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Dear Class of 2019,

Congratulations on your graduation from Florida International University Herbert Wertheim 
College of Medicine (HWCOM)! This moment marks a major milestone in your lives and, of equal 
importance, in the lives of the countless patients that you will help in the generations to come. 

As you know, Dr. John Rock stepped down as Dean of HWCOM this year, and I assumed the 
position of Dean. Over the past several months, I have been privileged to get to know many of you, 
and I have enjoyed each and every interaction with you as individuals and as a class. In particular, 

Match Day was a truly unforgettable experience for all of us, and we have many more milestones ahead to share and celebrate. 
From all that I have witnessed, I am convinced that you embody every trait of the very best of physicians. Through your 
knowledge and skill, intimately intermeshed with profound compassion, professionalism, and a quest for lifelong learning, you 
are uniquely qualified to transform the well-being of your patients and your communities.

It has been a tremendous honor for me to serve as your Dean for the past several months, and, speaking for Dr. Rock, I am 
certain that he is incredibly proud to have witnessed your progression as medical students over the past several years. I strongly 
encourage you to stay in touch with each other as classmates, and to stay connected with HWCOM. It is important that you 
continue your friendships with your classmates into the future. One way to do this is to grow your Panther Pride by becoming 
members of our Medical Alumni Network.

As you enter the ranks of colleagues in the healing profession, please know that each and every one of your mentors at 
HWCOM are always prepared to offer assistance in the future. We wish you the very best at all times, and we will be thrilled to 
get updates on your lives and careers on a regular basis. Better yet, please come visit us often! 

On behalf of President Rosenberg, Provost Furton, and the entire faculty and staff of HWCOM, it is my great honor to 
congratulate you all and to wish you continued great success in residency, in your careers, and, most importantly, in your 
personal lives.

Sincerely,

Robert Sackstein, M.D., Ph.D.
Dean, Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, and
Senior Vice President for Health Affairs
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Commencement Program

 ACADEMIC PROCESSION Saint Andrew's Pipe Band of Miami

 GRAND  MARSHAL Noël C. Barengo, M.D., Ph.D., MPH 
  Officer, Faculty Senate

 BANNER MARSHAL Barbara Roller, Ph.D.
  Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs

 FACULTY MARSHALS Nancy Havas, M.D.
  Associate Dean for Student Affairs

  Cheryl Brewster, Ed.D.
  Associate Dean for Diversity and Inclusion

 STUDENT MARSHALS Gagani Athauda, M.D.
  Associate Professor, Department of Cellular Biology   
  and Pharmacology

  Darren Kaufman, M.D.
  Vice Chair, Clerkship Director for 
  Emergency Medicine & Critical Care, Assistant Professor
 
  CONVENER Noël C. Barengo, M.D., Ph.D., MPH 
  Officer, Faculty Senate 

 THE NATIONAL ANTHEM Rishi Rane, M.D. Candidate, 
 AND FIU ALMA MATER Class of 2020 

 INTRODUCTIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Kenneth G. Furton, Ph.D.
  Provost and Executive Vice President

 REMARKS Herbert A. Wertheim, O.D., D.Sc.
  Founding Chairman and Trustee Emeritus
  
  Mark B. Rosenberg, Ph.D.
  President

 DEAN’S REMARKS  Robert Sackstein, M.D., Ph.D.
  Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs

 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS John A. Rock, M.D.
  Founding Dean of the Khalifa University College of  
  Medicine  & Health Sciences, Founding Dean   
  Emeritus of Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine

 PRESENTATION OF Pedro J. Greer Jr., M.D. 
 THE GREEN FAMILY FOUNDATION  Associate Dean for Community Engagement 
 NeighborhoodHELP™ COMMUNITY 
  FACULTY AWARD 

 INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER Karin Esposito, M.D., Ph.D.
  Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs

 STUDENT ADDRESS Javier Nahmias
  Class of 2019

 WORLDS AHEAD RECOGNITIONS Mark B. Rosenberg, Ph.D.
  President

 Presentation of Hoods and Diplomas

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTOR  Robert Sackstein, M.D., Ph.D. 
 OF MEDICINE DEGREES Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs

 HOODS Carolyn D. Runowicz, M.D.
  Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

  Karin Esposito, M.D., Ph.D.
  Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs

 ADMINISTRATION OF PHYSICIAN’S OATH Sergio Gonzalez-Arias., M.D., Ph.D.
  Executive Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs
  
 CLOSING REMARKS Robert Sackstein, M.D., Ph.D.
  Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs 

 CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES Mark B. Rosenberg, Ph.D.
  President

 RECESSIONAL 
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The History of FIU’s Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine 

Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine (HWCOM) at Florida International University (FIU) was established in response 
to a community need for access to medical education and a projected need for physicians in the state and country. In 
March 2006, the State University System of Florida Board of Governors approved the university’s plans for establishment 
of a college of medicine, and in May 2006, the Florida Legislature authorized creation of the new college. Immediately 
thereafter, FIU began to develop an innovative, twenty-first–century approach to health care and medical education. In fall 
2006, FIU selected John A. Rock, MD, to become Founding Dean and Senior Vice President for Medical Affairs of its new 
college of medicine. In 2018, after serving FIU for 12 years, Dean Rock stepped down, and Robert Sackstein, M.D., Ph.D., 
was appointed Dean of HWCOM.

The HWCOM Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree program curriculum forgoes the traditional pattern of medical education, 
in which students complete 2 years of study of basic science and then 2 years of clinical training. Instead, the program 
integrates clinical and basic science throughout the 4-year medical education experience. HWCOM medical students receive 
formal instruction in professional development and complete clinical training in a variety of health care settings throughout 
South Florida. These venues provide learning environments that foster the development of culturally competent students 
who will become physicians dedicated to improving the quality of patient care. 

