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A Probe into the Concepts and Historical Facts of
the History of Finance and Taxation in Traditional China

CHEN Ming—guang' HE Shi-ding® MAO Lei'
(1. Department of History Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian;

2. School of Business Administration Jimei University Xiamen 361021 Fujian)

Abstract: Research into the history of finance and taxation in traditional China with its interdisciplinary nature em—
ploys contemporary financial and tax theories or concepts to explain the historical facts of finance and taxation in traditional
China. From the contemporary perspective we always see non—standard statements in historical books. Borrowing modern
theories and concepts to define its finance and tax meanings in historical books we need to carefully balance the past and
the present to ensure that the conclusion conforms to not only contemporary theories but also historical facts. In this arti—
cle we choose tianfu ( farm taxes) in historical books as a case in point to discuss its connotation and denotation with con—
temporary vocabulary: agricultural taxes.
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