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Introduction: Environmental Inspection as Innovation of Environmental Governance:
From Qualitative Research to Quantitative Research
.......................................................................................... Jiannan Wu
Environmental Inspection and the Organizational Adaptation and Expansion of Local
Environmental Bureau: Evidence from S County H Province
............................................................... Yuyi Zhuang Rong Hu &Yu You
Abstract Over the past several years Chinas central government has conducted environmental
inspection nationwide. But few studies have investigated how environmental inspection
operates at the grassroots level and how local governments respond to environmental
inspection. Taking S County in H Province as a case this paper illustrates how local
governments respond to top — down pressure. This study found that S county government
made three strategic organizational adaptations. First S county set up leading groups at
the county — level and distributed responsibility among officials and departments by
grids. Second as the responsible unit the local Environmental Protection Bureau
playedthe role of coordinator and was thus able to integrate more horizontal inter —
departmental resources to implement environmental protection policies. Third the local
Environmental Protection Bureau adopted a temporary measure to deploy special units to
respond to the environmental inspection. By taking these organizational adaptations the local
Environmental Protection Bureau received more support from government and
environmental protection was given higher priority among various government agendas.
Some of these temporary “campaign — style” measures also became normalized and
institutionalized benefiting environmental protection work in the long run. The latest
central administrative reform a new Ministry of Ecological Environment  will help make
these adaptations more institutionalized.
Key Words Environmental Inspection; Organizational Adaptation; Bureaucracy;

Intergovernmental Relations
Does Central Environmental Protection Inspection Improve Air Quality? —An Empirical
Study of Differences — in — Differences Model

........................................................................ Zhangli Liu & Jiannan Wu
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