Students also participate in the Green Family Foundation Neighborhood Health Education Learning Program 
(NeighborhoodHELP), the college’s innovative service-learning initiative in which faculty-supervised, interprofessional 
teams of FIU students provide care to households in medically underserved areas of South Florida. Since 2012, HWCOM 
has launched several fully-equipped NeighborhoodHELP Mobile Health Centers that provide primary and preventive health 
care services in designated neighborhoods. HWCOM has been widely recognized for this innovation and dedication to 
the community: in 2016, the college was awarded the Association for Medical Education in Europe ASPIRE-to-Excellence 
Award in Social Accountability, an international honor recognizing the college’s approach to addressing the health needs of 
the community through NeighborhoodHELP.

In 2008, the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) conferred preliminary accreditation on the HWCOM 
M.D. degree program, which allowed the school to accept its inaugural class of students in fall 2009. The college has since 
completed each step of the LCME accreditation process in the shortest time possible, and the MD degree program is now 
fully accredited through academic year 2025–2026. Following enrollments of 43, 43, 82, and 120 students in 2009 through 
2012, respectively, the college now operates at its planned full capacity of 480 medical students. 

In March 2013, the college celebrated its first Match Day, with all 33 graduating medical students matching to one of their 
chosen residencies. In April, 2013, convocation ceremonies for the inaugural class marked the culmination of the first full 
cycle of the M.D. degree program at FIU. Since then, subsequent cohorts of graduating students have achieved great success 
in the Match, and many HWCOM alumni are now in practice throughout the United States. The college continues to 
celebrate the accomplishments of its students, and is particularly proud to celebrate the commencement of its seventh class 
of future physicians—the HWCOM Class of 2019.  

Herbert Wertheim O.D., D.Sc., M.D. (hc)
Founding Chairman, Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine
Trustee Emeritus, Florida International University
Chairman and CEO, Brain Power Incorporated

Dr. Herbert A. Wertheim is an inventor, educator, scientist, eye physician, clinician, entrepreneur, 
philanthropist and community leader. Wertheim’s enduring discoveries and contributions in eye care 
and other scientific fields have touched millions during his forty years of patient care and eye research. 
He and his research team have been granted more than 100 patents, copyrights and trademarks. 

Wertheim founded Brain Power Incorporated (BPI) more than 40 years ago. BPI is the world’s largest manufacturer of ophthalmic 
instruments and chemicals for eye care professionals and optical laboratories, with extensive research and manufacturing facilities 
in the United States and Europe. For many years, he had a clinical practice specializing in Visual Neurology and Optometry at the 
University Eye and Medical Center in Coral Gables, Florida. Wertheim was a distinguished lecturer in Physiological Optics and 
Optometry at the world-renowned Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, and adjunct professor of physics in the graduate program at the 
University of Miami. He also served as Director of the University of Tennessee Medical School Computer Center, directing more than 
40 programmers and researchers. 

Wertheim is a graduate of Brevard Community College and the University of Florida, where he studied electrical and computer 
engineering. He also received a B.S. in optical engineering and a Doctor of Optometry degree from the Southern College of 
Optometry in association with the University of Tennessee Medical School. Wertheim was awarded the Doctor of Science, honoris 
causa, from FIU for his distinguished scientific and clinical discoveries. He has completed post graduate studies at Stanford University, 
London School of Economics, Northwestern University, Harvard and IMD in Switzerland. He is also a member of University of 
Florida Blue Key. 

More than 35 years ago, Wertheim was the first to publicize and stress to eye care professionals the prevention of cataracts and the 
management of other retinal pathology. He emphasized the fact that UV light was a contributing cause of cataracts and retinal 
deterioration. Wertheim’s invention of UV-400 absorbers for eyeglasses as well as other discoveries have been beneficial in reducing 
cataracts and other eye pathologies. 

Wertheim has served as chairman of the Board of Directors and board member of the FIU Foundation from 1988 through 2001. 
He is a founding member of the FIU Board of Trustees and served as chairman and vice chairman of the university’s most successful 
capital campaign, which raised more than $200 million. 

As chairman of FIU’s Academic Affairs Committee, he conceived, initiated, and won the approval of the university’s trustees for 
the College of Medicine and was asked to chair the Medical College Initiative. In May 2009, he and the Dr. Herbert and Nicole 
Wertheim Family Foundation made a $20 million contribution that became $40 million with state matching funds to establish 
multiple endowments. They support student scholarships, research fellows, leadership lectures, medical community advancement, 
and eight endowed chairs for the College of Medicine. In June 2009, the FIU Board of Trustees named the college the Herbert 
Wertheim College of Medicine in his honor and named him founding chairman of the College of Medicine and trustee emeritus of 
the university. 

In 2011, he was awarded the Horatio Alger Distinguished American Medal of Honor for his lifetime accomplishments in business 
and philanthropy. 

The La Jolla Institute of Allergies and Immunology Board elected Wertheim to serve as a director and research advisor. This will give 
each institution the ability to benefit from shared educational, research, and clinical knowledge and resources in the future. 

Wertheim has served as chairman of the Dr. Herbert and Nicole Wertheim Family Foundation since 1977. It has supported hundreds 
of local and international educational, sporting and community health care organizations around the world with millions of dollars in 
financial aid grants. 
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Commencement Speaker 

John A. Rock, M.D.
Founding Dean of the Khalifa University  
College of Medicine & Health Sciences
 
John A. Rock, M.D., is Founding Dean Emeritus of the Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, 
Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Prior to his appointment as Founding Dean at FIU in 2006, he held numerous academic and 
administrative appointments, including Director of the Division of Reproductive Endocrinology in 

the Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics at Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions, Chairman of the Department of Gynecology 
and Obstetrics at Emory University School of Medicine, and Chancellor and Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Pediatrics and 
Public Health at Louisiana State University (LSU) Health Sciences Center. 

While at Johns Hopkins, Dr. Rock established the In Vitro Fertilization Program.

At Emory University, Dr. Rock raised the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology’s National Institutes of Health ranking from 
66th in the nation to 18th. At LSU, he established a School of Public Health, significantly increased the medical school’s research 
funding, provided disaster management leadership during Hurricane Katrina, and had management oversight of Louisiana’s statewide 
Charity Hospital System. 

