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STATUS OF THE FISHERY

The only comprehens;ve assessment of fish stocks in Lake
VlLfOFla was undertaken during the period 1968/71 by the
UNDP/FAO/EAFFRO. This. work established for the first time an
order of'magqitude,fcr the standing stocks of fish at 248,029
metric tons; in the Uganda portion of the lake, of which 205,592
tons (83%) comprised Haplochromis (NKEJJE). The othsr dominant

' species (in order of dominance) included the tilapiines (NGEGE),

Bagrus docmac (SEMUTUNDU ) , Clarias mossambicus. (MUDFISH),
Synodontis victoriae (NKOLONGO) and Protopterus agthiopicus

(MAMEA ) Lates niloticus "(NILE FPERCH) then comprised less than

o.1% of the standing stock (Kudhongania and Cordone, 1974).
Rastrineobola argentea (MUKENE), a pelagic shoaling species, was
also rare. About BOX of this standing stock was concentrated in

: shorellne waters of 0-49 metres deep, mostly wilthin the. artisanal

fishery. zone. The vast open-and deaper waters had only. about 20/
of thF standlng stock.' S *

Since thb 19468/71 ‘stock assess menL wor/ on the lake,
fporadlc ewperlmental trawl fishing in limlted areas of the
Uganda pDFtiDn of Lake Vlctorga and.. anaJySJs ‘of landed cbmmercial
catch records from these areas indicate that the compsotion (by
weight) of Lates niloticus in the trawl and commercial catches
(in brackets) in the northern portion of the lake (mainly within
0-49 metres depth zoné&) rose from 0.%2% (0.4XZ) in 1981 to 16,17%
(62, 7%) Iin 1983 to 25.863%Z (13.0%X) in 1985, The corresponding
figures for. haplochromines were 91.4% (96.38%) in 1981, 7&4.22X%
(1.35%) in. 1983 and 1.15% (NIL) in 1985 (Table 1). The
COOtFlbUtJQn of Rastrineobola argentea in the commercial landings
were Q. 47%" in 1981, 9.07% In 1983 and 72.07% in 1985 (Table 1).
During 1989 the cgtch composltion in the commercial catches,
landed at Masese in Jinja comprised predomlnantly (percentago by

welight In brackets) of Lates nrloticus (53.37), Rastrinecbola

argentaa (30 08) and - rllapllne speczes (16. Oé) (Table 1).

The catch_ratss lh the trawl (1.9. experlmental).catches
declined from 797 kg/hr in 1968/71 to about 575 kg/hr in 1981 and
166 kg/hr in 1985 while the landed commercial catches from the

‘same area dec]ined from about 18,000 kg/day in 1981 to aboul

1,000 kgsday in 1983, rising later to about 14,000 kg/day (Table
z). ‘
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The trawl data and landed commercial catch statistics (Table 1

and 2) from the northern portion of Lake Victltoria indicate, among

other things, that the composition of the fish stocks during the




o —— e .

%
2
experimental “trawling in 1981/85 was not qualitatively different
from commercial catch composition. Furthermore the trends in the
data may reflect more or less what is prevailing in the fishery.
Lake Victoria was originally a multi-species fishery. Of
late, the fish stocks in many parts of the lake are tending to be
dominated by the two of the introduced species (L. niloticus and
0. eduardianus) and one indigenous cyprinid (R. argentea). Most
of the traditional fish species, including the once ubiquitous
and preponderant haplochromines, have either declined or almost
disappeared from the lake.  The standing stocks and, therefore,
the estimates of sulitanable yields of the most important fish
species "have unguestionably changed since the survey of
1948/71. o : '
FISH PRODUCTION f
During 1988 fish production from Lake Victoria was estimated
at 107,092 metric tons of which 92,032 tons comprised Lates
niloticus, and the tilapiines contributed 11,570 tons
(Orach-Meza, 1988); the fish production from Lake Victoria was
estimated at about 30,000 tons in 1970s. In Masese Fish Landing,
the landed catch was estimated at 3,675 tons in 1988, This thus |
gives daily landings of 293 tons‘for'the Uganda portion of the ;
lake and about 10 tons for Masese (Table 3). The current k
production levels are completely absorbed by the existing local \
market demand. This calls for caution when planning for export ;
markets. The development of export markets should proceed in '
graded steps to ensure that local demand is not jeopordized. t
Table 3: Estimated fish production (metric tons) for 1988 ’
LAKE VICTORIA MASESE FISH }
' LANDING
‘a) ANNUAL
All species ' : ' 107,092 3,675
Lates niloticus S : 22,032 1,618 ’
Tilapiine species _ 11,570 1,036 P
Rastrineobola argentea 2,310 P93 !
Others - . ' ' 280 28
b) DAILY _ {
. I
All species - S 293 10
Lates niloticus ' ‘ 250 4.9
Tilapiine species 32 2.8
Rastrineobola argentea ' : v 7 2.7
: Others ' - 4 0.1
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whatever source (e g. Iindustries, fish p/oc9551ng plants, etc)
must be aquuately treated before being released into the lake,
as a Government aquatlc env1ronmenta1 po]lcy.; Prevent;on ils
better than cure. . : ‘ :
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Tabis Z. C=tch rates of fish in the rmorthern portion of Laks Ciil
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Takle 4. Estimated daily landings of fish at Masese, Jinija.
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Lilweere Ha = Haplochromirnes; Ra = Rastrinecobols argentes; Ti = Tilapiirne :pecies;

& Lm = Lates miloticus.



