
South Dakota State University South Dakota State University 

Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional 

Repository and Information Exchange Repository and Information Exchange 

Electronic Theses and Dissertations 

1974 

Attitudes of Brookings High School Students Toward Variant Attitudes of Brookings High School Students Toward Variant 

Media and Use of Library Resources Media and Use of Library Resources 

Joan D. Tabor 

Follow this and additional works at: https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Tabor, Joan D., "Attitudes of Brookings High School Students Toward Variant Media and Use of Library 
Resources" (1974). Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 4771. 
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd/4771 

This Thesis - Open Access is brought to you for free and open access by Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research 
Access Institutional Repository and Information Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in Electronic Theses 
and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional 
Repository and Information Exchange. For more information, please contact michael.biondo@sdstate.edu. 

https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fetd%2F4771&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd/4771?utm_source=openprairie.sdstate.edu%2Fetd%2F4771&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:michael.biondo@sdstate.edu


ATTITUDES OF BROOKINGS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TOWARD 

VARIANT MEDIA AND USE OF LIBRARY RESOURCES 

BY 

JOAN D. TABOR 

A thesis sub-ni tted 
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 

degree Master of Science,· Major in 
J ourna 1 ism, South Dako ta 

State University 

1 974 

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 



ATTITUDES OF BROOKINGS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TOWARD 

VARIANT MEDIA AND USE OF LIBRARY RESOURCES 

Thi s  thes is  i s  a pproved a s  a credita ble a nd independent 

investiga t i on-by a cand ida te  for the degree Mas ter of  Sc i enc e , 

and i s  a ccepta bl e  a s  meeting the the s is requirements for thi s  

degree , but without implying tha t the c onclusions rea ched by the 

cand ida te are neces sari l y  the conc lus ions of the ma j or department . 

Thesis  Adviser 

-Hea d ,  Departrnenl of Journa 1 ism 
and Ma ss  Communi ca tion 

"'Da te 

�a te 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The author is grateful to the fol l owing who s e  as s i stance , 

c oun s e l  and encouragement helped guide this s tudy:  

Dr . Ben  C .  Markl and , thesis adviser , f or his val u ed counse l ; 

Dr . Robert T .  Wagner , facul ty member , Department of  Rura l 

Soc iol ogy , for his  patient as sistance ;  

Dr . w. Lee  Tucker , Experiment Stat ion Stat i s t ician ;  

The Brookings High School Eng l i sh Department , for administering 

the questionn aire ; 

The many friends wfio expr�ssP.d int.e:rest  and enc oura9ement; 

Liz, Kate , and Mat t ,  my children ; and my mother , for their 

s upport and patience throughout this period. 

To e ach the writer extends her appreciat ion . 

iii 

JDT 



Chapter 

I. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND OBJECTIVES OF 
THE STUDY • • • • . • • • • • • 

. . . . . 

• • 

Introduction . • • • 
Statement of the Problem 
Importance of the Problem • 
Objectives of the Study 

. . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . 

Page 

1 

1 
2 
2 
3 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 4 

Recent Selected Literature 
Sunm�ry of Literature Review 

. . . . . 

III. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK • . . . . . . . . 

Theories and Concepts • . . . . . . . 

IV. METHODOLCX3Y • • • • •  

Unit of Analysis. 
General Procedures • • • •  
Dependent Variables . • • • • 
Independent Variables . 
Null-Hypothesis 

. . . . . . . . . 

Mode of Analysis and Significance Levels 
Definitions • • • • • • • • • • •  

V.  MEDIA USED BY THE STUDENTS OF BROOKINGS HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR INFORMA.TION GATHERING AND/OR OPINION FORMULATION 

4 
10 

12 

12 

17 

17 
17 
19 
19 
21 
21 
21 

ABOUT CURRENT ISSUES • • • • • • • • • . 22 

Respondent Exposure to Media 22 
Student Discussion of News and Opinion Formulation 26 
Student Use of Library Periodicals • • • • • • • • • 28 
Student Attitudes on Selected Media as a News Source. 30 

VI. ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS • 

Sta tis tic a 1 Test • • • • 
The Statistical Findings 

iv 

. . . . . . . 

34 

34 
36 



TABLE OF CONTENTS ( continued ) 

Cha pter 

VI I .  S UMMJ\RY, CONCLUSIONS, I MPLICATIONS , 
AND RECOf'vUvlENDAT IONS • • • • • • 

Sunm�ry of  the Research Problem, Objectives 

. . . 

a nd Des ign • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . 
Ma jor F i nd i ngs a nd Conclus ions • • • • • • 

Obj ective One :  Ma j or F ind ings  a nd Conclus i ons 
Obj ective Two : Ma j or Find ings a nd Conc lus i ons 
Obj ective Three :  Ma j or F indings a nd C oncl u s io ns 

I mplica tions for the Brooki ngs High School  • • • • • •  
L imi ta tions o f  the Study • • • • • • • • 
Reconmenda tions for Further Study • • • • • •  

SEL ECTED REFERENCES 

APPENDI X • • • • • • . . . . . 

v 

Page 

40 

40 
43 
43 
44 
46 
48 
48 
49 

50 

52 



LIST OF TABLES 

Ta bl e  

1 .  YESTERDAY'S EXPOSURE TO NEWS FOR COMBINATION 
OF MED IA BY TEENAGERS • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . 

2 .  

3 . 

4 . 

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO RECEIVE 
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES AT HOME • • • • • 

NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS AND NEWS MAGA ZINES RECEIVED 
AT RESPONDENTS ' HOJvlES , BY FREQUENCY AND PERCENT 

. . . . 

RESPONDENTS' EXPOSURE TO VARIANT NEWS MEDIA , 
BY NUMBER AND PERCENT • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . 

5. EXTENT- STUDENTS D ISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS WITH 
ADULT AUTHORITIES AND FRIENDS , BY NUMBER 
A!\lD P ERCENT • . • • • • • • • • . • - • • 

6. NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO ARE PERSONALLY 
ACQUAINTED WITH AN AUTHORITY WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE OF 

Pa ge 

7 

23 

23 

25 

26 

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS • . • • • • • • • • • 27 

7. NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO DISCUSS NEWS 
REPORTS WITH OTHERS BEFORE FORMING OPINIONS • • • • 28 

8 .  EXTENT RESPONDENTS FAVOR MASS MED IA I NFORMATION 
COMPARED TO PERSONAL ADVICE, BY NUMBER AND PERCENT 29 

9. EXTENT RESPONDENTS USE LIBRARY PERIOD I CALS , BY 
NUMBER AND PERCENT • • • • • • • • • • 

10 . NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO USE SCHOOL 

29 

L IBRARY PERIODICALS FOR RESEARCH • • • • • • • 30 

11 . EXTENT THAT RESPONDENTS HOLD THAT SEL ECTED MED IA ARE 
BEST SOURCE FOR INFOR�ATION REGARD ING CURRENT 
AFFA IRS , BY NUMBER AND P ERCENT • • • • • • • • • • 31 

vi 



LIST OF TABLES ( c ontinued) 

Table  Pa ge 

12 . RESPONDENTS' RANK-ORDERED CHOICE OF SELECTED MEDIA 
ON THE BASIS  OF PERCEIVED ACCURACY , BY NUMBER 
AND P ERCENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

13 . SUM OF SQUARES AND PROPORTION OF VAR IANC E  ACCOUNTED 
FOR BY THE S IGNIFICANT INDEPENDENT VAR IABLES IN 
ORDER OF IMPORTANCE AS  ENTERED INTO THE EQUATION,  

33 

FOR EACH DEPENDENT VARIABLE SELECTION • • • • · • • • • • 37 

v i i  



CHAPTER I 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

I ntroduct ion 

A conm1on c l iche a s serts that high school students of  t oday are 

better informed individua l s  than any preceding genera t i on .  Peter 

Schragl cred its this to  the school ' s  role in  the educa t i ona l process :  

Every schoo l ,  n o  ma tter where located, i s  now educa ting chi l 
dren who wil l l ive somewhere else ,  and who wil l  share  a c onm1on 
cul ture . A l l  of them wi l l  be exposed to the c omplexity a nd 
the mora l .and soc ia l  ambigu ities of a c ivi l i za tion tha t den ies 
s impl e a nswers , r idicu les  school boy max ims a nd de stroys thos e 
who have not learned effic ient methods of  deal5ng wi th techno
logical a nd s ocia l machinery. 

1 

I f  schools  indeed perform this  rol e , this  genera tes  s pe cula tion 

a s  to  whe ther a high school in agricultura l South Da kota provides  l i -

brary res ources perce ived by students to be med ia tha t wi l l  he l p  them 

a dj u st to potentia l metropol itan residence , exercise  voting pr ivi l eges 

at age 18, and become informed c it izens . 

The l i fe of  a high school student i s  busy  and c ompl ica ted� 

ta ken up  with clas ses , homework, school -rela ted a ct iviti e s , a nd a 

norma l teenager ' s soc ia l l i fe . Such soc ia l ly intera ctive  a ct ivities  

include  both the forma l and informa l  sharing of informa tion and  opin-

i on i n  the c la ssroom and a mong peers.  Some of  thi s  intera c tion  

. 1  Peter Schra g ,  Vo ices  in  the Cla ssroom: Publ i c  Schoo l s  a nd 
Pu bl i c  Attitudes ( Boston : Bea con Press ,  1 965 ) , P· 2 .  



requires the student to util ize  va ri�nt types o f  media a s  res ources 

to secure desired informa tion and formu la te opinion , a nd in this com-

plex world ,  such res ourc es are likely to be mas s  media ra ther than  

individuated.  A s  Rivers and Schra mm2 wrote : 

Mos t  of  u s  depend upon ma ss  c ommun ica tion products  for a 
la rg e  ma jority of  a l l  the informa tion and enterta inment we 
receive during l i fe .  The expa nse of  our knowl edg e  of publ ic . 
a ffa irs must  c ome from the ma s s  media . There s imp l y  a re no 
pra ctica l a l ternatives .  

