never committed itself on the issue of women and

the vote, Cardinal Gibbons sent an endorsement to the National



Anti-Suffrage Convention in Washington, D.C., in 1916.14

The main sources of opposition varied from one part of the
country to the other. In the South, the opposition feared the Negro
vote and the overthrow of "Jim Crow' restrictions, like the poll tax,
which disenfranchised blacks. In the Midwest, most of the opposition
stemmed from the brewing interests and the foreign-born. In the East
that opposition came from industrial and business sources.l5

Brewers' associations rarely kept minutes or financial records.
But their anonymity was punctured in 1918 by a Senate Judiciary
Committee investigating charges of propaganda by brewers in Bolshevik
and German interests during World War I. Long-standing suffragist
complaints against the brewers Qere documented when the files of
Percy Andreae, mastermind of brewers' publicity, were subpeoned.
The minutes of a brewers' strategy conference on October 13, 1913,
revealed their role in more than one South Dakota campaign.

So far. . . we have defeated woman's suffrage at three

different times, and I want to say that this association,

the U.S. Brewer's Association, through the efforts of cne

gentleman, Mr. Edward Dietrich, has been able to cope with

it, and he has always been fortunate in winning.l6

It is more difficult to pinpoint other elements of opposition to
woman suffrage. Easiest to identify, after the liquor interests,
were the political machines, whose weight was invariably thrown
against suffrage until Tammany Hall gave up in 1917. The machines
were uncertain of their ability to control an addition to the

electorate which seemed to them relatively unsusceptible to bribery,

more militant and bent on reform, from better sewage controls to



abolition of child labor and cleaning up politics.17
Other business interests were the most difficult to link with
opposition to suffrage. Not a word of protest against woman suffrage

is to be found in the pages of the Wall Street Journal or proceedings

of the annual conventions of the National Association of Manufacturers
and the United States Chamber of Commerce. There was no nationwide
mobilization of Big Business against suffrage, but railroad, oil
and general manufacturing lobbies were often present and active
whenever suffrage was up for legislative action.l18

After national suffrage was won, Carrie Chapman Catt computed
the amount of human effort involved.

To get the word 'male' in effect out of the Constitution

cost the women of the country 52 years of pauseless campaign.

« « . During that time they were forced to conduct 56 cam-

paigns of referenda to male voters; 480 campaigns to get

legislatures to submit suffrage amendments to voters; 47

campaigns to get state constitutional conventions to write

woman suffrage into state constitutions; 277 campaigns to get

state party conventions to include woman suffrage planks; 30

campaigns to get presidential party conventions to adopt woman

suffrage planks in party Elatforms; and 19 campaigns with

19 successive Congresses. 9

Campaigns in South Dakota followed much the same format as
elsewhere. All were conducted with very little money. The main
burden was carried by a small group of workers that included a few
male supporters. Whatever favorable conditions existed at the
beginning of each campaign--promises of support from major parties
or commitments from large newspapers--usually evaporated long before

election day. In addition, the liquor industry stood as a major

source of opposition, since suffrage was closely linked with the



temperance movement nationwide.20

The movement was ridiculed by many segments of society, including
the press. Some newspapers did support the movement with reviews of
suffrage speeches, favorable editorials and lengthy news coverage of
suffrage activities. Other newspaper coverage was less than favorable.
Most South Dakota newspapers gave news and editorial coverage to the
suffrage movement, but a bibliographic review has disclosed only one
piece of published research on coverage of the suffrage movement
by editors and newspapers in the state.

A master's thesis by Dorinda Riessen Reed was published in 1958
by the University of South Dakota's Governmental Research Bureau
as Report No. 41 and again in 1975 as the Commission on the Status
of Women's Heritage of South Dakota Women Project. Although Reed
quotes newspaper articles, references are scattered and taken from
only a few state newspapers.

This paper will examine newspaper coverage in nine communities
in the state--from the political party nominating conventions in
early summer to election day in November--for the first and last
suffrage campaigns. One would expect to find the greatest difference
in news coverage between the first campaign in 1889-1890 and the
last, which ended with ratification of Amendment E in 1917-1918.

To be examined will be editorial pages, news coverage on both the
front and inside pages, cartoons and caricatures, speech and meeting
coverage, women's columns and letters-to-the-editor.

These newspapers should reveal issues within the suffrage
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movement, community support for suffrage and individuals most vocal
in the support of suffrage. An examination should also provide a
key to the politics of the movement, the sources of support for the
movement among newspapers and editors and changes in that support
through the years.

Ten newspapers from nine cities have been selected. The criteria

used for selection includes:

—--published in leading communities in the state, communities
which hosted political or suffrage conventions and lecture
tours.

—-published during both the first and last suffrage campaigns
(from 1889 through 1918).

——available on microfilm.
Preference was given to newspapers still in publication. The re-

searcher read every available issue of the newspapers from June 1

to November 7 during the two campaign years.

Cities and Newspapers to be Included in the Study

Date of Frequency of
City Newspaper Publication _ Publication
Aberdeen Aberdeen Daily News 1885-1940 Daily
Aberdeen Saturday Pioneer News 1881-1891 Weekly
Deadwood Deadwood Daily Pioneer-Times 1876- Daily
Huron Daily Huronite 1880-1944 Daily
Madison Madison Sentinel 1879-1938 Weekly,

Semiweekly

Pierre Pierre Capital-Journal 1888- Daily
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Date of Frequency of
City Newspaper Publication Publication
Rapid City Rapid City Daily Journal 1878- Daily
Sioux Falls Sioux Falls Argus-Leader 1881- Daily
Watertown Watertown Public Opinion 1887- Daily
Yankton Yankton Press and Dakotan 1861- Daily

The Saturday Pioneer News has been included in the study because

of the newspaper editor's relationship to a leading national suffragist.
L. Frank Baum was the son-in-law of Matilda Joselyn Gage, a woman
active in the national movement who spent much of her time campaigning
in South Dakota. The newspaper is included even though it was not
published during the 1918 campaign.

Only two cities and newspapers west of the Missouri River are
included in the study. Most of the state's population had settled
in the eastern end of the state in the 1880s; the Black Hills region,
in the western end of the state, was not ceded to the United States
by Indian treaty until 1877. Few communities existed outside the
Black Hills region at the time of the treaty.

It would be impossible to research and report on the newspaper
coverage of the campaigns without an understanding of the newspapers
themselves and their histories. Much of this section of the thesis
is summarized from "Printing in South Dakota During the Territorial
Period, with a Check List of Newspapers and Periodicals from the

Beginning Through 1889,'" a master's thesis written by Ruth E. Bergman



in 1929 at the University of Illinois. Early circulation figures

for the newspapers are not available.

Aberdeen Daily News

The only territorial newspaper in Aberdeen still printed today,
the News began weekly publication in 1885 and daily publication in
1886. Early owners were Starling and Torrey and George Schlosser.
Schlosser came into control during the summer of 1889. The Aberdeen
Daily News was a Republican newspaper, and the editor found little
to praise in the Independent party. Although not an outspoken
opponent of suffrage, he proposed that the matter be handled through
legislation which could be 'tried for a few years to see how it

would work and repealed in case the result was not satisfactory."?2l

Saturday Pioneer News

One of the first papers published in Aberdeen, the Dakota
Pioneer appeared August 4, 188l. Editor John H. Drake printed the
first issue in a building without a roof. In 1890 the name was

changed to the Saturday Pioneer and was advertised as '"the largest

and most popular family weekly in South Dakota.'" L. Frank Baum,

the author of The Wizard of Oz in 1900, became editor in 1890. He

was the son-in-law of Matilda Joselyn Gage, a leading figure in the
national suffrage movement. Baum consistently supported suffrage,
a stand which other Aberdeen newspapers ridiculed. The Aberdeen

Daily News referred to the Saturday Pioneer News as a "paper of
1n22

boarding house gossip and tittle tattle.



Deadwood Daily Pioneer-Times

The first actual printing done in the Black Hills was done in

Custer. The first half-sheet of the Black Hills Weekly Pioneer

came off the press in May 1876, almost four months before the treaty
ceding the Black Hills to the United States was signed by the
Indians and almost nine months before the treaty was approved by
Congress. The paper's owners, W. A. Laughlin and A. W. Merrick,
followed gold prospectors to Deadwood and began publication there
June 8, 1876. Their offices were in an unfinished cabin with a
leaky roof and an earthen floor. The press was kept in a tent on
the hillside above the cabin, where it was better protected. The
paper was a huge financial success, probably because it contained
information on mines and new gold discoveries; thousands of copies
were sold each week. It was one of the few papers of territorial
times which sold subscriptions outside its normal coverage area.

The Weekly Pioneer moved to daily publication May 16, 1877. 1In

the next twenty years, its management changed at least fifteen times.

On December 1, 1887, the name was changed to the Deadwood Pioneer.

It merged in 1897 with the Deadwood (Black Hills) Daily Times,

established in 1877, and became the Deadwood Daily Pioneer-Times.

The newspaper, owned and edited by Willis H. Bonham, was not pro-
suffrage even though Bonham's wife Mary was active in the local
movement. The newspaper rarely printed anti-suffrage articles of
its own but did reprint anti-suffrage editorials from area news-

papers. A Republican paper, it differed with the party on the matter

~
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of original package and liquor licensing. It was opposed to con-
stitutional prohibition, a traditional Republican stand. According

to the Rapid City Daily Journal, the newspaper was Republican "when

it pays to be.'23

Daily Huronite

The Huron Tribune began publication June 2, 1880, under the

direction of Shannon and Hopp. In 1882 the name was changed to the
Huronite. It had numerous owners during the 1880s although the
names Davis, Shannon and Longstaff reappear several times. Shannon

and Longstaff were in charge in 1890. The Daily Huronite started as

a weekly but began daily publication about 1885. The Daily Huronite

published few articles that were not related to the location of
the capital, an issue resolved by the November 1890 election. Entire
newspapers were devoted to the advantages of locating the state's

capital in Huron, but suffrage received little mention.

Madison Sentinel

The first issue of the Sentinel, first newspaper in Lake County,
was printed in Madison in April 1879. After changing ownership
several times, the paper was sold to Frank L. Mease. He continued
as editor from November 1, 1886, until his death in the 1930s. A
Republican paper, it was one of the few papers in South Dakota solidly
behind the suffrage movement. Mease and his wife Nora were active
members of the First Methodist Church in Madison and friends of the

Reverend C. E. and Rebecca Hager. It was probably through this
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association that Mease developed a favorable stand on suffrage. Both
Hagers were officers in the Lake County Equal Suffrage Association in -

the 1890s.

Pierre Capital-Journal

The first newspaper published in Pierre proper was the Dakota
Journal, established in the fall of 1880 by the Dyke brothers. The
paper changed its name to the Journal about 1888. The Capital, a
daily paper, appeared about the same time. The two merged some
months later. The Journal was a Republican paper; the Capital was
a Republican paper with strong leanings towards the Democratic party.

As one newspaper, the Capital-Journal was Republican with intense

coverage of the fight to locate the capital permanently in Pierre

but without much interest in suffrage.

Rapid City Daily Journal

Printing began in Rapid City and Pennington County with the

Black Hills Journal on January 5, 1878. The paper was owned by

Ceorge G. Darrow and Joseph B. Gossage. Darrow was not a resident
of Rapid City, however. He published the Telegram in Sidney,
Nebraska, and had a financial interest only in the Journal. The
Journal began daily publication in 1886 and became the Rapid City

Daily Journal. Richard B. Hughes, the first newspaper reporter in

the Black Hills, owned and edited the Journal with Gossage for a
time in 1884, but Gossage soon became the sole owner. He continued

in that role until his death in April 1925. His wife Alice had



become a partner in 1882 and continued to operate the Journal until
her death in 1929. She is thought to be the first woman editor in

South Dakota. The newspaper supported most Republican policies but
was a vocal opponent of Judge G. C. Moody, the South Dakota senator
who voted down suffrage in the territorial legislature in 1872 but

who later became a champion of suffrage. The newspaper was a

supporter of any politician that claimed the Black Hills as home.

Sioux Falls Argus-Leader

The Sioux Falls Argus was the only Democratic paper in Minnehaha

County when it began publication on August 2, 1881. The editors,

W. A. Fulmer and Hibbard Patterson, were moving their paper from
Hamburg, Iowa, to Colorado when they stopped in South Dakota hecause
of Indian hostilities in Colorado. They settled in Sioux Falls
instead. The Argus began daily publication with an evening edition

March 4, 1885. The Sioux Falls Leader was started June 28, 1883,

by Peyton H. Acton. That paper changed hands several times until
it was purchased by Paul and W. W. Goddard in April 1887 and merged
with the Argus. It was sold to Tomlinson and Charles M. Day in
November 1888. At some time in its history, the paper disagreed
with the national financial policies of the Democratic party and

changed its politics. The Argus-Leader contended that women should

have the vote--if a majority of the women wanted it. It further
suggested that suffragists circulate a petition among women in the

state. If 45,000 signatures were collected, then women should have

the right to vote.Z24

16
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Watertown Public Opinion

The Public Opinion began publication as a weekly in 1887. An

unusual edition of the Public Opinion, a small broadside measuring

about three by eight inches, is probably the smallest newspaper ever
published in South Dakota. It came out in celebration of statehood.
That edition was printed by Doane Robinson, later the state's his-
torian, who was in charge of the paper during the editor's absence.
The newspaper was a Republican one which supported prohibition and
Watertown native Governor Arthur C. Mellette. For a time Watertown

and the Public Opinion campaigned for the capital but later withdrew

from the race. The newspaper supported suffrage for women.

Yankton Press and Dakotan

The Weekly Dakotian was the first permanent paper published in

Dakota Territory. It began publication June 6, 1861, with editors
Frank Ziebach and William Freney. Ziebach was a journalist, a
master printer and a politician. He served in both the House and
Council of the territorial legislature and was a United States land
commissioner. For a time in 1862 the paper was owned by Ziebach
and George W. Kingsbury, a long-time newspaperman in Yankton.

Kingsbury wrote The History of Dakota Territory in 1915, a reference

for much of this thesis. In November 1864 the paper merged with

the Union Dakota, a short-lived Independent paper published by

Kingsbury. The Union Dakota is credited with two firsts--the first

book and the first copyrighted material printed in Dakota Territory.

On November 2, 1870, Kingsbury took over the Yankton Press. The
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two newspapers, the Union and Dakotaian and the Yankton Press,

merged November 12, 1874. (The spelling of Dakotan has changed with
time. Dakotian was used until 1864 when the paper merged with the
Union and the spelling was changed to Dakotaian. The present spelling,
Dakotan, was adopted April 26, 1889.) The new newspaper began daily
publication with a morning edition April 21, 1875--the first daily
printed in the territory. (It is the oldest continuously printed
paper in the state.) The newspaper, published by Kingsbury, was
Republican and believed ". . . that the great majority of their sex

do not want the ballot, and that to force it upon them would not

only be an injustice to women but would lessen their influence for

good and imperil the community.'25
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Chapter 2

1889-1890 CAMPAIGN FOR SUFFRACE

South Dakota women were close to enfranchisement at the beginning
of the territorial period. The 1872 legislature came within one vote
of enfranchising them. 1In 1879 the legislature revised the educational
statutes, allowing women to vote at school meetings. That law was
negated in 1883 by a school township law that replaced open school
meetings with regular polls and private ballots for school elections.l
As a result, women lost their right to vote in school elections. 1In
1885 a bill granting suffrage to women passed the Council (the
upper house of the legislature) and House of Representatives of
Dakota Territory, but it was vetoed by Governor Gilbert Pierce, who
said he thought it might hamper chances of statehood because Congress,
with the power to enfranchise all women, had not exercised that
power. The legislature's attempt to override his veto failed.