In October of 2018, Dr. Rock was appointed Founding Dean at Khalifa University College of Medicine and Health Sciences, in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE.

In addition to his administrative leadership posts, Dr. Rock has written 20 books, contributed to 78 others, and written more than 
250 juried and non-juried articles. Dr. Rock earned his MD degree in 1972 at LSU, completed his residency at Duke University 
Medical Center in 1976, completed a Fellowship in Reproductive Endocrinology in 1978 at Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions and 
earned a Master in Health Care Management degree from Harvard University in 2003.

Green Family Foundation NeighborhoodHELP™ 
Community Faculty Award

Lonnie Pennington 

It is with great pleasure that we choose Mr. Lonnie Pennington for the 2019 Community Faculty 
Award. This award recognizes a Green Family Foundation NeighborhoodHELP (NeighborhoodHELP) 
household member whose commitment and service to the program is exceptional and unwavering. Mr. 
Pennington believes in NeighborhoodHELP and is always willing to serve the program. He is a great 
teacher and has thrived in the program. 

Mr. Pennington has been part of NeighborhoodHELP since 2010 and has been receiving students 
since 2014. Mr. Pennington warmly welcomes students and faculty, outreach staff, and visitors who 

want to learn about the program into his home. He has also attended many NeighborhoodHELP curricular activities, including the 
Panther Learning Community Orientation for Class of 2020, and the "Welcome Back Class of 2021" event. 

Mr. Pennington is a beacon of resilience, and you are guaranteed to learn about his life lessons during any interaction with him. 
Although Mr. Pennington is approaching 84, you would never be able to tell due to his tenacity and eagerness to stay active and 
healthy. Since joining NeighborhoodHELP, Mr. Pennington has had heart surgery. He has taken full advantage of community 
services and the health education information provided to him through NeighborhoodHELP. Working with the students, faculty, and 
outreach staff, he has lost a significant amount of weight, increased his daily exercise, and continues to learn about his health and how 
to stay healthy. To earn additional income, Mr. Pennington has started working again as a part-time Lyft driver.  

Anyone who meets Mr. Pennington knows his love and appreciation for what we do through NeighborhoodHELP. Here is what his 
graduating medical student Franklin Zheng had to say about Mr. Pennington:

“He has been a great household, to be able to inform him on competencies such as behavioral modification/guidance and injury 
prevention. He is a well-read gentleman who really appreciates any information you hand him. He has always responded to my calls 
and my visits and I really think he makes a great collaborator as long as you play your part. I let him know that I will be graduating in 
a few weeks and told him what a pleasure it was working with him. He was very happy for me and thanked me for always stopping by 
and wished me the best of luck. LP has been a pleasure to work with, and throughout my three years he has maintained a good line of 
communication while being very open to having medical/nursing/social work students and faculty on each visit. LP is open to having 
another medical student work with him.” 

Mr. Pennington is an inspiration to all and has shown us how we can flourish through adversity. We are profoundly grateful to 
him for his contribution and dedication to NeighborhoodHELP. We hope that everyone else will see what an amazing person 
Mr. Pennington is and will be as grateful as we are for his participation in NeighborhoodHELP. He is an exceptional example of a 
household member who understands and is committed to the goals of NeighborhoodHELP. Mr. Pennington is truly deserving of the 
2019 Community Faculty Award.

This award recognizes a community member who is emblematic of forwarding the Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine’s 
ambition to produce socially responsible physicians and promote healthy communities through engaging in local neighborhoods. The 
NeighborhooodHELP™ household member presented with this award exhibits the improvement of the household learning experience, 
supports community engaged research, and helps develop community-driven service opportunities, three core elements that promote an 
environment for scholarship in the community setting.   
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Matthew Alfonso, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Memorial Healthcare System 
Pembroke Pines, FL

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL 

Northwestern University, BS in  
Art Theory Communication

Shana Anton, M.D. 
Family Medicine 
Tidelands Health 
Myrtle Beach, SC 

Virginia Commonwealth University, BA in Health 
Sciences & Foreign Language

Sonny Arre, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Citrus Memorial Hospital 
Inverness, FL

Florida International University, BA in Chemistry

Deannys Batista, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Emory Univ SOM 
Atlanta, GA

Florida International University,  
BS in Sociology & Anthropology

Tiffany Beguiristain, M.D. 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Mercy Blanco, M.D. 
Psychiatry 
Citrus Health Network 
Hialeah, FL

Florida International University,  
BS in Biology & Psychology

 

Nikita Bodoukhin, M.D. 
Psychiatry 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

University of Florida, BS in Biology

 

Manuel Borobia, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
U Florida COM-Shands Hospital 
Gainesville, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Ryan Bricknell, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U Illinois COM 
Chicago, IL

University of California –  
Davis, BS in Exercise Biology

 

Class of 2019 Graduates

Keneil Brown, M.D. 
Psychiatry 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL 

Grinnell College, BA in Biochemistry

 

Jacob Bruno-Friedman, M.D. 
General Surgery 
Orlando Health 
Orlando, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Joseph Burns, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Zucker SOM-Northwell Cohen Children’s 
Medical Center 
New Hyde Park, NY

Stetson University, BS in Integrative Health 
Science Biology

Matthew Cannavo, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Rhode Island Hospital/Brown Univ 
Providence, RI

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Rhode Island Hospital/Brown Univ 
Providence, RI

Rhodes College, BS in Biochemistry  
& Molecular Biology

Jason Ceavers, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U Miami MSOM/Holy Cross 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Kenneth Chang, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Zucker SOM-Northwell NS/LIJ 
Great Neck, NY 

Ophthalmology 
U South Carolina  
Columbia, SC

Georgetown University, MS in Physiology

Boston College, BS in Biochemistry

Justin Cheng, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Wake Forest Baptist Med Center 
Winston-Salem, NC