Sta tement of  the Problem 

This rea l ity gave rise to the fol lowing res ea rch  problem :  

What media a re u sed by Brookings High School s tudents for 

2 

informa t i on ga thering
.
and/or opinion forming c oncerning current is sues , 

how doe s  this u s e  va ry a ccordinq to se l ected sociot=conomic and scho-

l a stic  fa ctors ,  a nd how do these selected fa ctors he lp explain use? 

Importa nce of the Probl em  

A study such  as  this is  important in that a s tudent with the 

des i re to keep a brea st of current events should  h�ve a n  e qua l oppor-

tunity to read the current periodica l s . If the home is una ble 

fina nc ia l l y  to provide this materia l ,  the schoo l s  should  a s sume the 

rol e of provider . I f  a l l  students have a cc e s s  to current ma teria l s  

a nd d o  not depend upon l ibra ry periodica l s ;  perhaps  the amount of 

money being budgeted cannot be j usti fied .  

. 2 Wil liam L. Rivers and Wilbur Schra mm ,  Respons ibi l ity in Mas s 
C ommuni cat i on ,  Revised Ed. ( New York :  Ha rpe r  a nd Row ,  1 969), p . 14 .  



Objectives  of  ·the Study 

The obj ectives of  this study were to determine : 

1. Wha t media did the students of  Brookings High School use 

for informa tion gathering a nd/or opinion formul a tion c on c erning cur

rent issues?  

3 

2 .  How the use  o f  different types o f  media varied a c cording to 

s e l e c ted s ocioeconomic a nd schola stic a chievement fa ctors?  

3 .  What s ocioeconomic and s chola stic a chievement fa ctors 

hel ped expla in variant use  of the school l ibrary a s  a r e source to a id 

in better understa nding current issues? 
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CHAPTER I I  

REVIEW OF  LITERATURE 

Recent Selected L itera ture 

F or the purposes of this  study literature publ i shed from 1 960 

to the present and rela ted to the se lection a nd use of media by high 

s choo l  s tudents wa s reviewed . The year 1 960 wa s chosen a s  the earl i -

est  da te because  before 1960 te l evis i on wa s not  a ma jor media resourc e 

in Sou th Da kota . This  section of  the s tudy reports such literature 

a nd sumrnarize s  pertinent genera liza tions derived from the review. 

Ga ry A .  Ste iner , l in The Peopl e  Look a t  Tel ev i s i on ,  reported 

a 1 960 s tudy of the adult  tel evis ion aud ience.  The survey ,  c onducted 

by the Roper Organization for the Bureau of  A pplied S oc ia l Research , 

wa s u nd erwr i tten by the Columbia Broa dca s t ing System . Of  the 2 , 427 

samp l ed respondents , seven perc ent were under 20 years of a g e . Find-

ings . pert inent to  the study were :  

1 .  The American tel evis ion audience  c ons ists o f  ma j or group-

.ings  varying a ccording to the socioeconomic  s ta tus  of  the household .  

1 Gary A .  Steiner, The Peopl e L ook a t  Televis ion :  A Study of 
Audi ence.Attitudes  ( New York : A l fred A .  Knopf , 1963). 



The type of  forma l school ing a tta ined by the respondents expla ined 

most his s e l ection into one of  the observed maj or groupings . 2 

2 .  Re spondents felt  that  news papers provided a more thorough 

c overa ge  of  importa nt events than rad io , but ra d io reporta g e  of the 

la test  news wa s fa ster a nd with more frequent s urrmra r ies . Newspapers 

· were  perc e ived a s  s omewha t more thorough than te l ev i s ion in  the pre-

senta t i on o f  news , but the respondents saw no d ifference s  between 

newspa pers a nd televis i on as to fa irness and b ia s . 3 . 

5 

Robert T .  Bower , 4 upda ting Ste iner ' s  work , reports a s tudy con-

duc ted by the Bureau of  Soc ia l Sc ienc e Research a nd funded by the 

Columbia Broa dca st ing Sys tem . This f i eld survey of 1 , 900 re spondents 

wa s a dmin istered by the Roper Organiza tion and inc luded a heavy samp-

l ing of  1 8  a nd 19-year olds . As  in 1 960 , forma l school ing expla i ned 

more of  the observed variation in the attitudes of the respondents 

toward te levis ion than  did other varia bl e s . 

The respondents felt  that :  

1 .  T e l ev is i on had surged ahead o f  newspa pers i n  g iv ing the 

most comple te news covera ge . 

2 Ste iner , p .  234 . 

3 Ste iner , p .  266 . 

4 Robert T .  Bower , Televis ion a nd the P ubl ic  ( New York :  Ho lt 
Rinehart a nd Win ston , Inc . ,  1 973 ) . 



2 .  Tel evis ion ha d repla ced rad i o  a s  the medium that g ives the 

la tes t  news most qu ickly . 5 

3 .  Te levis ion surpa ssed both newspapers  a nd rad i o  i n  present

ing the fa irest , most unbia sed news . 6 

The Ste iner and Bower studies were underwr itten by gra nts from 

the tel ev i s ion industry ; their findings mus t  be viewed a cc ordingly .  

The Bureau of  Advertis ing7 reported the resul ts o f  a news pa per 

6 

readership  survey c onducted by W. R .  S irrm1ons and Assoc ia te s . The sur -

vey found tha t 77 perc ent of  a ll adults 18 years or o lder read one or 

more  newspa pers da i l y . 

I n  1 966 , the Opin ion Research Corpora t ion a nd the Bureau of  

Advertis ing surveyed 479 youth , age 1 2  to 20 , regard in g  thei r  exposure 

during the prev ious da y to news from one or a c ombinat ion of  four 

ma j or types of ma ss  media . Responses of the teenagers ind ica ted tha t 

on the preced ing day 68 percent read a newspa per , 54 percent l istened 

to the rad i o , and 37 percent wa tched the televis i on news . El even per-

c ent of  the teena gers reported no exposure  to media the previ ou s  day .  

Tota l s  were arr ived at  by combin ing a l l exposure whether ea �h medium 

wa s used a lone  or in a combination of media . The f ind ings  are shown 

in  Ta ble  i.8 

5 Bower , p .  99 . 

6 Bower , p .  99 . 

7 The Arka nsas Publisher , October 1971 , P· 8. 

-8 Bureau of  Advertis ing , A.M.P.A . ,  When P eople Want to 
Know • . • Where Do They Go to Find Out? ( New York : Bureau of  Adver-
t is ing, 1967 ) , p .  103. 



TABLE 1 

YESTERDAY ' S  EXPOSURE TO NEWS FOR COMBI NATION 
OF MEDIA BY TEENAGERS 

Media  

Tota l Newspa per 
Tota l Rad i o  
Tota l Tel evis ion 

Newspa per Onl y  
Tel evis ion Only 
Radio  Onl y  

N&wspaper & Radio Onl y 
Newspaper & Telev i s ion Onl y  

Telev i s i on & Radio  Onl y  

A l l  Three Media  

No  E xposure to  Med ia News Yesterday 

Ba se : Number of Teenag ers = 100 percent 

Proporti on of 
Teenagers 

E xpos ed to " Med ia 

P erc ent 

68 
54 
37 

16 
6 

11 

25 
13 

4 

14 

11 

( 479) 

Note : The percentages  a dd to more than 100 beca use  respondents were 
e xposed to s evera l media . 

7 



Cha rl e s  S .  Steinberg9 presents some genera l c onc l u s i on s  about 

the ma s s  media audienc e and the media tha t apply to the teenagers in 

this  s tudy .  Ste inberg found: 

1. The a udienc e must be media a nd item se lective because  it  

is  l itera l ly inunda ted with communication stimul i .  

2 .  Ea ch member o f  the audience wi l l  select  media in terms of  

his own va lue system , educa tiona l bac kground, and economic  and  soc ia l  

sta tu s .  

3 .  Tel evision ' s thrus t  is  geared t o  the l argest  pos s ible 

8 

viewing a udienc e  and rea ches the grea test  cross - section of  the publ ic.  

4 .  A l though the demand is st i l l  great for newspapers as  a 

�CU::!.'Ce cf ir.fcrmation; resec.::!.'ch shows tha t audier:ccs place sr�:lte::!.' 

credibil ity in information rece ived from te levis ion news  broa dca sts . 

5 .  Genera l ly ,  the behavior o f  ma s s  media audiences  revea l s  

con s idera bl e cross fertil i za tion . The a udience  for one medium tends 

to seek exposure to other media . 

A 1960 study made by Wilbur Schra nmlO and others reported the 

fol l owing o bservat ions a bout student rea dership :  

L I n  the e ighth grade , 82 percent of the g ir l s  read the 

newspa per severa l t imes a week compared to 73 percent of the boys . 

9 Charles s. Ste inberg , The Conmunica tive Arts : An  I ntro
ducti on t o  Ma ss  Media , Studies in Publ ic  Commun ica tion (New York : 
Ha s tings House , 1 970 ) , pp. 43-46 . 

· 10 Wilbur Schramm , Ja ck Lyle , and Edwin Parker , "Pa tterns in 
Chil dren ' s Reading of Newspapers ," Journa l ism Quarter ly ,  37 : 35-40 
(Winter 1 960 ) • 



By the t ime young people are seniors; the proportion of boys reading 

the pa per a t  a g iven frequency is the same a s  for g irl s . 

2. Brighter students began newspa per reading pa tterns earl ier 

than s l ower s tudents. The percenta ge of top s tudents who read the 

pa per increa s e s  from 65 percent to 70 perc ent from e ighth to twel fth 

�rade . S l ower students make a gr eater readership ga in during thos e  

same four years : 30 to 55 percent. 

A lthough SchrarrITT1 ' s stu�y wa s intended to cover newspaper 

readership ,  the study a l so  reported the children ' s  exposure  to tel e -

9 

v i s ion . Find ings indicated tha t tel evis ion wa tching pa tterns rema ined 

s imi lar  from the e ighth to the twel fth grade for those  students who 

wa tched a t  l ea st  two hours a day. For the top 20 perc ent s chola s t i -

ca l ly ,  the pro portion rema ined constant a t  3 0  percent. For the l owest  

20 perc ent scholast ica l ly ,  the perc entage  of  v iewing dropped s l ightly 

from 75 percent to 66 percent . 

