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Dear Graduates of 2016:

On behalf of President Rosenberg, Provost Furton, and the entire faculty and staff of Florida 
International University Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, it is my honor to congratulate you 
on the completion of your Doctor of Medicine degree. Our faculty and staff have been entrusted 
with the task of teaching, training, mentoring, and guiding you in becoming physicians, and we 
share in the excitement you feel on this graduation day. 

Graduating from medical school marks the end of the early phase of your medical education. It is a great achievement and an 
important step in your personal and professional development. As medical students at Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, 
you have been part of a growing national movement that seeks to address the social determinants of health in medically 
underserved populations, and you have made a positive impact on the people in the South Florida community. 

Graduation day also marks the beginning of subsequent phases of medical education. As you move into residency, fellowships, 
research, clinical practice, and other academic pursuits, we encourage you to remain connected to the principles of social 
accountability that are integral to our mission at Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine. Your dedication and hard work have 
prepared you to be excellent physicians, leaders, and lifelong learners; your commitment to meet the health needs of patients, 
demonstrate improved health outcomes, and reduce health disparities will lead to transformation in the health of communities 
around you.

Once again, we congratulate you and wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

John A. Rock, M.D.
Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs
Florida International University Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine
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	 CONVOCATION ADDRESS	 John A. Rock, M.D.
		  Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs 

	 PRESENTATION OF	 Luther Brewster, Ph.D.
	 THE GREEN FAMILY FOUNDATION	 Community Director for Green Family Foundation
	 NeighborhoodHELP™ COMMUNITY SERVICE 	 NeighborhoodHELP™ 
	 TEACHING MEDALLION	  

	 PRESENTATION OF SENIOR CLASS GIFT	 Navid Ajabshir, M.D.
		  President, Class of 2016

	 INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER	 Adrian L. Jones, J.D.
		  Associate Dean for Student Affairs

	 STUDENT ADDRESS	 Sean Hernandez, M.D.
		  Class of 2016

Presentation of Hoods and Diplomas

	 NARRATOR	 Robert L. Hernandez Jr., M.D.
		  Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs

	 HOODS	 George Dambach, Ph.D. 
		  Associate Dean for Curriculum and Medical Education
		  Karin Esposito, M.D., Ph.D. 
		  Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
		  David Graham, M.D. 
		  Associate Dean for Clinical Medical Education
		  Vivian Obeso, M.D. 
		  Assistant Dean for Curriculum and Medical Education

	 DIPLOMAS	 Carolyn D. Runowicz, M.D.
		  Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

	 ADMINISTRATION OF PHYSICIAN’S OATH	 J. Patrick O’Leary, M.D.
		  Founding Executive Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs

	 CLOSING REMARKS	 John A. Rock, M.D.
		  Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs

	 RECESSIONAL	

Convocation Program
	 ACADEMIC PROCESSION	 Saint Andrew’s Pipe Band of Miami

	 CONVOCATION MARSHAL	 Pedro J. Greer Jr., M.D.
		  Associate Dean for Community Engagement

	 BANNER MARSHAL	 Jenny Fortun, Ph.D.
		  Associate Professor, Department of Cellular Biology  
		  and Pharmacology

	 FACULTY MARSHALS	 Eneida O. Roldan, M.D., M.P.H., M.B.A.
		  Chief Executive Officer, Associate Dean for FIU Health

		  Cheryl Brewster, Ed.D.
		  Assistant Dean for Diversity and Inclusion

	 STUDENT MARSHALS	 Gagani Athauda, M.D.
		  Assistant Professor, Department of Cellular Biology  
		  and Pharmacology

		  Ferdinand Gomez, M.S.
		  Director, Human Anatomy Teaching Laboratories

         	    CONVENER	 John A. Rock, M.D.
		  Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs 

	THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AND FIU ALMA MATER	 Katryna Lim, M.D., Class of 2016
		  Danielle Smith, M.D., Class of 2016
		  Andrew Moses, M.D., Class of 2016
		  Jeffrey Savin, M.D., Class of 2016

	 OPENING REMARKS	 Carolyn D. Runowicz, M.D.
		  Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

	 INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS	 Kenneth G. Furton, Ph.D.
		  Provost and Executive Vice President

	  REMARKS	 Mark B. Rosenberg, Ph.D.
		  President

	 INTRODUCTION OF CONVOCATION SPEAKER	 Robert L. Hernandez Jr., M.D. 
		  Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
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Herbert Wertheim O.D., D.Sc., M.D. (hc)
Founding Chairman, Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine
Trustee Emeritus, Florida International University
Chairman and CEO, Brain Power Incorporated

Dr. Herbert A. Wertheim is an inventor, educator, scientist, eye physician, clinician, entrepreneur, 
philanthropist, and community leader. Dr. Wertheim’s enduring discoveries and contributions in eye 
care and other scientific fields have touched millions during his forty years of patient care and eye 
research. He and his research team have been granted more than 100 patents, copyrights,  
and trademarks.

Dr. Wertheim founded Brain Power Incorporated (BPI) over 40 years ago. BPI is the world’s largest manufacturer of ophthalmic 
instruments and chemicals for eye care professionals and optical laboratories, with extensive research and manufacturing facilities in 
the U.S. and Europe. For many years he had a clinical practice specializing in Visual Neurology and Optometry at the University 
Eye and Medical Center in Coral Gables, Florida. Dr. Wertheim was a distinguished lecturer in Physiological Optics and Optometry 
at the world-renowned Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, and adjunct professor of physics in the graduate program at the University 
of Miami.  He also served as Director of the University of Tennessee Medical School Computer Center, directing more than forty 
programmers and researchers.

