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Normative Judgement, Normative Motivation and the Case of VM Patient
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Abstract: Internalism believes that if a person genuinely puts forward the first person's normative judgment,
then it must be able to stimulate his motivation of behave- By the case of VM patient, externalism shows that
patients with damaged ventromedial frontal cortices can make normative judgments without any motivation, so
internalism is false- However, externalism can’t guarantee that VM patients do indeed make sincere normative
judgments in the experiment and it is also a misunderstanding to consider SCR as the measure of motivations:
Therefore, the case of VM patients cannot refute internalism genuinely- More importantly, because the purport
of normative theoretical research has the characteristics of ideality and transcendence, scientific experiments can
only help people to understand the physiological basis of normative judgment and normative behavior, but cannot
be used to refute directly-
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