In a s tudy of  Wisconsin newspa per " non-readers" ,  Wes tley  and 

Sever inl l  found tha t non-readers were l ower on the. oc cupa tion s ca l e , 

l ower in educa tiona l a tta inment , and l ower in income . Non-readers 

regarded themselves as "working c la s s , "  be longed to few forma l organ-

iza t i ons and  had no po l it ica l a ffil ia tion .  

11 Bruce  H .  Westley and Werner J. Sever in , "A Prof i l e  o f  the 
Da i l y  News pa per Non-Reader , " Journa li sm Quarterly,  4 1 : 45-60 , 156 
(Winter 1 964 ) • 
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Brad l ey S .  Greenberg ' s 12  study of  media  use  wa s a c ompilation 

of two 1964 surveys , one in San Jose , Ca l iforn ia , and a s imilar study 

in La ns ing , Michigan . The report examined the fa c tors which  l ead an  

ind ividua l t o  choose  one medium rather than a nother . F indings  from 

the s tudy were : 

1 .  More tha n 85  percent of  �he responses  l is ted newspa pers  

and te l ev i s i on as  the best  sources of current event  n ews . 

2 .  N ewspa pers were no�longer the so le  princ ipa l n ews source ; 

tel ev i s i on had emerged a s  the princ ipa l sourc e . 

3 .  Respond�nts thought te levi s i on a more bel ieva bl e source 

than  newspa pers • 

. 4. L ower educa ted respondents were the heaviest  te l evis ion 

wa tchers . 

Sunmary of Literature Rev iew 

The l itera ture suggests the fol lowing propos itions  a s  a ppl i-

cabl e  to the study of Brookings teenagers : 

1. Ea c h  member of-the audienc e wil l  s e l ec t  media in terms of 

his own va lue  system , educa tiona l ba ckground a nd e c onomic  a nd s oc ia l  

sta tu s . 

2. The us�  of  different media wi l l  vary with the educa t iona l 

leve l ,o f the audienc e :  the higher the educa t ion , the grea ter the 

12 Bradley s. Greenberg , "Med ia Use a nd Be l iev abil i ty : Some 
Mul tipl e Corre l a tes , "  Journa l i sm Quarterly, 43 :

.
665-670 , 732 ( Winter 

1966 ) • . 



rel iance  on pr int ; the l ower the educa tion , the greater the rel iance  

on  audio-v isua l media . 

3 .  The behavior of mas s  med ia audience s  wi l l  show c ons ider

a bl e  cro s s  fertil i za tion . The audience for one med ium tends to seek  

exposure  t o  other media . 

4. Newspa pers are no  l onget the principal news s ourc e  but 

have been replaced by te levis i on .  

5. Newspa per readership increa ses  a s  chi ldren ma ture chrono

log ica l ly and grow academica l ly .  

1 1  



12  

CHAPTER I I I  

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Da v id M .  Whi te l ha s noted t0.a t  in the f ield  o f  c ommuni ca tion 

research a l a rg e  portion of  the work must  be credited to s chol ars 

from the a ca demic disc ipl ines . For many earl ier studi e s  ba s ic know-

l edge from the disc ipl ines of  psychology , sociol ogy , history , a nd 

education ha s been used a s  the framework for hypothes is testing. 

For thi s  study conc epts and genera l iza tions from the behav-

iora l s c i enc es  wi l l  be used to devise  a theoretica l framework , 

together with a ssoc ia ted hypotheses.  

Theories  a nd Conc epts 

Berel son  a nd Ste iner2 c onclude tha t men d i ffer in  soc ia l  c lass , 

sta tu s , inte l l igence ,  persona l ity , group , a nd ins titutiona l  a ff ili-

a tions . Further they suggest that a �  part of  thi� d i fferentiation , 

observabl e variations exist in the ir a ttitudes ,  opinion s , a nd bel iefs. 

1 David M .  White , " Ma s s -Communi cations Res earch :  A View in 
Perspective , "  in  Lewi s A .  Dexter a nd David M . White , eds . , P e ople , 
Soc iety, a nd Mas s Commun ica tions  (New York: The Fre e  Pre s s , 1964), 
p .  521. 

2 Bernard Berel son and Ga ry Ste iner , Human  Behav i or :  An 
Inventory o f  S c ientific  Find ings (New York: Ha rcourt , Bra c e , & World , 
Inc . ,  1964), p. 557 . 
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I f  this  i s  true for members of soc iety in genera l ,  it  would a ppear 

that the a ttitude of teena gers toward media  would  a l s o  be a function 

of the va ria tions  in soc ioeconomic sta tus a nd a fa ctor o f  s c hola stic 

a chievement . 

Bere l s on and
1

Ste iner3 sta te that in genera l , a tt i tude s ,  opin-

ion s , a nd bel iefs  re fer to a person ' s  ra tiona l or emoti ona l preference 

for one s ide  or other of  a controvers ia l matter in publ i c  doma in .  

O pin ions  a re short-run- judgments or preferences  .usua l l y  con

cerned with publ i c  a ffa irs : an  express ion or a gue ss . 4 Da n iel  Katz5 

a dds  that i t  i s  the verba l express ion of an  a tt itude . 

A tt itudes are j udgments tha t are more la s ting a nd enc ompa ss ing 

thar1 opinions and are often referred to as views or convictions.6 

Kat z? s ta te s  tha t a ttitude is  the predispos ition of  the ind ividua l to 

eva l ua te a s pects of his  world for good or bad .  Shaw and Wright8 add 

that a n  a tt i tude is  a l earned , re latively sta ble predispo s i tion of an  

individua l to a ct in a c erta in manner . 

3 Berelson and Ste iner , p .  557 . 

4 Berelson a nd Ste iner , p. 558 . 

5 Da n iel  Ka tz , "The Functiona l Approa ch to the Study o f  At
titudes ,'' in Bernard Berelson and Morris Ja nowitz , eds . , Reader in 
Publ ic Opin ion a nd Conm1un icat ion , 2d Ed . (New York :  The Free Press ,  
1966), p .  55 . 

6 Berelson  a nd Ste iner , P· 558 . 

7 Ka tz  , p .  55 . 

8 Marvin  E .  Shaw and Ja ck M . Wright , Sca l e s  for the f ea surement 
of Attitudes (Nevi York :  McGraw-Hi l l  Book Compa ny , Inc., 1967), P• 13. -

292573 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRAR)' 



Be l i e fs are ba s ic judgments dea l ing with the central va lues 

of  l i fe : va lues  or s ent iments. 9 
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·Communi ca tion is  the act  or proc ess  o f  transmitt ing , by the 

use  of symbols , information , idea s , emotions , or sk ill s. Ma s s  media , 

which  inc ludes newspa pers , books , maga z ines , televis i on , radi o , and 

f i lms  are extens ions of  personal transmiss ions provid ing the capac ity 

to  c ommunica te from a s ingle sourc e to large numbers of  peopl e. 10 

The audience , composed-of individua l members , br ings to  any 

communica tion its  ba ckgr ound of  informa t ion , interests , a tt itudes , 

sta tu s , and persona lity. This sta te i s  ca l led pred ispos it ion.  The 

ind ivi dua l's cho ic e  of media for c ommunication recept ion will be 

determined by his opinions and attitudes- -his predisposition . 11 

A number of  theoretical orientat i ons ha ve been formula ted to 

expla in  pos s ibl e fa ctors a s soc ia ted with the a tt itudes  a nd media 

s e lect ion of  the teena ge audience in Brookings High School. 

Berelson and Ste inerl2 conclude tha t there are di fferences  in 

a tt itudes tha t der ive from the soc ial stra ta in which people f ind 

themse lves , or from their soc ial  chara cteri sti c s , such a s  res idence , 

c l a s s , a nd a ge.  

9 Berel son and Ste iner , P· 558 . 

10 Berelson and Ste iner , P· 528 . 

11 Berelson and Ste iner , PP· 528-530. 

12 Berelson a nd Ste iner , PP· 528 -572. 



Rega rd ing fa ctors rela ted to this  s tudy they report : 

1. Students will refiect  the s o c ia l  stra ta o f  their parents .  

2. Students will re flect the economic a nd educa t i ona l char

a cter o f  their pa rents . 

3 .  People tend to c onsc i ously choose c onm1unicat ions  tha t a re 

congenia l to the ir pred ispo s i tions . 
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4. Sel f-se lection o f  corrm\Unica tions exposure i s  complementary , 

not suppl ementary , and t ends to concentra te ,  not to d iffuse  exposure. 

5. The h igher the educat iona l level, the grea ter the _re l iance  

on  print c orrmiun ica tions ; the lower the educat ion l evel ,  the g reater 

the reliance ori  aura l  and picture media . 

6 .  Peopl e tend to perceive and interpret c onmiun ica tion in 

accordance with the ir own predispos itions , and thi s  perception and 

retention of  fa ctua l informa t ion is seldom a f fected by the c red ibil

ity of the c ommunica tor . 

7. A lthough ma ss  media can be a trusted s ourc e  of  informa tion ,  

face-to- fa c e  communica tion with a trusted sourc e  will be more influ

ent ia l . 

There fore :  

Hypothes i s.I. The higher the soc ioeconomic  fa c tor ,  the higher 

the u �e o f  current l ibra ry ma terials . 

Hypothes i s  2 .  The higher the grade leve l of  the s tudent , the 

grea ter the use  of current library ma teria ls . 



Hypothe s i s  3 . The greater the a cqua inta nce with known c om

mun ity authorities , the greater the use of persona l c onmillnica tion. 

Hypothe s i s  4 .  The grea ter the use  of news pa pers o r  maga z ines 

a t  home , the greater the use of library periodicals .  

16 
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. CHAPTER ·rv 

METHODOLOGY 

Unit of Ana lys is 

The un it of  a na l ys i s  for this study wa s a n  ind ividua l Brookings 

high school student who a ttended an  Engl ish  c la s s  on May 14 , 1 973 . 

Genera l Procedures 

To gather da ta a sel f-administered questionnaire wa s developed 

a nd pretested a sking questions related to the res ponden t ,  his  house

hold , his use  of media , a nd his attitudes  toward med ia . The question

na ire a s ked the student to he lp  us determine his interest in current 

nationa l  a nd interna tiona l a ffa irs , and to indica te the media he used 

t o  l oca {e the informa tion a bout current a ffa irs . 