In October 1885 a group of Dakota residents attended a national
convention of the American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA) in
Minneapolis. The first Dakota suffrage club was organized in Webster
the following month. Several other clubs were started in the

southern part of the territory, but they were not organized state-

wide until several years later.?

The 1887 legislature again extended school suffrage to women,
who could vote at school elections and hold elective office in the

school. It was a hollow victory, however, because only school
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trustees were chosen at school elections--state and county superin-
tendents were elected at general elections. The 1887 legislature
also considered an equal suffrage bill. A committee from the
franchise department of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU)
addressed the legislature and presented hundreds of petitions signed
by both men and women of the territdry, but the bill failed by
thirteen votes in the House and by six in the Council.3

When statehood was granted in 1889, the state's constitution
required the first legislature to submit a constitutional woman
suffrage amendment to voters. The first legislature met at once
in Pierre and voted on whether or not to submit the amendment to
voters. The vote passed; suffrage was placed in the 1890 ballot.%

Before the campaign began, suffragists anticipated victory in
South Dakota. The Farmer's Alliance was a large, politically
powerful body whose officers had agreed to exert the full influence
of their organization for the amendment. Alliance president H. L.
Loucks, Watertown, had urged Susan B. Anthony, whom he had met at
the AWSA convention in Minneapolis in 1885, to come to the state
and conduct the campaign. Anthony lectured in twelve South Dakota
cities in November, before addressing the Farmer's Alliance con-
vention in Aberdeen. The Alliance officially endorsed the amendment.
The Knights of Labor also agreed to support the amendment "with all
our strength.'?

But the contest was not to prove that easy. A prohibition

amendment had been adopted in the state in 1889, and the liquor



interests were fighting hard to have the measure repealed. The first
stage of their strategy was the defeat of the suffrage amendment,
which would come to a vote the next year.6 The liquor industry
feared that if women obtained the vote, prohibition would never be
repealed. In the early days of suffrage, the movement was closely
allied with the WCTU, a natural enemy of the liquor industry.

Further problems developed when the Farmer's Alliance and Knights
of Labor formed a new political party--the Independent Party--in
June 1890 and refused to include a woman suffrage plank in the plat-
form, even though Anthony addressed the group's convention and asked
the members to keep their pledges. She knew the amendment would
need their support. Loucks, the party's gubernatorial candidate,

did not mention the amendment in his acceptance speech.7

The Politics of the Movement

A conflict about policy among national officers of WCTU alsc
affected the woman's suffrage movement in South Dakota early in the
campaign. When the WCTU met in Chicago in November 1889, shortly
after Anthony's first tour of South Dakota, Lowa delegate J. Ellen
Foster charged that the Union had become a Republican organization.
She accused Frances Willard, national WCTU president, of encouraging
that action. A clash ensued over combining temperance, woman suffrage
and politics. South Dakota WCTU president Helen M. Barker, Huron,
supported Willard. But a prominent delegate from Webster, Marietta
Bones, took Foster's side. Anthony, caught in the middle, maintained

that woman suffrage should be non-partisan (the policy supported by
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Bones) and insisted that suffrage and prohibition issues be fought
separately. Bones, on the other hand, wanted suffrage to remain an
offspring of prohibition and the WCTU.®8

The difference of opinion between Bones and Anthony flared
again the next spring when Anthony came to South Dakota to organize
the 1890 campaign. A State Suffrage Association had been formed,
with S. A. Ramsey, Woonsocket, president and Alonzo Wardell vice
president. Barker was treasurer and state organizer. But the group
had little money and no plans for statewide campaigning. Wardell,
who was also vice president of the Farmer's Alliance, went to
Wasbington, D.C., to ask the national suffrage association for money.
A South Dakota Campaign Committee was formed at the national head-
quarters, with Anthony as chairman, in February 1890.9

Some $3,000 was appropriated to the Dakota Fund and presented
to the South Dakota delegation for the 1890 campaign. The money
came. from all over the United States—-the California State Suffrage
Association sent $1,000; Senator Leland Stanford of California and
Rachel Foster Avery of Philadelphia each gave $300; Clara L. McAdow
of Montana gave $250 and South Dakota Senator R. F. Pettigrew,
Sioux Falls, gave $100.10 Anthony was to control the money, but
after the money was collected, the executive committee of the State
Suffrage Association decided it wanted to manage the campaign and
denanded that the funds be turned over to them.ll

On March 29, 1890, Anthony sent her refusal to Ramsey, the state

President, saying, "Now, my dear sir, as a businessman you would



B. Anthony and Mrs. Marietta Bones of South Dakota have each other
by the ears. Mrs. Bones says Susan is tricky and scheming and Susan
says Mrs. Bones doesn't amount to much."16

In April the newspaper reported, "A few days ago Miss Anthony
thought she had clinched things by remarking that she was not a mean,
measly rotten apple because she is pelted by such." But Bones
countered, ". . . oftentimes what appears to be a good sound apple
is rotten to the core." These two women, the editor said, are
"having about as much trouble with apples as their grandmother in
the garden of Eden."17

The Huron paper, however, sided with Anthony, saying that few
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Huronites believed Bones' attack and that Anthony had endeared herself

to Huron citizens on her tour of the city the past fall.

The editor of Aberdeen's Saturday Pioneer News took both women

to task.
South Dakota suffragists have no use whatever for Miss
Anthony and very little for Mrs. Bones. The sooner they
are muzzled effectively, the better for all true friends
of the cause. Mrs. Bones, in a clever letter to the
Minneapolis Tribune last week, continues the old war against

her old enemy, Miss Anthony. It would be better for the
cause of woman suffrage if these two women could be out

of South Dakota until after election.l8

That disagreement, or remnants of it, continued to haunt the
suffrage movement in South Dakota throughout the 1889-1890 campaign.
In June leaders of the movement called a mass convention in Huron
to prepare for the Independent Party convention in the same city a

few days later. Many state newspapers carried an announcement

similar to the Daily Huronite.
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To the Friends of Equal Suffrage in South Dakota: We, the
undersigned women of the state, believing it to be to the best
interest of the cause, and realizing that the campaign can

be more successfully prosecuted by more united and determined
action, do hereby ask all persons, men and women, friendly

to equal suffrage to meet in mass convention in the city of
Huron, at 4 p.m., July 8. Let every county in the state be
represented.19

That announcement was signed by Libby Wardell; Philena Johnson,

Highmore; Alice Pickler, Faulkton; Emma Smith DeVoe, Huron; and Mary

Bonham, Deadwood. Conspicuously absent from the list were the names

of the executive committee of the State Suffrage Association; the

two groups of women were barely speaking to each other by this time.
At the convention, the money problem surfaced again. President

Ramsey and the executive committee opposed Anthony because she refused

to turn campaign funds over to their treasury. The Argus-Leader

reported:

At the first session the devotees of Susan and Judge Thomas
of Codington made violent charges against the executive com-
mittee for criticizing Miss Anthony and demanded its resigna-
tion. A spicy debate ensued between Elder Fielder, Judge
Thomas, Mrs. Barker, Miss Anthony, Mrs. Pickler and Mrs.
Bailey. 'False,' 'disgrace,' 'untruth,' and equally violent
expressions were frequently used. The executive committee
denied the right of the body to demand their resignation,
but finally resigned. The representatives of the Anthony
faction after midnight drove to Woonsocket and secured Pres.
Ramsey's resignation. All the officers, including Mr. and
Mrs. Barker, promptly withdrew and the convention precipi-
tately adjourned to meet in Mitchell in August.20

Newspapers throughout the state viewed the suffrage convention

with varying degrees of interest. An Argus-Leader editorial noted

that Anthony's experiences and lifelong devotion to suffrage should

entitle her to more consideration than she was receiving.21 The

Aberdeen Daily News was not so kind.
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The woman suffragists of the state have kicked up--if this

is not a disrespectful thing to say of ladies--a big mess
among themselves. That Huron convention did it all. Called
by the wives of the independent leaders to bolster up the
tottering fortunes of their husbands--a very laudable object
no doubt, but not good for the suffrage business--the conven-
tion did not 'pan out' as the projectors had anticipated.

A quarrel was precipitated that will not be healed.?22

The women continued to campaign through one of the hottest and
driest summers on record. It was not a summer filled with encourage-
ment for the suffragists—--none of the three political parties

endorsed the amendment.
Shaw wrote about the campaign in her autobiography:

That South Dakota campaign was one of the most difficult we
ever made. It extended over nine months; and it was impossible
to describe the poverty which prevailed throughout the whole
rural community of the State. There had been three consecutive
years of drought. The sand was like powder, so deep that the
wheels of the wagons in which we rode '"across country" sank
half-way to the hubs; and in the midst of this dry powder lay
withered tangles that had once been grass. Every one had the
forsaken desperate look worn by the pioneer who had reached

the 1imit of his endurance, and the great stretches of prairie
roads showed innumerable canvas-covered wagons, drawn by
starved horses, and followed by starved cows, on their way

"Back East."23

The State Political Conventions

On June 11, 1890, the state Democratic Convention met in Aberdeen.
It was expected to promote an anti-prohibiton, anti-suffrage platform.

Nevertheless, a committee of suffragists attended the convention to

make an appeal for equal rights. Mrs. S. M. Harden of Huron, secre-

tary of the Farmer's Alliance, addressed the convention on behalf of

equal rights, and Judge A. W. Bangs of Rapid City presented a

minority report in favor of suffrage. Several state newspapers
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included the texts of their speeches. But the editorial space was
reserved for a speech by E. W. Miller of Union County. 1In it he
declared, ". . . po decent, respectable woman is asking for the ballot.
These women that go about the country advocating woman suffrage are

a disgrace to their homes. No man or woman of good sense would
advocate such a proposition.''24

Few newspapers supported Miller or his remarks, even those

opposed to suffrage. The Aberdeen Daily News declared:

A public man--one who has occupied a high official

position and of whom common, ordinary decency is to be
expected-—-never more completely made an ass of himself or
revealed to the public scrutiny a narrower or smaller mind,
instinct or feeling, than did Mr. Miller in his discourteous
remarks last night.és

From the Saturday Pioneer News:

Apparently under the influence of an original package (not
obtained in Aberdeen), the (dis) honorable E. W. Miller took
his stand upon the floor of the democratic convention Wednes-
day night and began a coarse and brutal tirade against woman
suffragists. It did not matter to the boor that seated before
him and forced to listen to his harangue were several of the
most eminently respectable ladies of Aberdeen, the wives and
daughters of our most prominent citizens, besides the lady
who acts as secretary of the state Farmers' Alliance and the
wife and daughter of two of our most respected members of the
press of South Dakota. Nothing could stay his flow of pot-
house vulgarity and abuse and his speech is an insult not
only to the ladies present and the woman suffragists at large,
but to the Farmers' Alliance and the press of the state.

To their eternal shame be it said that the members of the
convention vociferously applauded his remarks. 2

Several days after the convention the Aberdeen Daily News

reported that the Redfield Dispatch was the only paper which ". . .

has had the hardihood to defend E. W. Miller who made the abusive

tirade in the democratic convention against the women advocating
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suffrage."27

Miller's speech was not the only anti-suffrage action at the
Democratic convention. A large delegation of Russian immigrants
(a group of men strongly opposed to the enfranchisement of women)
wore large yellow badges, the brewers' colors in South Dakota, which
read "Against Woman Suffrage and Susan B. Anthony."28

The suffrage campaign suffered a much greater blow the next
month when the Farmer's Alliance and the Knights of Labor formed the
Independent Party and refused to put a woman suffrage plank in the
platform at its July 9-10 convention.

The Independent Party did not receive much coverage in state
newspapers. Those who did report on the new party's convention had

few good things to say about it. The Aberdeen Daily News was one of

the more vocal newspapers.

There is danger the woman suffragists will be wrecked by the
jealousies among the friends of the movement and by the in-
capacity of the managers of the campaign. 7To cap the climax
of these blunders, these astute (?) diplomatists now propose
to call a woman suffrage convention in July at Huron evidently
to bolster up the independents. If this insane scheme is
carried out, and the dalliance with this faction becomes known,
it will alienate hundreds of republican voters who will regard
an alliance with the independents, sworn enemies of the repub-
lican part, as an insult. . . . The plot concocted to toy
with the independents should be abandoned if success is de-
sired more than the support of a doubtful political movement.29

The Argus-Leader had little time for either the Independent

Party or the Aberdeen Daily News' crusade against it.

The Aberdeen News is still ponderously pounding the Inde-
pendents. Really for people who have no strength, or brains,
or political acumen, the News is spending a great deal cof
labor and worry upon them this hot weather. It is foolish to
work so hard to kill something that is dead.30
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The Pierre Daily Capital changed political sides when the

Independents came out in favor of Pierre for capital. The newspaper
was originally copposed to the party.

The Farmer's Alliance of South Dakota best look to their own
interests by uniting with the grand old principles of repub-
licans. Running after strange gods does not pay.

Just a few days later, however, the newspaper was more receptive to
the Independents.

The Independent Party is an organization which seems destined
to have some say in South Dakota politics in the future. The
Daily Capital has always claimed that the farmers and laboring
men had a right to organize a political party and especially
so if they took politics out of the alliance or other orders.32

In a related article the newspaper reported that three-fourths of the

delegates to the Farmer's Alliance convention favored Pierre as the

capital site.

The Republican Party did not hold its political nominating
convention until August 27, 1890. The convention in Mitchell was
preceded by a suffrage convention held two days before and attended

by some 600-800 women. Of the six resolutions passed by the women,

the third drew the most fire.

Resolved: That the republican party, which gave suffrage to
the negro man, and the democratic party, which gave suffrage
to the working man, and the Farmer's Alliance, which opposed
monopolies and class distinctions, are all under a moral
obligation to support the woman suffrage movement, which will
remove the stigma of disenfranchisement from 70,000 women

citizens of South Dakota.33

The resolution did not have much influence on the Republicans
in Mitchell. Susan B. Anthony and several other national suffrage

figures--Henry B. Blackwell (the husband of Lucy Stone), Dr. Anna
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Howard Shaw and South Dakotan Alice Pickler--planned to address the
Republican convention. Many of the women who had attended the suffrage
convention planned to attend the Republican one also. They requested
seats in the body of the convention but were told none were available.
Ten seats were eventually made available to the women--at the very
back. From this spot, the women could neither see nor hear the
proceedings. The women had asked that Anthony, at least, be seated
near the front. Their request was refused, although a three-man
Indian delegation was seated near the front. Anthony and Shaw did
address the convention but only after the chairman had adjourned

the general meeting. They spoke during the recess to the few men

remaining in the convention hall.

