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This vo]dme consists of papers delfvéred'ts the eighth‘énndal‘
meeting of the North Eastern Lihgufstic‘saci;ty, held at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts/Amherst on October 28-30, 1977.

The more points on the graph, the easier it is to draw a smbofh
curve. The more people there are helping, the easier it is to have
a smooth-running conference. With this in mind, the list of thank-
you's will of necessity be long. Thanks go to the abstracts committee:
Janet Dean Fodor(Univ. of Connecticut), James Paul Gee(Hampshire
College), Helen Goodluck(U MASS), John McCarthy(MIT), Debbie Nanni
(U MASS), Alan Prince(U MASS), Hoskuldur Thrainsson(Harvard), and
Edwin Williams(U MASS). Ken Ross acted as director for the conference,
and Ed Matthei as assistant. Among others, those who helped were
Martha Danley, Mike Flynn, Barbara Hall Partee, Rick Saenz, and
Deirdre Wheeler. Lynn Ballard and Judy Jordan offered invaluable
secretarial help. Finally, special thanks go to Jay Keyser and
Emmon Bach, heads of the department, and Jeremiah Allen, Dean of
the School of Humanities and Fine Arts. Their aid and encourage-
ment was crucial to the success of the conference.

The following papers, though presented at the conference,
were not submitted for publication:

Robert Freidin, "Conditions on Rules vs. Conditions on Structure:
the Case of the Strict Cycle."

Beatrice L. Hall, R.M.R. Hall, and Edward Bol Gordon Ayom, "The

Features [ATR] and [CP] as Independent Variables in Western
Nilotic."
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