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Common Names of Weeds
In Missouri Field Crops

William W. Dierker and Mitchell E. Roof
Integrated Pest Management
College of Agriculture

Common weeds in field crops are known by at least two
common names; some by a dozen or more. For example,
Abutilon theophrasti may be referred to as wild cotton in
southeast Missouri, while farmers in a northwest community
may call it butter print. Indian mallow might be the pre-
ferred name in another locale. But if you want to use the
name that will get the most nods of recognition from farmers
throughout this country, call it velvetleaf. The many common
names of weeds frequently creates communication prob-
lems. During a conversation, two people may refer to a plant
species, but use different commonnames. They don’t realize
that they are both referring to the same plant. More
importantly, this confusion-can result in erroneous weed
management decisions.

2, 'RL Herbwde ;
‘ Weeds contmlted

 Scientific name
Xanthium pensylvanicum
Ipomoea hederacea
Sida spinosa
Digitaria ischaemum
Campsis radicans
Cyperus esculentus

Weed names-on herbicide labels. Some herbicide
labels list both the common and scientific names of weeds
controlled by the active ingredient. Others list only common
names. If growers know the scientific names of weeds, there
will be no difficulty in selecting the proper herbicide.
However, most growers do not buy herbicides by scientific
names but rather by common names. Usually one, two, or
rarely three common names may be given for a weed species
on a herbicide label. (See examples 1 and 2.)

The first common name listed in each case is the most
frequently used common name for a particular species.
Names in parentheses are less frequently used, but they are
used often enough to warrant inclusion on the label.

Errors in herbicide selection. Farmers often know

—

cide labels.

Common name

Barnyard grass (watergrass)
Large crabgrass

Panicum

Quackgrass

Yellow foxtail

Redroot pigweed
Velvetleaf (buttonweed)

Common name

Common cocklebur

Ivyleaf morning glory

Prickly sida (spiny sida, teaweed)
Smooth crabgrass

Trumpet creeper

Yellow nutsedge (yellow nutgrass)
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weeds by names that never appear on a herbicide label. If
they use the incorrect names when shopping for herbicides,
they may buy an unsuitable product. For example, Abutilon
theophrasti, velvetleaf, is also called wild cotton in southeast
Missouri. A popular weed control manual, which lists most
of the major herbicides along with the common names of
weeds controlled, mentions only one product for control of
wild cotton. The herbicide is fenuron, a weed brush killer,
used to control undesirable woody plants and deep-rooted
perennials. Wild cotton does appear on the product label, but
in this case wild cotton refers to Hibiscus moscheutos, a
perennial species in the same family as velvetleaf.

Several weed species may be referred to by the same
common name. This leads to further confusion in herbicide
selection. For example, watergrass may be used to refer to
barnyardgrass, yellow nutsedge, smooth crabgrass, and
large crabgrass. Selecting a herbicide to control watergrass
might give good barnyardgrass (an annual) control, but
control of yellow nutsedge (a perennial) may be less than
expected. You can find other similar examples by comparing
the list of common names used in Missouri with various
herbicide labels.

Another good reason for identifying a weed by its scien-
tific name, or at least by the most commonly used name, is
that some species are more tolerant to certain herbicides. For
example, within the pigweed group, a few weeds are more

 Sedges
_ FPerennials

 Wildmilee
- Cockspurgrass

difficult to control. Water hemp, which is similar to smooth
pigweed, is more difficult to control. Palmer’s pigweed, a
southern species, has a greater tolerance to dinitroaniline
herbicides. By selecting herbicides broadly labeled for
pigweed control, you may get less effective control of certain
species.

The information in Table 1 on common names of 44 of
the most frequently observed weeds in Missouri was ac-
quired from several sources, including a survey of common
names of weeds sent to area extension specialists, botanical
references, and the personal experiences of the authors. This
list is intended to serve as a reference for those who make
weed management decisions. It also emphasizes the impor-
tance of proper weed identification.

Summary. The common names farmers use to refer to a
weed species often depend upon the area of Missouri in
which they live. This can be a problem when choosing a
herbicide application or some other means of weed manage-
ment. Successful control depends on knowing the correct
name of the weed in question. This is especially true in
selecting herbicides by labels, which may list only one com-
mon name for a species. The weed names you use to select a
herbicide should be the ones approved by the Weed Science
Society of America or possibly the next most commonly used
names.

4850




General plant group
Growth habit
Scientific name

Common names
usually appearing on
herbicide labels

Other common names
used in Missouri

Common names not
reported from Missouri

but encountered elsewhere

Grasses
Annuals
Panicum
dichotomiflorum

Setaria faberi

S. glauca

S. viridis

Sorghum bicolor

Perennials
Agropyron repens

Sorghum halepense

Broad-leaved plants
Annuals

Abutilon theophrasti

Amaranthus hybridus

Fall panicum*
Panicgrass

Giant foxtail*
Foxtail

Millet

Wild millet
Yellow foxtail*

Foxtail
Millet

Green foxtail*
Foxtail

Millet
Shattercane*
Wild cane
Scattercane

Quackgrass*
Couchgrass

Johnsongrass*

Velvetleaf*
Buttonweed

Smooth pigweed*
Pigweed
Careless weed

Ticklegrass
Greasegrass
Watergrass

Giant crabgrass
Sprouting crabgrass

Nodding foxtail

Wild millet
Bottlegrass
Common foxtail

Bottlegrass

Black amber
Amber cane

Witchgrass
Quickgrass
Scutchgrass

Arabian millet
Egyptian millet

- Means-grass

Cottonweed
Wild cotton
Butterprint
Elephant ear

Spreading panicgrass
Spreading witchgrass

Yellow bristlegrass
Glaucous bristly foxtail
Bristlegrass
Summergrass

Golden foxtail

Wild millet
Pigeongrass

Wickens
Wheatgrass
Doggrass
Seargrass
Quickens
Stroil
Squitch
Knotgrass
Devil’s-grass
Twitchgrass
Blue-joint
Pondgrass
Sloughgrass
Colorado bluegrass
False wheat

Morocco millet
Evergreen millet
Milletgrass
Cubagrass

St. Mary’s-grass
False Guineagrass
Maiden-cane

Indian mallow
Pie maker

Slender pigweed
Wild beet
Green amaranth
Red amaranth
Green pigweed
Prince’s feather
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