The Election

With few exceptions, the suffrage issue was ignored by the press
throughout September and October. The few newspapers that carried
suffrage news reported briefly on speeches and association meetings.

The Yankton Press and Dakotan noted the lack of coverage of suffrage

events.

The equal suffrage question in South Dakota is attra?ting
very little attention, and judging from such indications as
occasionally come to the surface it is doomed to dgfeat. The
northern portion of the state has been claimed as its strong
citadel, but even from that section intell%gence of an en-
couraging character fails to find its way into the local
newspapers and the general sentiment seems of a hostile

character.

The action of the party conventions had destroyed all chances of

success at the polls, and the newspapers were busy uichiothericanpaEa
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issues--irrigation and artesian wells, prohibition and original
packaging and the-permanent location of the capital. Individual
newspapers were also engrossed in promoting their favorite political
parties and candidates.

In September 1890, Carrie Chapman Catt, a National American
Woman Suffrage Association leader, (In 1890 the National Woman
Suffrage Association and the American Woman Suffrage Association
joined forces to form the NAWSA.) told the State Suffrage Associ-
ation's executive committee:

We have not a ghost of a show for success. Our cause can

be compared with the work of prohibition, always remembering

ours is the more unpopular. . . . Now what have we? The

Lutherans, both German and Scandinavian, and the Catholics

are bitterly opposed to suffrage. The Methodists, our

strongest friends everywhere else, are not so here. We have
one party openly and two secretly against us. . . . We are
converting women to ‘want to vote’ by the hundreds, but we

are not having any appreciable effect upon the men. .

The amendment will make our hearts ache about November 5. 35

National suffrage leaders like Susan B. Anthony, Dr. Anna Howard
Shaw, Carrie Chapman Catt, Henry B. Blackwell and Helen M. Gougar
spent months, campaigning and lecturing throughout the state. But

the campaign lacked organization and continuity from the beginning;

it never really recovered from the disagreements over money and the

mixing of politics, suffrage and temperance.36

Some months before the election the Watertown Public Opinion

thought the campaign could still succeed.

There is no question but what the equal suffrage campaign
in this state opened too soon, but there is yet time for
remedying past mistakes if the right kind of speakers, and
enough of them, are placed in the field at once. The women
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have a noble cause to champion, and it deserves the very
best executive management from now on to succeed.

An incident late in October, however, revealed how discouraged the
leaders were. Anthony and Mary Seymour Howell of New York were
riding in an old stage driven by '"a prematurely old little boy
whose feet did not touch the floor." The aged horses could not
travel faster than a walk although a cold Dakota wind was blowing
into their faces. After an unbroken, silent hour, Anthony said,
"Mrs. Howell, humanity is at a very low ebb.''38

Ellen Chapman Beadle, wife of General William H. Beadle, the
president of Lake County Equal Suffrage Association, was equally
pessimistic.

While it is just for them (women) to have the ballot they

would not at first generally use it, but another generation

would. For the same reason that they would not generally

use it, a majority do not now really demand it. The disused

or unused right is less strongly asserted. For the same

reasons they will not receive it. They will let their great

opportunity pass. A majority of men treat the question with

already fixed opinion or prejudice against it.39

By election day, the campaign had disintegrated, most of the
women who had been active campaigners had withdrawn, and the amend-
ment was badly defeated. The women's efforts were summarized by
Libby Wardell, the association's press superintendent.

. .« . number of addresses by national speakers, 789; by state

speakers, 707; under the auspices of the WCTU, 104; total,

1,600. Local and county clubs of women organized, 400;
literature sent to every voter in the state.

Nevertheless, the amendment was defeated. A historian for the

NAWSA reported:



There were 68,604 ballots cast; 22,972 for woman suffrage;
45,632 opposed; majority against, 22,660. Eight months of
hard work by a large corps of the ablest women in the United
States, 1,600 speeches, $8,000 in money, for less than 23,000
votes. There were 30,000 immigrants in South Dakota--Russians,
Scandinavians, Poles and other nationalities. It is claimed
that they voted almost solidly against woman suffrage, but
even if this were true, they must have had the assistance

of 15,000 other men. If only those men who believed in
prohibition had voted for woman suffrage it would have carried,
as had that measure, by 6,000 majority.41

Newspaper Coverage

South Dakota newspapers and newspaper editors in 1889-1890 were
not crusaders for equality and suffrage. Their contributions to
the first woman suffrage campaign were those of omission, not
commission. It must be remembered, however, that it was an era of
strong newspaper partisanship. According to Carrie Chapman Catt,
one political party was openly against the movement; the other two
parties were less obvious but not much more supportive.

The campaigning suffragists, through speeches and organizations,
had converted women to "wanting the vote," but the influential
institutions of the day, and that included the press, were not
solidly behind the movement. The state's editors did not keep the
suffrage issue before their readers. The crusading done by editors

--with the exceptions of the editors of the Saturday Pioneer News,

Madison Sentinel, Watertown Public Opinion--was confined to other

issues--the location of the capital, the census, the railroads,
artesian wells and irrigation, prohibition and original package.
It cannot be said that the suffrage movement did not occupy

newspaper space. Much of that space, however, was reserved for

35
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routine speech and meeting announcements and coverage. On occasion
a newspaper would print the text of a suffrage speech, but those
times were rare, especially in Republican newspapers. News coverage
on the front and inside pages was usually short, two- or three-
paragraph items. Most suffrage news was not front page material in
1889-1890 newspapers. (It must be noted, too, that it was customary
for early-day editors to include personal opinion in news stories,
making it difficult, now, to distinguish between straight and
"doctored'" news stories.) On the other hand, front pages and entire
issues were devoted to the census and the battle between Pierre and
Huron over the permanent location of the capital. Even irrigation
and artesian wells received frequent and in-depth coverage. (Of
course, the state was suffering from three years of drought.)
Certainly more and longer editorials were written on those topics
than were written on suffrage.

The women who supported the movement were often characterized
as old maids, bitter women, unloved by men and ignored by society.
Oddly enough, no newspapers carried cartoons or caricatures of
suffragists to support the claims of "mannish women.'" But cartoons
and caricatures were not generally used at all in newspapers in
South Dakota in 1889-1890. Few merchants used drawings to sell
their wares. Many advertisements were run in body type on inside
Pages, set off from the news by asterisks. Many of those adver-
tisements were aimed at the female buyer.

WEAK WOMEN. The more sensitive nature of the female sex
renders women much more susceptible than men to those numerous
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in the state--few roads and railroads, harsh weather, distances
between homesteads and towns—--the collection of 45,000 signatures
was all but impossible. In fact, the state may not have contained
45,000 women of voting age. So the proposition, supporting suffrage
on the surface, was actually a deterrent to acceptance of suffrage.

"enfranchisement

Many other state newspapers picked up the theme of
for women when all women want it."

Pockets of support for suffrage did exist throughout the state,
especially in communities with active female leadership like Watertown,
Aberdeen, Huron and Madison. But most of that support had dis-
appeared by the political nominating conventions. The suffrage
issue itself virtually disappeared from the state's newspapers after
August. It did not reappear again in 1890 except as a paragraph
in election day stories.

What is known as the 'woman suffrage amendment' has undoubtedly

been defeated at the polls. Democrats opposed it because it

was supposed that women would vote against them. In a repub-

lican state it was thought that it would increase the vote of

that party. Republicans opposed it for the same reason, but

had the wives and daughters of independent voters in view.

Some of all parties opposed woman suffrage because they re-

garded it as an experiment of too doubtful utility to be
engrafted on the constitution.42
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Chapter 3

SUFFRAGE CAMPAIGNS IN THE MIDDLE YEARS

Newspaper coverage of the middle campaigns is not part of the
design of this thesis. This chapter, a summary of suffrage develop-
ments between 1890 and 1917, is meant to suppy transition between
the first and final campaigns. Information is supplied mainly by
historians George W. Kingsbury, Susan B. Anthony and Ida Harper
and Dorinda Riessen Reed, although some of these sources quoted

from newspaper accounts.

1893-1894 Campaign

During the 1889-1890 campaign, suffragists could not convince
voters that most women wanted the vote or that any particular
advantage would be gained by giving them the vote. By the time of
the election, many of the women had withdrawn from the campaign,
and more than one newspaper declared suffrage undesirable for such

a young state. The campaign, the first of seven to enfranchise

women, failed.

The movement did not die, however. The state organization was

rebuilt and yearly conventions instituted, but women knew suffrage

would not succeed until enough time had passed for voter opinion to

change. Since the 1890 defeat was still fresh in the minds of

Voters, they would wait several years before taking the question

to the legislature.
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By 1893 the suffrage movement in the United States had gained
momentum. Women in twenty-one states had been given the vote for
school elections. Women in South Dakota wanted more. They wanted
to help settle the liquor question--license, local option or pro-
hibition. The second campaign was unsuccessful, although historical
accounts differ. A noted state historian indicates the bill passed
the Senate but was defeated in the House.l Suffrage writers claim
the amendment was passed by the leglslature and submitted to the
voters in November 1894 but defeated by 5,672 votes.2

Whatever the truth, the state organization continued to lobby
and by September 1895 boasted fifty .clubs and 700 members. Earlier
that year a woman suffrage bill passed the Senate and went to the
House. It was debated there for several days but eventually defeated
forty-two to thirty-six. Suffragists later claimed that the measure
was sabotaged by a clerk who reported the vote incorrectly.3
A former suffrage worker, Marietta Bones of Webster, may have

influenced the measure's defeat. In March 1895 she wrote to the

Sioux Falls Press.

We rejoice that South Dakota legislators had the wisdom to
defeat the woman suffrage bill, for in our opinion a greater
calamity can never befall the nation than the enfranchisement

of women.%

No specific reason has ever been given for her change of position,
but by this time she was openly hostile to Susan B. Anthony and
Frances Willard. The conflict probably started over her disagreement

with them in 1889 at the national WCTU convention in Chicago. The

Aberdeen Daily News printed an article about her and her campaign
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against the state's women's organizations. She considered the article
libelous and brought a $20,000 suit against the newspaper and thirty
women of Webster for defamation of character. She had filed a similar

suit against the Andover Gazette in the summer of 1891, although

neither suit ever reached the courts.? Nevertheless, state workers
continued an educational campaign throughout the rest of 1895 and

1896.

1897-1898 Campaign

By January 1897, another formal campaign was underway. A bill
to submit suffrage to the voters was passed by both houses and signed
by Governor Andrew C. Lee of Vermillion. Adelaide Ballard, president
of the Iowa Suffrage Association, came to South Dakota to assist
Anna R. Simmons, Huron, and Emma A. Cranmer, Aberdeen, with the
state~wide campaign. Ballard began a campaign tour in April and is
reported to have spoken to a crowd of 3,000 in the Grand Opera House
in Sioux Falls.# State organizer Ida Crouch-Hazlett said in a circular
that "active opposition to suffrage has ceased except among classes
that have much to fear from suffrage success." She also advised a
vigorous campaign to educate men to the justice of the movement.

In a commonwealth where the burdens of government are borne

by a large per cent of women, it seems nothing less than

brutal to deny to that class the opportunity of expressing an

opinion in regard to the sort of a government they shall be
under. It is purely non-partisan, non-sectarian, non-every-

thing except pure justice alone.

The first campaign newspaper, the South Dakota Messenger, was

pPublished by Mrs. C. C. King and circulated throughout the state.
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Still the measure was defeated.

The defeat in 1898 was due largely to the work of Mrs. W. Winslow
Crannel of Albany, New York, leader of the anti-suffrage Boston
Remonstrants, and Marietta Bones of Webster. Crannel delivered
several strong and critical addresses in different parts of the state.
These speeches were also circulated in pamphlet form. A South Dakota

correspondent of the Minneapolis Journal said:

There can be no doubt that her efforts were more effective

in defeating the proposition than would have been the combined
efforts of a dozen male orators. A good majority of the South
Dakota voters believe that equal suffrage as a distinct prop-
osition is right and just, and had the women themselves urged
the issue there would have been no doubt of its triumph at

the polls. . . it will probably now be permitted to slumber
until there 1s a genuine call for its resurrection.®

Marietta Bones also opposed suffrage at every turn. When the returns
were all in and the measure had been defeated by 3,285 votes, she
expressed great satisfaction over the results and declared that South
Dakota had been saved from serious humi!ijiation and suffering.7

In 1901 Senator R. F. Pettigrew ot Sioux Falls presented a
petition to the United States Senate from the South Dakota Political
Equality League, asking for a sixteenth amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution which would have given women the right to vote in the United
States, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the Philippines. (From 1896 to 1910,
historians refer to the state suffrage organization as the South
Dakota Political Equality League instead of the State Suffrage

Association.) That same year in South Dakota, an adverse report on

suffrage came out of both houses. 8
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During the fall of 1902 and the early part of 1903, the suffrag-
ists circulated a petition among suffrage supporters calling for a
vote on suffrage in 1904, but the move failed. (In 1897 the state
had adopted initiative and referendum, which gave citizens the right
to propose legislation by petition and required that the proposed
legislation be submitted to a direct popular vote without action by
the legislature.) State historian George W. Kingsbury claimed the
failure was because of insufficient interest, but another account
explained that the women collected the requisite number of signatures
only to learn that the initiative clause applied only to the proposal
of laws, not constitutional amendments. Secretary of State 0. C.
Berg was criticized for refusing to accept the petition but legally
could not do so.?

In 1903 South Dakota suffragists circulated a resolution
identical to one adopted by both houses of the Wyoming legislature.
The resolution strongly endorsed woman suffrage, declaring:

Such a law has been in operation in this state since the

territorial days of 1869 and has raised the standard of

political candidates, has made elections more decent and
orderly, has improved the character of members of the leg-
islatures and has developed womanhood to a broader and

higher usefulness.]

No other attempt was made to advance suffrage in 1903.

The years 1904 and 1905 passed with only educational suffrage
campaigns; in 1906 another petition supporting woman suffrage was
circulated. When the legislature convened in 1907, the suffragists

Presented the legislature with a list of names some thirty-six

yards long. The resolution was introduced and passed in G
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but failed in the House.ll
In 1908 the suffragists confined their activities to campaigning

for legislative candidates who were pro-suffrage.

1909-1910 Campaign

The 1909 legislature passed and Governor Robert S. Vessey signed
an amendment proposal. In addition, two resolutions for partial
suffrage were introduced in the Senate élthough neither passed. One
would have permitted women to vote on the liquor question. (The state
had adopted local option several years earlier, giving liquor license
control to individual cities.) The other would have conferred the
vote on women who owned property. Although national lecturers like
Dr. Anna Howard Shaw compaigned in the state, the amendment failed
by 22,419 votes--the worst defeat since 1890. The loss was
attributed to the blending of suffrage, prohibition and politics.

