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The Geographical Distribution of the Shangsheng( ) Words with Voiced
Initials in Min Dialect

Xu Binbin
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature,

Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian Province 361005)

Abstract: According to the existing survey data and literature materials, most of the
ancient voiced Initials are read in unvoiced. The Min dialect area is the representative area
which shows the trend of devocalization. Most of the voiced initials are aspirated while a
handful of voiced initials unaspirated, regardless of the even tone or the oblique tones.
Therefore, to judge the strata of phonology, sooner or later, to some extent, a certain
distinction can be made accordingly. The pattern of the shangsheng ( ) words with
Voiced initials is a distinctive feature in some fast developing dialects. Some of the slower
developed dialects also retain the yangshang( ) tone. Among them, although the main
area of Minnan dialect is to follow the pattern of “turnning the shangsheng( ) words
with Voiced Initials into qusheng ( )”, it presents the following types: the initials
show system differentiation, partial differentiation, tone presentation system integration,
part of the integration type. The voiced initials are aspirated or unaspirated are directly
related to the strata in Min dialect.

Key words: Min dialect; Voiced Initials; Shangsheng;distribution;evolution
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