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It is a young people’s summary of a longer report, called Stop, look, listen.
Both reports will go to the United Nations to tell them about children’s
rights in Wales.

Wales has lots to be proud of! The Welsh Assembly Government sees
children as citizens with rights and opinions to be taken account of now!

The Welsh Assembly Government has made lots of good plans to improve the
lives of children and young people but more needs to be done to make these plans
happen. There are still some groups of children and young people whose rights are not
being protected or respected.

Are your rights being respected?
Read on and find out.

Keith Towler
Chair of UNCRC Monitoring Group and
Director of Save the Children Wales Programme
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Chapter 1
Introduction

What's this all about?

Rights!
All human beings have rights and that includes children and young people!

Rights are things you are entitled to.
For example you have the right to life and the right to an education. You also have the right to take part in
decisions that affect you.

The United Nations is a group that all the governments of the world have joined. It's goal is to help the
countries of the world work together.

The United Nations has written a list of children’s rights and this is called the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child or the UNCRC for short. All except two countries of the world (USA and Somalia)
have promised that children and young people will get these rights.

Every five years the governments of the world have to tell the United Nations how well they are respecting
children’s rights in their country. 18 experts inspect what the government is doing. The last time the experts
inspected what the UK Government was doing was in 2002 and the next time will be 2008.

The experts get one report from the UK government (with separate bits on Wales, England, Scotland and Northern
Ireland). They also get a report from organisations not in the government (called the NGO report) and from young
people led organisations (like Funky Dragon, the Children and Young People’s Assembly for Wales). Reports can
also go from the independent people (the Children's Commissioners) in each country who check to make sure
children and young people get their rights.

When the United Nations experts have read all these reports and listened to people, they write
a report, called the Concluding Observations. This says how well they think the government has
done so far and what they need to do.

You are now reading a summary of the Wales Non-Governmental Organisation’s (NGO) report
that will go to the United Nations. The group of non-governmental organisations that wrote the
main report is called the Wales UNCRC Monitoring Group.
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What's in this summary?

In each chapter you will see what the United Nations experts said five years ago and some information on what
has happened since.

If you want to know more about anything take a look at the longer report. You can find this on the Save the
Children website. (See page 20 for details)

You will see traffic lights that show how well the government is doing. If it's a red light we are very concerned.
If it's amber the government has made some good changes but these changes are not yet having much of an
impact on children’s lives. If it's green we think the government is doing an excellent job!

Each traffic light has Wales or UK written on it. If it has Wales written on it this means that it is the Welsh
Assembly Government's responsibility to make changes for children and young people and if it has UK written
on it this means it is the UK Government's responsibility to make changes for children and young people.

If it has nothing written on it this means it is a shared responsibility.

Here is an example:

This report also says what the NGOs think the governments of Wales and the UK should do next, to make
children’s rights really happen.
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Chapter 2

How governments should make your rights happen

Governments should make sure that all children and young people get their rights.
The United Nations calls these ‘General Measures of Implementation’.

In 2002, the United Nations said:

Make the rights of the UNCRC part
of UK law.

There's good progress in Wales:

e The UNCRC guides the work of the Welsh
e Assembly Government, the National Assembly for
g Wales and the Children’s Commissioner for Wales
< (who checks to make sure you get your rights).

But the Welsh Assembly Government needs to try to
make sure that the UNCRC is understood and used
as a guide by all professionals who work with
children and young people in Wales.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

e Use its new powers to strengthen
children’s rights in Wales.

Even though Wales has told them to, it looks
like the UK government does not want to put
children’s rights into all its laws.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK government should:
2 ¢ Make the UNCRC part of UK law.
o

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Show how much money is spent

on children and young people, so
we can tell if the UK is doing the
best it can.

30% of its money is being spent on children and
young people.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

AMBER

e Always make it clear what money is being
spent on children and young people.

e Make sure local councils show how they
spend the money on children and young
people.

The Welsh Assembly Government has done this once.

RED

In 2002, the United Nations said:

The UK must get rid of its
reservations.

When the UK government signed the UNCRC they
did not agree to everything. They refused to give
some children and young people certain rights.

The things they refused are called "reservations".

It's good that the UK plan to change one reservation
that allows children and young people to be put in
adult prisons but they need to do this as quickly as
possible!

But for asylum seeker children and young people
who are not UK citizens, things are getting worse
not better.

The Welsh Assembly Government say that if they
had the power they would make sure that asylum
seeker children and young people have their rights.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK government should:
e End its reservations now.

