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Retrospect and Prospect of China’ s Tax Debt Relationship
Theory

Yu Pengfeng

Abstract: During the 40 years of reform and opening up, Chinese tax law has
experienced considerable theoretical progress and rich practical development. Among
them, the theory of tax debt relationship is the representative result of tax law
research. Reviewing the translation and introduction of the theory of tax debt
relationship (1978—1989) , establishing (1990—2001) , unfolding (2002—2008) ,
and integrating (2009—2018) , the research has formed many consensuses, and there
are also some disputes. The consensus and disputes reveal Chinese characteristics.
The theory of tax debt relationship has a strong path dependence in the formation, a
specific non-equilibrium in the structure, a theoretical premise in presentation, and
limited in scope to the general theory of tax law. The development of the theory of
tax debt relationship in the new era should cherish the existing consensus and
identify the existing differences, stick to the logic of debt from public law to tax
debt, deepen its ontology, ontology, operation, development theory, and expand
the scope of theoretical coverage of tax debt relations.

Keywords: Forty Years of Reform and Opening-Up; Tax Debt Relationship
Theory; Chinese Characteristics; Tax Law System
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