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On three issues in the revision of the limitation of liability for maritime claims in China Maritime Code
HE Lixin WANG Pei—ui
( School of Law Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 China)

Abstract: During the revision of the China Maritime Code ( CMC)  the subjects of rights the limits of liability and the scope
of their application are three controversial issues in the chapter of Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims ( LLMC)  which
contribute to the achievement of its purposes and functions. As a legal scheme to spread perils of the sea the shipping par—
ties ( including voyage charterers) who are exposed to maritime perils should be included in the scope of right subjects of
LLMC so as to ensure that LLMC can play its role as a “safety valve”. At the same time due to inflation the limits of lia—
bility should be gradually increased to re-coordinate the balance of interests between shipping parties and cargo parties which
together form a community of common destiny. The scope of application of the CMC is to be extended to inland navigation
and it is in this context that the LLMC should also be applicable to inland navigation shipping parties. However there should
be a dual-track system for limits of liability implemented for carriage of goods by domestic waterway and international carriage
of goods by sea respectively.
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