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The paper presents some data of a sociological survey of migrants in Argentina after the outbreak
of the COVID-19 Pandemic. It is noted that after the introduction of restrictive measures, the situa-
tion of migrants has worsened significantly. Migrants indicated cramped living conditions, limited
access to medical care, job loss, and a significant reduction of income as the main problems they
have faced. One of the biggest challenges for Argentina is the informal employment of migrants.
The complication of bureaucratic procedures has led to the fact that many migrants cannot com-
plete the necessary documents on time. During the pandemic such migrants are at risk because
many of them lost their jobs and are unable to pay for housing, to receive medical care, to buy
food, while those who continue to work are at risk of infection. The Government of Argentina at-
tempts to support people during the pandemic, including some categories of migrants. However,
some migrants find themselves in a position of social exclusion, as the state support measures do
not apply to them, and they also cannot return to their home country due to border closures. The
article also observes a significant decline in migrant remittance flows.

Keywords: the COVID-19 Pandemic, Argentina, economic inequality, international labor migra-
tion, migrants’ status, informal employment, change in employment during isolation, state sup-
port measures, social exclusion.
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owadays it is a truism truth that
Nthe COVID-19 Pandemic is

showing, more than ever, the
big inequalities of human societies.
These inequalities are intersectional
constructs that traverse people’s lives,
their social practices and institutions,
affecting the access to rights and op-
portunities. Class, gender, generation,
phenotype, nationality, migration status
cross and (re)configure the field of
(in)equalities.

In Argentina, the pandemic has
mostly affected elder people, inhabit-
ants of popular and precarious neigh-
borhoods, informal workers, and Afri-
can and Latin-American immigrants.
Migrant population not only share labor
and housing deficiencies with poor na-
tives, but their documentary situation

14%

39%

limit their access to food and economic
aids that the Argentine State is provid-
ing (Fig. 1).

Argentina’s population was 44,5
million in 2018. According to official
data, until May 25™ the number of peo-
ple that got COVID-19 was 12076 and
the number of deaths was 452. We are
now in an upward curve that may ar-
rive to the top in mid-June.

Migrants are approximately 5% of
the population. Not all of them have a
regular migration status. There are
many migrants that have problems with
the document proceedings because
during the last 4 years the previous
government made it extremely difficult
(cybernetic system, expensive fees,
long periods of time).

= NID with permanent filing

W NID with temporary filing

= No filing process has started
Filing pending

m Precarious residence

Source: Survey about the “Situation of the migrant/foreign population in Argentina vis a vis the advance of

CORONAVIRUS”

Fig. 1. Documentary situation of the migrant population

The results of the survey included
in this paper vary slightly from the final
ones because the survey finished one
day after the analysis of these proviso-

ry results was done. Many migrants
are informal workers whose economic
activities (construction, sweatshops,
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informal commerce, street vending,

care services) have been interrupted:

e 28% had a formal work before the
quarantine;

e 26.5% had an informal work;

= My work was interrupted, and | stopped
earning a salary

= My work didn’t interrupt and F'm still
earning a salary

= My work was partially interrupted and I'm
earning less money

My work was interrupted but I'm still
earning a salary

u My work was partially interrupted but I'm
still earning a salary

= My work didn’t interrupt
16.24%

= My work fully interrupted

7.88%

e 28.3% worked sporadically;
e 17.2% did not have a job.

Fig. 2 shows labor situation during the
COVID-19 Pandemic insulation.

0.24%

0.12%

3.53%

58.12%

Source: Survey about the “Situation of the migrant/foreign population in Argentina vis a vis the advance of

CORONAVIRUS”

Fig. 2. Labor situation during the insulation

As the figure shows, 58% of the
migrants have lost their jobs and
stopped receiving a salary. Those who
worked informally in construction or
care services, stopped perceiving their
salaries and do not have any money to
pay their bills nor their rent, and to buy
any food. There are some migrants
that keep on working in precarious ac-
tivities that imply a high exposure to
contagion.

Many migrants have difficulties
with their housing. 81% must pay a
rent and 28% declared that they have
had problems since the quarantine be-
gan. They specially remarked that they

are not allowed to pay after the dead-
line, there have been increases in the
rent, evictions (in spite the Government
has prohibited them) and non-renew of
hiring contracts. There are other prob-
lems such as overcrowding and the
lack of basic conditions to sustain the
isolation (since they live in rooms, so-
cial housing, family hotels, cabins).

