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Out of the Misunderstanding of the “Tang-Song Transition” Yang Jiping

The “noble families” in the period from Wei-Jin to Sui-Tang are not aristocrats. There did exist two stages of
aristocracy and autocratic monarchy in ancient China, yet the transformation did not occur in the Tang-Song
period, but around the First Emperor of Qin’s unification of China. The laws and decrees of Tang explicitly
acknowledge the private ownership of land cultivated by common people. A large number of tenancy contracts
discovered in Dunhuang and Turpan show clearly that before the two-tax system putting into force, the land
tenancy system had been the predominant mode of agricultural production except land-owning farming. This
proves that the agricultural laborers in the Sui-Tang period owned free legal status. The basic conclusion and
main idea of Naito Konan and some other scholars on the history of Sui, Tang and Five Dynasties just distort the

facts to fit the pattern of medieval Europe.

Rooting in Native Land: The Rising of Subjectivity of Contemporary Chinese Historiography Guo Zhendan

Realization of subjectivity marks the maturity of historiography of one state, which means independent
cognitive and expression system on history of one’s own nation and the world. Relying on China’s waking
perspective of history, contemporary Chinese historiography makes fruitful subjective practices. The Western
Sinology provides demonstration for domestic historians on breaking the constraint of Eurocentrism from the
aspects of theory and practice, and shows the possibility of reconstructing Chinese historical narratives, as well
as the plasticity of Chinese history itself after breaking Eurocentrism. Yet the legitimacy of historical subjectivity
cannot be equal to the legitimacy that colluding with cultural essentialism. Under the leadership of historical
subjectivity, the narratives of Chinese history can certainly return its own pathway, and a new era for Chinese
historiography is about to open. It will inspire the potencies hidden in Chinese history, and exploit a new path

for Chinese historiography.

Political Implication of Meta-identity and Construction of Community:
The Evolutionary logic of Societal Community in Modern China Yuan Nianxing
From the perspective of meta-identity, this article analyzes the process logic of deconstruction and
reconstruction of societal community in modern China. As a symbolic space starting from individual self-

9

cognition, meta-identity contains forms of recognition such as “love,” “law,” and “solidarity” among subjects.
The system of senses formed by this system lays a solid foundation for different dimensions Inner connection.
The historical experience of modern China reveals that by strengthening the community construction through
identity, modern countries must positively shape the meta-identity of individuals and their meanings, and thus
construct the community structure of meta-identities. On the one hand, the construction of a community needs
historical continuity based on social emotion and moral norms, on the other hand, it relies on the state’s
construction in the political process. This is a two-way exchange of meaning. Only when the national
community, the legal community and the political community have created a shared structure of meaning can a

unified social community be realized.



