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Free Companies in France during the Hundred Years’ War

XU Er-bin YANG Hui-ying
( History Department Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: A large number of free companies composed of mercenary soldiers who had lost their jobs during the inter—
missions of the Hundred Years’ War ravaged throughout the territory of France. Besides robbery and ransom from their hos—
tages the most important source of income for free companies was the extortion of protection money. There was a sense of
democracy within free companies. Usually the captain of a free company was elected by its member. Most captains came
from families of gentry or lesser nobility. Free companies tended to join hands with each other and become a formidable mil—
itary force that could not only conquer fortresses and towns but also defeat the royal army in battles. France did not rid itself
of the troubles created by the free companies until Charles VII set up a standing army to replace the mercenary soldiers in
the last stage of the Hundred Years’ War.
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