Dr. Wertheim is a graduate of Brevard Community College and the University of Florida, where he studied electrical and computer 
engineering. He also received a B.S. in optical engineering and a Doctor of Optometry degree from the Southern College of 
Optometry in association with the University of Tennessee Medical School. Dr. Wertheim was awarded the Doctor of Science, 
honoris causa, from FIU for his distinguished scientific and clinical discoveries. He has completed post graduate studies at Stanford 
University, London School of Economics, Northwestern University, Harvard, and IMD in Switzerland. He is also a member of 
University of Florida Blue Key.

More than 35 years ago, Dr. Wertheim was the first to publicize and stress to eye care professionals the prevention of cataracts and 
the management of other retinal pathology. He emphasized the fact that UV light was a contributing cause of cataracts and retinal 
deterioration. Dr. Wertheim’s invention of UV-400 absorbers for eyeglasses as well as other discoveries have been beneficial in 
reducing cataracts and other eye pathologies.

Dr. Wertheim has served as chairman of the Board of Directors and board member of the FIU Foundation from 1988 through 2001. 
He is a founding member of the FIU Board of Trustees and served as chairman and vice chairman of the university’s most successful 
Capital Campaign, which raised more than $200 million.

As chairman of FIU’s Academic Affairs Committee, he conceived, initiated, and won the approval of the university’s trustees for 
the College of Medicine and was asked to chair the Medical College Initiative. In May 2009, he and the Dr. Herbert and Nicole 
Wertheim Family Foundation made a $20 million contribution that became $40 million with state matching funds to establish 
multiple endowments. They support student scholarships, research fellows, leadership lectures, medical community advancement, 
and eight endowed chairs for the College of Medicine. In June 2009, the FIU Board of Trustees named the college the “Herbert 
Wertheim College of Medicine” in his honor and named him founding chairman of the College of Medicine and trustee emeritus of 
the university. In 2011 he was awarded the Horatio Alger Distinguished American Medal of Honor for his lifetime accomplishments 
in business and philanthropy.

The La Jolla Institute of Allergies and Immunology Board elected Dr. Wertheim to serve as a director and research advisor. This will 
give each institution the ability to benefit from shared educational, research, and clinical knowledge and resources in the future.

Dr. Wertheim has served as chairman of the Dr. Herbert and Nicole Wertheim Family Foundation since 1977. It has supported 
hundreds of local and international educational, sporting, and community health care organizations around the world with millions 
of dollars in financial aid grants. 

The History of FIU’s Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine 

Florida International University (FIU) Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine (HWCOM) arose from a community need for 
access to medical education and a projected critical shortage of physicians in the state and nation. In March 2006, the Florida 
Board of Governors of the State University System of Florida approved plans to establish a college of medicine at FIU. In May 
2006, the state legislature of Florida authorized creation of the new college; immediately thereafter, FIU began to develop an 
innovative, twenty-first-century approach to health care and medical education. In fall 2006, FIU selected John A. Rock, M.D., 
MSPH, as Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Medical Affairs of its new college of medicine. 

In April 2007, the college submitted its application for preliminary accreditation to the Liaison Committee on Medical Education 
(LCME). The application described a curriculum that forgoes the traditional pattern of two years of basic science followed by two 
years of clinical training, and instead integrates clinical training and basic science study throughout the four-year degree program. 
The program is anchored by competency expectations for core clinical conditions, and includes a formal curriculum in professional 
development and one-on-one student–physician interaction in a variety of health care settings throughout South Florida. A 
required research component fosters a spirit of inquiry in students and supports the missions of the college and FIU. The service-
learning Green Family Foundation NeighborhoodHELP™ (Health Education Learning Program) fosters cultural competence 
and interdisciplinary teamwork, immersing medical students and students from other disciplines into select South Florida 
neighborhoods to advance individual and community health. In 2012, HWCOM launched a NeighborhoodHELP™ Mobile 
Health Center that provides primary and preventive health care services to members of South Florida communities. The college 
received preliminary accreditation from the LCME in February 2008, allowing the school to prepare to accept its inaugural class of 
students in fall 2009. 

Since its inception, the college has completed each step of the accreditation process in the shortest time possible, achieving full 
accreditation from the LCME in February 2013. Yearly student enrollment increased from 43 in 2009 to 120 in 2012, and the 
college reached its full capacity of 480 students this year. In 2011, the university’s faculty group practice, FIU Health, opened on 
the Modesto A. Maidique Campus to serve the health care needs of the community. HWCOM employs a highly diverse faculty 
and staff who create learning environments that foster the development of culturally competent students, preparing them to 
become physicians who improve the quality of patient care.

On March 15, 2013, HWCOM celebrated its first match day; all 33 graduating medical students matched to one of their chosen 
residencies. On April 29, 2013, convocation ceremonies for the inaugural class marked the culmination of the first full cycle of the 
Doctor of Medicine degree program at HWCOM. 
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Convocation Speaker 

John A. Rock, M.D.
Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs
Florida International University Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine
 
John A. Rock, M.D., was appointed Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs at 
Florida International University (FIU) Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine (HWCOM) in 2006. 
His vision for the newly created college of medicine at FIU has resulted in a twenty-first century 
approach to health care and medical education that emphasizes social accountability in preparing the 

next generation of physicians, scientists, and health care providers. 

Under his leadership, HWCOM developed the Green Family Foundation Neighborhood Health Education Learning Program 
(NeighborhoodHELP™), a service-learning community-outreach initiative in which interdisciplinary teams of FIU medical, physician 
assistant, nursing, social work, law, and public health students work together to address the complex medical, social, and ethical 
issues experienced in medically underserved neighborhoods throughout South Florida. The U.S. Office of Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion has praised NeighborhoodHELP™ for taking “a determinants-of-health approach to improving health 
and health outcomes.” Additionally, the Liaison Committee on Medical Education—the authority for accreditation of medical 
education programs leading to the M.D. degree—lauded NeighborhoodHELP™ as “a model for providing medical students with the 
opportunity to experience the interface of societal problems with medical care and to impact community health.”