Poverty index among recently ar-
rived migrants is remarkably higher
than those who arrived previously and
could settle down and find better jobs.
The situation gets worse because
many migrants lack of social networks
and information.
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My work was interrupted, and | stopped earning a salary
regarding years of residence

Source: Survey about the “Situation of the migrant/foreign population in Argentina vis a vis the advance of
CORONAVIRUS"

Fig. 3.

Contemporary Argentine govern- .
ment is progressive and protective. It
cares more about health and life than o
about economy. It has established a .
mandatory quarantine since March 20™
and passed some social policies for
the most vulnerable citizens.

Emergence family income destined
to informal workers;

Prevention of evictions;

Social lunchrooms and free food
delivery.

Nevertheless, many migrants can-
not benefit of these policies. Therefore,

Beside pre-existing social policies,
it is implementing some compensatory
ones:

COVID-19 pandemic has a different
impact according to the migrant status
of some people.

Social aids (not including the Emergence Family Financial

Idon't

Source: Survey about the “Situation of the migrant/foreign population in Argentina vis a vis the advance of

CORONAVIRUS"

Fig. 4.
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The emergence family income
consists in $100 and is destined to na-
tives and migrants whose legal resi-
dence in the country is not minus 2
years. Recipients are informal workers
that don’t have any pensions or state
social aids. Nearly 80% of the migrants

4% 0.12%

&

couldn’t access to the emergence fami-
ly income because they haven't been
living in Argentina for more than two
years or because the benefit was simp-
ly denied. The official number of deni-
als regarding the time of residence is
almost 200.000 (Fig. 4).

= | could not register

= | registered but it was denied

= | don't know what it is or | found out too
late
I'm weaiting for the result

= | obtained it

= | didn’t register

Source: Survey about the “Situation of the migrant/foreign population in Argentina vis a vis the advance of

CORONAVIRUS”

Fig. 4. Situation regarding the Emergence Family Financial Aid

Migrants and refugees are more
vulnerable than poor citizens because
they live in very precarious and over-
crowded places, mainly in the cities
that are more affected by COVID-19.
This vulnerability exposes them to con-
tagion.

Many migrants lack of health care
insurance, so in case of illness they
must go to public hospitals, which gen-
erally produces xenophobic reactions
(Fig. 5).

Many of them also a fear to go out
of their homes because the police may
ask them to show their documents.

Together with less incomes is the
fact that sending remittances has con-
siderably reduced.

Therefore, migrants are distressed
because of their situation in Argentina
and that of their relatives in their home-
land.

Due to the quarantine, migrants
can’t go back home. The borders are
closed so no people, no goods can
trespass them.

Migrants fear more losing their jobs
and not being able to eat than getting
infected with COVID-19 (Fig. 6).
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6.24%

20.47%

® Mone
» Social work
= Prepaid

73.29%

Source: Survey about the “Situation of the migrant/foreign population in Argentina vis a vis the advance of
CORONAVIRUS"

Fig. 4. Medical coverage situation

Main concerns

To have ic prof

To get ill of coronavirus

my family money

able to go the he

ill the migratory proce

ck to my home country -

Source: Survey about the “Situation of the migrant/foreign population in Argentina vis a vis the advance of
CORONAVIRUS"
Fig. 6. Main concerns

There has been an upsurge of Briefly, Argentine state policies for
xenophobia and racism. Citizens fear people that lack an income because of
that migrants (Chinese, ltalians, Span- the pandemic have not considered the
ish) may infect them. Nationalism has special characteristics of migration
increased. condition. In this scenery organizations

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW. SERIES 1. ECONOMICS AND LAW.
ISSN 2076-4650 2020. No. 3 (COVID-19 and mobility), June

118



TPY/JOBAA, BbIHYK/IEHHAA U O6PA30BATE/IbHAA MUT'PALJHA B IIEPHO/]

TMNAHJEMHH COVID-19 /

LABOR, FORCED, AND EDUCATIONAL MIGRATION DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

of migrants and of human rights ask
the government to change the Emer-
gence family income program and to
include all migrants, without regard to
the time of residence. The NGOs claim
that the Government should include all
the migrant population in the social
programs (specially regarding food and
housing) and demand for an easier
and quicker regularization mechanism.
They also propose to use the concept
“inhabitant” as the basis to access to
social and economic benefits. In this
way, the status of exclusion that rules
the foreign presence in the national
order could be avoided.