The cho i c e  of  Engl ish cla ss wa s ma de to rea ch the largest  per

centage  of the student body.  Even though a l l  seniors were not ta king 

Engl ish  IV, ( s ome had substituted j ourna l ism or deba te) no other 

ser ies of c l a s ses  rea ched a s  many students during the c ourse of one 

day .  

The returned questionna ires were chec ked for c omple tion o f  .da ta 

and recorded on I BJvl  cards fol l owing stand�rd cod ing pro c edure s .  

The fir s t  part of  the questionna ire collected s oc ia l a nd 

economic  da ta for ea ch  respondent : age , grade l evel , grade  point 

avera ge ,  parenta l occupa ti on , and pla ce  of res idence.  
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Parenta l occupa t i on wa s coded :on a n ine -point s ca l e  as  fol 

l ows : (1)  propr ietors , (2 ) executives a nd off i c ia l s , (3) profe ss iona l 

a nd techn i ca l , ( 4 ) c l erica l  a nd sa l es , (5 ) farmers , ( 6 ) foremen a nd 

ma nua l ,  (7 ) retired , (8 ) unempl oyed , a nd (9) homema ker . For this  

sca l e , ordina l ity wa s presumed , espec ia l ly for va l ue s  one through 

s ix . The pla c e  of res idence wa s coded us ing c oncentr i c  zones  a s  

area s w ith Ma i n  Avenue a s  the center . 

The second section of the questionna ire sought to  identi fy the 

med ia u sed  by the students of Brookings High School . This section 

a sked the number of  newspa per s and news maga z ines  rece ived in the 

hoows , the number of t imes students had read same during the s e cond 

week  of  Ma y  1 973 , and the number of times they had wa tched na t i ona l 

newsca sts  on te l evis ion and/or had l i stened to ra dio  newsc a sts during 

the s ame period . 

Further , the number of times a student d iscussed  na tiona l news 

wa s noted , and students indicated with whom they ha d had a d iscussion . 

Ac qua inta nce  or non -a c qua intance  with a n  authority wa s indica ted by 

the students . 

The third section used a seven-po int Likert-type sca l e  to 

determine the a ttitudes of the student toward the d ifferent med ia� 

Students were a sked to  ind ica te the extent of a greement or d isagree

ment to stimulus  sta tements perta in ing to ea ch medium , with strong 

a greement a s s igned the va lue of seven , undec ided four , a nd strong 

di sa gre ement  one . A l l  statements were phra sed pos itive l y .  



Respondents were a l so a sked td check  the med ium they fe l t  wa s 

the most a c cura te . The code wa s a s  fol l ows : (1) books , ( 2 ) news 

maga z ines , ( 3 ) newspa pers , ( 4 ) televis ion newsca sts , a nd (5 ) rad i o  

newsca sts . 

A copy of  the questionna ire a ppears in the A ppendix . 

1 9  

The  number of  c ompl eted questionna ires wa s 663 , a nd frequenc ies 

and percentages  f or this tota l were f igured . Not a l l respondents 

a nswered every question . 

Dependent Varia bl es 

The dependent var ia bl es were : 

1 .  Number of  times the student rea d l ibrary newspa pers dur ing 

the des igna ted reporta ge week (Y1 ) . 

2 .  Number of  times the s tudent read l ibrary news ma ga z ines 

during the des ignated repo�tage week (Y2 ) . 

3 .  Student u se of l ibrary ma ter ia l s  f or researc h  during the 

peri od Ja nuary 22 , 1 973 , to Ma y 1 1 , 1973  ( Y3 ) . 

Independent Varia bles  

The  independent variables were : 

1 .  Grade l eve l of s tudent (Xl ) . 

2 .  Age  of  student (X2 ) . 

3 .  Grade point average of  student (X3 ) . 

4 . Occupa ti on of  student ' s  parent (X4 ) . 

5. Res identia l area (X5). 
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6. Number of s ibl ings (X6 ) • 

7. Frequency of  newspaper readership (X7 ) . 

s. Number of  da ily newspa pers rece ived in  the student ' s  

home (Xg ) • 

9 .  Frequency of  news maga z ine readership  (x9). 

10 .  Number of  weekly news ��ga z ines rece ived in student's 

home (XlO ) . 

11 . Frequency of stud�nt exposure to te l ev i s i on news broa d-

ca sts (Xl l
) . 

12 . Frequehcy of student l is tening to rad i o  news broad -

ca s ts ( Xl 2 ) . 

13 . Frequency of  student discuss ion of  curren t  news w i th 

friends (x13). 

14 . Frequency of  student discu s s i on of  news with a c qua intance 

perce ived a s  an author ity (X14 ) . 

15 . Extent student he ld tha t newspapers are a good news 

sourc e  (x1 5
) • 

16. Extent student he ld  tha t ma ga zines are a good news 

source (x1 6
) 

• 
17 . Extent s tudent he ld that televis ion i s  a good news 

source  (x17 .
) . 

18 .  Extent s tudent he ld tha t  radio  is a g ood news source  (x18). 

19 .  Extent student he ld  tha t reference works are  a g ood news 

sourc e (x1 9
) . 

20 . Studen t ' s pre f erred news source ( X20 ) · 
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Nu l l -Hypothes is 

To test  pos s i bl e  a s socia tions c erta in variables  were s e l ec ted 

and c onjectura l rela tionships hypothes ized in nu l l  f orm for ea ch  sub

s equent regres s i on se lection. The nu l l -hypothes e s  a re g iven in 

Cha pter V I . 

Mode of  Ana lys is and S igni ficance  L eve l 

The s ta tistica l a na l ys is used was a · step-wis e  -l ea st s quares 

mul tivaria te  l inear regress ion. This  mea ns of a na l ys is wa s des igned 

to a cc ount f or the . variabil ity of the dependent varia bl e s  a s  they 

might be a s s oc.ia ted with the variabil ity of the independent varia bl es  • . 

Thi s  program permitted the resea rcher to test for mul t ipl e e f fects by 

ass essing the rel ative importance of ea ch of  the independent varia bl es 

a s  they were added or del eted , a l l owing s ome mea sure o f  the extent to 

whic h  e a ch  of the independ�nt var ia bl es  contributed to the explained 

var ia ti on in the dependent varia bles when a g iven l evel  of s ignif icance 

was s pe c i f ied . 

The f ormula for the regress ion equa tion a s sumed the form 

y = a + b1X1 + Br2 + • • • + bkX k • 

The s pe c i fied l evel o f  s ignif icance wa s 0 . 05 .  

De finitions 

A l l  terms  requ iring definition are def ined in the manu script · 

at the pla c e  of occurrence. 



CHAPTER V 

MEDIA USED BY THE STUDENTS OF BROOKINGS HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR INFORMATION GATHERING AND/OR OPINION 

FORMULATION ABOUT CURRENT ISSUES 
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Thi s cha pter a ttempts to fu l fill Objective One o f  thi s  s tudy ; 

namel y ,  to  determine the media used by the students of  Brookings  High 

School  for information gathering a nd/or opinion formu l a t i on a bout 

current i s sue s . This chapter reports findings r egarding : 

1 .  Acces s ibil i ty of  media .  

2 .  Respondent ' s  exposure t o  media . 

3. Res pondent ' s discussion of current affairs .  

4. Respondent ' s  a c quaintance with a nd u s e  of corrm1unity 

authorities . 

5 .  Respondent's use  of l ibrary per iodical s .  

6. Respondent's attitudes toward the var ious media and toward 

accuracy of  media . 

Re spondent Exposure to Med ia 

A lmos t  8 9 percent of the respondents rece ived a da i ly newspa per 

in the ir homes ( Ta bl e 2 ) . Respondents indica ted tha t 24 . 7  perc ent of 

the homes rece ive one newspaper da ily , 50 . 6  percent rec e ived two , a nd 

12 . 2  percen t  received three . Sl ightly over one percent rece ived four 

or more ( Ta bl e 3). 



Rece ive 

Rec e ive 

N = 663 

TABLE :2 

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO RECE IVE 
NEWSPAPERS AND MA.GAZINES AT HOME 

YES 
N % N 

Newspapers 588 88 . 6  75 

News Magazines 375 56 . 4  288 

TABLE 3 

NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS AND NEWS MAGAZINES RECEIVED AT 
RESPONDENTS '  HO MES , BY FREQUENCY AND PERCENT 

23 

NO 
% 

1 1 . 3  

43 . 6 

Newspapers News Magaz ines 

N % N % 

None 75 1 1 . 3  291 43 . 8  

One  164 24. 7  1 97 29 . 7  

Two 336 50 . 6  1 15 17 . 3  

Jhree  81  1 2 . 2  43 6 . 5  

Four 6 0 . 9  1 1  1 . 7 

F ive or more 1 0. 2 6 0 . 9  

N ::: 663 
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News ma ga z ines  are not subscr ibed to  in the same frequency a s  

da ily newspa pers i n  student homes.  Repl ies  show that 56.3 percent of 

the homes rece ived a weekly news ma ga zine  ( Ta ble 2), w ith 29. 7 per

cent of the homes  rece iving only one a nd 17. 3 percent  rece iving two. 

Jus t  over n in e  percent received three or more ( Tabl e 3). 

Student exposure to media var ied wide ly throughout the wee k  

both a s  to frequency o f  u s e  a nd medium ( Tabl e 4). Onl y  7. 4 percent of 

the respondents indicated they had not read a newspa per during the 

week , wherea s 34. 0 percent reported they had read the n ewspa per every 

da y .  

News ma ga z ines had the largest  percenta g e  of  non -use  among 

re spondents : 33.3 percent reported they had not read orie news maga

z ine.  The largest ca tegory of s tudent exposure to  ma ga zines  wa s two 

times a wee k , reported by 18 . 1  percent  ( Ta ble 4). 

Da ta regarding the frequenc ies for te l evis i on news ca s t  v iewing 

produced no  pronounced pa ttern but ra ther fa irl y even d is tr ibut ions.  