Prior to his appointment at FIU, Dr. Rock held numerous academic and administrative appointments, including former director 
of the Division of Reproductive Endocrinology and the Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics at Johns Hopkins Medical 
Institutions, chairman and director of residency training programs in the Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics at Emory 
University School of Medicine, and chancellor and professor of obstetrics and gynecology, pediatrics, and public health at Louisiana 
State University (LSU) Health Sciences Center. 

While at Emory University, Dr. Rock raised the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology’s National Institutes of Health ranking 
from 66th in the nation to 18th. At LSU, he established a School of Public Health, significantly increased the medical school’s 
research funding, provided disaster management leadership during Hurricane Katrina, and had management oversight of Louisiana’s 
statewide Charity Hospital System. 

Dr. Rock is recognized as an outstanding reconstructive surgeon whose research focuses on the pathophysiology of endometriosis and 
use of randomized clinical trials to determine efficacy of surgical reconstructive procedures and medical therapies. He was the first 
to recognize and describe the presence of microscopic endometriosis, which was the basis for introduction of new therapies for this 
complex disease.  

Green Family Foundation NeighborhoodHELP™ 
Community Service Teaching Medallion

Ms. Manolina Sosa 

The 2016 inaugural recipient, Ms. Manolina Sosa, emerged as the premier candidate for her tireless 
involvement and effort in embodying the ideal NeighborhoodHELP™ household member and mentor 
to Dr. Ariel Moses and Dr. Manju Korattiyil. 

Manolina was enrolled as one of the first NeighborhoodHELP™ households in 2010. She participated 
in the recruitment and enrollment of additional families for the program, personally referring several 
families and explaining the program in detail prior to any contact from Herbert Wertheim College of 

Medicine. Shortly afterwards, the first student training video was recorded in her home with her participation in the planning and 
recording. She has participated in countless media opportunities to share her support for the program.

As a founding member of the NeighborhoodHELP™ Community Advisory Team, Manolina participated in the community review 
and recruitment of the benchmark assessment survey. She was one of the initial drivers of the “How to Become a Health Professional” 
Wertheim Conference, an idea conceived by Dr. Cheryl Holder and the community advisory team to address the community’s 
desire to help their children understand the process of becoming a health professional. Manolina works hand-in-hand with the 
NeighborhoodHELP™ team to plan and implement the events each year. 

Manolina continues to be a vital member to the success and growth of the Green Family Foundation NeighborhoodHELP™.  
We thank Manolina for her dedication and mentorship to students, and congratulate her on receiving this prestigious honor.

This medallion recognizes a community member who is instrumental in furthering Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine’s mission  
to produce socially responsible physicians and promote healthy communities through engaging in local neighborhoods. 

The NeighborhooodHELP™ household member presented with this medallion exhibits the improvement of the household learning 
experience, supports community engaged research, and helps develop community-driven service opportunities, three core elements that 
promote an environment for scholarship in the community setting. 
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Mary-ann Abraham, M.D.
Psychiatry
Icahn School of Medicine Beth Israel 
New York, NY

University of Miami, BS in Biology

Navid Ajabshir, M.D.
General Surgery
Mt. Sinai Medical Center
Miami Beach, FL

University of Miami, BS in Neuroscience

Aws Al-Abdullah, M.D.
Emergency Medicine
UCLA Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA

University of California – Berkeley,  
BS in Bioengineering

Abraham Alfonso Remigio, M.D.
Family Medicine  
West Kendall Baptist Hospital
Miami, FL

Florida International 
University, Master of Science
Florida International 
University, BA in Chemistry, BS in Biology

Suehyb Alkhatib, M.D.
Transitional 
University of Maryland Medical Center – 
Midtown Campus Baltimore, MD

Radiology - Diagnostic       
Pennsylvania Hospital Philadelphia, PA
Virginia Commonwealth University,  
MS in Biology. George Mason University,  
BS in Biology

Robert David Allman, M.D.
General Surgery 
Vidant Medical Center – East Carolina 
University 
Greenville, NC

University of Central Florida, BS in Molecular 
Biology and Microbiology

Emmanuelle Marcelle Allseits, M.D.
Family Medicine
University of Illinois College of Medicine
Chicago, IL
     
University of Miami, BS in Neuroscience

Alexandria Claudina Alvarez, M.D.
Psychiatry
Jackson Memorial Hospital
Miami, FL
     
Florida International University, BS in Biology

Devika Bhatia, M.D.
Psychiatry
University of Colorado School of Medicine
Aurora, CO
     
Pomona College, BA in Biology
     

Class of 2016 GraduatesSenior Class Gift
 Dedication of the AHC2 Seating Area

The FIU Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine would like to present our Executive Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs and 
Assistant Vice President for Strategic Development, Dr. J. Patrick O’Leary, with this year’s class gift: the AHC2 Seating Area. 
Throughout the past four years, we have come to know Dr. O’Leary as an approachable leader, someone students can sit and 
have a conversation with. He has also played an instrumental role in launching and establishing our College of Medicine. 
As the fourth graduating class, and first full class at the College of Medicine, we are invested in promoting the stability and 
the well-being of students in our ever-changing environment. Our intention is to offer an area for students to build bonds 
and share memories of the “ups and downs” that naturally occur throughout medical school. The location of our gift is one 
of refuge, where students often gather to decompress, for instance, after an arduous exam. It is indeed unfortunate that Dr. 
O’Leary will be retiring at the end of this year. Our hope is that this gift will serve as a functional symbol to honor and 
remind future classes of his efforts.

