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WEDNESDAY, SEPT 9, 2:30-3:30PM FIU Libraries Digital Scholar Studio presents

CREATING INTERACTIVE
AND MEDIA-RICH
TIMELINES WITH
TIMELINEJS...icer

Join us in the virtual DSS for a workshop on this dynamic and easy-
to-use digital scholarship tool that will help you tell your next digital
story.




Rebecca Bakker

Digital Collections Librarian
rbakker@fiu.edu

‘ lDigita Scholarship Studio
dss.fiu.edu
dscholar@fiu.edu




Purpose of
Webinar:

e Learn what
TimelinelS is and
does

* Fundamentals on
how to create a
timeline

* How to find help!




Learning Digital Tools through Webinars
can be Challenging!




Why Create a

Timeline?

Gives a broad overview of a
sequence of events in time.

Demonstrates important
milestones and deadlines.

Can supplement denser text
for greater understanding.

Provides context and
relational understanding.



Storytelling

We build easy-to-use tools that can help you tell better stories.
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» “My mother told me just before she died,”

Northwestern
University
Knight Lab

Develops prototypes,
projects and services that
help make information
meaningful and promote
qguality journalism,
storytelling and content on
the internet.

knightlab.northwestern.edu



https://knightlab.northwestern.edu/

il Easy-to-make, beautiful timelines.

A Timeline

Super

Overview

Make a Timeline

http://timeline.knightlab.com/



http://timeline.knightlab.com/

*Must have a Gmail!
Things to

know *\Works best on
Chrome

*Data will be public
°|t's free!
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Tips for Successful Timelines

Keep it short. Aim
for less than
20 items!

Find stories with a
strong
chronological
narrative.

Write each event
as a part of a larger
narrative.

Include events that
build up to major
occurrences.

Think about how
your media can Think visually!
support the story.



Let's Make a Timeline! mm timeline.knightlab.com

Make a Timeline

TimelineJS works on any site or blog. Make your own in four easy steps.
Having trouble? Watch our video, or see the help section below.

Build a new Google Spreadsheet using our template. You'll need to copy the template to
your own Google Drive account by clicking the "Make a Copy" button.

Drop dates, text and links to media into the appropriate columns. For more about working

Create your with our template, see our help docs.

spreadsheet
Get the Spreadsheet Template

Note: Don't change the column headers, don't remove any columns, and don't leave any blank
rows in your spreadsheet.



5] Google Sheets

Copy document

Would you like to make a copy of Official TimelineJS3 Template?

{ { COLMY
TursETaw- ._l _.-,.l_ .'A_v

Make sure you are logged into Gmail/Google!




Working in Google Sheets

Copy of Official TimelineJS3 Template v+ & =
File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools Add-ons Help Lastedit was made seconds agobya..
~ ~ @ P 100% v $§ % .0 .00 123v  Arial v 1 ~v B I S A & H A
Year
A B c D L P G b | J K
N N N
1 Display
Year _Month Day Time Date Headline Text

This is a test of using google
spreadsheets as a source for tf

2 timeline tool. This is a 'title’ slid
it doesn't need a date. It
Google Spreadsheet automatically occurs first, and
Example doesn't appear in the timeline b
’ 2011 1" 1 2011 12 15 Another Flickr Example It's Easy to Make Your Own Tin
4 lllustrate your Timeline with phc
2011 1" 16 05:58:44 |2011 11 16 07:30:00 Vimeo Example videos, tweets and more.
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Don't

change/move No blank
the columns lines or
WO rking iﬂ or their breaks
headers
Google
Sheets for
T.me“neJS Chronological Neia iz

helpful
comments in
the header

order on
spreadsheet




Working in Google Sheets

Good chance to start structuring your data!

Standardize terms

Tidy data is a virtue
Make a compelling narrative




Media sources

TimelineJS can pull in media from a variety of
sources. Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, Vimeo, Vine,
Dailymotion, Google Maps, Wikipedia,
SoundCloud, Document Cloud and more!

TimelinelS Media

http://timeline.knightlab.com/docs/media-types.html



http://timeline.knightlab.com/docs/media-types.html

Media links

Open Image in New Tab
Save Image As...
Copy Image
Copy Image Address
Search Google for Image

© Block element...
Wayback Machine >

Inspect
Speech
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Ashley Sands Retweeted
IMLS @ @US_IMLS - Jul 2

The Institute of Museum and Libran
2021 proposals for National Leader:
and the Laura Bush 21st Century Lil
have through October 2, 2020 to ag

IMLS Opens Libr
The deadline for
2020.

&’ imls.gov
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Kristin Briney and 2 others liked
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Not interested in this Tweet

Unfollow @US_IMLS

Add/remove from Lists

Mute @US_IMLS

Block @US_IMLS

» Embed Tweet

Report Tweet



What to do with your Timeline

: Publish yourTimeline on websites (some may require a plugin), blogs,
Publish o
LibGuides, Canvas.

Your timeline can be directly embedded into PowerPoint and other
applications.

Embed

Share Share the direct timeline link with whomever you choose!




Who can access the data in my Google spreadsheet?

You must make the data public to the web to use TimelineJS with a Google Spreadsheet as the data source.
Normally, the data is still only visible to people who know the link, so if you publish a timeline privately,
outsiders are unlikely to see the data. However, it is still public, so you must decide if that is acceptable.

Privacy is very important to me. How should I use TimelineJS?

If you want complete control over who can see the information in your timeline, you cannot use Google
Spreadsheets, and you cannot use our standard iframe embed code. Instead, you must use JSON format for
the data and instantiate the timeline directly using javascript. You can then use standard web server security
measures to control who has access to your timeline and the data used to create it.

Privacy
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