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Academic Dominance or Market Approach: The Dilemma and

Oscillation in Constructing the Application-oriented University
LIU Zhen-tian
(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract; Application-oriented universities have become the main component of China
higher education system. Nonetheless, they are influenced and driven by both academic ori-
entation and market demands, which causes constructing the application-oriented universities
often caught in the dilemma and oscillation. And issues like deviating from schoolrunning
objectives, pursuing utilitarianism in implementing policies and staying on the surface in ex-
ploration have emerged. To achieve their sustainable and healthy development, it is necessa-
ry to re-discover the nature of application-oriented higher education, redefine academic activ-
ities, formulate fair and just education policies, and strengthen the determination following
the market rule and social demands.
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