In addition, some prominent state women who opposed suffrage had

organized and campaigned against the measure. 12

The 1910 defeat ended the Fmma Cranmer-Anna Simmons-Alice

Pickler era in the state suffrage organization. Suffragists met in

Huron in the summer of 1911 and elected Mrs. John L. Pyle, Huron,

president. The organization had changed its name, again, to the

South Dakota Universal Franchise League. Pyle insisted that suffrage,

Prohibition and partisan issues part company. She promoted the

slogan, '"Get the vote first--then prohibition.'" The state was divided

into four districts, and women were appointed to organize branch

leagues within the districts. Directives and strategies were sent
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from the state office in Huron.l3

At the 1911 legislative session, the group encouraged E. A.
Sherman of Sioux Falls to introduce a resolution in the House that
called for equal suffrage. The resolution said all females over the
age of twenty-one were entitled to the full rights then limited to
males. The measure was discussed "from all angles' but was defeated
thirty to fifty-six.14

In November 1911 Governor Robert S. Vessey's stand on suffrage

appeared in a New York newspaper.

In my opinion the movement is one that will ultimately win.
In the first place I have been unable to find any good reason
why men should have the right of suffrage that does not equally
apply to women. I have no fear that women would be made less
womanly because of the extension to her of this right, and I
do believe that it will materially improve the quality of
conscience expressed at the ballot box in the country, and
also give to women a just and proper consideration in matters
pertaining to legislation. In other words, the success of
the movement will accomplish much for our government by more
adequately e?galizing justice in the interests of the entire

citizenship.

Despite his approval, the measure could not get past the House or the

state's voters that year.

1913-1914 Campaign

In January 1913, Mrs. John Pyle and ber district leaders met

in Pierre to lobby for suffrage, using a new approach. Instead of

buttonholing men in the capitol's corridors, the women reserved a

room beside the elevator on the House side. They seated themselves

around a conference table and prepared to promote their cause.

They had hired a page to deliver notes from Pyle to each legislator.
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The legislators, thinking they had been summoned by some important
state official, would come to the conference room and be interviewed.
They considered it such a good joke that they would say nothing and
wait for their neighbor to be summoned. The ladies interviewed
nearly all legislators before the men began to compare notes. The
procedure became known as "The Campaign of Committee Room Two.'l16

Evidently the system worked. Suffrage was debated on the floor
of the Senate. Senator James Mather of Brown County stood and
announced that he was unalterably opposed to woman suffrage. When
the roll was called, Mather's was the only dissenting vote in the
Senate. The measure passed the House easily also.

A suffrage convention was then called in July to plan the rest

of the campaign. The weekly suffrage newspaper, the South Dakota

Messenger, was resurrected with Ruth B. Hipple, wife of a Pierre
publisher, as editor. Adolph Ewert, president of National Bank of
Commerce in Pierre, offered the use of a bankrupt newspaper plant

to the women from September 1, 1913, to November 1, 1914. The Messen-
ger was to be the chief means of conversion and fund-raising for the
suffragists. Although the newspaper never reached the projected

5,000 circulation, it did top the 2,000 mark and engaged in many

verbal battles with the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, still an anti-

suffrage newspaper.l7

The political atmosphere in the state seemed ripe for suffrage.
H. L. Loucks, Watertown, former president of the Farmer's Alliance

and now vice president of the State Grange Patrons of Husbandry,
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sent the Messenger a resolution from the organization supporting
suffrage. The conservative Republicans endorsed an equal suffrage
resolution at their convention in Sioux Falls. The Sioux Falls
Press called the actions "significant" and noted that not a single
editor attending an Editorial Association meeting in Watertown would
admit to opposing suffrage.18

The Methodist Conference met in Redfield in October and endorsed
woman suffrage; so did the South Dakota Federation of Women's Clubs.
Congregational Church representatives and ministers met in the Black
Hills in November and adopted a resolution favoring suffrage. Armed
with "Votes for Women" pencils and copies of the Messenger, the
women canvassed the Teacher's Association meeting in Sioux Falls
and Farmer's Day in Huron. They received support everywhere, except
from the German-American Alliance, which came out against the
amendment. ‘The women coined a new slogan for the campaign, '"Under
God the People Rule. Women are People."

In 1913 the state had adopted a new method of nominating for
primary conventions based on the R. O. Richards' Primary Law. The
law required that '"in December of the year preceding an election there
shall be proposal meetings held at the capital to propose candidates
for nomination at the March primaries, each party holding a separate
meeting."1l9 The suffragists contacted the county proposalmen,

hoping for support from both parties, and went to Pierre. Ruth

Hipple reported later:

We have just had a most exciting and encouraging time here
with our state proposal meetings. The Progressive Republicans
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gave us not only one but two planks in their platform; the
Democrats gave us a lot of fine speeches and no endorsement
and the old time stalwarts made themselves the laughing stock
of the whole state by refusing to endorse a suffrage plank
but endorsing a temperance plank when they are the faction
representing the liquor interests in the state.20

In March the Argus-Leader wrote an editorial opposing suffrage

and favoring the '"anti's" campaign. Mrs. Edith Medbury Fitch of

Hurley, leader of the southeast district, answered the Argus-Leader

in an article in the Messenger. The "anti's," she explained, were
organized as '"The Society Opposed to the Further Extension of Suffrage
to Women'" and flourished in Massachusetts and other eastern states.
That group argued, among other claims, that women should not have
the vote because they had only five per cent lime in their bodies
while men had seven per cent .21

The suffragists, intent upon winning, attended a Mississippi
Valley Conference on Suffrage in Des Moines at the end of March 1914
to learn special campaign procedures. They returned in time to
organize a "Suffrage Holiday" on May 2, an event proposed by the
NAWSA for every state. The Pierre suffragists challenged Mrs. Ethel

Jacobsen, a reporter for the Pierre Dakotan and a leading "anti," to

a debate on the merits of suffrage. Jacobsen refused, however,

saying she was too busy caring for her large family and advised the

suffragists to do the same.22

By now the state had 1,500 precincts and 70,000 voters, and

even the Black Hills region, dominated by mining and liquor influences,

supported suffrage. The NAWSA distributed captioned cartoon reels,

. . i money for
for use as "shorts" in movie theatres, and literature and y
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suffrage rallies. Some of the money came from a "Self-Sacrifice Day,"

with women donating their day's wages if they worked and gold and

silver trinkets if they did not.

The jewelry was melted down,

converted into bullion and exchanged for money. Dr. Anna Howard

Shaw hoped to motivate contributors by offering a prize--a needlebook

made from the garnet velvet gown
important occasions of her life.
campaign. Suffragists suspected
interests, although the link was

Shaw spent September in the
twenty-four years before for the

that she would not return if the

worn by Susan B. Anthony on the

The "anti's" also stepped up their
the group was funded by liquor

never proved.?23

state. She had come to South Dakota
first suffrage campaign and declared

cause failed again. She challenged

the men to give women the right to vote.

things affecting humanity.

so they could have the right to say something of the

1 don't care how women vote. T

want them to be free. If they vote wrong they will learn. . .
Does man think that war means nothing to women? If women had
the power to vote, there would be no war. . . What is the matter
with South Dakota? South Dakota of all the Union should have
been first to recognize justice to women. This state was once
the leader in progressive thought. Twenty-five years ago it

was advocating ideas which are recognized today as truths
of government. . . Don't you women, who have suffered all that

a woman must in a pioneer state, feel that you have earned
your freedom? And don't you men think it is time to pay up?

November 3 is pay day.

It seemed almost certain that suffrage would pass. A poll taken

by the NAWSA reported that all the state's congressmen favored suf-

frage. 1In addition, the DeSmet News reported:

Out of 400 newspapers in South Dakota not more than 10 openly.
oppose woman suffrage and at least a number of that 10 are paid

for their anti-work.22
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A poll of women was also taken to refute an "anti' statement
that ninety per cent of the state's women opposed suffrage. An
Aberdeen canvass said eighty-five per cent of the women favored
suffrage. In Pierre three hundred and sixteen favored suffrage,
ninety-nine were indifferent and thirty-one opposed it. The Sioux
Falls poll showed eighty per cent endorsed suffrage.26

November 3, 1914, was the day of decision. The proposed amend-
ment lost by nearly 12,000 votes, a loss blamed on the state's voting

immigrants and the influence of the liquor and "anti'" interests.2’/

1915-1916 Campaign

Suffrage leaders were not discéuraged by their defeat in 1914.
Knowing support grew with each campaign, they met in Huron and
decided to take the issue to the legislature again the next year.
The district plan was abandoned, however, and a county organization
adopted.28

In January 1915, the suffrage committee asked the legislature
for another referendum. The request was granted--in the Senate,
twenty-nine to fifteen, and in the House, fifty-seven to forty--in
the first two weeks of the session. Later in the session a bill to
give women the vote for presidential candidates and county and
municipal officers, a bill which needed only legislative approval

and not ratification by the state's voters, passed the House but

lost in the Senate by six votes.?29

For the first time, the "anti's'" worked actively in the state.

They established a headquarters in Pierre with a manager 1in charge.



Their stock argument remained the same--women do not want the vote.
To counter that argument, suffragists polled the counties again.

A favorable majority was revealed wherever the poll was carefully
taken.

On November 7, when election returns were in from decisive
counties, the Associated Press ran a wire story claiming suffrage
had passed in South Dakota. The declaration came too soon; when
the final count was tallied, suffrage lost by less than 5,000 votes.
The loss, according to historical reports, was blamed on the voting

German immigrants.30

53
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Chapter 4

1917-1918 CAMPAIGN FOR SUFFRAGE

Since each successive suffrage campaign brought increased
support, suffragists decided to try again in 1917. The legislature
was sympathetic and passed the resolution--thirty-one to twelve in
the Senate and sixty-six to twenty-seven in the House. But the
campaign's future was overshadowed by national events. Shortly
after the legislature adjourned and before definite plans for the
campaign were completed, the United States entered World War I.

The state's suffrage leaders questioned the wisdom of undertaking
a campaign which would make demands on the time of women who would
also be engaged in war work. After careful deliberation, the women
agreed that the war was being fought to keep the "world safe for
democracy." Since democracy and freedom were issues in woman

suffrage, they decided to continue the campaign but keep organization

and woman-power to a minimum.l

In January 1918 Governor Peter Norbeck called a special session
of the legislature to discuss state affairs--in particular, the
clause in the state's constitution relating to citizenship. To
make settlement in the new, undeveloped state more attractive, the
State constitution's framers had included a clause which gave immi-
grants the vote without requiring citizenship. Thousands of immi-

grants had taken out their first papers and filed on government
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land but had failed to complete their naturalization. Many of
these immigrants were Germans, and the war with Germany had triggered
charges of disloyalty and a move to amend that section of the
constitution which outlined voter qualifications.2

It was the same section of the constitution that the legislature
had earlier agreed to submit to the voters. Legislators, at a
special session, agreed to combine the two changes into a single
amendment. The word 'male' was stricken from the amendment, and
naturalization and a five-year residency requirement were added.
The amendment became known as the Citizenship Amendment. (See
Appendix A and B.) The legislators agreed with Secretary of State

Frank M. Rood.

As the law now stands, a subject of the Kaiser may come to
South Dakota, reside in the State six months, take out his
first papers and vote at all elections, but when war comes,
plead that he is an alien, and not be bound to fight for us.
A woman, born in South Dakota, educated in the fundamental
principles of government, earnestly loyal, sacrificing so
much in this world's struggle is denied the ballot. This is

not fair or just.

Politics of the Movement

As far as woman suffrage was concerned, the United States'
entry into World War I was perfectly timed. The women's contri-
butions to the war effort strengthened their position at a time when
German immigrants were accused of being enemy aliens and the liquor

interests were losing ground to growing prohibition sentiment.

Because of the way the amendment was worded, men voting against

immigrant citizenship rights automatically voted for woman suffrage.
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the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader was won over.

The war has taught us that we have been quite too generous

and slipshod in our bestowal of the right to vote on men who
do not understand our system of government, who have not
become Americanized, and who when the time of stress comes

are disposed to side with the country from which they came
instead of the country of their adoption. After this election,
we trust that South Dakota will proceed very cautiously in
accepting new citizens and that no one will be taken into

the family of voting Americans unless he can show himself
worthy of this great responsibility.4

Don't fail to sort out Amendment E for a favorable vote. It
is the amendment which gives suffrage to the women and denies
it to the alien. Those who vote "No" on this are voting to
give the alien enemy a higher citizenship classification than
he is willing to give to the mothers of the boys fighting

for liberty in France.?

From the Daily Huronite:

As to the right of women to the vote there is no question.
They are bearing their share equally with men in the nation's
work of making war. They are sacrificing their sons and
brothers in the fight in France and they merit the confidence
that they have demonstrated their ability to assume when the
vote is theirs. . . . The citizenship clause will be a safe-
guard against disloyalty at the polls, and it will work no
hardship on the loyal alien, who is given an opportunity with
but little delay to complete his citizenship.6

From the Madison Sentinel:

The war had done several pretty big things for us. One of
the biggest of these is to awaken us to the value of American
citizenship and to the necessity of protecting our elections.

The thing that is of the most vital importance, to any
state, is the character of its electorate. Our policies are
determined by the voice of our voters; we rest the integrity
of our institutions upon their straight thinking and square
dealing when it comes to decisions on public questions. To
consider such problems fairly and unselfishly, a man should
absolutely belong to the community. He should have cast in
his lot with the country, establishing an identity of interest
what would admit of no cavilation and he should be pledged,
by a binding oath, to support the country in war and in
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peace. He should have lived in America long enough to learn
and to appreciate her system of government; to have passed
the experimental stage and know whether or not this country
and this government meets his needs and desires and if so,
he should have testified thereto, by completing his natural-
ization. When he has done this and not before, he should be
eligible to cast his vote as who shall make and enforce our

laws.’
Campaign plans had to be made carefully and workers painstakingly

rehearsed since the situation was a touchy one. Workers were briefed

on the constitutional provisions for vdting, the status of aliens,
the reasons for putting the citizenship clause in the suffrage amend-
ment and the effect its passage would have on aliens. The suffrage
literature and even the posters had to be changed.8

The state's populace did not always understand the rationale
behind the amendment; it was frequently suggested that woman suffrage
and the alien issue should have been separate amendments. To clarify

the issue, suffragists circulated a bulletin, To Avoid Misunderstand-

Sections of the bulletin were reprinted in the state newspapers.

ing.

From the Deadwood Daily Pioneer-Times:

It has been suggested that the suffrage amendment and
the amendment taking the franchise from aliens not naturalized
should have been submitted as separate propositions and not
included in one amendment. This seemns reasonable, but was
in fact impossible. With one amendment to Article 7 already
submitted, any proposed amendment to that amendment had to
be germane to it. If two separate amendments had been sub-
mitted the first would have defined electors as men and women,
with the necessary qualifications as to age and residence,
who are either citizens or had declared their intention to
become such; the other would have defined as electors men
who were citizens, either native born or naturalized.

If one of the amendments had carried and the other had
failed, the intention of the voters would, of course, have
been plain and the effect of the amendment easy to determine,
but if both had carried there would then have been two def-
initions as to who should be an elector, each as conclusive
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as the other upon the question involved, and the two so
inconsistent that each would destroy the effect of the other.
It will thus readily be seen that the amendment to eliminate
the word 'male' which has been passed by the regular session
of the Legislature could not be amended by one which would
pertain only to males. Therefore, in order to submit the
anti-alien measure, it was necessary to incorporate it in
the already submitted woman suffrage amendment. The amend-
ment known as Amendment E was therefore passed.9

Voters were assured that the Senate debated the question for hours
before passing it by a unanimous vote; the House voted for it three
to one. The suffragists also stressed that they had nothing to do

with writing the proposed amendment. In the Rapid City Daily Journal:

With every member of the legislature realizing the importance
of the measure, hours of debate were devoted to deciding how

to word it in order to make its ‘import clear to the voters.