In 2002, the United Nations said:

Make it clear who is in charge of
children’s rights for the whole country.

Wales has a Minister for Children who is
responsible for your rights and committees that
make sure rights are seen as important.

But, different parts of the government in Wales do
not always work well together to support children’s
rights.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

e Give the Minister and the Committees more
power and support.
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e Some information has been sent out on
children and young people’s rights, but there
needs to be more.

e Only 8% of you have been taught about rights
in school.

® Many professionals in Wales do not clearly
understand children’s rights.

e There are also not enough courses on children
and young people’s rights in Wales for workers.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

e Plan and pay for a way of telling everyone
in Wales about children’s rights.

e Make sure everyone who works with
children and young people has training on
children’s rights.

oc
]
[a]
=
<

The Children’s Commissioner for Wales does
this, but does not have the power to check up on all
children’s rights. This should be changed.

The money for the Children’s Commissioner for
Wales should also be made more independent.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK government should:

e Allow the Children’s Commissioner for Wales
to check up on ALL rights of ALL children
and young people who normally live in
Wales.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

o Make the Children's Commissioner for Wales
independent from Government.
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)

Articles of the UNCRC: 2, 3, 6, 12

These rights are there to make sure the Convention is used well.

They say:

e Every child should have all the rights in the UNCRC.

e What's best for a child is always most important.

e Every child should be able to survive and develop to their full potential.
e Every child should have a say in decisions that affect them.

Discrimination = === = = = =
In 2002, the United Nations said:

Check up on discrimination and
work out ways to stop it.

Discrimination is when children and young
people are:

* not being listened to

e being wrongly blamed

* being excluded from places because of their age
* being ignored by services.

Discrimination like this is still happening in the UK.

Children and young people can also get discriminated
against if they are part of a group whose rights are
ignored. This can happen through things like racism
or because they are ill, disabled, homeless or poor.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government should:

e Make sure children are not discriminated
against because of their age.

In 2007, NGOs think the Commission for Equality
and Human Rights should:

e Check that children and young people have
access to equal, good quality services.

In 2002, the United Nations said:
UK laws should always treat what's

best for children and young people
as most important, particularly for
children affected by crime and
immigration.

The criminal justice system and immigration law still
sometimes ignores what's best for children and
young people. For example:

Children from the age of 10 years can be charged
with and prosecuted for a crime when they break
the law.

Too many children and young people are involved
in the criminal justice system at too early an age.

ASBOs (Anti-Social Behaviour Orders) go against
what is in a child’s best interests and other
UNCRC rights.

What's best for asylum seeking children and
young people is sometimes ignored even when
they have come from unsafe situations.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government should:

Change the laws on crime and immigration
to bring them into line with the rights of the
child.

Look at providing guardians (someone who
can act like a parent and look after your
interests) for asylum seeking children and
young people who are here on their own.




AMBER

STOP, LOOK, LISTEN: THE ROAD TO REALISING CHILDREN'S RIGHTS IN WALES

Participation

In 2002, the United Nations said:

Do more to make sure children and
young people can have a say in all
decisions that affect them in society.

Children and young people in Wales are having more
say in decisions and the opportunity to influence
what government does.

This is called participation.

There:

* is a Minister in Wales responsible for children and
young people's participation.

e are national participation projects.

e are more ways for children and young people to
get involved.

® is Funky Dragon. Youth Forums and School
Councils have also been set up across Wales.

But, more needs to be done. Future money is
uncertain and workers need more training.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

e Make new laws and give long-term money
so that participation projects can plan for
the future.

e Check all policies and plans to make sure
they include all children and young people's
participation.

e Make sure everyone understands why
participation is an important right and train
all workers to respect this.
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Chapter 4

Civil rights and freedoms

These rights are about making sure children and young people are respected as individuals. That they
have the right to know and have contact with their family and to have their culture respected.
Also other rights, like to:

Get and share information.

Freedom of speech and belief.

Have respect for your privacy and dignity.

Protection from attacks and from being punished in cruel ways.

Physical punishment

In 2002, the United Nations said:
The UK Government must
immediately, make it illegal for
children and young people to be
physically punished in the family
or anywhere else. The Welsh Assembly Government has taken lots of
good steps to promote better and non-violent ways
of disciplining children and young people:

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Educate everyone to respect

children’s right not to be hit and to
find other ways to discipline.

E The Welsh Assembly Government agrees with the
United Nations that hitting children and young
people should be against the law.

