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o ( story pref—

ace) o
“Say did you see any-
thing in the paper or hear anything on the local radio. ”
“Did you see anything ... " ‘I heard the
most terrible /wonderful thing yesterday. ” '*  “The

most incredible thing happened to me today. ” "

S S A

“ : » 20
o once upon a time

“you know what the hell. My father — . hhh My father

we were in Manners Big Boy. ” ' “The baby cried.

The mommy picked it up. ” *

( 1) 19
01 Teller: The most wonderful/terrible thing
02 happened to me today.
03 Recipient: —  What happened.
04 Teller ( ( Produces Story) )
05 Recipient: ( ( Responds to Story) )

(1) “What happened. ”
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01
02
03
04

—

You wanna hear muh — er my sister

told me a story last night.

I don’ t wanna hear it.

But if you must

“But if you must”
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A Conversational Analysis of Storytelling in Daily Interaction

PENG Xin' ZHANG Wei’
(1. College of Foreign Languages and Cultures Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 China;
2. Research Centre for Aging Language and Care Tongji University Shanghai 200092 China)

Abstract: Storytelling is very common in everyday conversation. Its beginning is often recognizable to its recipient
and its trajectory is open in nature as the final shape of the story is a joint achievement of teller and recipient and
what details go into a story is contingent upon the particulars in the given interactional moment for which the story is
told. It is found that storytelling often occurs in four sequential or turn positions: (1) Storytelling may occur in an
answer to question as an account for a less preferred response. (2) Storytelling may be touched off by a prior tell-
ing. Through a similar or contrasting follow—up story the speaker may indicate alignment towards the prior telling.

(3) Stories may follow a speaker’s own assessment or assertion as instantiation of abstract views and opinions. (4)

Storytelling is also found in turns that reject or resist a prior turn which displays challenge or misunderstanding of
the storyteller’s earlier turns. Storytelling is a practice used by conversational participants as concrete examples in
support of a range of actions in interaction.

Key words: storytelling; daily interaction; social action; sequential position; conversation analysis
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