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Protection of Live Broadcasts of Sports Events under Copyright Law
YOU Kaijie
(Intellectual Property Research Inst. of Xiamen Univ., Xiamen 361005, China)
Abstract; Analysis of the recent infringement cases involving live broadcasts of sports events showed that different courts
had made different judgments on such cases. Firstly, different judges had different opinions about the law qualitative of
live broadcasts of sports events in copyright law. Secondly, the protection of live broadcasts of sports events encountered
dilemma in law-application under copyright law. Due to the external coordination of copyright law with other laws and the
internal coordination under the “copyright-neighboring right” dichotomy system, as well as the legal reasoning principle
“similar cases should receive similar judgment”, there was a more reasonable way to protect live broadcasts of sports e-
vents by explaining and improving the rights of broadcast organizers under the framework of Copyright Law in China.
Key words: sports law; copyright law; live broadcast of sports event; law of the P.R.C. Against Unfair Competition;

copyright-neighboring right; right of broadcast organizer
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