« + . it was feared that two citizenship measures on the same
ballot might cause confusion. Should both pass, their terms

might even prove contradictory and render both ineffective.lO

In addition, the Council of Defense, a World War I civic
organization, wanted the question of loyal alien voters and enemy
alien voters cleared immediately. The women circulated a leaflet,

Suffrage as a War Measure, to acquaint the populace with the campaign's

major issue. State newspapers like the Daily Huronite reprinted

sections of the leaflet.

Regret has been expressed by some that a campaign for Amend-
ment E to the constitution of the state be put on at this time.
They believe that war work should be the chief and only ambition
of every loyal American. This is unquestionably true and the
exact reason why loyal citizens of South Dakota should take

a vital interest in the passage of this amendment and do
everything in his power to bring about a big majority in its
favor in November. War work consists of more than knitting
and saving stamps. Such a narrow sewing, conserving and
buying bonds view should not be entertained for a moment.
Consistent legislation is a very vital feature of effective
war work, being the bulwark of well organized loyal labor.

This is a time of personal responsibility; indifference
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never accomplishes any thing. Each has his part of every
burden to carry. Let each voter see to it, definitely, that
his own and his neighbor's vote is in favor of Amendment E.
This is war time. This is a war measure.ll
Suffragists explained that aliens wanting naturalization could take
out their second papers--in fact, were urged to do so--and have the
vote before the next election.
Suffragists reserved May and June for circulating petitions
among the state's women. The signed petitions from each county
would be reprinted and sent with a pamphlet to voters in that county

shortly before the election to indicate support for the amendment.

Newspapers reprinted the lists too, and the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader's

petition challenge of 1889 was finally met. Women throughout the

state signed the petitions.12

In June and July the suffrage workers gave speeches wherever they
could. They called few meetings themselves but attended every
organization and club get-together, picnic and Chautauqua in their
area and depended on newspaper coverage to keep the issue before the

One of the state's suffragists wrote to the Deadwood Daily

people.

Pioneer-Times, asking for news coverage. Parts of her letter were

reprinted by that newspaper.

I know the power of the press, and feel that in as much as
the women of South Dakota are so very active and busy with
war work, and that we are not making much of an active campaign,

we must rely on the newspapers to keep the matter of Amend-
ment E before the voters. . .

Nettie Rogers Schuler came to the state that summer to help organize

workers and to give suffrage schools in Watertown, Aberdeen, Pierre,

Deadwood, Mitchell and Sioux Falls. She discussed methods of success,
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organization, the press and publicity with county workers. 1In the

Deadwood Daily Pioneer-Times:

They held with rapt attention a goodly number of splendid
women for three hours with most convincing arguments why

women should have the ballot.

The inspiring thoughts and kindly expressions of these
ladies were revealed to the audience of listeners, bent on
hearing every word, in the most pleasing and interesting

manner possible.1

Another national worker, Mrs. Albert McMahon of Washington, D.C.,

spoke on voter statistics in the state. In the Deadwood Daily

Pioneer-Times:

« . . eligible voters 169,748, and those not wishing to vote
40,000. She advised a systematic and prompt effort in the
education of the voters. In a study of the statistics and
ancestry by Mrs. Pyle, there are 137,000 of American ancestry,
130,000 German and 56,000 Norwegian ancestry. There is a
large proportion of unmaturalized citizens in South Dakota,
119,000, and Americanization of these is necessary, as they
have a voice in our government. She dwelt upon the Prussian
type of mind, and stated that where these people predominated
suffrage suffered the most, and that if the American men would
realize these conditions, which are true according to statistics,
they would understand the necessity of strong support for

suffrage.15

Additional help came from the Honorable William Jennings Bryan.

He toured the state's Chautauquas during the summer and spoke on

behalf of suffrage.

He also publicized the cause in his periodical,

The Commoner, parts of which were reprinted in the Aberdeen Daily

News.

There are two requisites for a good voter, morality and
intelligence. As the larger majority of women than men pursue
their studies beyond the eighth grade, women have the mOfe
highly trained inteiligence. As the majority of men don't
advance above the eighth grade and their teachers for the main
part are women, all the instructions that they receive about

government are given to them by women.
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In considering the moral stand point, in our state of
Nebraska, there are 98 per cent more men in the penitentiary
than women and a similar proportion prevails throughout the
United States. If you go to the churches the per cent is
almost reversed. If women are intelligent enough to stay
out of the penitentiary and in the churches, it seems they
have the qualifications of good voters, regardless of sex.l6

The Republican and Democratic parties held their state conventions
in Sioux Falls on July 2, and both parties endorsed the amendment
and made it part of their platforms. The Nonpartisan League, the
remains of the Independent Party in the state, met in Mitchell on
July 24 and also supported the suffrage amendment. That party's
effectiveness was cancelied in August when Attorney General Clarence
C. Caldwell of Sioux Falls ruled that the party's ticket could not
be included on the November ballot because it had failed to participate
in the May primaries.17

The Fourth of July celebration in Mitchell had a little added
excitement because of the suffragists. They obtained permission to
hire an airplane and drop suffrage literature over that city's

celebration in Ruskin Park. The group bombarded Watertown several

days later during a suffrage meeting.18

The women moved their campaign to Huron in September for the

State Fair. They set up booths in three different locations—--the

Beadle County Building, the Women's Building and the Agricultural

Building. In the last, they hung a large poster with a picture of

the Kaiser about to drop a ballot into a ballot box. "Take the

" the
Kaiser's Hand Out of the American Ballot Box' ran across

picture.l9 The poster also ran as an advertisement in some state
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newspapers.,
The Spanish influenza epidemic slowed the suffrage campaign in

the fall. Public gatherings were cancelled all over the state;

many suffrage workers were {11. Carrie Chapman Catt bought her train

ticket and packed her suiltcases when her doctor ordered her to bed.

She had planned one last lecture tour through the state but had to

send Mrs. Justina L. Wilson, the national recording secretary,

instead. (Dorinda Reed, Woman Suffrage Movement in South Dakota,

gives her name as Mrs. Holsey W. Smith.) Wilson arrived in the state
but spoke only in Sioux Fsalls before public meetings were cancelled
by state health authorities. Before she left the state, she wrote
to the newspapers and asked them to send her message to South Dakotans

for her. In the Deadwood Daily Pioneer-Times:

The country was never in need of good citizens as much as
today. The President of the United States is calling for the
support of honest, intelligent, forward-looking patriotic red-
blooded Americans. The appeal has been nationwide and in
responding every state has turned to a careful examination of
its electorate. In South Dakota this brought to light two
points of weakness; aliens were allowed to vote on first
papers and the women of South Dakota trained in patriotism

and Americanism from the cradle up were barred from the
polls. . . . This is known as Amendment E and will be voted

on next Tuesday. It is of so great importance to South Dakota
and to the Nation that any man who votes thoughtlessly or
fails to vote at all is a slacker and a traitor to the cause

of democracy.20

In October the women mailed pamphlets and copies of the signed
petitions to each county's voters. The last days before the election
were spent organizing poll watchers. The women expected trouble
from the liquor interests, "anti's" and the immigrants--especially

in the Black Hills. Henry Schlichting was the brewery lobbyist in
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Deadwood and was responsible for much of the area's negative reaction
to suffrage. Chambers Keller, a lawyer for Homestake Mine with a
large influence among the mine workers, was a southerner and an
"anti," even though his wife was the daughter of Mrs. Seth Bullock,
Lawrence County's suffrage chairman, and active in the campaign
herself.

The suffragists were particularly concerned about trouble at
the Deadwood anrd Lead polls since Lawrence County had never voted
in favor of suffrage. Elsie Benedict, a Denver newspaperwoman, was
sent by the national organization to watch over the election.
Benedict arrived in Deadwood with typewriter in hand. She sent
a news release to the Deadwood and Lead newspapers, announcing her
arrival, then went to the high school and spoke to the female students,
telling them of the struggle for suffrage. She recruited some of
them to watch the polls, although she didn't want their presence
to be considered 'unladylike.'" Mrs. Cicely J. Tinsley, a white-
haired woman living at the Franklin Hotel, offered to ''supervise
and protect'" the high school girls, saying her presence would lend
"respect to the situation." Meanwhile, Benedict had arranged for a
car and a driver. Mrs. William Neal of Deadwood furnished the car
and recruited her son, Stanton, to drive it. They decorated the car
with yellow streamers and 'Votes for Women'" signs and cruised back
and forth between Deadwood and Lead to check election returns. For
the first time, suffrage carried in Lawrence County--by 343 votes.21

The 1918 election was a different story for the entire state.
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The amendment carried by 20,384 votes--a sixty-four per cent majority.
After seven campaigns and nearly fifty years, women were granted
the right to vote in South Dakota. (See Appendix C.)
In a report to the national organization's executive board,
Mrs. Albert McMahon, one of the national workers sent to South

Dakota, described the campaign.

What won the State? Persistent, intensive, quiet work. We

had few meetings of our own but we used those of everyone

else, from women's aid societies to Rotary clubs, political
rallies and Fourth of July celebrations. We did not plan
parades, but wherever patriotic sentiment expressed itself
through a parade we were in it. We circularized the voters

in groups again and again--lawyers, businessmen, farmers, etc.,
with literature adapted to each group. We circulated a petition
and 95 per cent of the women to whom it was presented signed

it. We sent every organizer we could command into delinquent
counties, having the cooperation of the local women. In the
evening street meetings were held. The workers left literature
in every home and posters placarded on every wall space. They
left suffrage stories with the newspapers and the spoken word
in the ear of all who would listen and they left the morale

of the local workers at high water mark. . . . All political
parties endorsed the amendment, Republicans and Democrats
making it a part of their platforms. . . . South Dakota State
women will perhaps never realize how much they owe to Mrs.

John L. Pyle, president, who gave herself absolutely to the
winning of their political freedom. She was at her desk from
early in the morning until 11 o'clock and later at night.
Nothing was allowed to stand in the way of her complete service.
The best there was in her she gave to the cause and she has

the gratitude of those for whom and with whom she worked.

. . . The whole structure rested on the county workers. There
was never a Fair that was not covered nor a Teachers' nor a
Farmers' Institute nor a political meeting. Everywhere that

voters gathered, there they were.

After the legislature met in January 1919, Mrs. Mae Billinghurst

of Pierre, the northeast district chairman, wrote to state president

Mrs. John Pyle.

en two young women were sworn in as proof reader

d wh
Yesterday y the whole body applauded.

and bill clerk in the House nearl
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The first time in the history of the State for women to apply
for such places, I could not help but wonder if they realized
who made it possible for them to attain those places. As I
glanced around at the older suffrage women looking on I imagined
I could see in their faces happiness and then sadness and a

far away look that teld of the long struggle.2

The National Woman Suffrage Amendment

The state's passage of the Citizenship Amendment was not the
last chapter in the struggle for woman suffrage in South Dakota.
When Congress adopted the Nineteenth Amendment in 1919, South Dakota
suffragists wanted the state to be one of the first to ratify.

South Dakota's proposal law required political parties to hold
proposal meetings at the capital in December preceding an election
year. Governor Peter Norbeck, although reluctant to call a special
session, agreed to the suffragists' plan if the legislators would come
to Pierre at their own expense. Most were coming anyway for the
proposal meetings, so the special session was set for Tuesday,
December 3, at 7:00 P.M. The call was issued after 3:00 P.M. on
Saturday; telephone and telegraph wires were busy over the weekend
spreading the news. One legislator rushed home to Huron from
Minneapolis, called his wife to tell her to send his suitcase after
him and just caught the train to Pierre. Another used three

automobiles getting to the train from his home during a heavy

blizzard.24
Legislators wanted to ratify the amendment as quickly:as [Rosgdies

so the resolution was introduced in both houses at the same time and

the first and second readings were completed that evening. The
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resolution was referred to committee and the legislature adjourned
until the next day. The session was called to order the next day--at
12:01 A.M.--and the national amendment was ratified by unanimous vote
at 12:44 A.M. on December 4, 1919. It was the first time the legis-
lature convened in the middle of the night, but members were anxious
to get home because of the weather, and trains left in both directions

from Pierre at 2:00 A.M.25

Newspaper Coverage

By the seventh campaign, most of the state's newspapers had
joined the suffragists' bandwagon. In January 1918 the suffragists
sent a letter to the newspapers asking for their assistance. By
April, 134 newspapers had indicated a willingness to use material
donated by the national organization, and many other newspapers
supported the movement on their editorial pages. In addition,

225 newspapers were receiving the Woman Citizen, the national suffrage

publication, through the state suffrage office. The state office
also appealed to county chairmen to thank newspaper editors who
carried the national suffrage material. (See Appendix D.) Those
who did not were reminded that the material had been missed.26

Late in July the national organization began to provide even

more suffrage material to the state's newspapers. They sent two-

column articles to 270 newspapers by August 20, October 1 and October

20.27 (See Appendix E.)

Mrs. Albert McMahon explained the role of the newspapers in

her report to the national executive board.




Ninety-eight per cent of the newspapers were favorable and

in spite of the paper shortage and the demand for war publicity
they never failed the women. 1In addition to news stories,
editorials, etc., they universally used the plate material
which the National Association furnished. As much as any

other thing, perhaps, this plate material helped win the
campaign.2

Mrs. Ruth Hipple, editor of the South Dakota Messenger in 1913-1914,

was in charge of coordinating publicity throughout the last campaign.
Most newspapers supported the issue, although a few--like the

Aberdeen Daily News--were still undecided.

« « « the fact that comparatively few women attended the
school of methods comrducted by the suffragist leaders in
Aberdeen two days this week should not be taken as an argument
against equal suffrage.

Some of the arguments of the leaders of the suffrage
movement, at the meeting here, are difficult, however, for a
mere man to comprehend. One of the speakers is said to have
insisted that equal suffrage, through a joint resolution by
congress submitting a suffrage amendment to the federal
constitution to the state for ratification, is just as
essential a piece of win-the-war work as Red Cross work and
similar movements. The suffrage leaders, as the News under-
stands the plan of campaign, proposes to conscript the interest
of congress in the movement by organizing the states, counties,
towns, wards and blocks, culminating in a house to house
canvass for signatures to petitions favoring the adoption
of the resolution, with which congress will be bombarded.

The News isn't disposed to argue the merits or demerits
of equal suffrage. It realizes that the movement is destined
to be successful, and that very soon. But it does question
the necessity, as a "win-the-war' movement, of the suffrage
leaders' plan to have several thousand women devote consider-
able time to making a house to house canvass in behalf of
suffrage, when the Red Cross is clamoring for more workers.29

A few newspapers were still openly against suffrage. The

Pierre Capital-Journal took the Pierre Dakotan to task for its

attack on a Red Cross nurse campaigning for suffrage in Pierre.

