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Abstract.: The Interstate system is an unprecedented project in American transportation history. There is no
doubt about its importance and great influence. However new racial issues have come in the wake of the con-
struction of the Interstate. Thousands of homes and communities were destroyed in the path of the new highways
especially the African American neighborhoods which has exacerbated racial tension. Interstate — 40 through
North Nashville Tennessee is a typical case. The route planning and the failure of the black community’s resist—
ance have profoundly reflected the deliberate destruction and the disregard of the black rights in the planning
process reflecting the inequity in the construction process. Moreover the highway has facilitated the dispersal of
white people and their employment opportunities which intensified employment and housing segregation and cre—
ated serious transportation inequity eventually aggravated racial segregation.
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