The large s t  number of  students , 17 . 2  percent , reported v i ewing news 

ca sts f ive times a week. Da i l y  viewing of  newsca sts  wa s reported by 

16.7 perce n t  of the students (Ta bl e 4). 

The proportion of  students l isten ing to rad io n ewsca s ts ranged 

from 25. 6 percen t , who l istened da ily ,  to 5.0 perc ent , who reported 

l is tening s ix times weekly (Ta ble 4). 



Exposure 
During Week 

0 
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2 

3 

4 

5 
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7 

N = 663 

TABLE 4 

RESPONDENTS' EXPOSURE TO VARIANT NEWS MEDIA, 
BY NUMBER AND .PERCENT 

Newspapers Magazines Television 
N % N % N % 

49 7 . 4 221 33 . 3  82 1 2. 4  

39 5. 9 1 18 17 . 8  44 6 . 6  

50 7 . 5  1 20 18. 1 81 1 2. 2 

68 10 . 2  91 13 . 7  91 13 . 7  

82  1 2 . 4  46 6. 9 100 1 5. 1  

92 13 . 9  30 4 . 5  114 17 . 2  

57 8. 6  10 1. 5 40 6 . 0  

226 34 . 0  26 3. 9 1 1 1  16 . 7  

Radio 
N 

1 1 5  

55 

7 2  

73 

67 

77 

33 

171 

% 

17 . 3  

8 . 3  

10 . 8  

11. 0  

10.1 

11. 6  

5. 0 

25. 6 

I\.) 
U1 



26 

Student D i scus s i on of News a:nd Opinion Formu lat i on 

The frequency with which s tudents d iscuss ed curr ent  events �ith 

other persons during the week var ied. Thirty perc ent o f  the students 

sa id they had not discussed current events with a nyone , 49 . 6  percent 

s a id they had d i scussed current news from one to thr e e  times  with 

other people , a nd 20 . 3  perc ent reported four or more c onversa tions 

( Table 5). 

Number of  
t imes 

D iscus sed 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

N ::: 663 

TABLE 5 

EXTENT STUDENTS DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS WITH 
ADULT AUTHORITIES A ND FRIENDS , 

BY NUMBER AND PERCENT 

Number of 
Students 

199 

1 10 

128 

91 

50 

26 

17 

42 

P erc ent 

30 . 0  

1 6 . 6  

19 . 3  

13 . 7 

7 . 5 

3 . 9  

2 . 6  

6 . 3  
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Student repl ies  showed tha t 64 . 2  percent of the respondents 

knew pers ona l ly s omeone who could  be cons idered an author i ty on na tion-

a l  and interna tiona l news (Ta ble 6) . A l though 64 . 2  percent  indica ted 

knowing a uthority ,  on ly 55 . 4  perc ent sa id they d is cu ssed  news reports 

with o thers before  they formed opinions (Ta ble 7 ) . 

TABLE 6 

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO ARE PERSONALLY 
ACQUAINTED WITH AN AUTHORITY WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE 

OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

N 

Acqua inted 426 

Not  A c qua inted 229 

Don't Know 8 

N = 663 

% 

64 . 2  

34 . 5  

1 . 2 



TABLE 7 

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO D ISCUSS NE WS 
REPORTS WITH OTHERS BEFORE FORMING OPINIONS 

N 

Do Discu s s  368 

Don't Discu s s  274 

Sometimes D iscu s s  21 

N = 663 

% 

55.4 

41.3 

3.3 

S tudents pre ferred ma ss  med ia for informa tion ga ther ing when 
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forming opini on s  (Ta bl e  8) with 60 . 5  percent of  the students s e lecting 

mas s media , 32.1 percent preferr ing pers ona l a dvice , a nd 7 . 2  percent 

favoring a c ombina t ion of the two . 

Student Use of Library Periodica l s 

Use of  library news maga z ines a nd da ily  newspa pers by high 

school s tudents is l ow.  Students were a sked to indica te the number 

of  times within the preceding wee k  tha t they had read a newspa per or 

news ma ga zine  from the school  l ibrary and 88.4 percent o f  the students 

checked zero t imes  for newspa pers , and 7 9 . 5  percent checked zero times 

for news ma ga z ines  ( Ta ble 9 ) . Al though use  of  l ibrary period ica l s  is 

l ow ,  g enera l media use by s tudents is high (Tabl e 4) • 



TABLE 8 

EXTENT RESPONDENTS FAVOR JV!ASS MEDIA INFORJVLl\TION C0fv1PARED 
TO PERSONAL ADV ICE , BY NUMBER AND PERCENT 

N 

Ma s s  Med ia 402 

Per sona l Advice  213 

Combina tion of Ma s s  Media  
a nd Pers ona l Advice  48 

N = 663 

TABLE 9 

EXTENT RESPONDENTS USE L IBRARY PERIODICALS ,  
BY NUMBER AND P ERCENT 

% 

60.5 

32.1 

7.2 

Read Library Read L i brary 
Newspapers Ma ga zines  

N % N % 

0 587 88.4 528 79.5 
1 40 6.0 53 8.0 

2 19 2.9 35 5.3 

3 8 1.2 26 3.9 

4 4 0.6 6 0 . 9 
5 5 0.8 6 0.9 

6 3 0.5 

7 6 0.9 

N = 663 

29 
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When the s tudents were a sked if they had u sed l ibrary periodi

ca l s  for research work dur ing the period from January 22 , 197 3 ,  to.May 

11 , 1 973 ,  a lmost 60 percent indicated use  ( Ta bl e 10 ) . 

TABLE 1 0  

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO USE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY PERIODICALS FOR RESEARCH 

N 

Use Library Pe�iodica l s  396 

Don ' t Us e L ibrary Period ica l s  259 

N = 663 

Student Attitudes on Sel ected Media as News Sources  

% 

59 . 6  

39 . 0  

The extent t o  which students agreed or disagreed tha t s e lected 

media . were g ood s ourc es of  informa tion regarding current a ffa irs is 

s hown in Ta ble 1 1 . The largest  percentage  (1 1 . 8) o f  the s tudents . 

s trong ly a greed tha t tel evis ion is  a good source  o f  informa ti on . The 

larg e s t  group to hold tha t a g iven medium is not  a g ood s ourc e  were 

thos e  who f e l t  tha t re ference works were not ( 1 9 . 7  percent ) . S e l ected 

percenta ge s  o f  s tudents who held  to some extent tha t ea ch  medium wa s a 



Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Somewhat Agree 

Undecided 

Somewhat Disagree 

Disagre.e 

Strongly Disagree 

N = 663 

TABLE 1 1  

EXTENT RESPONDENTS HOLD THAT SELECTED MEDIA ARE BEST 
SOURCE FOR INFORMATION REGARDING CURRENT 

AFFAIRS, BY NUMBF-R AND PERCENT 

News TV Radio 
Newspapers Magazines Newscasts Newscasts 

N % N % N % N % 

1 6  2. 4 57 8 . 6  78  1 1 . 8  28 4 . 2 
i 

154 23 . 2  189 28 . 5  205 30 . 9  129 19. 4 

237 35�7 207 31 . 2  199 30 . 0  204 30 . 7  

93 14 . 0  104 15 . 7 80 12. 1  1 26 19. 0 

86 13 . 0  69 10 . 4  63 9 . 5  104 1 5. 7  

56 8 . 4  26 3 . 9  26 3 . 9  55 8. 3 

20 3 . ·o 1 1  1.7 12 1. 8 17 2. 6 

Reference 
Works 

N % 

20 3 . 0  

38 5. 7 

66 9. 9 

87 13 . 1  

105 15 . 8  

214 32. 2 

131 19 .. 7 

w 
I-' 



good · s ourc e  for current informa tion were : te l evis ion , 72 . 6  percent ; 

news maga zines , 68 . 2  percent ;  newspapers , 61. 3 perc ent ; ra dio  news

ca sts , 54 . 4 percent ; a nd reference works � 18 . 8 percent . 
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When  a sked to choose  the medium they fe l t  ·the mos t- a c curate , 

students  fo l l owed a pa ttern s imilar to tha t for cho i c e  of  bes t  s ource 

of i nforma t ion . Te l evis ion newsca sts were chosen by 42 . 0  percent  of 

the respondents as possessing the greatest  a c cura cy  ( Ta bl e 1 2) , news 

maga zines  were s ec ond with 3 4�0 percent , and newspa pers  were third 

with 1 3 . 0  percent . F ourth pla c e  wa s g iven to  re fer�nce  works with 

4. 2  percent , and fifth wa s radio with 3 . 2  percent . A sma l l  group of  

students ( 3. 6  percent ) chose  more than one medium . 



Rank 

F irst  

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

F ifth 

More tha n 

N = 663 

TABLE 1:2 

RESPONDENTS'  RANK-ORDERED CHOICE OF SELECTED 
ME D IA ON THE BA SIS  OF PERCEIVED ACCURACY , 

BY NUMBER AND PERCENT 

Type of Media N 

Te levis ion 279 

News Ma ga z_ines 226 

Newspa pers  86 

Reference Works 28 

Radio  21 

one mt-d ium chosen 23 

33 

% 

42.0 

34.0 

1 3.0 

4 . 2  

3.2 

...... /" -.) • 0 



CHAPTER VI 

ANALYSIS AND F INDINGS 

This cha pter reports the f indings related to the a s soc ia tion 

between  s e l e cted independent varia bl es and the respe c tive dependent 

varia bl es . 

Statistica l Test 

For the purpose of testing the a s s oc ia ti on betwee n  the vari-

a bl e s , a s tep-wise lea st squares multipl e regre s s ion a nal ys i s  was 

used . The  a s s oc iation between the varia bles  wa s tes ted at the 0 . 05 

l evel o f  s ign i ficance . 