But the UK Government has NOT changed the law
to stop parents from hitting children. They are still
allowed if it is considered "reasonable”. This means
adults have more protection from hitting than
children. But while the UK law remains in place it's hard to
make any progress.

e They fund a group who work to change the law
on hitting children.

e They have produced a booklet for parents to help
them understand the different ways parents can
discipline children without hitting them.

Wales is the only country that has stood up to the

UK government about this. Welsh Assembly Government money runs out in
In 2007, NGOs think the UK government should: mzrglfoos 197 818 LR LA €10 g D GRS
* Make new laws that give children and young In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly

people equal protection from violence. i

e Set up their own campaign and involve
parents in public education against hitting
children.
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Children of prisoners = = = = =

The UNCRC says that you should not be separated
from your parents unless it is what is best for you.
But many children are separated from parents who
are in prison.

AMBER

If you have to be separated from your parents, you
have a right to regular contact with them, and the
criminal justice system must help the families of
prisoners. But:

e The four prisons in Wales do not have child g o
friendly facilities for visiting. SRR &
e There are no women's prisons in Wales. This _ :
means mothers who are held in prison are ; e C].
usually a long way away from their children. =a ¥
In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly 3 5

Government, working with local councils and

T
others should: 57
e Make children of prisoners one of the e

priorities for help.
e Give long-term money to set up services f )

for children of prisoners, both in prisons
and in the community.

o
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Chapter §
Family environment and care

These rights are about a child or young person being looked after properly by their family, in a safe
and caring way. If children and young people cannot live with their family the government must make
sure they are well cared for. These rights also say abuse and violence should be prevented.

AMBER

_—~ = Protecting children and young people — -

In 2002, the United Nations said:

Work out how to reduce child deaths
and violence against children and
young people.

The Welsh Assembly Government has made good
plans and wants to make all services work better
together. New local groups have been set up to
check up on children and young people’s safety, but
it is too early to say if these are working well.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

AMBER

e Be clearer about the plans for everyone to
work together to protect children and young
people.

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Collect information on all crimes

against children and young people.

The UK Government has not done this.
In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government should:

e Make sure violence against children and
young people in Wales is recorded.

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Set up easier systems to report and
check up on child abuse. Make sure
this system protects children and
young people’s rights and privacy.

In Wales, there is better advice on how to share
information to protect children and young people.

But services to support children in courts do not
support ALL children and young people well, and
there is no clear plan on how to improve this

The Welsh Assembly Government has told local
councils to develop training for everyone working
with children and young people, but it is not clear
how this will work.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government, working with local councils and
others should:

e Develop training for all people working with
children, on how to protect children and
young people.

¢ Support all children and young people who
are giving evidence in courts.
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In 2002, the United Nations said:
Provide better care for children
and young people who have been
abused or not cared for.

Waiting times for specialist help are much too long.

The money to pay for counselling services is only
guaranteed for a short time and there may not be
enough counsellors.

It is good that the Welsh Assembly Government will
be introducing counselling in schools, but children
and young people who don’t go to school need
counselling services too.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Government
should:

e Make sure children and young people who
have been abused get the help they need to

recover, wherever they live. e p—

- e

= Looked after children and young people -

(these are children and young people who may
-~ live with foster parents or in children’s homes)

The Welsh Assembly Government has spent
money and made better plans for looked after
children and young people.

But now there are:

AMBER

e More looked after children and young people.

e Few improvements in education, work and training.

e Not enough health, support and advocacy
services (advocacy is independent advice and
support to speak out or make a complaint).

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should work with local councils to:

e Make sure there are more and better places
to live for looked after children and young
people leaving care.

e Make sure children and young people are
not moved around as much.

e Improve health, education, social and
advocacy services.
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Chapter @

RED

Health and welfare

These rights are there to support all children and young people to develop and grow to their full
potential. Some children and young people need extra help because of discrimination, poverty or
their needs are ignored.

Health

In 2002, the United Nations said: In 2002, the United Nations said:
The UK should reduce teenage
pregnancy and support mothers

under 16.

The UK should improve mental
health and counselling services for
teenagers.

