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Divergence and Convergence between Pragmatism and Rationalism:
The Evolution of the Ideas of Journalism and Communicaiton Education in Taiwan

YIN Qi

( School of Journalism and Communication Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: Idea is the concentrated reflection of the system and practice at the ideological level and the observation of
ideas is an important dimension to understand the journalism and communication education in Taiwan. Considering the ap—
plied attribute of the journalism and communication discipline and its close relationship with publicity as well as the spe—
cial historical development path and political and economic structure in Taiwan the evolution path of the ideas of journalism
and communication education in Taiwan is unique: since the beginning of journalism and communication education the i-
dea of pragmatism has been in dominance thanks to the support of government policies and market mechanisms. With the e—
mergence of social forces and the independent consciousness of the journalism and communication discipline which benefit—
ted from the democratic transition in Taiwan the idea of rationalism has been developing in the criticism and reflection on
the idea of pragmatism. In recent years journalism and communication education in Taiwan has been exploring the bal—
ances among rational thinking humanistic literacy and professional knowledge and between general education and occupa—
tional training. As a result the idea of pragmatism and the idea of rationalism have shifted from divergence to convergence
and journalism and communication education has exhibited an eclectic and convergent orientation.
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