The Dakotan on Saturday night had an exceedingly unwarranted
if not treasonable attack under the Espionage Act on the Red
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Cross nurse, Miss Miller, who spoke at the Methodist church
last night. . . . The Dakotan is unfortunate, being about the
only paper in America, or perhaps the world, that allows itself
to be malignant in attacking equal suffrage. Any person of
reasonable discretion should be able to read the trend of the
times and observe the march of civilization, which includes
among its foremost reforms the granting of suffrage to women.

« « « The Dakotan will be a valuable attraction in the archives
of the historical society in future years as being the most
striking example of bull headed newspaperdom that existed

in the days when final reforms began to take permanent hold.30

That attack was picked up by the Sioux Falls Press and expanded to

draw attention to the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader's editorial turn-

about on suffrage.

Thus we see that the Pierre Dakotan, which always in the
past walked arm in arm with the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader
in the latter's fight against éverything progressive and modern
in politics and economics, is trailing a bit behind. The
instant the special session of the legislature joined two
issues together in the equal suffrage amendment in such a way
that the amendment is bound to carry this fall, our neighbor,
the Argus-Leader, scrambled up on the equal suffrage band-
wagon. The Dakotan thus far has been trotting along in the
dust beneath trying to do something to the running gear. It
begins to look as though that paper will not become a fervent
advocate of equal suffrage until the amendment has passed.
Both the Pierre Dakotan and the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader
waited until the prohibition amendment has passed against
their very active opposition before they became friendly to
prohibition. Then they both became terribly fond of it.
Although the Argus-Leader was the chief organ of the liquor
interests for many years, a connection that terminated the day
after the election in which prohibition was adopted, and the
Pierre Dakotan served as a lesser organ and its editor, it
was said, as financial agent of the liquor interests, both
these merry gentlemen have since persistently claimed that
the really genuine prohibition we have now is a gift of theirs
to the people of South Dakota, a thing we would not have but
for their efforts.
After next November's election, both papers, we assume,

will solemnly claim that they, and they alone, brought the
blessings of equal suffrage to the women of South Dakota.3l

It is difficult to document exactly when the newspapers in South

Dakota experienced their change of heart about suffrage without
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studying accounts of all the campaigns. The Deadwood Daily Pioneer-

Times attributed part of the change to President Woodrow Wilson's
own change of heart and World War I.

Events are stronger than opinions. The pressure of events

has changed President Wilson from an unfriendly attitude towards
suffrage to a state of tolerance, then sympathy, then active
help in state campaigns, and now finally unqualified support

for national suffrage. If it were possible to discover and
sound the '"average American,'" it would probably be found that
his mind has changed in about the same way.

The war has changed everything. Or rather, the war has
hastened everything in the way of social and political evolution.
It has given the women of the United States a chance to prove
their fitness for the franchise. They have proven it beyond
cavil, by public service and devotion for which men cannot
help paying them homage.32

The Pierre Capital-Journal noted the lack of editorial support

for the amendments in general and suffrage in particular.

The press of the state is still very generally dodging
expression on the pending constitutional amendments. It may

be that the average editor like ourselves will vote yes on all
these amendments, but a whole lot of people in this state
formed the habit of not voting on amendments or voting no.

As a matter of their practicality, all the amendments submitted
affect the individual resident of the state directly in every
day life. And for that reason, we believe there should be

a universal rally to vote yes on everything.33

Certainly more letters—-to-the-editor and more news coverage of
suffrage appeared in the state's newspapers than ever before. But
much of the copy that appeared in the newspapers was similar, if not

identical in content, indicating it was part of the plate material

coming from the national office. Few original editorials appeared

The exception was the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader.

in the newspapers.

Once the newspaper decided to support suffrage, its editorial page

carried several lengthy '"Vote Yes'" articles.
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This newspaper many months ago announced its intention to
give the equal suffrage amendment its cordial support. This
editor has reached this conclusion because from his observation
of the patriotic work and the sane and level attitude of the
women of this state, during the time this country has been
in war, he has become fully convinced that the state needs
these women as voting citizens. We believe that in this
state it will be shown beyond question that a majority of
the women want the ballot and we believe it to be equally
true that the men will on election day show that they are
disposed to grant this wish.34

Don't vote indiscriminately against all of the amendments

on the special ballot. A vote '"mo" at this time is indefen-
sible. Amendment E which provides for equal suffrage and which
denies to aliens the right to vote until they have become full
citizens of the United States is entitled to a decision on

its merits.
In looking over the special ballot, you will find the full

citizenship amendment under the letter E. It proposes to give
women the right to vote in this state, and to withhold that
right from aliens who have not completed the process of be-
coming full citizens of the United States. This newspaper
would urge upon voters to sort out this amendment from the

bad company which it is forced to keep and to give it a vote.
There are twelve different submissions and the obligation

on the voter to cast a discriminating ballot is a heavy one.35

News coverage of the suffrage movement rarely moved from the
inside, editorial pages to the front page--except when President
Wilson issued an appeal for national suffrage. Since few suffrage
meetings were held, almost no meeting announcements or texts of
speeches appeared in the newspapers. On the other hand, front
pages and many inside pages were devoted to war news--war bonds,
the Spanish influenza, casualty lists, enlistments, the sugar
shortage and letters from servicemen in France. Certainly more

and longer editorials were written on those topics than were written

on suffrage.

In the years since 1889, where this study began, newspapers had



incorporated the use of cartoons and caricatures. The beginnings of
today's comic strips can be seen in several publications. But most
caricatures were of Germany's Kaiser Wilhelm and were unconnected to
the suffrage movement. Advertisements were still aimed at the
female buyer, but they had become more sophisticated in the inter-
vening years. Advertisements in 1918 closely resembled today's
advertisements, with product sketches and large, eye-catching
headlines.

Women's columns had arrived, but most articles were devoted to
canning (saving sugar), baking (saving flour) or Red Cross work in
the area. Fashion alsc occupied space in the women's columns,
which seems odd in view of the nation's preoccupation with the war.

By 1918, most newspapers supported the suffrage movement and
thought it would pass but were too concerned about the war to devote
much original thought to it. They were content to use the prepared
copy fed them by the national office and to devote their creativity
to defeating the Kaiser. Like the suffrage leaders, the newspapers
seemed relieved when suffrage finally passed.

From the Pierre Capital-Journal:

It is almost certain that the women of South Dakota are now
qualified voters and that hundreds of men who have only taken
out their first papers are disqualified and will be unable to
vote at any special or general election until they become full-
fledged citizens. This is going to affect a whole lot of
fellows who have lived here many years, some of them being
large property owners who have enjoyed both the voting and
office holding privilege in the past. It means that in the
future a person to vote in this state must be an American.

At first thot (sic), many may think this applies chiefly to
Germans, but as a matter of fact it would undoubtedly be dis-
covered that there are many more British and Scandinavian

73
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subjects who have only first papers than there are Germans.
At any rate, they will all have to walk up and take the oath
of allegiance to the Stars and Stripes, if they want to be
considered citizens im this state hereafter. In the mean-
time, a future office-seeker might as well commence to culti-
vate the acquaintance of the ladies. We now have woman
suffrage off our hands as far as being a controversy. The
state had adopted enough amendments to keep most everybody
busy so far as reforming things is concerned for a long time
to come. 36
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Chapter 5
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Woman suffrage was a standing question before both the territorial
and state legislatures of South Dakota for nearly fifty years. As
early as 1872 the territorial legislature came within one vote of
enfranchising women. The Honorable G. C. Moody, chairman of the
territorial committee dealing with the legislation, cast the deciding
vote. Although he later became a champion of suffrage, his vote set
the stage for one of the state's longest political struggles.

When South Dakota was granted statehood in November 1889, the
new constitution did not contain a suffrage plank. It did, however,
contain a provision that 'the Legislature should at its first session
after admission of the State into the Union submit to a vote of the
electors at the next general election, the question of whether the
word 'male' should be stricken from the article of the constitution
relating to elections and the right of suffrage."

That provision prompted a series of seven formal campaigns to
secure the vote for women--an issue not put aside until full voting
rights were granted in 1918 with the passage of Amendment E, the
Citizenship Amendment. That amendment gave women the right to vote,
although it excluded the foreign-borm.

Although details of the South Dakota campaigns are recorded

in several recognized historical volumes, the irony of the struggle
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is not. In 1918, when South Dakota women were enfranchised, they

were enfranchised not because of the merit of their cause, but

because woman suffrage had become part of the state's wartime measures.
There was strong state sentiment against the Germans, who did have
voting rights in the state. (Immigrants could vote in South Dakota

after filing "first papers," which indicated an interest in becoming

naturalized, but without ever completing the naturalization process.)

Newspaper. Coverage of First and Last Campaigns

Newspaper coverage of the suffrage movement changed considerably
between the first and last campaigns. In 1889, only three of the

ten newspapers reviewed--Aberdeen Saturday Pioneer News, Madison

Sentinel, Watertown Public Opinion--actively supported the suffrage

movement. By 1918 all the reviewed newspapers had joined the suffrage
bandwagon with varying degrees of enthusiasm.

South Dakota newspapers and newspaper editors of 1889-1890 were
not crusaders for equality and suffrage. Their contributions to the
first woman suffrage campaign were those of omission, not commision.
It must be remembered, however, that it was an era of strong newspaper
partisanship, and at that time, one political party, the Republican,
was openly against the movement. The other two, the Democratic and
the Independent, were less obvious but not much more supportive.

The campaigning suffragists had converted women to wanting the
vote, but the influential institutions of the day, and that included
the press, were not solidly behind the movement. The state's editors

did not keep the suffrage issue before their readers. The crusading
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done by editors, with the exception of the three newspapers already
named, was confined to other issues--the location of the capital,

the census, the railroads, artesian wells and irrigation, prohibition
and original package.

The space that suffrage occupied in newspapers was generally on
the inside pages, buried in editorial cdmments and short, folksy
news items. Most of the news items were speech and meeting announce-
ments and coverage. On occasion a newspaper would print the text
of a suffrage speech, but such times were rare, especially in
Republican newspapers. And most of the newspapers were Republican.

A newspaper's most effective meanslof editorial support--the
editorial pages and letters-to-the—editor--was not used by South
Dakota editors to promote suffrage in 1889-1890, for most editors
were not pro-suffrage. The suffrage leaders in the state did not
make a practice of feeding articles and letters-to-the-editor into
the newspapers. Or if the articles were sent, they were never used,
although neither editors nor historians make any reference to such
newspaper use. FEvidently the women did not fully recognize the power
of the press in that first campaign.

By the seventh campaign, most of the state's newspapers were
suffrage supporters, although with varying degrees of enthusiasm.

The national suffrage office was supplying suffrage copy and adver-

tisements to some 134 newspapers in the state. In addition, 225

newspapers were receiving the Woman Citizen, the national suffrage

publication, through the state suffrage office. The suffragists had
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recognized, in the intervening years, the power newspaper editors
held and kept them supplied with suffrage advertisements and copy.

Certainly more letters—to-the-editor and more news coverage of
suffrage appeared in the state's newspapers in 1918 than had appeared
in 1889. The suffragists' newspaper campaign was thorough and orga-
nized. But much of the copy that appeared in the newspapers was
similar, if not identical in content, indicating it was part of the
plate material coming from the national office. Few original
editorials appeared in the newspapers, especially as election day
approached.

Even in the last campaign, news coverage of the suffrage move-
ment rarely moved from the inside, editorial pages to the front
page, except when President Woodrow Wilson issued an appeal for
national suffrage. Since few suffrage meetings were held because
of the influenza epidemic, almost no meeting announcements or texts
of speeches appeared in the newspapers. On the other hand, front
pages and many inside pages were devoted to war news—-war bonds,

the Spanish influenza, casualty lists, enlistments, the sugar shortage

and letters from servicemen in France. Certainly more and longer

original editorials were written on those topics than were written

on suffrage.
In the years that followed 1889, newspapers had incorporated

the use of cartoons and caricatures. Most caricatures were of

Germany's Kaiser Wilhelm and were unconnected to the suffrage move-

i icle er
ment. Women's columns had also arrlved, but most articles were
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devoted to canning (saving sugar), baking (saving flour) or Red
Cross work--all wartime measures.

By 1918 most newspapers supported the suffrage movement and
thought it would pass but were too concerned about the war to devote
much original thought to it. They were content to use the prepared
copy fed them by the national suffrage office and to devote their
creativity to defeating the Kaiser. Like the suffrage leaders, the
newspapers seemed relieved when suffrage finally passed.

It is difficult to document exactly when the newspapers in
South Dakota experienced their change of heart about suffrage, since
coverage of only the first and last campaigns is included in this
thesis. Certainly part of the change can be attributed to President
Wilson's own change of heart and his support of national suffrage.
But most of the change has to be attributed to World War I. As

soon as suffrage became linked with the war and the defeat of the

Germans, it was on the road to passage.

Further Study

A number of possibilities for further research have been

suggested by this study of newspaper coverage of the first and last

suffrage campaigns. The newspaper coverage of the middle years,

especially the 1913-1914 and 1915-1916 campaigns, should be reviewed
to discover exactly when newspaper editors changed their views on
suffrage.

This state's newspaper coverage could be compared to the coverage

given suffrage in other states, particularly those midwestern states
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which adopted suffrage without much debate in the 1880s and 1890s.
The similarity between the struggle to pass the Citizenship
Amendment and the current struggle over upholding or rescinding the
Equal Rights Amendment in South Dakota suggests the possibility of
comparing newspaper coverage of the amendments. Certainly newspaper
coverage of such issues has changed in the intervening fifty years.
Research in any of these areas would increase the understanding
of the power held by newspapers and newspaper editors when controver-

sial issues are being decided by voters.



Appendix A

SAMPLE BALLOT--AMENDMENT E

From Yankton County, South Dakota, November 5, 1918
Amendment E

A joint resolution Amending Senate Joint Resolution No. 4,
Chapter 159 of the Session Laws of the State of South

Dakota for 1917 and Proposing and Agreeing to an Amend-

ment of Section 1 of Article 7 of the Constitution of the
State of South Dakota, Relating to the Right of Suffrage

and the Submitting the Same to a Vote of the People. The
purpose and legal effect of the proposed amendment, the
title of which is printed above, as explained by the Attorney
General, are as follows:

(1) To give to women the right and privilege of voting at
all elections on equal terms with men. The constitutional
provision now in force limits the right of suffrage, at all
except school elections, to males.

(2) To extend the period of residence required of an elector
in this state from one year in the United States, six months
in the state, thirty days in the county and ten days in

the election precinct, as the constitution now provides, to
five years in the United States, one year in this State,
ninety days in the County and thirty days in the election
precinct.

(3) As to persons of foreign birth, it limits the right of
suffrage to those who have actually become naturalized
citizens; whereas the constitutional provision now in force
grants the right of suffrage to persons of foreign birth who
have declared their intention to become citizens conformably
to the laws of the United States upon the subject of
naturalization.

The purpose and legal effect of the said proposed amend-
ment are to change Section I of Article VII of the Consti-

tution, as above stated.