Th e  varia bl e s  x1 through x20 were specified in  Cha pter IV as  

bel ong ing to  a varia bl e set with ea ch defined as  fo l l ows : 

X1 = grade  l evel of student , 

x2 = age of  student , 

x3 = grade  point average of student, 

x4 = occupa tion of s tudent ' s  pa rent,  

_ x 5  = re s identia l area , 

x6 = number of s ibl ings , 

X7 = frequency of  newspa per readership , 
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Xg = number of da i l y  newspa pers received in the student ' s  home , 

X9 = frequency of  news maga z ine  readership ,  
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X10 = number of weekly news maga z ines rece ived in student ' s  

home , 

x11 = fre quency of  student exposure to telev i s i on news broad -

ca sts , 

x12 = frequency of  student l istening to rad i o  news broa dca sts , 

x13 frequency of student d i s cuss ion of  current news with 

friend s ,  

s ource ,  

s ource ,  

s ource , 

s ource ,  

X14 frequency of stud€nt di scuss ion of  news with author ity , 

x15 extent student he ld tha t newspa pers a re a good news 

x16 extent student held that maga z ines  are  a g ood news 

x17 e xtent student he ld tha t tel evis ion i s  a g ood news 

x18 = extent student held tha t radio  i s  a good news s our c e ,  

x19 = e xtent student held that reference  works are a good news 

x20 = s tudent ' s  preferred news source . 

The dependent varia bles  were : 

· Y = number of times student read l ibrary newspa pers during 
1 

the des igna ted reportage week , 

Y 2 = number of  times student read  1 ibrary n ews ma ga zines  during 

the des igna ted reportage week , 

• 



Y3 = s tudent use of l ibrary ma:ter ia l s  for research  during the 

per iod from January 22 , 1 973 , to May 1 1 , 1 97 3 . 
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For the purposes  of  test ing the s igni fica n c e  of the a s soc iation 

hypothes ized between the independent varia bles  a nd the dependent vari 

a bl e s , a nul l -hypothes is wa s formula ted . 

Assuming a "multivariate norma l"  populat i on , a nd tha t the least

squares  e quat i on represents the best e stimate of  the l inear regre ss ion 

e qua t i on ,  a nd def ining the multiple var iabl es x 1 , x2 , x 3 , • • •  x 20 a s  

a set , then the nu l l -hypothesis  wa s :  

The set  o f  independent varia bl es wil l not c ontr ibute s ignif i 

ca ntly to  the explana t ion of the variat ions observed in the dependent 

va ria bl es .  

The Stat istica l Find ings 

Ta ble 13 reports the · surns of squares a nd the proportion of 

var iance  a cc ounted for by the s igni fica nt independent var ia bl es in 

order of  importa nce  as entered into the equa tion for ea ch  of  the s ix 

mul tipl e regress ion selections . 
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Va.r ia bl e  
Number By 
Dependent 
V a r i a bl e 
S e l e c t ion 

S e l ection I 

( Y l ) 
X9 X5 
x6 
X s  
X7 X 1 X2 

Selection I I  

(Y2) 
X9 
X 1 0  
X3 
X 1 5  
X 8  
X5 
X 11 
xl 

Selection I I I  

(Y3 ) 
X 1  
X9 
X 1 6  
X3 

TABLE 13 

SUM OF SQUARES AND PROPORTION OF VARIANCE AO:OUNTED FOR BY THE S IGNIF ICANT 
INDEPENDENT VAR IABLES IN ORDER OF I MPORTANCE AS ENTERED INTO THE 

EQUATION, FOR EACH DEPENDEf iT VAR IABLE SELECTION 

Sum o f  Propor t ion Cumu l a t ive Regre s s i on 

Squar e s  o f  Propor t i on Coe f f ic ient 

A c c oun t ed Va ria t i on O f  Va r ia t i on For 

· F or Expla i ned Ex pla ined S ig n i f i c a n t  
Var i a bl e s  

9 . 998 0 . 029 0 . 029 0 . 06460 
2 . 586 0 . 001 0 . 036 -0 . 04337 
2 . 01 2  0 . 006 0 . 042 -0 . 03303 
1 . 210 0 . 003 0 . 046 -0 . 07327 
1 . 930 0 . 006 0 . 05 1  0 . 02465 
1 . 054 0 . 003 0 . 054 0 . 1 2754 
2 . 090 0 . 006 0 . 060 -0 . 09668 

143 . 765 0 . 155 0 . 155 0 . 256 1 2  
1 6 . 1 7 1  0 . 017 0 . 173 -0 . 17985 
1 2 . 357 0 . 01 3  0 . 1 86 0 . 21 551 
1 2 . 209 0 . 0 1 3  0 . 1 99 -0 . 07546 

4 . 779 0 . 005 0 . 205 0 . 1 3 965 
5 . 436 0 . 006 0 . 21 0  -0 . 06829 
4 . 475 0 . 005 0 . 2 1 5  -0 . 07 1 55 
5 . 650 0 . 006 0 . 221 -0 . 08378 

9 . 806 0 . 038 .0 . 038 -0 . 09221 
8 . 557 0 . 033 0 . 07 1  -0 . 04529 
4 . 752 0 . 01 8  0 . 090 -0 . 05509 
2 . 820 O . Ol l 0 . 1 0 1  -0 . 08984 

Y- Interc ept 

0 . 24 1 67 

0 . 35237 

2 . 24080 

VJ 
-...] 
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In Regres s i on Sel ect ion I the :varia bles  X9 , X5 , X6 , Xg , X7 , x1 , 

a nd X2 were found to c ontr ibute to the explanat ion of  the var ia tion ob

served  in dependent varia ble Yi · The sta tement of nu l l -a ss oc ia t ion 

between  these  independent var ia bles and the dependent var ia bl e  Y1 is 

rej e c ted . 

Sta ted de scr iptively ,  the respondents who reported grea ter use 

of l ibra ry newspa pers for current information were chara c teri zed by 

the fol l owing : 

home . 

1 .  Greater weekly frequency of news maga zine  readership . 

2 .  Res identia l adja cency to the c enter of  Brookings  c ity . 

3 . Sma l l er number of s ibl ings . 

4. Fewer da ily  newspa per subscriptions rece ived in student ' s  

5 . Grea ter weekly frequency of newspa per readersh i p . 

6 .  Membership in high school upper c l a s s  grade . 

7 . Younger age . 

In Regres s ion Sel ection I I  the var ia bl es X9 , X10 ' X3 , X1 5 , x8 , 

x5 , x17 , a nd x 1 were found to co�tribute to the explana t i on of the 

var iation obs erved in dependent var ia bl e Y2 · The sta tement of nu l l 

a s s o c ia t ion between these independent var iabl es a nd the dependent vari -

a bl e  Y2 i s  rej ected . 

Stated descr iptive ly ,  the respondents who reported grea ter use  

o f  l ibrary news ma ga z ines for current informa tion were cha ra c terized 

by: 



homes . 

1 .  Grea ter weekly  frequency o.f news ma ga z ine rea dersh ip .  

2 . Sma l l er receipt of  number of news ma ga z ines  in student ' s  

3 .  Higher a cademic a chievement .  

4 .  L ower degrees of sa tisfaction with newspa pers  a s  a s ource  

o f  news informa t ion . 
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5 .  Grea ter receipt of number of da ily  newspa pers in studen t ' s 

home s . 

6 .  Res identia l adja cency to the center of  Brookings c ity . 

7 . Lower degree of sa tisfa ction with te l ev i s ion a s  a s ource  of  

news information . 

8 .  Membership in high school l ower c l a s s  grade . 

I n  Regre s s ion Se lection I I I  variables  X1 , X9 , X1 6 ' a nd X3 were 

found to c ontribute to the explana tion of the var ia t i on observed in 

dependent var ia ble  v3 • The statement of  nu l l -a s soc ia ti on between 

these  independent variables and the dependent var iabl e  Y3 is rej ected .  

S ta ted descr iptive ly ,  the respondents who reported grea ter use  

of  l ibrary ma ga z ines for research purpose are chara cter ize d  by  the 

fol l owing : 

. 1. Membership in high school  lower grade . 

2 . Lower frequency of news maga zine readership . 

3 . Lower degrees of  sa tisfaction with maga z ines  a s  a s ource 

of news informa tion . 

4 .  Lower a ca dem ic a chievement . 
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CHAPTER V I I  

SUMJ'l�RY , CONCLUSIONS , IMPLICATIONS , A ND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Thi s  cha pter of the study inc ludes the fol l owing : 

L 

2 .  

A summary of the research problem , obj ective s , a nd des ign .  

A summary o f  the maj or f indings · der ived fr.om the genera l 

a na lys is  a nd from the research rela ted to the three  obj e ctives of  the 

study ,  together wi�h the c onclus ions drawn from each  set  of f ind ings . 

3 .  A pres enta tion of the impl ications for the Brookings High 

School  l ibrary a s  suggested by the find ings a nd c onclu s i ons . 

4. A s ta tement regard ing the l imita tions of  the s tudy , with 

recommenda t ions for further research . 

Sunmary of  the Research Probl em , Objectives , a nd Des ign 

Contemporary teena gers in the Un ited Sta te s  are bombarded by 

media d i s s eminating the la test news ·of  na t iona l tra gedy , triumph , or 

holding a c t ion . The avera ge student , v irtua l ly inundat ed with infor

mat ion from a l l  med ia , must  ma ke choices  a s  to which  source he wil l  

u s e  f or ga thering his  da ta , and he must ma ke  a second c ho i ce a s to  

whi c h  news i tems he  wi l l  se lect  to view , read , or  hear . 

When a med ia selection or i tern s e l e ction ha s been  made , under.

lying ind ividua l a ttitudes are instrumenta l in the fina l dec i s i on .  

Wha t  med ia wa s chosen and wha t fa ctors a f fected the cho i c es? These 



questi ons  gave r i se  to  the problem selected for inve s ti ga tion . 

Name ly :  Wha t med ia are used by Brookings Hi gh School s tudents for 

informa t i on ga thering and/or opinion forrnina concern ing current i s 

sues ; how does this use  vary a ccording to sel ected s oc i oecon om i c  and 

schola s t i c  fac tors ; and how do these selected fa c tors help expl a in 

use? 

Ba sed on the a bove probl em , this study wa s devel oped around a 

set  of  obj ect ives which were ts determine : 

1 .  Wha t media the students of  Brookings High School u sed for 

informa t i on ga ther ing and/or opinion formulation c onc ern ing current 

issue s . 
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2 . How the use of d i fferent types of  media  var i ed a cc ording to 

selected s oc ioeconomic and schola stic a chievement fa ctors . 

