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On the Change of Norms Judicial Practice and Revelation
of the “Offenses of Usury” in Taiwan

Wu Xuli

Abstract: There are many disputes as to how to regulate the folk usurious loan in the mainland while the crackdown on
usury is regulated by Article 344 of the Criminal Code in Taiwan. In recent years this article has been modified twice and
the number of the offenders is sharply reduced after the modification. The legal interest of the “offenses of usury” protection
lies in the realization of freedom of contract autonomy of private law and maintenance of the fair and reasonable social and
economic order. In fact the review and dispute on the constituents of the offenses of usury in Taiwan provide a reference for
the mainland to publish usury and other profiteering. Therefore the mainland can draw lessons from their identification of u—
sury and standards of the victims” vulnerable status and add criminal penalties for profiteering loans and other profiteering
acts so as to give judicial protection to the vulnerable groups in predicament. On the other hand severe punishments should
be inflicted for profiteering lending and other profiteering acts and the violent collection of debt should be regulated as an
aggravating penalty.

Key Words: non-governmental lending ‘offenses of usury” in Taiwan regulate the offense of usury in the Criminal Code
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