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REHE KXE

For Small and Effective Government: Review and Analysis

of the Regulatory Reforms in Japan
ZHANG Min' LIN Zhigang’
(‘1. School of Public Affairs, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian,361005 , China;
2. Ministry of Commerce, Credit Research Institute, Beijing, 100731, China)

Abstract: The state — led growth model had promoted economic development of Japan, which quickly be-
came a great nation of regulatory after World War Il and created " The East Asian miracle". Driven by
global economic integration, Japanese government initiated a series of regulatory reforms to deal with the
relationship between government and market, to complete the transition from a state — led growth model to
a market — driven growth model. The regulatory reform in Japan had experienced the stages of simplify ad—
ministrative examination and approval, loosen regulation and regulatory reform. By setting up special dis—
trict, Japan initiated its regulatory reform to market — oriented mode, implemented national — participated
reform activities. The regulatory reforms in Japan were prompted effectively. However, there were still
limitations, such as the restriction of multiple bureaucracy in the decision — making system, the rent —

seeking interests in the institutions and regulatory impact assessment became a mere formality. By system—
atically analyzing the evolution of Japanese regulatory reforms, it provides valuable inspiration for China to
promote the modernization of the national governance system and governance capacity. The references line
in the aspects of reform mechanisms design, pertained governance legal systems construction, participa—
tion mechanisms improvement, and social regulation emphasis.

Key Words: Japan, regulatory reform, government and market, national governance system, competition

in market
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