University of California – Los Angeles,  
BS in Biochemistry

Rommel Chiriboga, M.D. 
Transitional 
U Miami MSOM/Holy Cross 
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

Florida International University, BS in Chemistry

 

Kristina Chung, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Vanderbilt Univ Med Center 
Nashville, TN

University of Miami, BS in Neuroscience

Class of 2019 Graduates
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Oren Cohen, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
LSU SOM 
New Orleans, LA

Florida State University,  
BS in Biomedical Sciences

 

Ricardo Collazo, M.D. 
General Surgery 
U Texas Med Sch 
Houston, TX

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Chelsea Cosner, M.D. 
Psychiatry 
U Maryland Med Center 
Baltimore, MD

University of Miami, BA in Neuroscience

 

Reese Courington, M.D. 
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Orlando Health 
Orlando, FL

University of Florida, BS in Applied  
Physiology & Kinesiology

 

Thomas Cowan, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Wake Forest Baptist Med Center 
Winston-Salem, NC

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Wake Forest Baptist Med Center 
Winston-Salem, NC

University of Miami, BS in Biochemistry

Kelley Dages, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Mayo Clinic School of Grad Med Ed 
Rochester, MN

Florida international University, BS in Biology

Jonathan Dahan, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
UCLA Med Center 
Los Angeles, CA

University of California – Berkeley,  
BA in Psychology

Christophe De Lespinasse, M.D. 
Medicine-Pediatrics 
LSU SOM 
New Orleans, LA

Barry University, MS in Biomedical Science

Babson College, BS in Business

Michael DesRosiers, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

University of South Florida,  
MS in Medical Sciences

University of Florida, BS in Biochemistry

 

Class of 2019 Graduates

Efren Diaz, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Stony Brook Teaching Hospitals 
Stony Brook, NY

Florida international University, BS in Biology

Melissa Diaz, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children's Hospital 
Miami, FL

University of Miami, BS in Neuroscience

 

Lauren Dittman, M.D. 
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Mayo Clinic School of Grad Med Ed 
Rochester, MN

Colgate University, BA in Molecular Biology

 

Cristobal Ducaud, M.D. 
Surgery-Preliminary 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL 

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

Florida international University, BS in Biology

Alyssa Eily, M.D. 
Surgery-Preliminary 
Virginia Commonwealth U Health Sys 
Richmond, VA

University of Miami, MS in Exercise Physiology

University of Miami, BA in English & Psychology

 

Farouk Farouk, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children's Hospital 
Miami, FL

Florida international University,  
BS in Biological Sciences

Amara Fazal, M.D. 
Medicine-Primary 
Emory Univ SOM 
Atlanta, GA

University of Florida, BA in Economics

 

Alejandra Figueroa, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

Florida international University, BS in Biology

Blake Fortes, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Mayo Clinic School of Grad Med Ed 
Rochester, MN

Ophthalmology 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, MN

University of Miami, BS in Chemistry

Class of 2019 Graduates
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Carol Marie Fraley, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Vanderbilt Univ Med Center 
Nashville, TN

University of Florida,  
BS in Microbiology & Cell Science

 

Alixandra Garic, M.D. 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
NYP Hospital-Weill Cornell Med Ctr 
New York, NY

University of Florida, BS in Applied  
Physiology & Kinesiology

 

Hannah Gordon, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

Claremont McKenna College, MPH Leadership 
& Management

Claremont McKenna College BS in Global 
Health Policy & International Development

Ana Luiza Graneiro, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children's Hospital 
Miami, FL

Duke University, BA in Psychology

 

Ottavia Green, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
St Louis, MO

University of Florida, BS in Biology

 

Roboan Guillen, M.D. 
Neurological Surgery 
LSU SOM 
New Orleans, LA

Florida international University, BS in Chemistry

Tamlyn Hall, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
Creighton Univ Affil Hospitals 
Phoenix, AZ

University of Florida, BS in Health Science

 

Benjamin Hellman, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Zucker SOM-Northwell Staten Island Univ 
Staten Island, NY

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Westchester Medical Center 
Valhalla, NY

Touro College, BA in Psychology

 

Bryan Herzog, M.D. 
Urology 
Tulane University School of Medicine 
New Orleans, LA

Bucknell University, BS in Biology

Class of 2019 Graduates

Schuyler Hodge, M.D. 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School 
Newark, NJ

Georgetown University, BS in Sociology

Francisco Irizarry, M.D. 
General Surgery 
LSU SOM 
New Orleans, LA

Florida international University, BS in Biology

 

Samuel Jean-Baptiste, M.D. 
Transitional 
Orange Park Med Center 
Orange Park, FL 

Radiation Oncology 
Vanderbilt Univ Med Center 
Nashville, TN

Emory University, BS in Applied Mathematics

Hyunseo Jung, M.D. 
Otolaryngology 
University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, VA

Georgetown University, MS in Physiology

Cornell University, BA in Biology with Physiology

Semir Karic, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
U Florida COM 
Jacksonville, FL

University of Florida, BA in  Biology

Emma Kelly, M.D. 
General Surgery 
U Tennessee COM 
Memphis, TN

Vanderbilt University, BA in Anthropology

 

Pavinarmatha Ketheeswaran, M.D. 
Family Medicine 
Brown Family Med 
Pawtucket, RI

Boston University, MPH

University of Florida, BS in Psychology

 

 

Bu Jung Kim, M.D. 
Family Medicine 
Geisinger Health System 
Danville, PA

New York University, BA in Biochemistry

Catherine Kim, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U Illinois COM 
Chicago, IL

John Hopkins University, BS in Molecular & 
Cellular Biology

 

Class of 2019 Graduates
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Kihyun Kwon, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Flushing Hospital Med Center 
Flushing, NY 

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Harlem Hospital Center 
New York, NY

Georgetown University, MS in Physiology

Washington University, BA in Biology

Alyssa Kimble, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U South Florida Morsani COM 
Tampa, FL