The FIU Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine AHC2 Seating Area is located immediately outside the entrance to the 
Academic Health Center Building 2, which houses the majority of the facilities of the College of Medicine. At the time of 
this publication, the area was not yet developed. We have stock photographs of the bench and planter that will define the 
area. The bench was designed by Kipp Steward in the Arcata style. The matching Rosa planter that will rest beside the bench 
is 13” tall and 42” in diameter. Mounted on the bench’s backrest is a stainless steel etched plaque that reads: 
  

We proudly present the FIU Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine AHC2 Seating Area to Dr. O’Leary and the faculty of 
the College of Medicine with immense gratitude for their dedication to our education and training.

Dedicated to Dr. J. Patrick O’ Leary
For his commitment and guidance to the students of the HWCOM.

- The Graduating Class of 2016
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Class of 2016 Graduates Class of 2016 Graduates

Annum Alloudin Bhullar, M.D.
Emergency Medicine  
UCLA Medical Center 
Los Angeles, CA

New York University, Masters of Science
Northwestern University, BS in Human 
Communications Sciences

Robert E. Bilbao, M.D.
Family Medicine 
Memorial Hermann Hospital 
Sugar Land, TX

University of Florida, BS in Microbiology & 
Cell Science

Vincent Lawrence Boston, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
St. Louis, MO

University of Florida, BS in Psychology  

Erica Ruth Chapman, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology 
University of Texas Medical School 
Houston, TX

Emory University, BS in Biology

Nibras Chowdhury, M.D.
Internal Medicine  
INOVA Fairfax Hospital 
Falls Church, VA

University of Miami, BA in Political Science, 
BS in Microbiology and Immunology

Beatriz Collada, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Children’s Hospital 
Boston, MA

Duke University, BS in Biology

Chae Boyd, M.D.
Family Medicine  
Institute for Family Health 
New York, NY

Florida State University, BS in Exercise Science 
     

Areej Fatima Bukhari, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital
Miami, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Gretel Maria Carmenate, M.D.
Internal Medicine  
Jackson Memorial Hospital
Miami, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Alexander Abel Daoud, M.D.
Medicine – Preliminary 
Hofstra NSLIJ School of Medicine -  
Lenox Hill Hospital
New York, NY

Dermatology 
Stony Brook Teaching Hospital 
Stony Brook, NY
Emory University, BS in Biology and  
BA in English

Angelica Maria Delgado, M.D.
Anesthesiology 
NYP Hospital – Weill Cornell  
Medical Center 
New York, NY

Barry University, BS in Biology     

Patrick Hachero Deligero, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
University of Southern California 
Los Angeles, CA

University of Florida, BS in Biology

Brittany Danielle Casey, M.D.
Pediatrics
LSU School of Medicine
New Orleans, LA
     
University of Miami, BS in Biology

Daniel Anthony Castro, M.D.
Pediatrics 
University of Florida COM – Shands Hospital
Gainesville, FL
     
Florida International University,  
BA in Chemistry

Mariel Linnea Cataldi, M.D.
Psychiatry
Johns Hopkins Hospital
Baltimore, MD
     
University of Miami, BS in Psychology 

Alexander Max Fagenson, M.D.
General Surgery 
Temple University Hospital
Philadelphia, PA
     
University of Central Florida,  
BS in Molecular Biology

Matthew Anthony Franco, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
NYP Hospital – Columbia University  
Medical Center 
New York, NY

Colorado College,  
BA in Neuroscience

Hanns Frimpong, M.D.
Surgery – Preliminary
University of Chicago Medical Center 
Chicago, IL
     
University of South Florida, Master of Science
University of Florida, BS in Chemistry
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Class of 2016 Graduates Class of 2016 Graduates

Jena Kiku Fujimoto, M.D.
Medicine – Preliminary 
St. Mary’s Medical Center 
San Francisco, CA

Radiology – Diagnostic 
UC Davis Medical Center 
Sacramento, CA
University of California – Los Angeles,  
BS in Biology

Christina Marie Gauthreaux, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
St. Louis, MO

University of Central Florida, BS in Molecular 
Biology and Microbiology

Sara Margaret Grossi, M.D.
General Surgery 
Loma Linda University
Loma Linda, CA

University of California - Davis, BS in 
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology,  
BA in Sociology 

Tyler Chase Haertlein, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
UCLA Medical Center 
Los Angeles, CA
 
Wake Forest University, BA in Religion
     

Mark A. Haimes, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgery
University of Vermont 
Medical Center 
Burlington, VT

Drexel University College of Medicine,  
Master of Medical Sciences
University of Miami, BS in Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology, BA in Economics

Monica Luv Hajirawala, M.D.
Pediatrics 
LSU School of Medicine
New Orleans, LA

University of Florida, BA in Microbiology and 
Cell Science

Rachel Elizabeth Helm, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Montefiore Medical Center/Einstein 
Bronx, NY
     
USF, Master of Science, USF, BS Biomedical 
Science, BA Religious Studies

Sean Michael Hernandez, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center  
Winston Salem, NC
     
University of Florida, BS in Biology

Ben Joseph, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Stony Brook Teach Hospital
Stony Brook, NY
     
Duke University, BS in Biology

Caitlyn Ashley Kenny, M.D.
Medicine – Pediatrics 
University of Cincinnati Medical Center 
Cincinnati, OH

Salve Regina University, BS in Biology
     

Eric P. Knott, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, GA

University of Florida, BS in Chemistry

Samuel Isaac Kohrman, M.D.
Transitional
Aventura Hospital
Aventura, FL
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities 
Children’s Hospital 
Boston, MA

Stanford University, BA in Psychology 

Cecily Cyriac Koppuzha, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
Maimonides Medical Center 
Brooklyn, NY

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, BS in 
Brain and Cognitive Science
     

Manju Korattiyil, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Children’s National Medical Center 
Washington, DC
    