YES

NO
- Shall the above amendment to the constitution
be approved and ratified?

t in
Repri inda Riessen Reed, Woman Suffrage Movemen
e Soutﬂ Dakota Commission on the Status

South Dakota, 2nd ed., (n.p.:
of Women, 1975) p. 123.




Appendix B

PROGRESS CF WOMAN SUFFRAGE IN THE UNITED STATES

Wonan Suffrage in 1896

T. A., "Woman Suffrage in Western America'"

Le n,
Reprinted from Larso 38:10-11, Winter 1970, pp. =S,

Utah Historical Quarterly,

84



Appendix C

ELECTION RESULTS OF SOUTH DAKOTA'S SEVEN WOMAN SUFFRAGE CAMPAIGNS

Percentage
Year Yes No in Favor Majority
1890 22,072 45,862 | 33 -23,790
1894 17,010 22,682 43 T 5,672
1898 19,698 22,983 46 = 13,289
1910 35,290 57,709 38 -22,419
1914 39,605 51,519 42 -12,000
1916 53,432 58,350 48 - 5,000
1918 49,318 28,934 64 +20, 384

Reprinted from Dorinda Riessen Rced, Woman Suffrage Movement
in South Dakota, 2nd ed., (n.p.: South Dakota Commission on
the Status of Women, 1975) p. 117.




Appendix D

SOUTH DAKOTA NEWSPAPERS THAT RECEIVED NAWSA NEWSPAPER COPY IN 1918

Newspaper

American
Clarion
Chronicle
Commonwealth
Herald

Herald

Union

Sun

Advocate
Republican
Register
Marshall Co. Journal
Globe

Pioneer
Gregory Co. Pilot
Herald

Gazette
Minnehaha
Pilot Review
Clipper

Herald
Democrat

News

Columbian
Argus

Pioneer
Farmers-Leader
Soo Valley News
Republican
Hustler
Courier
Democrat

News
Pioneer-Times
News

Record

Herald
Enterprise
Express
Enterprise

City

Aberdeen
Avon
Ashton
Artesian
Armour
Alexandria
Alcester
Arlington
Blunt
Beresford
Brookings
Britton
Bradley
Bowdle
Bonesteel
Bruce
Burke
Baltic
Clark
Canistota
Canova
Chamberlain
Conde
Columbia
Colman
Coal Springs
Canton
Canton
Castlewood
Capa

Clark
Draper
DeSmet
Deadwood
Dallas
Elkton

Elk Point
Emery

Egan

Ethan

Newspaper

. Enterprise

Press
Times

Free Press
Advocate
Advertiser
Sentinel
Independent
Times
Citizen
Observer
News

"Tribune

Chief
Advance
Journal
Hustler
Press
Bulletin
Democrat
Press
Journal
Huronite
Herald

Index D
Democrat
Prairie Sun
Star
Chronicle-Blade
Signal
Leader

Call

Pioneer News
Bulletin
Messenger
Mail
Herald-Advance
Press

Sun

Clarion

City

Edgemont
Forest City
Ft. Pierre
Frederick
Fulton
Fairfax
Forestburg
Groton
Gregory
Geddes
CGayville
Garretson
Garden City
Gann Valley
Govert
Harrold
Hermosa
Herrick
Highmore
Howard
Howard
Ifumboldt
Huron
Hayti
Interior
Ipswich
Kennebec
Kimball
Letcher
Lemmon
Lebanon
Lead

Lane
Mobridge
Martin
Midland
Milbank
Miller
Miller
Mitchell
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Newspaper

Gazette
News
Globe
Mirror
News
Record
News
Journal
Leader
Press-Leader
Pilot
Review
Tribune
Courant
Record
Review
Press

Journal Observer

Gazette
Journal
Guide
Revillo
Record
Record

City

Mitchell
Mt. Vernon
McIntosh
McLaughlin
Newell

New Effington
Newark
Okaton
Olivet
Parker
Peever
Philip
Platte
Quinn
Reliance
Ree Heights
Redig
Redfield
Raymond
Rapid City
Rapid City
Roscoe
Rockham
Selby

Newsgager

Sentinel
Journal
March
Postal Card
Times
Enterprise

. Republican

Citz. Rep.
Pioneer-Reg.
Hand Co. News
Advance
Enterprise
Standard

Wave

Reporter & Farmer
Monitor
Herald

Times

"Leader

Standard
Herald
Enterprise
Dakota Herald
Echo

City

Southwick
Sorum
Sulphur
Stickney
Springfield
Spearfish
South Shore
Scotland
Salem

St. Lawrence
Veblen
Viborg
Vienna
Vivian
Webster
Wakonda
Watertown
Wessington
White

White Lake
Woonsocket
Worthing
Yankton
Yale

Reprinted from Dorinda Riessen Reed, Woman Suffrage Movement in

South Dakota,

2nd ed., (n.p.:

of Women, 1975) pp. 124-125.

South Dakota Commission on the Status
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Appendix E

TO SOUTH DAKOTA NEWSPAPERS IN 1918

VOTE FOR ARTENDS
 AMERICANISHA

Reprinted from Yankton Press and Dakotan, October 2, 1918.

AMENDMENT E
TO BE VOTED ON NOVEMBER 8

Chapter 31.

Fvery person realdent of this state who shall he of 1he ase of tweaty-one
aer of the fol-

years und upwarids, not otherwise disquatithed, 1o
renrw. in this

lowing classes, wha shall have resided (o ths Friared Sinte s toe
stare one yonr, In the county nivety dass and L the eleciaa pivetnee wherse
rieh person offers his vote, thirty days nest preceding an) cleoioa, shall be e
quailticd elector at such electlon.

Citlzens of the United States.
Permons of forvizn birth who have becnme nnturaltzed cltizens
Lonfurinnbly to the laws Of the Unlted Stuies upon the wubject of saturniizatioa

a?"
t)

AT E—
AND SUFFRAGE
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NEWSPAPER COPY AND ADVERTISEMENTS SENT BY NAWSA
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JING, OCTOBER 7, 1918

Dopnnmont of Aartcu.lmn) .

YOUR HOME GARDEN

ferable .to bulit-in bins, as it 1s
aible to remove them for cleaning.
‘Uslng OQutside- Cellars

Witdoor slo}age cellars or caves are
‘ticularly good for ‘the etorage of
ay vegetables. They are especially
irable on the.farm, as they aford
venlent ang¢ inexpensive storage
illles for Burplus vegetablea that
erwise might be loat. They pos-
¢ all the advantages of the base-
ot storage room anq are superlor
many tespects. It ia pessible to
‘p the cellar cool and to reduce
iperature qQuick!y by opening the
Tduring the night, and cloamg it
the ruorning before the air becomes
cm. -

8 the root cellar must be proof
.Inst frost and maoisture, is typea
| .construction vary with the geo-
pbical location. In the southern
tion of this country the Atructure
wally is entirely above ground and

90

Woren’s Spfend;;' Service deegl |
the Alliod Cause— The Woman

Questzon a War Question
: -—LL'-OYD GEORGE

A Y
-

’
7 Premter Tloxd 6 m.r,:e (to rhe Allled Wo mnn. Cougress at l'aris
e few weeka nzn) ¢

“¥ It had uwor been for the splendid manner o which the women
cante,forward 1o work in the hosplials and nanltlon factories, in sd-
ministrative otitees of all Kiacls and in war work behing the linca, often
i Jally danger of their lives, Great Britain and, 1 bebieve, all the
Allles would huive e unable o withstund the encayy attucks of the
st few wontha,

“in the past £ have heard it sa'd that women were unlit 0 vote
because they would be weak when it came to understanding the ixsuce
und beuring (he struing of a great war, My expericace in South Wales
lust week I8 what hus contirtned me o the belivf thut the wornen Uiery

»  undermstavd perfectly what ig at stake tn thisy war,

“To them this war s a crusmide fur righteonsiess and xentleness,
ond they do 20t mean to wake peace untll the Allles have made it l-

\lmull)le fur unother caruival of viclence to befall maokind,

“1'his war begud lo order that foree and brinenlity might crush out
frecdom among men. Its authors cunnot have foreseen that one of i
mai2 elfacts would be to give women a Lummnu-llu; pousition audl intlu-
ence in the public affalrs of the world.’

~ On ap earlier Hecaston Premier 1. ln)(l Georze sald

T “Women's work I the war has bheen novitad contribution to out
sucess. It would have been lmpossible to protuce that overw bielindng
maess of ammunitlon at the Sunnue bad 1 2ot Leed for the work of
women. Are you poing w 8ing them out without a volee iy deteringts-

ing the mew conditions? T would be an vutraze. That 1s why e

wowan Quustion hul become very largely a war guestion.”

-

® S ole ey ) » ey qua

egoetable Slevags Roce
XS 4

b

Reprinted from Yankto

n Press and Dakotan, October 7, 1918.
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of the Gt e’ wavy

— WSS —-
The Joh Outlined

America has got hier steeves eullcd
up snd Lhe peuple never were 8o unit-
ed aa they sre nuw In attscking the
work of wianing the wnar Thin s
chlefly because they knuwm Just what
the task Ia Everywhere the public
appeals 10 congress fo speed up ac-
tlon on the draft bill As it be.
comes clearer that Amerca Is (o
Snish the war tbe people are damaund-
tag thal pothing shall Jelay nulitary
officlals In executing the maummoth
program outlined

It 1s kpown that there (s little ex-
peclation ot endiag the war this yaar
A bigh government uiloixl bas out-
Uned the program that s espected
¢ win:

“Marimum mas power in Eurcpe by
pext summer.

“Mammnoth allled drive 8» covn s
potafdle theremfNar. surpassing 10
size end force anylding previously
attempted with the view of laflioting
Qealaive dofest on the Garmen army

“Puace bid frem Qarmany lite 1a
1910. and sucient guarantoss frum
Qer to make possibie an armialics.

“8gning of the pasce treaty 12 the
winter of 1919 or early ia 1830.°

Th e public bas been takea {oto (e
coufidence of the williiary imdars asd
already the efect i1s becoming aD-
pareat.
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What Every Woman
{nows

That any work that needs doing is Woman's Work!

When the wen are late comng bome from vuia ket ahe
duws the chores,

When they are busy with the hay she milks the cows.

When an extra lond iz needed with the harvest she helps
in the fiekl.

And she knows that her digmity does not suffer and that
she loses none of her womanliness. i

When the tanes are due she draws ou her butter and egg
moues hidden away in the blue sugur bowl.

To help pay off the mortuage she speads long winter
eveningy puttiog patches vn the boys’ troosers.

" Does this not prove that the farmer and bis wifo are
pu'tne;'n?
They work together. §
Why not vote togetber!?
et your hosband know bow you fasl aboot it so that be

9
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Huronite, August 17, 1918.
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Isn’t It True?

{sn’t It True
I'hut 0 man's success in Lu~iness depends not ouly
ot sl bat ou the quen e hedps ciect to ofice !

fsn't It True
That housekeeping is woman 's business and that her
success deprits i S hepsell bt o the
her town is goverped !

lsn't It True ot
That tue coutrol of food, air, light, water, health,
education, morals aid all hving conditions 1~ today

i the baands of the cliends of the tawy !

Isn’t §t True
That 1t i~ endy common justice .isl COMMNOD sense
fo fet the worlsan i tee o anare 1w ciceting the
men o whom the conlort ol tae e depends?

Isn’t It True
Tl oo man does ot {i<leci s Linstie ~s becnuse e
Votes, aind that a o woneae WY 20U Lesect B

beciause ~he votes?

lsn’t It True
That the happiness of 4 teme does not do paetid on the
wothan always bein it bat on the kind of woman

sheas!

lan’t It True
That in the right kind of a bome BOTH the wan's
AND the woman’s points of view are hewded !

T e aay

IR B i e il i i I S e i i S AR LI I At an i e it ]
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[T WHAT IS AMENDMENT “E™*?
r-;. Zu 'K sielotic amendment which gives the bhallot to South Dakota
‘l Wee vt donles it o the atien who will not hecome a estizen of the .
5) P e Soates, South Dakota would give the ballot to its wemen bl ]

tizke o° away from the alicn who Jdoes not propose to hecome an Amer-
scatl .Htkn!\._

Why is Amendment “E” to Be‘Voted on in November?

(1) !:vause the war has shown us that women are a necessary arm of
tLe covomment and at a time like this the government must be at fuwl
poas: not erippled.  (2) Decause the enemy alien who is not trusted

RIEYTOT LYY

00000OGOR000ABOCVAIOBIBDIV00DODAAGHT (i

! to ot 2t tor us, must not be trusted to vote for us.
) . tig
Who Will Be Affected by Amendment “E™'? ar
Th. wen wio 8re sacrificing so doeply for the world struggle witl to
) Lo .ole 1o feel that the governiment for which their busbands and sons
| aee Lottt does pot ignore their sacrifice. ‘The hnmigrant will be made
t io £} Law prectous American citizenship is. The friendly alien will
12 be o to wait for the ballot until he has established his credentials R
| ol i renship. The allen encmy will be taught that America has no
H place £ the man who woul make financial profit of the country of
frevidoan and stild cherish ideals of military domination.
a -~
g al: aali UEM"Q [
S When Will People Realize Importance of Amendment “E”?
!§ OHuly ) n they realize the importance of guarding their own hearth- { C
}O stune~ by putting the ballot into the hands of the women, the keepers of | 8t
fg the Lo . and by taking political priviiege from men who =til noid the o)
E, Kaiw 1 ihar Hege lord. .
.3 X (
)
13 When Will Men Have an Opportitnity to Endorse &
8 Amendment “E"? .
"é At the polls tn November.  Every patiiotic Anerican should make it
Ig his hit-iness to get to the polis to vote “YES” on Amendment E. We
cun net fail to endorse this patriotic amcendment while our boys are
Ig fiztinin s for the liberty we all love.

ocrooooanmmmﬂuﬁmmnmmm 102 E

gQ'O

Reprinted from Yankton Press and Dakotan, October 29, 1918.
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CONFIRMED TESTIMONY

1e¢ Kind Yankton Readers Cann:-t
|

stoad the

Doan’s Kidney Pills have
st.

The test of time—the hardest gose
all.

Tbounnds gratel’ully “testury,

Yankton readers ,can 10 jonger
bt the evidence.
I's convincing testnueny - twjce-

Id and well conflrmed.
Yankton readers sbould
ese experiences.

Mrs. Harry Wright, 805!. lhn:.‘.\v.n_\-.'
ankton, says:’ “I knew iy i ouble
me from my kidneys bLecause hes
dn't act right. 1 was in ey w3y
ins o my back sLd (umu,,..n|
rough my body. Siore u-irs Dans,!
idney Pill3, I have beei (1o frogy i
dney complaint and I con% et

profie by

em (oo bighly.” (Statcines: g,y !
nuary 28, 1918.) i
No Trobule Since !
On September 3, 1913, M- v 4,
ys: I havepd bhad i e
zn of Kidney troubl? €. [ .y
cinded Doan’s Kidney 1 - 50,
taven't had any back:. b
ch 15 good and strong
Mrs. Wright is only
dehton popde who P s g
Aorsed Doun’s Kidney )
€& ach-s-—if your ku.- ’
w. Jdon't ~imply ask 1o
medy--ask  distinctiy ! RN
IDNEY PILLS, the sam: N,
right zJd—the remedy i ... by
me lesuruony. 60 cenls ur - Lriges |
wter-XHvurm Co. Prop-  ilataio,!
‘Y. “VWhen Your Duch 1. Lo —

»member the Name.'®

10-12—10-29
NOTICE OF HEARING
ate of South Dakota. Cout'y of Tank-
ton. ss: In County Court.
In the Matter of the Eatat.
agner, Deceased.