University of Central Florida,  
BS in Biomedical Science

Marrell Kimble, M.D. 
Family Medicine 
Bayfront Med Center 
St Petersburg, FL

University of Central Florida, BS in  
Molecular & Microbiology

Cindy Li, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
U Connecticut School of Medicine 
Farmington, CT

Amherst College, BA in Psychology

David Liepa, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U South Florida Morsani COM 
Tampa, FL

University of Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey, MS in Biomedical Science

Boston College, BS in Biology

Jason Llaneras, M.D. 
General Surgery 
Harbor-UCLA Med Center 
Torrance, CA

Barry University, BS in Chemistry

 

Natasha Llanes, M.D. 
Neurology 
U South Florida Morsani COM 
Tampa, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Lina Loza, M.D. 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
San Antonio Uniformed Services Health Ed 
Consortium 
Houston, TX

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Sonia Majid, M.D. 
Neurological Surgery 
Penn State Hershey Med Center 
Hershey, PA

University of Miami, MPH in Epidemiology

University of Miami, BS/BA in Biology & 
Religious Studies
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Aaron Malles, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Case Western/Univ Hospitals  
Cleveland Med Center 
Cleveland, OH

Loyola University, MA in Medical Sciences

University of South Florida,  
BS in Biomedical Science

Ephraim Mansour, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Eric Marten, M.D. 
Transitional 
U Miami MSOM/Holy Cross 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Yale-New Haven Hospital 
New Haven, CT

University of California-Davis, BS in 
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

David Mendoza, M.D. 
Neurology 
U Florida COM-Shands Hospital 
Gainesville, FL

Pace University, BS in Forensic  
Science & Chemistry

 

Lazaro Mesa, M.D. 
Orthopaedic Surgery 
U South Florida Morsani COM 
Tampa, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Sophia Meziani, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
Orlando Health 
Orlando, FL

University of Florida, BS in Mathematics

 

Ashley Miller, M.D. 
General Surgery 
U Tennessee COM 
Memphis, TN

University of West Florida, BS/BA in Clinical 
Laboratory Science & Pre-Professional Biology

 

Grethel Miro, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

Florida International University, BA/BS in 
Chemistry & Biology

Danielle Mitchel, M.D. 
Transitional 
UCF COM/GME Consortium 
Orlando, FL 

Phys Medicine & Rehab 
Temple Univ Hospital 
Philadelphia, PA

George Washington University,  
BS in Public Health

 

Class of 2019 Graduates
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Briana Mizrahi, M.D. 
Psychiatry 
NYMC-Metropolitan Hospital Center 
New York, NY

Yeshiva University Stern College for Women,  
BA in Biology

 

Christina Moore, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

Harvard University, BA in Neurobiology

 

Juliana Morales, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Julieta Morano, M.D. 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Miami, FL
Florida International University, BS in Biology
 

Javier Nahmias, M.D. 
Transitional 
U Miami MSOM/Holy Cross 
Fort Lauderdale, FL
Ophthalmology 
Wake Forest U 
Winston-Salem, NC
University of South Florida, MS in Medical Science
Florida International University, BS in Health 
Science Administration

Jennifer Navarro, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children's Hospital 
Miami, FL
University of Miami, BS in Psychology/Biology

Andrew Newman, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Rutgers-R W Johnson Medical School 
New Brunswick, NJ

Amherst College, BA in Chemistry

Christian-Immanuel Oliveros, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Children's Mercy Hospital 
Kansas City, MO

University of Miami, BS in Biology & Economics

 

Jennifer Palacio, M.D. 
General Surgery 
Memorial Healthcare System 
Pembroke Pines, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology
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Phillip Palomino, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
MedStar Georgetown Univ Hospital 
Washington, DC

University of Florida, BS in Biology

 

Jasmyne Patel, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
Emory Univ SOM 
Atlanta, GA

University of California-Santa Cruz, BS in 
Molecular Developmental and Cell Biology

Dana Perez, M.D. 
Pathology 
Tulane Univ SOM 
New Orleans, LA

Larkin Health Science Institute, MS in 
Biomedical Science

Lafayette College, BS in Biology 

Jiodany Perez, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Valerie Polcz, M.D. 
General Surgery 
U Florida COM-Shands Hospital 
Gainesville, FL

Florida Atlantic University,  
MS in Biomedical Science

University of Florida, BA in Spanish

Angel Porras, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

Florida International University, BA in Chemistry

Zachary Pryor, M.D. 
Transitional 
UCF COM/GME Consortium 
Orlando, FL

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Thomas Jefferson Univ 
Philadelphia, PA

Vanderbilt University,  
BE in Biomedical Engineering

Carly Rabin, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
George Washington Univ 
Washington, DC

University of Florida, BS in Biochemistry

Tiffany Race, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U Florida COM-Shands Hospital 
Gainesville, FL

University of Florida, BA in Mathematics

 

Class of 2019 Graduates
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Evelyn Ramirez, M.D. 
Emergency Medicine 
Orlando Health 
Orlando, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Bhupaul Ramsuchit, M.D. 
General Surgery 
Orlando Health 
Orlando, FL

University of Florida, BHS in Health Sciences

 

Anusha Reddy, M.D. 
Anesthesiology 
Icahn SOM at Mount Sinai 
New York, NY

University of Florida, BS in Biology

Brenda Rieger, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles, CA

University of Florida, BS in Psychology & Biology

 

Bailey Roberts, M.D. 
General Surgery 
Zucker SOM-Northwell NS/LIJ 
New Hyde Park, NY

Auburn University, BS in Biochemistry

 

Jose Roble, M.D. 
Transitional 
William Beaumont Army Medical Ctr 
El Paso, TX

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Nicholas Romano, M.D. 
Psychiatry 
NYP Hospital-Weill Cornell Med Ctr 
New York, NY

Columbia University, MPH

University of Central Florida,  
BS in Health Sciences

Stephanie San Martin, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital 
Miami, FL