University of Florida, BS in Applied Physiology 
& Kinesiology
     

Alexandra Faye Kovar, M.D.
General Surgery 
University of Colorado School of Medicine 
Aurora, CO

Vanderbilt University, BA in Medical Health & 
Society, BA in Psychology 

Anna Mei-ching Kuan-Celarier, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology 
LSU School of Medicine 
New Orleans, LA     

Georgetown University, Master of Science
McGill University, BA in International 
Development Studies

Melissa Kwan, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
LSU School of Medicine
New Orleans, LA
     
Florida Atlantic University, BS in Biology

Brigitte Aimee Lasser, M.D.
Psychiatry 
Icahn School of Medicine Beth Israel 
New York, NY
     
University of Florida, BS in Chemistry
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Class of 2016 Graduates Class of 2016 Graduates

Sarah Lawand, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital 
Miami, FL

University of Central Florida, BS in Molecular 
Biology and Microbiology

Katharine S. Lawrence, M.D.
Medicine – Primary 
NYU School of Medicine 
New York, NY

New York University, Master of Public Health

Vassar College, BA in Anthropology

Alexandra Lee, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

Dartmouth College, MS in Health Policy & 
Clinical Practice
University of Florida, BS in Agricultural &     
Biological Engineering

Alexandra Mcleroy Lewis, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
UCLA Medical Center 
Los Angeles, CA

Santa Clara University, BS in Physics

James Li, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Baystate Medical Center   
Springfield, MA

University of Cincinnati, Masters of Science
University of California - Berkeley, BS in 
Molecular & Cellular Biology

Katryna Kathleen Lim, M.D.
Medicine – Primary 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, GA

University of Miami, BS in Biology

Cynthia Amanda Lopez, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital 
Miami, FL
     
University of Florida, BS in Biology

Scott Warren MacDougall, M.D.          
Transitional
Aventura Hospital
Aventura, FL

Florida Atlantic University, 
BS in Biological Sciences

 
Roberto Marticorena Martinez, M.D.
Psychiatry 
Stony Brook Teach Hospital 
Port Jefferson, NY
     
Florida International University, BS in Biology

Steve McCauley, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
Hofstra NSLIJ School of Medicine - North 
Shore – University Hospital 
Manhasset, NY

Furman University, BS in Biology

Helen Julie McLaughlin, M.D.
Boston University, MA in Medical Science
University of Miami, Master’s in Public Health
Wellesley College, BA in Biology

Nicholas Vincent Mendez, M.D.
Anesthesiology  
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

University of Miami, BS in  
Microbiology & Immunology

 

Yumi Mendez-Ishizaki, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology 
University of Southern California 
Los Angeles, CA

Florida International University,  
BA in Chemistry  

Nicholas Ellis Miles, M.D.
Pediatrics 
University of Louisville School of Medicine 
Louisville, KY

University of Colorado – Boulder, BA in 
Integrative Physiology

Krista Ann Miller, M.D.
General Surgery 
Memorial Health – University Medical Center 
Savannah, GA

University of Florida, Bachelor of  
Health Science

Shreya Mishra, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
University of South Florida –  
Morsani College of Medicine
Tampa, FL
     
Emory University, BS in Chemistry & Biology

Andrew Arun Moses, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Hofstra NSLIJ School of Medicine –  
Lenox Hill Hospital 
New York, NY
     
Boston University, MA in Medical Science
Boston University, BS in Biology

Kelsey Aleen Musgrove, M.D.
General Surgery 
West Virginia University School of Medicine 
Morgantown, WV
     
University of Washington,  
BS in Biochemistry
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Punya Olga Narain, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles, CA

Rice University, BA in Policy Studies & 
Psychology

Jenesis Mercedes Negron, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Nashville, TN

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Crystal Lynn Nhieu, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology 
LSU School of Medicine 
Baton Rouge, LA

University of Florida, BS in Biology

Andrew Stephen Podley, M.D.
Anesthesiology 
University at Buffalo School of Medicine
Buffalo, NY

Florida International University,  
BA in Chemistry

Lisa Emily Podolsky, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology 
Rutgers – New Jersey Medical School 
Newark, NJ

Tulane University, BA in International 
Development & Environmental Studies

Jeanette Emily Polcz, M.D.
General Surgery 
NCC – Walter Reed National Military Center  
Bethesda, MD

University of Florida, BS in Biology

Olamide Oshikoya, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgery 
University of Kentucky Medical Center
Lexington, KY

University of Florida, Doctor in Pharmacy
University of Florida, BS in Nutrition

     

Vasiliy Ovakimyan, M.D.
General Surgery 
Kendall Regional Medical Center 
Miami, FL

University of California - LA,  
BS in Mathematics

Rafael Paez, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Brigham & Women’s Hospital
Boston, MA

FAU – Wilkes Honors College, BS in Liberal 
Arts & Sciences

Ryan David Poling, M.D.
Transitional
Aventura Hospital  
Aventura, FL

University of Central Florida, BS in
Microbiology & Cellular Science

Alexander G. Pop, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Albert Einstein Medical Center 
Philadelphia, PA

University of Florida, BS in Finance
     

Faisal Rahim, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Ocala Health System 
Ocala, FL

John Hopkins University, BA in Mathematics

Reeni Pandya, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
University of Southern California 
Los Angeles, CA
     
Penn State University, BS in Pre-Medicine

Hauchie Pang, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Montefiore Med Center/Einstein 
Bronx, NY
     
Boston University, Master of Arts
University of Pennsylvania,  
BA in Health & Societies

Ronald Joseph Pawlak, M.D.
Family Medicine 
Self Regional Healthcare 
Greenwood, SC
     
Florida Atlantic University, BA in Psychology

Varsha Renee Ramnarine, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology 
Jamaica Hospital Medical Center 
Jamaica, NY
     
