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“Building a Human Community with Shared Future”:
Perspectives on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence Initiated by
China and Burma

FAN Hong-wei

Abstract: By now the “Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence” proposed by China Burma and India
in 1954 has become the basic norm of international relations. Both the Five Principles and the idea of “Human
Community with Shared Future” were initiated by China during turning periods of human development in
accordance with the historical changes of the times. In proposing the Five Principles China and Burma
emphasized their Asian identities with concrete geographical and regional bases which not only helped them

gain support from pivot countries but also diplomatic initiatives and efficacy.

Key words “Human Community with Shared Future”; the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence;

Sino-Burmese Relations
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