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19884, RZERIMAET., AEHERIMEZE When our family moved to Xiamen in 1988, we never
3, mEMTKENMEZ L, RIINEEFELHZY dream.ed China would change 5(.) quickly, and ﬂ,lat our
T, ESESTIRKSTESER, hEEREE own lives would change with it. And even with the
_ . . _ economy’s recent slowdown to the “new normal” needed
W&, SAMES, PERSERAEMZ. ENE
" et ) S s e for long-term sustainability, the scope and quality of
W, TAPMAREGETHARAONE, LREET China’s changes have continued to improve. This has
#RLE, EZJLHEFRAMEE, created more opportunities than ever for both Chinese
20124, RME (EEIT—URPERLS5IH and foreigners—and moved me to delay retirement for a
EEYBMEE) BENAFHIREHE, R5ixA$  fewmoreyears maybe decades.
B hTiRMe: RER ¢ N3k,
=AY ﬁ JE m %{ HEHITH T; £ E;]ﬁEE* - ﬂf s T[% In 2012, the year of the 18th National Congress, I published
MEXESERRAFT. JEFRBLLRBREE my book “Old Xiamen— Birthplace of Modern Chinese
KERR, HEELE M, EMRELSTRIEN Business and Business Education” with Xiamen University
EED 20014/ —)T\H%EJ:, fﬁl%ﬁ b ”{fj'( ERNEE Press. I wrote this book to show that, if you understand
i1, GHE-%Y. GEUNZESEMN (FRELLEH Chinese history and culture, the country’s amazing
THRMES)  CEGNESHY, progress is not really that surprising. Fortunately for me,
2012F, REH—IEERRNBIZEADKEBEN
= sk 4 e :
«i 4 E%ﬂjﬁi» 7’:’“"*5 f%;éq:*ﬁﬁklj] MLRR. B Fuzhou in 2001, he said, “You wrote about Xiamen, your
ANZANHEZAE, BABKINFERET S EEKXMEE 2nd home. You should write about Quanzhou (start of the
&, BT EANRITEAERANGPESTSE, WEM ancient maritime silk road), your 3rd home.”

when Xi Jinping was Fujian governor, he encouraged me

to learn more about China’s history. During a dinner in
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In 2012, I also helped an award-winning film team come
to Fujian for a National Geographic documentary on
Koxinga (Zheng Chenggong). Until I intervened, they’'d
planned to film only in Japan and Taiwan region, where he was
born and died, though he lived most of his life in the
mainland. It reminded me that Chinese have learned
much about the world but the world still needs to learn

more about China.

In 2013, I helped Xiamen host the International Livcom
Awards, the “Oscar of Livable Communities”. After
helping Xiamen win Livcom’s gold medal in 2002, I
helped 13 Chinese cities win 16 golds, and in 2009 I agreed
to be the Livcom volunteer Operations Director, but in
2013, I resigned from Livcom to focus my time on teaching

and writing—and it was perfect timing.

In 2013, I was very honored when Xiamen government
asked me to write a book about Haicang District, which
I entitled, “7 Reasons I Love Haicang” . Researching that
book reminded me of how much I myself still had to learn

about Fujian, much less China.

That same year, I became a consultant for an Old
Gulangyu Photographic Museum to help bolster
Gulangyu’s application for UNESCO World Heritage
Site. (I became a consultant for Gulangyu in 2010 and

Gulangyu received the honor in July of 2017.)

Because many Chinese, especially youth, also don’t fully
appreciate the country’s rich heritage or amazing changes,
in 2013, I also began co-writing and co-hosting TV programs
about China’s history, culture, travel, food, etc. As I co-
hosted and co-wrote 362 episodes in Chinese, I learned more

of the language than I had in the past 25 years.

The biggest event of 2013, of course, was our youngest son
Matt’s marriage in the U.S. to Jessica (and I was promoted
to grandpa in 2015). We're still anxiously awaiting a Sino-
American joint venture grandchild from Shannon and his

Xiamenese wife Miki.

In 2014, at SAFEA’s 60th anniversary, I received a very
moving honor in Beijnig: China’s top 10 foreign educators.
But when I learned of the amazing achievements of the
other nine recipients, I realized I'd not really done that

much—but new opportunities were right on my doorstep.

In 2015, I was honored by XMU’s School of Management
for my teaching and also became Academic Director

of our OneMBA program. Listed by Financial Times as
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one of the planet’s Top 30 Executive MBAs, OneMBA is a
unique consortium of 5 universities in 5 countries. Our
100 students from over 30 countries attend classes and
residencies in 7 countries (China, India, Brazil, Mexico,
the Netherlands, Poland and the U.S. ) , It has been
challenging, but SMXMU has gone from the smallest class
in 2014 to the largest in 2017!

As a management professor, I know that Xiamen needs
strategic marketing, so in 2016, when I learned Xiamen
Airlines was flying direct to the U.S,, I gave them their new
slogan, “New Horizons with Xiamen Airlines”. And in
2017, Xiamen adopted my tourism slogan, “Enjoy Amoy!”
(Amoy was the foreigners” and Overseas Chinese’ name

for Xiamen since the 17th century. )

My most exciting project is my new book “Letters from
China”. Since 1988, I've written letters, “Off the Wall,”
to help friends and family understand life in China.
Though I did not save copies of the letters, my friends
saved hundreds—they even saved the envelopes—and in
December, 2018, Beijing’s Foreign Languages Press will
publish the book in Chinese and English versions. I hope
the book will help both foreigners and Chinese appreciate

China’s tremendous changes over these 3 brief decades.

In “Letters from China,” I also share the stories of
amazing people such as the farm girl who became a
professor’s maid and today is a multimillionaire who has
started international schools, a biotech company and 1,000
schools for poor children. Her story, and many others like
hers, are proof that China has always owed its success not
just to top-down policies from farsighted leaders but also
to bottom-up initiatives from an indomitable populace
that through the millennia have “planted trees that future

generations may enjoy the shade.”

In 1919, Mary Ninde Gamewell wrote, “China is not like
ancient Egypt, whose greatness has departed though
she still lives on. China is a vital force whose largest
possibilities of development lie before and not behind
her. A new fresh life is beginning to course through the

nation’s veins... ”

Gamewell’s prophetic words are as pertinent today as

they were a century ago!

I've been blessed to witness firsthand 30 of China’s 40 years
of reform and opening up and I hope to see the next 30 years
as well—and that XMU doesn’t retire me until I'm 100! i
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