The only way to overcome this
world crisis, of unprecedented magni-
tude and proportions, is to avoid the
rupture of the chain of solidarity within
social frameworks. The State should
guarantee equality of access to social
protection mechanisms and to humani-
tarian aids in order to face the manda-
tory isolation. This responsibility for
non-native population that is living in
the Argentine territory is even more
indeclinable because of the fact that
international borders have been
closed, so there is not option to mi-
grate, nor to go back to the countries of
origin.
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AHHOMauyus. B ctatbe NpMBOAATCHA HEKOTOpPble AaHHble COLMONOrMYecKoro onpoca MUrpaHToB B Ap-
reHTUHe nocne Havana naHgemun COVID-19. OTmevaeTtcsi, YTO nocne BBeOEHWS OrpaHUYUTENbHbIX
Mep MONoXeHNe TPYAOBbLIX MUTPAHTOB CYLLECTBEHHO yXyALMOCh. CTECHEHHbIE YCIOBUSI NMPOXUBAHWS,
OrpaHWYeHHbIN AOCTYN K NOMy4YeHW0 MEAMLMHCKOWM NnomoLuM, notepsi paboTbl U CyLLEeCTBEHHOe CHUXe-
HWe 3apaboTka — OCHOBHble NPO6MeMbl, Ha KOTOpble ykasblBaloT MurpaHTtbl. OQHON U3 CROXHEWLWNX
npobnem ans ApreHTuHbl SIBNsieTca HedopMarnbHasi 3aHATOCTb MUrPaHTOB. YCrNoXHeHue GropokpaTu-
Yeckmx npoueayp NpuBesno K ToMy, YTO MHOTME MUrPaHTbl He MOryT BOBpeMsi 0hopMUTbL Heobxoaumble
OOKyMeHTbI. B nepvod naHaemunm Takme MuUrpaHTbl COCTaBNSAOT rpynny pucka, MNOCKOMbKY MHOrMe u3
HUX NMUWINAKUCL PaboThbl U He MOryT Gonee NNaTUTb 3a XXUIbe, HE UMEKT BO3MOXHOCTM Nonyyatb Meaun-
LIMHCKYIO MOMOLLb, HE UMEIOT CPEACTB Ha MOKYMKY eAbl, a Te, KTO NpoAomKaeT paboTaTb, NoABepratTcs
PUCKY 3apaxeHunsi. ApreHTMHCKOe NpaBMTENbCTBO NpeanpuHMMaeT onpeaeneHHble Wwarn no noaaepxke
HaceneHus B nepuop naHaemuu, B TOM Ynucne, Ans HEKOTOPbIX KaTeropuii murpaHToB. OgHako YacTb
MUIPaHTOB OKa3blBAOTCSl B MONOXEHUWN COLMANbHOM 3KCKM3UW, MOCKONbKY Ha HUX Mepbl NOAAEPXKKN
He pacnpoCTPaHAIOTCS, U OHU TakKe He MOryT BEPHYTbCA Ha POAMHY U3-3a 3aKpbITUs rpaHul. B ctatbe
Takke OTMeYaeTCs 3HauYUTeNbHOe nageHne 06BbEMOB [AEHEXHbIX MEPEBOAOB TPYAOBLIX MUIPAHTOB Ha
poaVHY.

Knroyeenle cnoea: naHgemus COVID-19, ApreHTuHa, 3KOHOMUYEeCKOe HepaBeHCTBO, MexayHapoaHas
TpyooBas MUrpauusi, NoroXeHue MUrpaHToB, HecbopmarbHas 3aHATOCTb, U3MEHEHME 3aHSITOCTM B Ne-
puoa n3onaunmK, rocyaapcTBeHHbIE Mepbl NOAAEPXKKN, CoLmanbHas KCKIO3US.
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