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Abstract: South China Sea ( SCS) is the key section of the seas surrounding Chi—
na. It not only served as the hub of the East Ocean and West Ocean navigation in the
historical maritime silk road it was also the important regional component of “China —
Four Directions — Four Seas” system of the land and sea order of the early Chinese civi—
lization. SCS coastal regions included the transnational maritime cultural regions that
stretched from the coasts of Lingnan and Hainan Island to the coasts of Southeast Asia.
In prehistorical time there were maritime settlements and these became the unique re—
gional system of maritime culture. The patterns of settlements over time also show mari—
time cultural interaction of the early inhabitants. All these laid the foundation of the his—
torical navigation and maritime silk road in SCS.
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