University of Florida, BS in Mathematics,  
BA in Chemistry

Annie Danna Mercier Rouza, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology 
Palmetto Health Richland 
Columbia, SC
     
Cornell College, BA in Biochemistry

Tamal Roy, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
University of New Mexico School of Medicine 
Albuquerque, NM
     
Georgetown University, MS in Physiology  
& Biophysics
University of California - San Diego, BS in 
Human Biology

Class of 2016 Graduates Class of 2016 Graduates
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Christine Roy-McMahon, M.D.
Obstetrics – Gynecology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mt. Sinai 
New York, NY

University of Miami, BS in Neuroscience

Corey Saraceni, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
LSU School of Medicine 
New Orleans, LA

Florida State University, BS in Exercise Science

Jeffrey Hirschel Savin, M.D.
Radiology – Diagnostic 
Beaumont Health System 
Royal Oak, MI

Vanderbilt University, 
Biomedical Engineering

Davek Paul Sharma, M.D.
Surgery – Preliminary 
University of Texas HSC 
San Antonio, TX

University of Florida, BS in Biology

Ryan Devin Shay, M.D.
Emergency Medicine 
Hershey Medical Center/ Penn State 
Hershey, PA

University of Notre Dame, BS in Science Pre-
Professional

Yael Margalit Simons, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Icahn School of Medicine Beth Israel 
New York, NY

Barnard College, BA in Neuroscience

Kyle Matthew Schmitt, M.D.
General Surgery 
LSU School of Medicine 
New Orleans, LA

Stetson University, BS in Biochemistry

Brandon Scott Schwartz, M.D.
Med – Preliminary/Anesthesiology 
NYU School of Medicine 
New York, NY

University of Florida, BS in Biology
     

Kelsey Ann Schweiberger, M.D.
Pediatrics 
UPMC Medical Education 
Pittsburgh, PA

Georgetown University, BS in Human Science

Liza Smirnoff, M.D.
Medicine – Preliminary 
University of California – Irvine Medical Center 
Orange, CA

Neurology 
University of Southern California 
Los Angeles, CA
University of California - LA,  
BS in Neuroscience
     

Danielle Fanisha Smith, M.D.
Pediatrics 
Montefiore Medical Center/Einstein 
Bronx, NY

University of Florida, BS in Biochemistry
     

Himanshu Suri, M.D.
Neurology 
Georgetown University Hospital 
Washington, DC

Florida Atlantic University, BBA in Finance 

Kevin Atul Shah, M.D.
Neurological Surgery 
Hofstra NSLIJ School of Medicine –  
North Shore – LIJ 
Great Neck, NY
     
University of South Florida, BS in  
Biomedical Sciences

Omer Shahab, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
INOVA Fairfax Hospital 
Falls Church, VA
     
University of Virginia, BA in  
Cognitive Science & Psychology

Matthew Herbert Shapiro, M.D.
Pediatrics
LSU School of Medicine 
New Orleans, LA
     
University of Washington,  
BA in Comparative Religion
 

Matthew Steven Sussman, M.D.
General Surgery 
Jackson Memorial Hospital
Miami, FL
     
Yeshiva University, BS in Business & 
Management

Zane Alan Thompson, M.D.
Internal Medicine  
Naval Medical Center  
San Diego, CA
     
University of South Florida,  
BS in Biomedical Science

Marah Catena Tillman, M.D.
General Surgery 
Icahn School of Medicine Beth Israel 
New York, NY
     
University of Central Florida, BS in Molecular 
Biology & Microbiology

Class of 2016 Graduates Class of 2016 Graduates
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Honors 
ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society, a professional medical organization, recognizes and advocates for excellence in 
scholarship and the highest ideals in the profession of medicine. Up to 16 percent of the graduating class may be elected based on 

leadership, character, community service, and professionalism.  

LEONARD TOW HUMANISM IN MEDICINE AWARD
Sponsored by the Gold Foundation, this award is presented to one graduating student and one faculty member who best 
demonstrate the Foundation’s ideals of outstanding compassion in the delivery of care, respect for patients, their families,  

and healthcare colleagues, as well as demonstrated clinical excellence.

GOLD HUMANISM HONOR SOCIETY
The Gold Humanism Honor Society honors medical students, residents, role-model physician teachers and other exemplars 

recognized for “demonstrated excellence in clinical care, leadership, compassion and dedication to service.”

DR. ROBERT KEMPER AWARD
Underwritten by the Key Biscayne Foundation, this award is named in memory of Dr. Robert Kemper, who exemplified the 

highest qualities of medical professionalism until his life was cut short by cancer.

Mark Haimes

Suehyb Alkhatib                   
Gretel Carmenate                
Beatriz Collada                      

Alexander Daoud                 
Christina Gauthreaux 

Mark Haimes (Vice President)                         
Ben Joseph                            

Caitlyn Kenny
Manju Korattiyil

Anna Kuan-Celarier             
Kelsey Musgrove                 

Punya Narain                        
Olamide Oshikoya

Rafael Paez (Secretary)                    
Jeanette Polcz 

Christine Roy-McMahon 
Kelsey Schweiberger          

Kevin Shah (President)   

Suehyb Alkatib
Robert Allman
Annum Bhullar
Vincent Boston

Gretel Carmenate
Angelica Delgado

Christina Gauthreaux
Mark Haimes

Sean Hernandez

Anna Kuan-Celarier
Katharine Lawrence

Andrew Moses
Jenesis Negron

Olamide Oshikoya
Rafael Paez

Hauchie Pang
Tamal Roy

Kelsey Schweiberger 

Sean Hernandez 
Federick Anderson, M.D.

