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Future of Position Marks in China: Talking from the Case "'Red Sole™
DONG Huijuan, WU Jiaxin

(Intellectual Property Research Institute of Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005)

Abstract: As a new type of trademark, the position mark is unique in its limited position. It is a
controversial issue whether the position trademark conforms to the constituent elements of the trademark.
It is not sure whether the position trademark has registrability, neither. In the application for registration of
position trademarks, the trademark administrative and judicial organs may identify the mark of the position
mark incorrectly, due to the different understanding or misunderstanding of the feature or constitution of the
mark itself. The judicial case on the mark "Red Sole" of Christian Louboutin reflects those problems clearly.
As a single-color position trademark, the trademark "Red Sole" will face challenges such as practical
functionality and aesthetic functionality, in the future review in China.

Key words: position mark; single color; functionality
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Analysis of Awarded Patents in the China Patent Awards

WANG Xianghong
(Intellectual Property Knowledge Mining and Service Lab, Intellectual Property Publishing House Co., Ltd., Beijing 100081)

Abstract: This paper briefly reviews the development of the China Patent Awards and the changes
in the awards. The analysis of the patents awarded for the China Patent Award includes: the number
distribution of each session, the geographical composition, the type of patentee, the ranking of patent
holders, the validity of patents, and the operation of patents. The selection of the China Patent Award
witnessed the fruitful results of China's reform and opening up from the perspective of intellectual property
rights.

Key words: China Patent Award; award-winning patent; analysis
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