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The Deep Structure of Japan’s Postwar Self—consciousness: Japan’ s Views of
‘Defeat in WWII', ‘the Second Defeat” and ‘the Perpetual Defeat”
Dai Yujin and Wu Guanghui

In his “On Japan after Its Defeat in WWII” published in 1997, Norihiro Kato shed light on the
“twisted structure” of Japanese society, revealing the continuation of the postwar discourse. In the
“Second Defeat” published in 1998, Jun Eto pointed out that Japan was undergoing a second defeat
under the dominance of U.S., arguing that how to “break away from U.S.and achieve the
independence” become a crucial issue of Japan’ s postwar self—reflection and self - criticism. In
2013, Hitoshi Shirai proposed his “Perpetual Defeat” view, exploring the “Japanese Defeat” from
the perspective of national identity and cultural psychology and highlighting its logical paradox and
pathological structure. In 2015, with the rise of China, Ko Ogata proposed again the view of “the
Second Defeat” , focusing on how Japan should deal with China. Behind the view of “Japan’ s
Defeat in WWII', “the second defeat” and “the perpetual defeat” lies a latent “self-others”
binary opposites, highlighting the discourse structure that in the postwar era “Japan can’t be
defeated again” and the self — consciousness of strengthening national subjectivity. The discourse
shows that there always exists a geopolitical paradoxical thinking structure in Japan’ s understanding
of its relations with China and other countries, which is expected to exert a fundamental influence

on Sino—Japanese relations in the 21st century.
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