3 .  Wha t s oc ioeconomic and schola stic  a chievement fa ctors 

he l ped  expla in variant use of  the school l ibrary as a resourc e  to a id 

in better understa nd ing of current is sues . 

Cha pter I I  conta ined a review of selected l itera ture r e la ted to  

the problem under study . Genera l iza tions drawn from this  rev i ew of 

l itera ture releva nt to  the present study were sunm1a r i ze d . Thos e  a ppl i 

cabl e to the s tudy of  Brookings teenagers were :  

1 .  Ea ch  member of  the audience wil l  se lect  media  in  t erms of  

h i s  own va lue system , educationa l ba ckground , and econom ic and  soc ia l 

sta tu s . 

2. The use  o f  di f f erent media will  vary with the  educa t i ona l  

l evel  o f  the a ud ience : the higher the educa tion , the grea ter the 



rel ian c e  on pr int ; the l ower the educa tion ,  the grea ter the rel iance 

on picture med ia . 
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3 .  The behavior of ma s s  media aud iences wi l l  show cons idera ble 

cross  fer ti l i za ti on .  The audience for one med ium tends  to seek  ex

posure  to  other media . 

4 .  Newspa pers are no longer the princ ipa l news s ourc e  but 

have been replaced by te levis ion . 

5. Newspaper readership increa ses a s  chi ldren ma ture chr ono

l og ica l ly and grow academica l ly .  

Cha pter I I I conta ined the theoretical  orienta t ion suggesting 

tha t the " attitude "  of  the ind ividua l is  a s soc i a ted  with fa ctors . such 

a s soc ia l  c la s s ,  s ta tus , a ge ,  group a ffil iation , a nd inst ituti ona l 

a ff i l ia t i on . 

The hypotheses  derived from the theoreti ca l  fram ework a l so 

a ttempted to predict  tha t var ia tions in selected soc ioeconomic  fa ctors 

and persona l a cqua intanc e with a person hav ing a uthorita tive knowledge 

woul d  he lp e xpla in var iations in media selection a nd u s e  of  the s chool 

l ibrary . 

A research methodology wa s des igned using the individua l Brook-

ings  High School student as a unit of  ana lys is . A sel f -adm i n istered 

questionna ire wa s used , a nd - the student ind ica ted h i s  u s e  a nd a tt i 

tude s  toward media for da ta purposes . This  da ta wa s a na lyzed to  fu l-

f i l l  Obj ec t ive One of  thi s  study . 
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To ful f i l l  Obj ectives  Two a nd Three of this  study , the var i 

a tions in s e l e c ted soc ioeconomic  a n d  schola stic a ch ievement fa ctors 

were tested to determ ine variant use of ri1edia a nd the s chool l ibrary . 

The s ta t i st ica l test used wa s a step-wis e  l ea st squares mu l t i -varia te 

l inear regre s s ion . The spec ified l evel of sign i fi cance  wa s 0 . 05 .  

Major F ind ings and Conc lus ions  

The ma j or f ind ing s and conc lus ions as  rel a ted  �o  the  three 

obj ectives  o f  the study were :  

Obj ective One : Ma j or F indings a nd Conc lus i on s  

Obj ec tive One o f  thi s  study wa s t o  dete:rm ine wha t media the 

s tudents of Brookings High School used for information ga ther ing a nd/or 

opin ion formul a t ion concerning current issues . 

I t wa s f ound tha t:  

1.  Da i l y  newspa pers are ava i lable  to 88 . 6 percent of the 

students in the ir own homes . Th is number of res pondents reported 

rece ivi ng a t  1 ea st one da il y news pa per . Weekly news ma ga  z in es  are 

ava i l a bl e  in  over ha l f  the students ' homes with 56 . 3  percent report ing 

a t  lea s t  one subscr ipt ion . Newspapers ha d a higher readership tha n 

news maga z ines  with 92.6 perc ent of the students rea ding a newspa per 

a t  l e a s t  once  a week and 49 .. ·9 percent f ive times a week . News maga 

zines  had a 66 . 7  percent readership at  l ea st onc e  a week . 

2 . Na t i ona l te l evis ion newsca sts were wa tched by 87. 6 percent 

of the s tudents a t  l east  once a week .  Listening to rad io newsca sts a t  

lea st onc e  a week was reported by 82.7 percent o f  the respondents . 



3 .  Students d iscussed current events with adul ts whom they 

cons idered author it ies , but they favored mas s  media informat ion when 

form ing opini ons . 
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4 .  Respondents ( 42 . 0  percent ) perceived tel ev i s i on to  be the 

medium with the greates t accura cy .  News ma ga z ines  were ra nked second 

with 34 . 0  percent ; newspa pers were third with 13 . 0  percent .  

These f indings suggest  the fol lowing con c lu sions : 

1 .  Brookings teenagers_ have a cc es s  t o  the da i l y  n ewspa pers in 

their  own home s , and they read them at l ea st onc e  a wee k . 

2 .  News maga zines  are  not  a s  rea di ly ava i la bl e  a s  newspa pers 

in the s tudents ' homes , but they are used by a ma j or i ty o f  the high 

school  s tudents . 

3 .  Students ( 60 . 5  percent ) favor ma ss  media informa t i on for 

opinion formu lat ion on current a ffa irs . 

4 .  Teenagers bel ieve televis ion is  the mas s  med ium with the 

greatest  a ccura cy in presenting the news . 

Obj ective Two :  Ma jor Findings and Conc lus i ons  

O bj ective Two of  this  study wa s to  determ ine how the use  of  

d ifferent types of  media varies a ccording to s e l e cted s oc ioe c onorn �c 

and s chola s t ic a chievement fa ctors . 

pa per . 

I t  wa s found tha t :  

1 . Students from a l l  res identia l zones read the da i l y  news -

A lm ost the entire s tudent body had acces s  t o  a newspa per a nd 
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read · a t  l ea s t  one a week . However , grea ter u s e  of l ibrary newspa pers 

wa s made  by the students l iving c loser to the c enter of the c ity ,  a nd 

few s tudents ( 1 1 . 6  percent ) indicated us e of  l ibrary newspa pers . 

2 . Fewer homes rece ived news ma ga z ines a nd fewer students 

reported read ing them . F igures indica te that 1 0 . 4  percen t  of  the 

students had to read news ma ga z ines· outs ide their own homes . 

3. Students in the upper grades made grea ter use of the 

l ibrary newspa pers . 

4. Students with a l ower chronolog ica l a ge used the l ibrary 

newspa pers more often . 

5. Stud ents with higher grade point avera ges made  greater use  

of  the  l ibrary news ma ga z ines . 

6 .  Students in the lower grades made grea ter u s e  of  the 

l ibrary ' s news ma ga z ines .. 

1 .  Ra d io and te levis ion attra cted more than  80 percent of  the 

student body a s  an audience at l ea st once  a week . 

Thes e  f indings suggest the fol l owing con c lus ion s :  

1. Students o f  a l l  soc ioeconomic l evel s  use print media for 

gathering the ir information . 

2 . Newspa pers are used by more students in  the e l eventh a nd 

twe l f th grades . 

3 . N ews maga z ines are used by more students in the n inth and. 

tenth gra de s . 

· 4 .  Rad i o  and te levision were used by students of  a l l  grades 

and  s o c i oe c onomic  l evels . 



Obj ective Three :  Maj or Findings and Conclus i ons 
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Obj ective Thr ee of this s tudy wa s to determine wha t s o c i o 

economic  a nd schola stic  a chievement fa ctors he l ped expl a in var iant  use 

of  the s chool l ibrary a s  a resourc e to a id in better understand ing 

current i s sues . 

Soc ioeconomic var ia bles  tha t hel p  expla in  the da i l y  u s e  of 

l ibrary newspapers were : 

1 .  Res identia l a djacenyy to the center o f  the Brookings c ity . 

2 .  Fewer da i l y  newspa per subscriptions received in the home . 

3 .  Sma l l er fami l ies . 

Schola stic  a chi evement va ria bl es tha t he l p  expl a in  the da ily  

. u se of  l ibrary newspa pers were : 

1 .  Chronol og i ca l l y younger . 

2.  Membership in high school upper c l a s s  grade . 

Soc i oeconomic  varia bl es that help  expla in use  of l ibrary news 

maga z ines were : 

1 .  Fewer maga z ine subscript i ons received in . the home . 

2 .  Greater rece ipt of number of da ily  newspa per s . 

3 . Res identia l adj acency to the c enter o f  Brookings  c ity.  

Schola stic  a chievemen t  varia bl es tha t hel p  expla i n  use  o f 

l ibrary period ica l s  for research were : 

1 .  Membership in high school lower grade . 

2. L ower grade point avera ge . 
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Soc i oeconom ic varia ble s  did not appear a s  fac tors tha t a f -

fec ted  the use  of  l ibrary per iodica l s  for research . 

The s e  f indings suggest  the fol lowing conclus i ons : 

1 . One fa ctor a ppears  to have a dec ided effe c t  upon the use  

of  current l ibrary ma teria l s - -adja cency to  the c enter of the c ity . I f  

i t  c a n  b e  sta ted tha t more a ffluent famil i es l ive farther from the 

downtown section of town , l one might conclude tha t the students from 

l ower- income famil ies  are hea'.[ier users of the l ibrary ' s current  news -

paper s  a nd news maga z ines . This conclus ion i s  further substa ntia ted 

by the fa ct  tha t where home subscriptions are fewer , more use  i s· made 

of the l ibrary . 

2 .  A c c ess  to  media g enera tes further use  of  other media 

source s . Students who rea d the l ibrary newspa pers are  s tudents who 

have news ma ga z ines in the home a nd read them . 

3 .  Schola stic  a chievement and educa tiona l a tta inment f igure 

in a l l  thr e e  area s  of ana lys i s . Members of the upper c l a s ses  ( j uniors 

and s en i ors ) read more current newspa pers , wherea s fr eshmen and sopho -

mores  read more news maga z ines . The two l ower grades use  the s chool ' s  

ma ter ia l s  for research a s s ignments . Respondents wi th higher grade 

point a vera ges  use our current news ma ga z ines whi l e  those with l ower 

grade po int averages  used the l ibrary for research  probl ems . 

