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Strengthening the Subjective Status of Colleges and Universities:
The Value Shift of the University Admissions Reform

Zheng Ruoling & Pang Ying

Abstract: The educational and social attributes of university admissions determine the close links between the
change of university admissions and the development of higher education plus the construction of the country. Varied
political backgrounds, cultural identity, economic models, and educational foundations can bring about different patterns
of university admissions. The seven decades after the founding of the PRC witnessed the change of the criteria of university

admissions from "political standards" to "scores first, "

and to "multiple indicators." This reflects an emphasis on the
internal relations of education and the expectations for the subjective status of university admissions. To explore the
appropriate ways to relatively separate university admissions from the national university entrance examinations, we need
to strengthen the subjective status of university admissions based on China’s national conditions. The reform of China’s
university admissions is supposed to focus on clarifying the position of university admissions, respecting the laws of
education, and giving full play to the functions of universities. To strengthen the status of universities in university
admissions, we are supposed to start with the optimization of the mechanism for university admissions, follow the
principle of enhancing the compatibility between universities and the students enrolled, and aim at promoting the
connotative development of higher education.
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