Joseph John Violaris, M.D.
Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM – Shands Hospital 
Gainesville, FL

Georgetown University, BA in Studio Arts

Bryan Dai Vo, M.D.
Family Medicine 
Trident Medical Center 
Charleston, SC

University of South Florida,  
BS in Biomedical Science

Adrienne Wang, M.D.
Internal Medicine  
Icahn School of Medicine Beth Israel 
New York, NY

University of Florida, BS in Biochemistry

George Wayne, M.D.
Surgery – Preliminary/Urology 
Mt. Sinai Medical Center 
Miami, FL

University of Miami,  
BS in Business Administration

Eric Matthew Wherley, M.D.
Surgery – Preliminary 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Nashville, TN

University of Virginia,  
BS in Biomedical Engineering
     

Carl Stanley Wilkins, M.D.
Surgery – Preliminary/Ophthalmology  
Icahn School of Medicine at Mt. Sinai 
New York, NY

Vanderbilt University, BA in  
Interdisciplinary: Neuroscience

Annemarie Gina Wolfe, M.D.
Pediatrics  
University of Texas at Austin –  
Dell Medical School 
Austin, TX
    
University of Florida, BS in Biology

Chen Ye, M.D.
Internal Medicine 
Loyola University Medical Center 
Maywood, IL
     
Washington University – St. Louis, BS in 
Biomedical Engineering

Han Yang Yin, M.D.
Transitional 
Wayne State University School of Medicine 
Rochester, MI 

Ophthalmology 
SUNY Upstate 
Syracuse, NY
University of Central Florida, 
BS in Molecular & Microbiology

Class of 2016 Graduates
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Department Chairs
Juan Acuña, M.D.
Chair, Dept. of Medical & Population 
Health Sciences Research
Associate Professor

Jefry L. Biehler, M.D.
Chair, Department of Pediatrics 
Associate Professor

Jeffrey Boyd, Ph.D. 
Chair, Department of Human and 
Molecular Genetics
Professor

Daniel Castellanos, M.D.
Chair, Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Health
Professor

Sergio M. Gonzalez-Arias, M.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Neuroscience
Professor

David Graham, M.D.
Chair, Department of Radiology
Professor

Pedro J. Greer, Jr., M.D.
Chair, Department of Medicine, Family 
Medicine and Community Health
Professor

Robert Levine, M.D.
Chair, Department of Emergency 
Medicine and Critical Care
Professor

Pedro F. Lopez, M.D.
Chair, Department of Ophthalmology
Professor

Madhavan Nair, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Immunology
Professor

Alan Nieder, M.D.
Chair, Department of Urology
Associate Professor

Manuel Peñalver, M.D.
Chair, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
Professor

Georg Petroianu, M.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Cellular Biology 
and Pharmacology
Professor

Robert Poppiti, M.D.
Chair, Department of Pathology
Professor

Jaime Rodriguez, M.D.
Chair, Department of Surgery
Associate Professor

John Uribe, M.D.
Chair, Department of Orthopedics
Professor

S. Howard Wittels, M.D.
Chair, Department of Anesthesiology
Professor

Martin N. Zaiac, M.D.
Chair, Department of Dermatology
Associate Professor

Vijay Zaveri, M.D.
Chair, Department of Otolaryngology
Associate Professor

Administrators

J. Patrick O’Leary, M.D.
Founding Executive Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs  

and Assistant Vice President for Strategic Planning 
Professor

Robert L. Hernandez, Jr., M.D.
Executive Associate Dean for  

Student Affairs
Associate Professor

Carolyn D. Runowicz, M.D.
Executive Associate Dean for  

Academic Affairs
Professor

Liane Martinez, MSF
Executive Associate Dean for  
Finance and Administration

Faculty Administrator

Dr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Wertheim

Leon Medical Centers, Inc.

The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.

Green Family Foundation, Inc.

North Dade Medical Foundation, Inc.

Baptist Health South Florida

Nicklaus Children’s Hospital

Dr. and Mrs. Albert Taño

Braman Family Foundation

Ware Foundation

University of Connecticut Health Center

The HERA Foundation, Inc.

Meredyth Anne Dasburg Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. John A. Rock

Jackson Memorial Foundation

The Saul and Theresa Esman Foundation, Inc.

Rinker Family Foundation, Inc.

Health Foundation of South Florida

Aetna Foundation, Inc.

The Jewish Community Foundation, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Scott

The Blue Foundation for a Healthy Florida

VITAS Innovative Hospice Care

Dr. and Mrs. Jose J. Armas

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Caruncho Sr.

Dr. John T. Macdonald Foundation, Inc.

East Florida Physician Alliance, Inc.

MCCI Group Holdings, LLC.

Goshen General Hospital

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Dasburg

Greenberg Traurig, LLP.

Peacock Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. S. Lawrence Kahn, III

Alpha Rho Boulé Foundation, Inc.

Unihealth of South Florida, Inc.

Dr. Sergio Gonzalez-Arias and  

Mrs. Maria Morales-Gonzalez

Neuroscience Centers of Florida Foundation, Inc.

The Miami Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Alfredo Sesana

Dr. Manuel Penalver and  

Dr. Cristina Lopez-Penalver

Dr. and Mrs. Nelson L. Adams, III

Fernando J. Valverde, M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. Justo Luis Pozo

The Guerra Family Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Felipe A. Valls Jr.