Boston University, MS in Medical Science

University of Florida, BS in Biology

Nicholas Schmoke, M.D. 
General Surgery 
U Colorado SOM 
Aurora, CO 
University of Miami, DPT  
Bellevue University, BA in Health Science
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Jessica Seigel, M.D. 
Obstetrics-Gynecology 
U South Florida Morsani COM 
Tampa, FL

University of Florida, BS in Biology 

 

Zaid Sheikh, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Broward Health Med Center 
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Florida International University,  
BS in Biomedical Engineering 

 

Joshua Sixon, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U Miami/JFK Palm Bch GME Consort 
Atlantis, FL

Florida International University, BS in Biology

 

Gina Sotolongo, M.D. 
Pathology 
Duke Univ Med Center 
Durham, NC

Florida International University, BS in Biology

Jacqueline Sroka, M.D. 
Family Medicine 
Kaiser Permanente 
San Diego, CA

University of Florida, BS in Botany/Pre-Medical

 

Calvin Strehl, M.D. 
General Surgery 
Penn State Hershey Med Center 
Hershey, PA

University of California-Santa Cruz,  
BS in Human Biology

Janine Suarez, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

University of Miami, BS in Biology

 

Eric Tano, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital 
Miami, FL

University of Miami, BS in Biology

 

Jeran Trangle, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
Oregon Health & Science Univ 
Portland, OR

Georgetown University, MS in Neuroscience

Johns Hopkins University, BA in Neuroscience
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Michelle Trieu, M.D. 
Psychiatry 
Kaiser Permanente 
Oakland, CA

University of California-San Diego,  
BS in Cognitive Science

 

Laura Valente, M.D. 
Transitional 
UCF COM/GME Consortium 
Ocala, FL

Anesthesiology 
UCF COM/GME Consortium 
Ocala, FL

University of Florida, BS in Biology

 

Patrick Valente, M.D. 
Surgery-Preliminary 
U North Carolina Hospitals 
Chapel Hill, NC

University of South Florida,  
MS in Medical Science

Cornell University,  
BA in Biology-Animal Physiology

Erik VerHage, M.D. 
Pediatrics 
Duke Univ Med Center 
Durham, NC

Wheaton College, BS in Biology

 

Priya Verma, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 
U South Florida Morsani COM 
Tampa, FL

University of South Florida,  
BS in Biomedical Science

 

Omar Viqar, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Aventura Hospital 
Aventura, FL

Nova Southeastern University,  
BS in Biology 

Shahodat Voreis, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Mt Sinai Med Center 
Miami Beach, FL 

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Pennsylvania Hospital 
Philadelphia, PA

Ave Maria University, BA in Biology

 

Abner Wilding, M.D. 
Transitional 
Orange Park Medical Center 
Orange Park, FL  

Radiology-Diagnostic 
Loma Linda Univeristy 
Loma Linda, CA 
University of Florida, BS in Biology 

Mohammad Yousef, M.D.

University of Miami, BS in 
Neuroscience 

Franklin Zheng, M.D. 
Medicine-Preliminary 
Sinai Hospital of Baltimore 
Baltimore, MD

Ophthalmology 
Sinai Hospital of Baltimore 
Baltimore, MD

Emory University, BS in Biology  
& Neuroscience

Honors 

ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society, a professional medical organization, recognizes and advocates for excellence in 

scholarship and the highest ideals in the profession of medicine. Up to 16 percent of the graduating class may be elected based on 
leadership, character, community service, and professionalism.  

LEONARD TOW HUMANISM IN MEDICINE AWARD
Sponsored by the Gold Foundation, this award is presented to one graduating student and one faculty member who best 

demonstrate the Foundation’s ideals of outstanding compassion in the delivery of care, respect for patients, their families, and 
healthcare colleagues, as well as demonstrated clinical excellence.

GOLD HUMANISM HONOR SOCIETY
The Gold Humanism Honor Society honors medical students, residents, role-model physician teachers and other exemplars 

recognized for “demonstrated excellence in clinical care, leadership, compassion and dedication to service.”

DR. ROBERT KEMPER AWARD
Underwritten by the Key Biscayne Foundation, this award is named in memory of Dr. Robert Kemper,  
who exemplified the highest qualities of medical professionalism until his life was cut short by cancer.

Amara Fazal

Matthew Cannavo
Ricardo Collazo
Jonathan Dahan
Lauren Dittman

Alejandra Figueroa
Roboan Guillen

Eric Marten

Sophia Meziani
Tiffany Race

Anusha Reddy
Nicholas Schmoke

Jessica Seigel
Patrick Valente
Franklin Zheng

Joseph Burns
Chelsea Cosner

Amara Fazal
Carol Fraley

Hannah Gordon
Samuel Jean-Baptiste

Marrell Kimble

Alyssa Kimble
Ephraim Mansour
David Mendoza

Dharam Persaud Sharma
Valerie Polcs

Bhupaul Ramsuchit
Eric Tano

Jeran Trangle
Erik Verhage
Omar Viqar

Shahodat Voreis
Abner Wilding
Franklin Zheng

Amara Fazal
Cheryl Holder, M.D.
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Dr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Wertheim
Leon Medical Centers, Inc.
Baptist Health South Florida
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
Green Family Foundation, Inc.
North Dade Medical Foundation, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Taño
Nicklaus Children's Hospital
Ware Foundation
Braman Family Foundation
Meredyth Anne Dasburg Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Dasburg
The HERA Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Sheldon H. Cherry and  

Dr. Carolyn D. Runowicz
University of Connecticut Health Center
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
The Saul and Theresa Esman Foundation, Inc.
Jackson Memorial Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Rock
VITAS Innovative Hospice Care
Dr. and Mrs. Jose J. Armas
Rinker Family Foundation, Inc.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc.
The Jewish Community Foundation, Inc
Mr. Mitchel Rymar &  

Mrs. Geraldine Sternfeld
The Michael J. Fox Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Steven M. Scott
Health Foundation of South Florida
Florida Blue Foundation
U.S. Century Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Caruncho Sr.
Unihealth of South Florida, Inc.
Schwab Charitable Fund
Dr. John T. Macdonald Foundation, Inc.
East Florida Physician Alliance, Inc.