SBTATE OF S80O0UTH DAKCTA SENDS
REETINGS: To the heirs ut law and
‘Xt of kin of sald deceasc¢d. und all to
hom these presents may Sormon:
You and each of you are licreuy notl-
4 that Thos. J. Wagner hay filed in
e County Court of Yankton County,
ate of South Dakota, a [« tition ask-
€ that he be appointed Adiniuistrator
the estate of sald deceun-:l. and that
fd petition has bLeen sct f¢r hearing
fore the court. at a r.wcalar term
ereof, to be held at the Court House,
the city of Yankton. In satd couhiy
d state on the 3Cth du: uf Uctover,
19, ac 22 0ok, A. M. Now, tharg-
°8. JUU £7e MNeraby notifea to he and,

of Joseph

. open.

L CHOIGE OF -
SOUTH DAKOTA

Legislature of South Dakota Se-
lected State Constitutional
Amendment as Method of
Enfranchising Women.

dhgia®

TO BE VOTED ON NOVEMBER 5.

On That Day the Voters Will Have an
Opportunity to Open Wide the
“State Door” for South
Dakota Womcen.

There ate two wuys by wilnch the

womer of South Dakota may be en- -
s the
ederal route”  the wr
route” 1l e Prenen
e bW beetises of Caticress by a fweae.
TR O | (T R Lt
[ B S se i o~ Uit it e
Pelhectives oo e @S siite sy o foateral ~af.
Traas atuend, ¢ te e Clensritation
of the Pnited Wlen this has
beens passed the anend el mise go to
the A8 egighitiees to be vaoted ane e
35 (hree-fourthis) of the legishitures
vote 308 It hecomes law, nation-wide *
suffrage for woinen hecomes a face!
and the present ridiculous discrimina- |

T ksl One by st !

hy

o'

. Fin

..

That Is one wuy by which South Da-
kotn women muy he enfranchised. [t
seemed to South Dukota women, as to
other womien, that It waa the right
way, the short way, the econumlical
way. DBut a amall minority of Unlted
States senators (34 agalnst G2) have
blocked that way. Over and over the
opposition to the federal suffrage
smendment pointed out In that memo- |
rable suffrage dehate o the Senate
which closed -October 1, that It was
not womaon suffrnge per se that waa:
bueing_oppused; it was the manner of |
getting It—It was the fede-nl route.

“Women can get the suffrnge hy me'
state route,” sald the opposaition. ""‘"l
them do (t. Let each stute take care
of 1ta own wumen. The state door is;
Let the womern ea.cr iast wny,!

e es—
EX INI G HIS WOUND

il

In this, o British ofltci) phatogruph,

tiona by reason of which a woman can'! I8 seen an Awertean Jdoctor of  the |
lose her vote by stepping acress a United Stutes army  eyvnlniog  the |
state houndary fall Into the discard. woulld of a Brigsh Tommy whoe 1s oo |

his wuy, ufoot. to the tleld deessing !
station from the front-lne trenches.

Linen of Historic Interest.

In reaponw to n call from the Amer-
tean Red Croxs fur old Mlnen. a pack-
age contalning a shevt end tablecloth
was recelved from l'atsiey. Fla. They
werw the (ift of &« wowmnn whn wuas boro
in Qermauy e venly-two youars ago.
The shevt wan hur grundiuother's and
the flax from which It was made was
growu by her cTandfather, tn Bavara,
and ywas woren by him more than one
hundred atd  tweurty-ive  yenrs ngo
Who knows but what they nminy he s
to hind the woulids of some Amerenn
soldier on the grouind whero the dnx
s KON fees than u century upu it

Reprinted from Yankton Press and Dakotan, October 28, 1918.
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""" CHOICE CF
SB'HH BMKUTA

Lesisiature c* ‘.".“,"". 220012 Se-
Loy ot eral
> Metacd gf |

[ IR

C.
u.nov -l tre 'etate o«
torotn Deown
e At Routh l-n.‘ 3

g o o
EETA  Rl 10) [ S (O (areiay Nuvi\'i"ﬂ 3.

) l Woe sl (
Iy
Vil o i e aceruers tor beit-log That Day tn:. oy @l FMa.e 8
| tuner t
] SRR s (ki w4 rr, 20 Oppentunity 1o C.cr Wide the
Y ~Stete C ..~ 1.0 Scoute
4 » r - -
@ s. Clerk uf Lourss | WARICANTE SR Dave:a w: - ¢r
L Zeige) Lipury i O I 2 P U STLR | i
Wegsoner Auwera: .- tor —_—
or . S bors of warrsnis of dhe Mapand
® publication Oct. 3 Ciy Indenendent Sehool Disteact ot There arr v v 8 vy w: the
% odblication Oct. B, & :
ire of Manriag Pottitoa for § erters |l .tiel Minduibl: 5 Fexlstered w2 women of Swul' i s Y Ther A
ot mbm st rutioa. on the eeneral contngant fur In. fanchieed G 8 1) che .o P>
toram will cuass frum this -Ln. O - “federal mmute.’ e oiker Ly the
tobar 33. 1918. ' etate route.” 1' HL Y
Fred L ..myd’ Trmun—r ‘he (W DOUSE® +° " i e

receased
o Bte of Bouid Dekota sends

,mw. MMU noaen
| bosa 8 resndmiion U . 0l e che g
{slaturve uf (be 45 % n «w & frdere. oufl- |

(Political Adverttssment) frage Amendmenl to the ¢ wLSIIITLLE
| of che Unlted Riatea W Leo (Als has

+ THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS GOING TO- ! & Usieea xiatrs v iwe s sas
3 CARRY THE STATE AND ELECT the ¢8 leglalaterve (o he voted 0o If

R4 (three-fourthe) .«f the lrgininture

vote yes & becumine lew. nallun wide '
‘q suffirege Mer woa.~n hecunes 8 fact
1 . A ‘ and the peement ridiculous discrioca-
i 'Y Usns by remso0 of = hich & wotan I

lose her weta by steg'ug acr-w &
c‘.‘d.u for Govm“. slate Loundary Cali 1nto the disard
at s eme way By abivl. Nnarh [re-

r kuia wowea ma) he eofrsochised It |
sremed (0 Bouth IN1ota women as te
olber women Lhat it eas the rght
| way, the shumm wmas, the ecuvncniicsl
y But a soall minrity of | nlied
‘bul- ocnators (M agaiumt @ lLare
' hlocked thet wa) Uver snu orer ile
oppodition W Le fecorsl ouTrage .
ameadmient Polris? cur 1p 1hat rtio

rable suffrusw -letuie .1 ! Seate
Shich cloped thiciar | ot 1 wae
DOl WOIUBH SuM: (& per Be Lt was
being appnwet. 't was ine wener ot
ROUIDE It 1t wrs “te fobr ¢
“Wamen cun cet I the
state route, =l let
e do 1L Lot vui b b are
of ite own wo [ T cr e

vjnein Let the wuthien enite 7 tiat way,
sot b
No ote other [wint wmae us ' s of-

Togelller With the Entire Ticket | ten and 80 Insistently 8« n:i afs iMiedt

| agwinet the ferderw) sufriupe :urcd

Repurts h_ al) over the state Indicate a unbtes! Ivmoavaldic Party meot. Oo 8o wiher 1 )

as '} I unwrain escrywhere are cathosl. 1 of the amendment fall b = oanple-
astic and ﬂdﬂl, 0, for ni4 In 0 yerare bas the prawpexts for Vie- ceatly.  Bpeaking of ou clher. Md

tary basm 0o hright as aow. thelr facrs ®» ununsserah!y Aasuine

the expreasion of (be cat tbat ste ibe
i

It is the duty of every Duemocrat to Vote his Ticket B sen.

“The states ¢an and m)\ll give wo- -
Not enly bDaraar we wilal win. hut hevcause It will eacourage the men the sulrage lai the = of
oman whe are bearing car Prrty Munlene hodh in the ats and each state go (o (hat state  The diaw
Rattoe. Nevew Bas a party matle such a Gan recvwnl. as H e Is open”—t(hua the men who shut the !
eratic Party dariag the past 6 yoars. No PParty old o new aam ar federnl dodr 10 de faces of An.tﬂ-'lli

@oes afier you anyibiag wurth while Lhat it doos 3t already bave womeg it
Now come the women of A -1b De- |

Gots 10 Weir own siste oevhing tlat

Any man can be '!roud ‘0 vote lhe opeo door (6 which they bave Deep 30
Democratic Ticket cavalierly waved :
- 8oath Dekote womem Dave this od-

it ffare gowl chbram. l0)a) men, rranl AmeTicans. nen whe will give vanitage—helr Case gure [0 COOM. (L
thelr bomt eorts tn. and whe arr Jn sy mpwthy with the Prosdent. great coan of pablic og!nlkcn. 08 Ne '
Why vate for Candidates that will stir up atrifo, aml sn take owmr vember 6 Al lemst It wiUl De a8 ad
eads ead oferts Sram vimigg (he war—4ibe anly rea) quueies veotage If Bostd Dakota mes mele
aow bdeve us. the Mast of Lhe Of (mrtadity te nu‘

Booid Nakota womea & square deal

“LETS WIN THE WAR FIRST” Bouih Dudnia men ras wake A3en .

i 1@ 1M ler ceal. dennwratic 0 (ar 8

VWALT]
FURNITUKE, TAL
Rugs

WE ARE NOW READY FO
FORTS, BLLANKETS AND PU
ETS AND CAMP CGTa

UPHOLSTERED
FURNITURE

One glance at our
line of leather rock-
ers will convince you
that this is the place
o get the bargains

and once you buy from s, you

*  707-709 Main Sireet Plene

e
il §

Reprinted from Rapid City Daily Journal, October 24, 1918.
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PATRITIC ACT),noscas e

Mintesann, Ponsy s '“:;"L' uI-nu o, ;A.I“\

Urique Measure Extends Fran.’ \’ kN m.ux,;.,l:.u..h.....;. N e

" . I~seooll 8,y el o il e EIE

-~ -chise to Women While Dis: | vouiili o iman wtte vt
E quah‘fymg Aliens.

COlBGN cataint teea (g ey stidsed Soer
AU e Dl Wi

' ot s !hn Sl perio ) atee Reper
BALLOT GUARDS THE HOME [\ {70t kit 1 |
Nevw o Yol M ~|| L"'“"'.‘ (lllf..'l:“
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e Wil e 1. hivebearenl fo
Of Ve se e Fations of wog g [ 4}
Must S.ave Our Children,

Wor annst save vonr bk, fram
Hebstong sptit of wdlltnretan, 1f 4,
bt nen aped we (R LITU TR (¥ CORN T Sy
Yoo Nopes Lo (e thilngs they nts e o)
ISl ) e Wi thelr nnew
Sehe bt escinie wWhen theey o ool
Vhabhy Gl ey detaibaben o
(Y] S0 e vt the Qe r
Clebenis Wf Jasticee nin) o cqanlinee gy
Bvmertnd Drevlinntiog SF In.. Prectiede
oo bl aur Hag uned oar Cosniry
dealivntidd

| [ T B TP TP that Cogppgr s o
e efeaned e bt e ar l"'nl-ll"lrl‘
[ERTERREEY TS PYPRTTRTE Y 00N ul.w'\u'lllv e
thae the vorld oyt o [CR PRI PPN )
a e de ta oaed ey Tuted e
n"\,h thyeatens v oy o

.
T b o et g gty

Amendment as Support ta [T L L st s i
. s ey JCHURY SR NURN B Y SIS UR PR )
SOMIC." B")VS. ! NS st a4 e, e Yo
S e s S bt s et T L o W Wi
o) I frae The Nocaamal Do e o
'

Fethive oS eliedol s ~oadfrade. Prests

WHAT 1S AMENDMENT E?
TOHC e padtnese Gtciedient wbilch dent Wilson and

ghvem the Dottt to Naurh Dakoln seloaze
Pige Bepatalean paacty cncdorsed s

frace ot s LSt mational eefiventton
b Cotantliree

Lis valanel are for

waorgen, bat deraos St the woen
Whee will nat ln w4 eitiaen of the
Tuitea X1 ATV wenh) Phe Nodbonad o R
give il “ul B 1is wedaen. but Ms endorsed sufase The avine Re
would Gekie it nway from the abren patbbicin dowders Rooseve bt Flughes,
Whia duek not proise to become un
ATt TITTIeT LER AR
WHY 1S AMENOMENT E TO BE

SEEEEE T THE SOUDE
! SUFFRAGE

this the goveruine nt st e
Power, not erijg-ledd
() levan=s the encmy allen whe.

Is Bot rasied to bt Lo us st Twe 10 One i F wor of Votes
Hot ber trusted o vate for us
| TRy
WHO WiLL BE AFFECTED Uv for Women.
AMENDMENT E?
The wenen whe arve sacriffelng s P d N e SwWas nearly 2 e 1
decply fur the workd steuscie will b Bl ot saf e the Viclofions
Buade fo feel that the o e i e
Whiech thetr husbagels and sons i
Bebiting does not lanore their sueai

Chiarmm Hlay s, ete, wee andent suaf-

Tt

New Yoo sulleise caipatn ot T
Whe vy o ol dne the war fon

Bice Che dmnnigrant wil be oeoobee o b Colea s oo mell Zoseriitaebil
feel 'f"“' Perectous Nert RO LN A et s b bt oo i e fol
Al i b frncnedly atlen will b

N o i 2 ot e vt b s trean betters

gluel 1o wade fon thee bacdior antdl b
bas oxtublisbed his credonnmls ot
citlzenshilp. The nlier vy wiil
be tnught thut Amcrien hns o plaes
for the man who would ke i
dal protit of the country of freedom

Pooed ol trvan the et e caange il

At ihe treat
A to thilnk that you, who s soon
n< the oppoctuntty offers, go bnte this
roart of work (Hed Cross) aw o anntter
and sl cherish fdcula of millitnry | of conurse, and ssk nnd tnko no qunrter
domlinatl 0. or favors, should have 1o ask, anl
WHEN WILL PEOPLE- REALIZE petitton und fight for “eqnal rights’
THE IMPORTANCE OF AMEND for the suffrage; why It 18 the maost
rliifculons thing In the worlil” (Slgned)

T 7 New  Enpgland  Licut nt ol 1
Only when they renllze the lmpor '“' RO gl PR
tance of guarding thelr own hearth | °

“All the men here are Immensely

elones by putting the Liallot nto the
. hands of the women, the keepurs of tmpressed with the work women ary
the home, and Ly taking polidcai| folis especially in the V. W. €% A's
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Reprinted from Yankton Press and Dakotan, September 30, 1918.
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