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ON THE UNDERLYING INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE SPATIAL PLANNING
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ABSTRACT: The spatial planning is not an
extension of any traditional planning. Instead, it
needs to design a new underlying infrastructure
that is task-oriented. The spatial planning system
should start from the authority granted by the state
to the administrative departments of land and natural
resources. The whole planning system, including the
establishment, management, supervision, and public
participation, is subject to a simple “meta-rule” — to
maintain and increase the value of natural resources.
Under this rule, the basis of planning work is to
define legally the following three elements in turn:
(1) what are the specific contents and scope of
“natural resources”? (2) what is the relationship
between “the ownership by all the people” and the
others? (3) what are the rights and obligations of
natural resource “owners”? Therefore, the spatial
planning system should design new institutional and
policy tools to define the rights and obligations of
the central and local governments.

KEYWORDS: spatial planning; natural resources;
transformation of planning
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