
By Vivian H ansbrou gh 

careers unlimited 

Coll ge Caree r Day, sponso red by Lh e Co ll ege o[ 
Agriculture, has specia l signifi ca nce LO Lh e H om 
Eco nom ics Department. On LhaL Sa turda y, swdents 
a nd sta fI members escon visiting hig h schoo l seniors 
through the department, and help to di spel the o ld 
idea Lhat home econom ics is limiLed Lo acquiring 
skill s in cooking a nd sew ing. Lik e Lh eir brothe rs 
in ag ri culture, home eco no111i sLs toda y rind th eir li s t 
of poss ib le ca ree rs is a lmos t unlimited. 

\Vhen the high schoo l gi rl comes to visit th t: d e
partment 0 11 Career Day (he ld o n March 8 thi s 
yea r), sh e i interes ted in ronl i1111ing in the ge nt: r a l 
fi e ld of h ome economics, but does not have a cl a r
cut icl eil o f the bra nch on whi ch she will concentra te. 
ln hig h school she is learning rund a 111 e11Lal prin 
ciples of footl prepar;it io n, clothing construnion, anti 
home man agement. Wh al types o[ careers are open 
to h er, a nd h ow a n she prepare for the o ne sh e 
choose ? 

She find s that fi ve m;ijor divisions are open Lo 

ho me economics st udents a t the U ni vers it y: C hild de
ve lopment and famil y life, food a nd nutritio n , tex 
tiles and clothing, interi or design , home manage
ment a nd fam il y econo mi cs. Tn add itio n, the d e
pa rtment cooperates with the Schoo l o f J ourn a li sm 
in a curricu lum in home economics journ a lism , with 
the College of Educ;ition in a program of vocational 
home economics, and w ith the College of Arts and 
Science in a course of sLuc.l y leading Lo a Ba chelor 
of Arts degree with an a rea of oncentrat io n in home 
economics. 

During her four yea rs at the University, the hom e 

econo llli cs 111ajor takes approx im a Lel y half o[ her 
courses in subj t:c ts that g ive a b roa d cultural bac k
grou nd , such as English, m ath m a ti c., hum a niLies, 
soc i;il sLudi t:s, and phys ica l and bio log ica l sc iences. 
She chooses her 50 ho urs of home eco 11 om ics courses 
;1 crnnling Lo Lh · di vis io n in whi ch she e nroll s. 

Sho uld it be child d evelop111 cnt ;i nd fami ly life, 
she ma y stud y hom nursing· and hea lLh , ear ly child 
hood , famil y r lati o ns, community pani cipaLio n in 
youth programs, eel uca ti o na I psych o logy, and cloth· 
ing se lec ti o n and consLruct io n, a lll o ng o th er sub
j ec ts. 

H tex til es :rn d clothing becom e he r m ajor inter
es t. she may stud y cos tume d es ig n, fa hio n illustra -
1.io n, tailoring, retailing, econom ics, a nd the con 
sumer and the market. Vo ice and ani cul a tion and 
p rinciples o[ radio a nd te lev ision w ill prepa re he r 
for publi c cl emo nstra Li o ns. 

Each o f the other divisions ofTe rs a n eq uall y com 
prehensive curri culum . v\lith so man y co urses ava il 
abl e, she ca nnot ta ke a ll ; she must decide which o nes 
sui t her needs and a bilities. 

Will she be a home d e monst n1tio n agent, a teacher, 
a research assistant, or ;i food ediLOr? The fie ld of 
h o usehold eq uipm ent a lo ne presents more than 200 
career possibilit ies. Hospitals, welfare organ iza tio ns, 
a nd manufa cturers a re ch1moring for tra ined home 
economists. 

T he hig h school sen ior sta nds at the crossroad , 
ques ti o ni1w which directi on to turn for her future. 
College Career Day is one of the means a va ilabl e 
for crysta lizing that dec is ion . 
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T' isiturs un Career Day {tn d every body busy in Home Economic Depart111 e11t . Mari ly n 

Forkn er, 011 opposite page, tests moisture co ,tent of Missou ri soft wheat fio11r. A bove, 

Virginia Sma llwood operates mult iple temperature rontrol boarcl to record te111pera• 

lll re uf equipin ent in foods laboratory . Below, Audra Robertson , Dick Lill leton , .Jenn 

Swee ton , and Margare t Finn ey nre fJart of a class in " T h e Consumer nnd th e Mrl'J'f! et ," zn 

w hich Dr. Ruth H . Guo// p oints out m erclnndising prn ctices affecting con ·111n ers. 
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careers unlimited conti11ued 

M ISSO URI A LUMNUS / MARCH '58 

8 



Opposite page: Stud e11ts majoring in child d~ve lo/Jm ent and famil y life com e in 
da ily contact with small children w hom they observe at work and at play in 
nursery school rnaintain ed by Hom e Economics Departm ent. · 

Above, left: Cecilia A legarues, g raduate student fr om th e Philip/Jin es, tests tear 
strength of cloth in tex tiles lab orat ory. B ehind her is machine for testing break
ing strength of fabri c. 

Top, right : A nn N aggs and Marilyn Ha1·dy consult ma fJ of major agricultural 
regions of the world, in conn ec tion with their co urse in " Basic Conce /Jt s of 
Food and N utrition ." 

Bottom, right: N aorni Wendling and M ary L ou B enning examine magazines for 
ideas in text iles and design. 
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