Rotary Club of Miami
The Thomas Brown McClelland Trust
MCCI Group Holdings, LLC
Carmel J. Barrau, MD, FACP
Mr. S. Lawrence Kahn* & Mrs. Susan Kahn
Goshen General Hospital
Dr. Chantal D. Scheinberg
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Peacock Foundation, Inc.
Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.
The Miami Foundation
Neuroscience Centers of Florida  

Foundation, Inc
Dr. Sergio Gonzalez-Arias and Mrs. Maria M. 

Morales-Gonzalez
American Medical Association
Alpha Rho Boulé Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Jorge L. Orbay-Cerrato and Mrs. Maria 

M. Tremols-Orbay
United Way of Miami-Dade
Mr. and Mrs. Alfredo Sesana
Drs. Joe and Sandra Simpson
Dr. Rodolfo Hernandez
PsychCare LLC
Greater Miami Jewish Federation
Dr. Manuel Penalver and  

Dr. Cristina Lopez-Penalver
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson L. Adams, III
Mr. Richard Amundsen and Mrs. Claudia Puig
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP
Community Foundation of Broward
Dr. Santiago Medina
Dr. and Mrs. Vijay Kumar Zaveri
Dr. and Mrs. Jose E. Portuondo
Mr. and Mrs. Justo Luis Pozo
Dr. Jeffrey L. Horstmyer and Mrs. Tillie Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Felipe A. Valls Jr.

The Guerra Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. David R. Parker and  

Mrs. Marian E. Davis Parker
Dr. Jorge L. Sosa
Association of Haitian Physicians Abroad, 

South Florida
Beraja Medical Institute
Dr. and Mrs. J. Patrick O’Leary
Dr. and Mrs. Julio M. Garcia
Dr. Modesto A. Maidique
Dr. and Mrs. Roberto F. Tuchman
Dr. Stephen J. Dresnick*
Dr. Justo M. Garcia
Dr. Orlando Lopez-Fernandez and  

Mrs. Maria Teresa Miranda
Emergency Room Medical Associates
Larkin Community Hospital
Mercy Hospital Medical Staff Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher G. Korge
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Lefton
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Zelcer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Adler
Mr. Gregg Steinberg
Mr. Noel J. Guillama-Alvarez
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Bell Jr.
Mr. Oscar Maita
Mr. R. Kirk Landon*
Mr. Theodore A. Spak*
Ms. Adriana C. Sofia & Ms. Leria Cano
Ms. Dany Garcia
NMA/James Wilson Bridges, MD  

Medical Society
Phycare Medical Group
Preferred Medical Plan
South Florida Medical Imaging, P.A.
The Community Foundation in Jacksonville
The Honorable Perla Tabares-Hantman and 

Mr. Arnold Hantman
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A very special thank you to our supporters of the Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, your generosity has made this day possible.

This list reflects the names of organizations and individuals who have donated $50,000 or more to the Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine since 
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office of Medical Development and Alumni Relations at givetomedicine@fiu.edu with any requested changes. 

*In Memoriam

Department Chairs
Juan Acuña, M.D.
Chair, Dept. of Medical & Population 
Health Sciences Research
Associate Professor

Jefry L. Biehler, M.D.
Chair, Department of Pediatrics 
Associate Professor

Jeffrey Boyd, Ph.D. 
Chair, Department of Human and 
Molecular Genetics
Professor

Daniel Castellanos, M.D.
Chair, Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Health
Professor

Sergio M. Gonzalez-Arias, M.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Neuroscience
Professor

Pedro J. Greer, Jr., M.D.
Chair, Department of Medicine, Family 
Medicine and Community Health
Professor

Barry Katzen, M.D.
Chair, Department of Interventional 
Radiology
Professor

Robert Levine, M.D.
Chair, Department of Emergency 
Medicine and Critical Care
Professor

Pedro F. Lopez, M.D.
Chair, Department of Ophthalmology
Professor

Minesh Mehta, M.D.
Chair, Department of Radiation Oncology
Professor

Madhavan Nair, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Immunology
Professor

Alan Nieder, M.D.
Chair, Department of Urology
Associate Professor

Manuel Peñalver, M.D.
Chair, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
Professor

Georg Petroianu, M.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Cellular Biology 
and Pharmacology
Professor

Robert Poppiti, M.D.
Chair, Department of Pathology
Professor

Robert Sackstein, M.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Translational 
Medicine

John Uribe, M.D.
Chair, Department of Orthopedics
Professor

S. Howard Wittels M.D.
Chair, Department of Anesthesiology
Professor

Martin N. Zaiac, M.D.
Chair, Department of Dermatology
Associate Professor

Vijay Zaveri, M.D.
Chair, Department of Otolaryngology
Associate Professor

Administrators

Sergio M. Gonzalez-Arias, M.D.
Executive Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs 

Professor

Karin C. Esposito, M.D., Ph.D.
Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs    
Professor, Psychiatry and Behavioral Health

Carolyn D. Runowicz, M.D.
Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

Professor

Liane Martinez, MSF
Executive Associate Dean for Finance and Administration

Faculty Administrator

Robert Sackstein, M.D., Ph.D.
Dean and Senior Vice President for Health Affairs

Professor 



F l o r i d a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y H e r b e r t  W e r t h e i m  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e2 4 2 5

