
By V 1V IAi\/ HA SRROUGII 

Heirloom from estate 
of E. W. Stephens 

is Mrs. Nance's fa vorite. 

he makes them lick 

Say the na me Gordo n Na n Lo Missouri farmers, a nd they 
reca ll Lh e exte nsion econom ist who visited their commun­
Jt1e for 26 years . Say it Lo indu stri a l managers, a nd 
Lh ey praise the wiLty a nd inst rucLi ve speeches on economics 
that he has made from coast to coast. To his co lleagues o n 
Lh c U ni vers ity campus, h e is a jov ia l professor of agri­
culLura l econom ics. But mention Conlo n Nance's name to 
Columbia ns who a u encl .l oca l a uctio n sa les, and the re­
sponse is sure to be, "O h, ye. , the man who buys clocks." 

One night in 1945, w hil Mr. and Mrs. Nance were play­
ing bridge wiLh the Tom Utterbacks, Lheir hos t made the 
remark thaL started a bobby. " l have a n old clock in the 
basem en t you might like" brok up the game and sent 
Lhe two men to the basement. 

Gordon Nance pays due respect by looking 
ujJ to one of h £s "grandfat he rs ." 
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Wagon-spring clock in dou ble-steep le case, a t left , 
is va lued at $350. Ca lendar clock at right has fi ve hands 

in dica ting hour, m inute, day, m onth , an d da te. 
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Wi th s£rnple tools 
an d m agn ifying g lasses, Na nce 
urges hall< y parts lo rn n . 
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M r. Nance h ad been refini shing furniture as :-i 

pas time. Here was a wa lnut cl ock case in good con­
diti o n Lhat would ma ke a handso me ca binet fo r his 
wife's trinke Ls, so tha t night he ca rri ed it in his arms 
h alf a block to his ho me. After he res tored the case 
to its orig ina l bea ut y, Na nce t inkered with the works 
a nd foun d that he could ma ke them run . In that in ­
stant h e became a clock collec tor. 

Now, 12 years a nd hundreds o f cl ocks la ter, h e h as 
a va lu a ble asso r tment represe nting every major ty pe 
of cl ock made in the U nited States sin ce coloni al da ys. 
H e bu ys a ny old cl ock tha t interests him, becau se o f 
beau ty, rarity, or novelty in case or mechanics. T he 
choice ones rema in in his collection , afte r he has re­
finished the cases, re pl aced fa ulty g lass, and repaired 
the m echani cal parts. Others furnish parts for re pa irs, 
or are resold. 

H e is one of 4, 176 members of the Na tiona l C lock 
and W atch Collectors Associa tion. This group helped 
him in a five-year search for two miss ing wheels fo r 

a hunter-and-fi sher clock. Compl ete a t las t, i t n ow 
keeps pe rfec t Lirnc. 

A few yea rs ago Na nce consulLed his ca refull y- bal­
anced books, and fou nd that the cos t o[ hi s first 200 
clocks was exac tl y offse t by the 100 he had so ld . Now 
he's geuing behind , as a res ult of bu ying fi ve ra re 
a ntiqu es las t June, bu t before long he'Jl be out o f Lh e 
reel. Being Scott ish a nd an e onomist, he watches the 
ledge r. 

Of the 1.50 in hi s present co ll ec tion, his favoriLe is 
a 11 o-year-old "wago n-spring" shelf cl ock in ;i do ub le­
steepl e wa lnu t case. Calendar locks that indi ca Le the 
hour, minute, day o f th e week, date, an d mo nLh-
30-da y clocks, eight-day clocks, one-clay clocks-b;:mj o 
clocks, mantel cl ocks, cuckoo clock - clocks made of 
wood , brass, iron , china, porcelain , marble, o nyx­
clocks seven feet tall down to tiny mini atures-there 
are all sorts in the Nance home. All a re in running 
order, but not a ll a re kept wound ; that would mea n 
too mu ch ticking! 
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