L Thes e  sta tements are substantia ted in part  by a corre lat ion 
of 0 . 33607 genera ted between the independent var ia ble s , res identia l 
zon e  a nd occup3 t ion . The conclusions are further va l idated  by cor 
rela tion c oe ffic ients o f  0 . 30542 ( res identia l zone and newspa per 
subscriptions ) a nd 0 . 24414 (res identia l zone and maga z ine subscr ip-
t ions ) . 



Impl ica t ions  for the Brookings High S c hool  L ibrary 

A review of  the find ings ha s certa in  imp l i ca ti ons  for the 

school l ibrary . 

1 .  Lower socioeconomic status a ppears t o  expla in  a student ' s  

grea ter u s e  of the l ibrary ' s current newspa pers a nd news maga z ines • 
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. E l even percent of our student body come from homes tha t do n ot 

receive newspapers . I f  these students are to have exposure to the 

da i l y  newspa per for informa tion ,  it is the task  of the s chool  to pro

vide this ma teria l .  

2 . Educa tiona l a tta inment level dictate s  use o f  var i ous media ; 

theref ore , the type of  med ia selected should  be tha t a ppropr ia te to 

the edu ca t i ona l a tta inment level and of suff ic ient var iety to interest 

ea ch student . 

3 .  The l i brary fa c i l ities should have more audi o -v isua l  re 

s ourc es , e spec ia l l y ta ped te levision programs . Fa c i l it ies  should be 

provi ded for students to wa tch nationa l events a s  they a ppear on the 

televis ion screen . 

4 .  The school l ibrary cannot supplant te l evi s io n  a s  a n  

a ccepted carr ier of  information for students , but students should be 

made aware of other med ia concerned with the d i s semina t i on of infor-

ma t i on . 

L imitations  of the Study 

1 .  The questionna ire wa s administered �n a c la s sroom s itu 

a tion , a nd a number of  questionna ires had to be d is carded when they 

were f ound to be incompl ete , thereby reduc ing sampl e s i ze . 



2 .  N o  in-depth interpretation �ou ld be made  a s  n o  s pe c i fic  

da i ly  newspa pers or news ma ga z ines were named by  the s tudents . 

3. No s pec i fi c  data wa s ava ilabl e  on just  wha t the respondent 

" read" when he ind ica ted reading a paper or maga z ine . 

4 .  Results of  thi s  study are appl ica bl e on l y  to Brookings High 

School  Eng l i s h  students . 
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5 .  This  study ha s provided some answers re la t ive t o  usa g e  of  

high s chool l ibrar ie s  by various a ge and soc ioec onom i c  groups . I t has 

not , however , a ttempted to expla in the rea s ons  why many s tudents do 

not use thes e  fa c il ities . Future students ma y wish to investiga te 

thi s  ' su bj ect  from the sta ndpoint of these non -u s er s . 

6 .  The cross -usage of  media , ca tegor ized re l at iv e  to  soc io

economic  a nd schola stic  a chievement fa ctors , wa s not a dequately  in cor

pora ted into the c omputer programming for thi s  study .  For thi s  rea s on ,  

the results shown under Obj ective Two o n  pages  44 a nd 45 are  not 

sat i s factory to the author . Future researchers may wish  to c la r i fy 

thes e  cros s - c la s s i f i ca t ions of media use  and s oc ioeconomic  var ia bl es . 

Recorrm1endations for Future Study 

1 .  I t  i s  recorrm1ended that a s imilar study be done  but admin

istered by  persona l interview to  a ra ndom sampl e .  F i nd ings c ould  then 

be c ompa red for a c curacy .  

2 . I t  i s  recorrm1ended that an  effort be made  to  d is c over rea s ons 

for the a ttitude of the respondents toward media . 

3.· I t  i s  reconmended tha t an effort be ma de to  d is c over s pec i fic 

da ta on wha t  i s  "read" in the newspaper and news maga z ine .  
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APPENDIX 

1 .  P l ea s e  c he c k  grade you are in thi s  year : 

__ 9 __ 10  __ 1 1  __ 1 2  

2 .  A s  o f  your l a st  birthday your a g e  is : ( c ir c l e  one ) 

1 4  1 5  1 6  17  1 8  1 9  

3 .  Ma l e  Femal e  

4 . P l ea s e  l is t  the semes ter l etter gra de for each _ subj e c t  you took 
the f irst s emester . 

5 .  P l ea se g ive the occupa t i on of the head  of  your household . 

6 .  I f  a s e c ond adult  in y6ur family works , what occupa t ion does he 
or she have? 

7 . Your h ome is l o cated where? The c ity of Brookings  
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Other tha n  the c ity of Brookings  ���������������-

8 .  I f  you l ive i n  the c ity o f  Brookings ,  pl ease  che c k  one of  the 
f ol l owing : 

0 -5 bl ocks from Ma in  Avenue 

6-10  blocks  from Ma in Avenue 

1 1 -1 5  blocks  from Ma in Avenue 

1 6-20 blocks from Ma in Avenue 



9 . I f  you have brothers and/or s isters l iving a t  home , ple a se  
indicate how many . 

Brothers l iving a t  home 

___ S is ters l iving a t  home 

10 . Within the pa st wee k  how many times have you read a da i l y  
newspa per? 

0 1 __ 2 __ 3 __ 4 __ 5 6 7 times  

1 1 .  Do you rece ive a da i l y  newspa per (Argu s Lea der , Minneapol i s  
Tribune , or Brookings Regis ter ) in your home? 

__ yes no . I f yes , how ma ny? 

1 2 .  Within the pa st  week how many times have you rea d  a news pa per 
from the s chool l ibrary? 

__ o , ..L __ 2 __ 3 __ 4 __ 5 6 7 -- -- t imes 

1 3 .  Within the pa st week  how many times ha ve you rea d  a news 
maga z ine? 

__ o __ l 2 3 __ 4 __ 5 __ 6 __ 7 times 
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1 4 .  Do you rec eive a weekly news ma ga zine ( T ime , Newsweek , U . S .  News ) 
in  your home? 

_· _yes no . I f yes ,  how many? 

1 5 .  Within  the pa st week  how many t imes have you re a d  a news ma gaz ine 
from the s chool 1 ibrary? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 __ 6 
-- -- -- -- -- -- 7 t imes 

1 6 .  With in the pa s t  week how ma ny times have you wa tched the evening 
news (ABC , CBS , or NBC network news ) on te l evis ion? 

O 1 __ 2 __ 3 4 _5 _6 __ 7 t imes 
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17 . With in the pa s t  week  how ma ny diys have you l istened to the radio  
to hear  news a bout na tiona l a nd interna ti ona l i s sues  a nd problems? 

0 1 __ 2 __ 3 __ 4 __ 5 __ 6 __ 7 da ys 

1 8 . Within the pa st week how many times have you discussed current 
na t i ona l a nd interna tiona l issues with your friends? 

0 __ l __ 2 __ 3 __ 4 __ 5 __ 6 __ more tha n  once a day 

1 9 .  Do you know a nyone persona l ly ,  other than c l a s sroom instructors , 
who keeps up with the na tional  and interna tiona l news a nd with whom 
you can  ta l k  to . l earn what is rea l ly go ing on? __ yes __ no 

20 . Within the pa st week  how many times have you d i s cu ss ed current 
nationa l a nd interna ti ona l a ffa irs with an  a duit , other than a 
c l a s sroom instruc tor , who in your opinion would  be cons idered an 
authority in  his f ie l d? 

0 _ _ _  l ___ 2 -- _ _ 3 4 5 --· -- 6 7 t imes 

21 . When you hear news broadca sts on  the rad io  or see  them on TV or 
rea d the news in  the pa pers , are you inc l ined to d i scuss  such 
matters with someone before you ma ke up your mind? __ ye s __ no 

22 . Within the pas t  semester have you used ma ga z ines from the s chool 
l ibrary for research work? __ yes no 

PLEASE CHECK THE FOLLOWING AS TO HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT EACH STATEMENT . 

23 . I f  you rea l ly want informat ion on current a ffa irs , n ewspa pers 
a re the bes t  pos s ibl e source .  

__ Strongly  d i sa gree 
D isa gree 

--Somewha t d isagree 
--Undec ided 

Somewhat a gree 
__ Agree 
_- __ Strong ly a gree 
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24 . I f  you rea l ly wa nt information dn current a ffa irs , news maga z ines 
are the bes t  poss ibl e  source .  

__ Strongly  d isagree 
__ D isa gree  
__ Somewhat d isa gree  
__ Undec ided 

Somewha t agree 
__ A gree 
__ Strongly  a gree 

25 . I f  you rea l ly want  information on current a ffa irs , te l evis ion 
news broadca sts  are the best  poss ible sourc e . 

__ Strong ly d i sagree 
__ Disagree 
__ Somewha t d i sa gree 
__ Undec ided 

Somewhat a gree 
__ Agree · 
__ Strongly  a gree 

26 . I f  you rea l l y  wa nt informa tion on current a ffa irs , news broadca sts 
on rad io are the best  poss ible s ource . · 

__ Strong ly  d isa gree 
D isagree 

--Somewha t d isa gr�e 
--Undec ided 

Somewha t a gree 
__ Agree 
__ Strong ly a gre e 

27 . I f  you rea l l y  wa nt informat ion on current a ffa irs , encycl opedia s 
a nd yearbooks are the best poss ible source . 

__ Strong ly  d i sagree 
D isa gree  

--Somewha t disa gree 
Undec ided  
S omewha t a gree 

__ Agree 
__ Strongly a gree 



28 . Chec k  the media whi ch you feel wou ld g ive you the most  a c c ura te 
informat ion a bout the Watergate A ffa ir . ( Check  on l y  one ) 

__ Newspa pers 
__ News ma ga z ines 
__ Te l ev i s i on news 

Rad i o  news broadca sts 
__ Books 
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29 . D id you favor ma s s  media informa tion or persona l a dv ice  ( from your 
parents , tea chers , adult  friends , or s chool friends ) in form ing 
your opin ion a bout the Wa tergate Affa ir? 

__ Ma s s  med ia 

P ersona l a dvice  
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