State of Florida
The Honorable Ron DeSantis, Governor 

The Honorable Jeanette Nuñez ’94, ’98, Lieutenant Governor

The Honorable Ashley Moody, Attorney General

The Honorable Jimmy Patronis, Chief Financial Officer

The Honorable Nikki Fried, Commissioner of Agriculture

State University System of Florida
Board of Governors

Marshall M. Criser III, Chancellor 

Ned C. Lautenbach, Chair 

Sydney Kitson, Vice Chair 

Richard Corcoran, Commissioner of Education

Tim Cerio

Shawn Felton

Patricia Frost 

H. Wayne Huzienga Jr.

Darlene L. Jordan

Alan M. Levine 

Edward A. Morton 

Jay S. Patel

Frederic V. Salerno

Norman D. Tripp 

Fernando J. Valverde, MD 

Zachariah P. Zachariah

Florida International University 
Board of Trustees 2018-2019

Cesar L. Alvarez

Leonard Boord

Dean C. Colson

Gerald C. Grant, Jr., ’78, ’89

Michael G. Joseph

Natasha Lowell

Justo L. Pozo ’80

Marc D. Sarnoff

Rogelio Tovar ’92, ’93

Student Member
Sabrina L. Rosell

Student Government, MMC

Faculty Member
Joerg Reinhold 

Chair, FIU Faculty Senate

Claudia Puig, Chair
Jose J. Armas, Vice Chair

Mark B. Rosenberg, Secretary

Florida International University 
Foundation Board of Directors 2018-2019

Executive Committee

Richard Brilliant ’93, Chair

Humberto “Burt” Cabañas ’76, Vice Chair

Andre L. Teixeira ’92, MAcc ’93, Treasurer

Jill M. Granat, Esq. ’87, Secretary

Howard R. Lipman, Chief Executive Officer

Steven M. Berwick, CPA ’74

Thomas M. Cornish ’85

Francisco Gonzalez, CPA ’90

Gerald C. Grant, Jr. ’78, MBA ’89

Michael A. Kappitt ’92

Juan J. Martinez ’90, MAcc ’93

Esther L. Moreno, Esq. ’95

Mark B. Rosenberg, University President

Adalio T. Sanchez ’87

Wasim J. Shomar

Elliot Stone

Florida International University
Administration 

Mark B. Rosenberg, President

Kenneth G. Furton, Provost & Executive Vice President  

Kenneth A. Jessell, Chief Financial Officer and Senior Vice President, Finance and Administration

Elizabeth Bejar, Senior Vice President, Academic and Student Affairs 

Sandra B. Gonzalez-Levy, Senior Vice President, External Relations, Strategic Communications and Marketing 

Howard R. Lipman, Senior Vice President, University Advancement and Chief Executive Officer, FIU Foundation Inc. 

Robert Sackstein, Dean and Senior Vice President, Health Affairs, Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine

Kevin B. Coughlin Jr., Vice President, Enrollment Management & Services and University Registrar

Andrés G. Gil ’86, Vice President, Research and Economic Development and Dean, University Graduate School

Robert Grillo ’91, Vice President, Information Technology and Chief Information Officer 

El pagnier K. Hudson, Interim Vice President, Human Resources

Saif Y. Ishoof, Vice President, Engagement

Javier I. Marqués ’92, ’96, Vice President, Operations & Safety, Chief of Staff, Office of the President

Pablo G. Ortiz, Vice President & Vice Provost, Regional Academic Locations & Institutional Development 

Michelle L. Palacio ’03, Vice President, Governmental Relations 

Terry Witherell, Vice President, External Relations, Strategic Communications and Marketing

Carlos B. Castillo ’88, General Counsel, Office of the General Counsel 

Pete Garcia, Executive Director, Sports and Entertainment
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Clinical Affiliates and Partners
Over the years our clinical affiliates and partners have been central in our ability to come so far so quickly,  

and we thank them all for supporting our efforts in the classroom, in the clinic, and in the community.

Agape Network

Aventura Hospital and Medical Center

Baptist Health South Florida

Bayside Ambulatory Center

Borinquen Health Care Center

Broward Health—North Broward Hospital District

Camillus Health

Cano Medical Dental

Care Resource

Citrus Health Network

Cleveland Clinic Florida

Community Health of South Florida

Coral Gables Hospital

FIU Health—Faculty Group Practice

Florida Physician Services

Good Samaritan Medical Center

Guidewell Sanitas I LLC 

Health Information Project

Helen B. Bentley Family Health Center

Hospice of Florida Keys

Hospital Corporation of America

House of Hope

Jesse Trice Community Health Center

Kendall Regional Medical Center

Lee Memorial Health System

Leon Medical Centers

MCCI Group Holdings LLC

Memorial Healthcare System—South Broward Hospital District

Metropolitan Health Networks (Metcare)

Mercy Hospital

Miami Beach Community Health Center

Miami-Dade Public Health Department

Miami Jewish Health Systems

Miami Medical Center

Mount Sinai Medical Center

Nicklaus Children’s Hospital

North Shore Medical Center

Paladina Health

Palmetto General Hospital

Pediatric Associates

Public Health Trust— Jackson Health System

Riviera Health Resort

South Florida Evaluation and Treatment Center

The Key Clubhouse of South Florida

Truman Medical Center

UHI Community Care Clinic

Veteran’s Administration Healthcare System

VITAS Healthcare Corporation

Voluntary Faculty

Westchester General Hospital, Inc.

FIU Alma Mater

Belinda Gunn, Lyrics 
Carl Strommen, Music
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Physician’s Oath 
(Patterned after the Oath of Hippocrates)

I do solemnly swear by that which I hold most sacred;

That I will be loyal to the profession of medicine

and just and generous to all;

That I will lead my life and practice my art

in uprightness and honor;

That into whatsoever house I shall enter,

it shall be for the good of the sick to the utmost of my power,

I, myself aloof from wrong, from corruption,

and from the temptation of others to vice;

That I will exercise my art solely for the cure of patients,

and will give no drug, perform no operation for criminal purpose,

even if solicited, and far less suggest such a thing.

That whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of others

which is not fitting to be spoken,

I will keep inviolably secret.

These things I do promise,

and in proportion as I am faithful to this, my oath,

may happiness and good repute be ever mine –

the opposite if I shall be forsworn.
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