Mr. Jeffrey L. Horstmyer and Mrs. Tillie Fox

Dr. Joe Leigh Simpson

Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Adler

Beraja Medical Institute

Dr. and Stephen J. Dresnick

Emergency Room Medical Associates

Ms. Dany Garcia

Dr. and Mrs. Julio M. Garcia

Dr. Justo M. Garcia

Mr. Noel J. Guillama-Alvarez

Dr. Rodolfo Hernandez

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher G. Korge

Mr. R. Kirk Landon 

Larkin Community Hospital

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Lefton

Dr. Orlando Lopez-Fernandez and  

Mrs. Maria Teresa Miranda

Dr. Modesto A. Maidique

Mr. Oscar Maita

Mercy Hospital Medical Staff Fund

Mr. David R. Parker and  

Ms. Marian E. Davis Parker

Phycare Medical Group

Preferred Medical Plan

Mr. Richard Amundsen and  

Mrs. Claudia Puig

Dr. Jorge L. Sosa

South Florida Medical Imaging, P.A.

Mr. Theodore A. Spak

Mr. Gregg Steinberg

The Honorable Perla Tabares Hantman and 

Mr. Arnold Hantman

The Community Foundation in Jacksonville

Dr. and Mrs. Roberto F. Tuchman

Dr. and Mrs. Vijaykumar Zaveri

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Zelcer
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John A. Rock, M.D.
Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs
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State of Florida

Florida International University 
Foundation Board of Directors 2015-2016 

Executive Committee
Thomas M. Cornish ’85, Chair

Richard Brilliant ’93, Vice Chair

Kathryn G. Chase, Vice Chair

Adalio T. Sanchez ’87, Treasurer

Howard R. Lipman, CEO

Agustin R. Arellano, Sr.

Steven M. Berwick ’74

Candice B. Gidney

Jill M. Granat ’87

Mark B. Rosenberg, University President 

Humberto Cabañas ’76

Mark B. Rosenberg, President

Kenneth G. Furton, Provost & Executive Vice President  

Kenneth A. Jessell, Chief Financial Officer and Senior Vice President, Finance and Administration

Sandra B. Gonzalez-Levy, Senior Vice President, External Relations 

Howard R. Lipman, Senior Vice President, University Advancement and CEO, FIU Foundation Inc. 

John A. Rock, M.D., Senior Vice President, Health Affairs, Founding Dean, Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine

Elizabeth Bejar, Vice President, Academic Affairs 

Andres G. Gil ’86, Vice President, Research

Robert Grillo, Vice President, Information Technology and Chief Information Officer 

Jaffus Hardrick, Vice President, Human Resources and Vice Provost, Student Access & Success

Luisa M. Havens, Vice President, Enrollment Services

Saif A. Ishoof, Vice President, Engagement

Larry Lunsford, Vice President, Student Affairs 

Michelle L. Palacio, Vice President, Governmental Relations 

Kristina Raattama, General Counsel, Office of the General Counsel 

Terry Witherell, Vice President, External Relations

Pete Garcia, Executive Director, Sports and Entertainment 

Javier I. Marqués ’92, ’96, Chief of Staff, Office of the President

Florida International University 
Administration

Florida International University 
Board of Trustees 2015-2016

The Honorable Rick Scott, Governor 

The Honorable Carlos Lopez-Cantera, Lieutenant Governor

The Honorable Pam Bondi, Attorney General

The Honorable Jeff Atwater, Chief Financial Officer

The Honorable Adam Putnam, Commissioner

Board of Governors
Thomas G. Kuntz, Chair

Ned C. Lautenbach, Vice Chair

Pam Stewart, Education Commissioner

Tonnette Graham, Chairman, Florida Student Association

Richard A. Beard III

Dean Colson

Daniel Doyle, Jr.

Patricia Frost

H. Wayne Huizenga, Jr.

Alan Levine

Wendy Link

Edward Morton

Katherine M. Robinson

Norman D. Tripp

Fernando J. Valverde

Cesar L. Alvarez

Jose J. Armas

Leonard Boord

 

Gerald C. Grant, Jr., ’78, ’89

Michael G. Joseph

Natasha Lowell

Albert R. Maury, ’96, ’02
Justo L. Pozo, ’80

 Marc D. Sarnoff

Student Member

Alexis Calatayud
President, Student Government MMC

Faculty Member

Kathleen Wilson

Chair, FIU Faculty Senate

 Claudia Puig, Chair
Jorge L. Arrizurieta, Vice Chair
Mark B. Rosenberg, Secretary
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FIU Alma Mater

Belinda Gunn, Lyrics 
Carl Strommen, Music

Clinical Affiliates and Partners
Over the years, our clinical affiliates and partners have been central in our ability to come so far so quickly, and we thank them all for supporting our 

efforts in the classroom, in the clinic, and in the community.

Baptist Health South Florida

Broward Health — North Broward Hospital District

Citrus Health Network

Cleveland Clinic Florida

FIU Health — Faculty Group Practice

Good Samaritan Medical Center

Hospital Corporation of America

Leon Medical Centers

Memorial Healthcare System — South Broward Hospital District

Miami-Dade Public Health Department

Mount Sinai Medical Center

Nicklaus Children’s Hospital

Palmetto General Hospital

Public Health Trust — Jackson Health System

South Florida Evaluation and Treatment Center

UHI Community Care Clinic

Veteran’s Administration Healthcare System

Voluntary Faculty

Westchester General Hospital, Inc.
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Physician’s Oath 
(Patterned after the Oath of Hippocrates)

I do solemnly swear by that which I hold most sacred;

That I will be loyal to the profession of medicine 

and just and generous to all;

That I will lead my life and practice my art 

in uprightness and honor;

That into whatsoever house I shall enter, 

it shall be for the good of the sick to the utmost of my power, 

I, myself aloof from wrong, from corruption,

 and from the temptation of others to vice;

That I will exercise my art solely for the cure of patients, 

and will give no drug, perform no operation for criminal purpose, 

even if solicited, and far less suggest such a thing.

That whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of others 

which is not fitting to be spoken, 

I will keep inviolably secret.

These things I do promise, 

and in proportion as I am faithful to this, my oath, 

may happiness and good repute be ever mine –

 the opposite if I shall be forsworn.
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