There is no information on whether children and There has been a big fall in the number of teenage
young people’s mental health has got better or pregnancies but it's still higher in Wales than in

oo .

worse. wi  other north European countries.
The Welsh Assembly Government plans to improve 5 There are plans to provide better sex education and
mental health services for children and young people, sexual health services for children and young people
but hasn’t given enough money. and better care for the babies of teenage mothers.
16-17 year olds not in education, in some parts of But there are not enough services, doctors or hospital
Wales have difficulty accessing mental health units who specialise in working with teenagers and
services. young mothers.
Young people want access to better information, In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
support and trained staff. Government, local councils and others should:
In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly e Make sure children in primary schools have
Government, health services and others should: better, understandable sex education,
¢ Give mental health services more money so et gl o e et e il

that vulnerable children have access to e Set up more specialist sexual health services

better information, support and trained staff. for children and young people.

e Stop practices where young people are put
on adult mental health wards in hospitals.
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Since 1998, the Welsh Assembly Government must
make sure that it supports equality for all people.

In 2002 Wales got rid of the law, which stopped
some schools teaching about being lesbian, gay or
bisexual (LGB for short).

But

e There is still a lot of bullying of LGB young people
in schools.

e There are very few support groups or housing
projects in Wales for young LGB people.

Schools have been given guidance on anti—bullying
but we do not know if this is working.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government working with local councils and
others should:

* Increase the number of support groups for
LGB young people.

e Make sure anti-bullying plans are working
in Welsh schools and colleges.

e Make sure school staff and governors are
trained and confident in promoting equal
rights for LGB young people.

[

| ]
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- _— = Disabled children and young people =

In 2002, the United Nations said:
NOTHING about disabled children

and young people!... We think they
should have because these young
people are experiencing real
problems in Wales.

In some places in Wales, not enough is being done
to meet many disabled children and young people’s
needs.

In 2005, the Welsh Assembly Government set new
standards for services for disabled children and
young people. But, there was no extra money given.

It will be another 8 years before anyone knows if
the new standards have been achieved.

Disabled children and young people don't have equal
opportunities or enough support in work, education,
training and participating in decisions.

Bullying is still a huge problem and disabled children
are afraid of telling anyone that they are being
bullied just in case they make things worse.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government working with local councils and
others should:

e Improve all services and support for
disabled children and young people as they
are growing up.

e Collect better information on services for
disabled children and young people.

Ful L
WHEELCHAIR.
AccESs
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—— Child poverty = === ===

The United Nations said: The UK
must do everything it can to get
rid of child poverty.

The UK is one of the richest countries in the
world and something should be done urgently for
children and young people growing up in poverty.

oo

Ll

g Although child poverty has fallen in Wales, 28% of

< children still live in poverty and more than one in 10
children in Wales live in severe poverty.

The Welsh Assembly Government has got plans for
tackling child poverty. Help is available in poor areas
but that doesn’t help poor families who live outside
these areas.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government working with local councils and
others should:

e Do more to help all poor children.

e Think about the transport, play and leisure
needs of children and young people living in
poverty.

¢ Find ways to work out who are the poorest
children and give help to those who need it
most.

Wales has no power to change benefits or tax. The
UK Government should do more to make sure the
benefits and tax system help the poorest children.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government
should:

e Spend more money to help low-
income people in work and those people
who can't work.

In 2002, the United Nations said:
The UK needs to do more about

* ¥outh homelessness and benefits
or 16 and 17 year olds.

The Welsh Assembly Government supports projects
to stop homelessness and projects for young people
and care leavers.

But more needs to be done as many young people
still end up with no support and nowhere to live.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

e Spend more on homelessness support
services and safe houses.

16 and 17 year olds get less money to live on. If you
are single and under 25, you get less help with

housing costs.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government
should:

* End the Single Room Rent restriction
on housing benefit for under 25 year
olds.
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Chapter 7
Education, leisure and activities

These are rights to an education that respects children and young people and suits their personality
and talents. They include the right to relax, play and enjoy leisure activities.

Education

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Make sure all laws support children

In 2002, the United Nations said:

Make education more equal with
quality education for everyone.

and young people’s right to have a
say, including in education and in
school discipline.

Some groups of children and young people do
less well in school or don't get enough education,
including:

In Wales, schools must set up school councils and

oc 0 q oc

i local councils must ask children and young people wo Young mothers.

S for their views on school and other services. Many =

< pupils feel listened to but more work needs to be << e Boys from working class families.
ﬁg\r/]: ;os?yake sure all children and young people e Some children from black and ethnic families.
In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly : Loc'>ked iy @IED el yc.)ung' feoia
Government working with local councils and e Children and young people in prison.
others should: o

Children and young people who are excluded
e Make sure all children and young people from school.

get a chance to participate in schools. The Welsh Assembly Government has done some

e Start including pupils in decisions about good work for children and young people living in
staff, teaching and inspecting schools. poor areas and also has plans in place to improve
education for all disadvantaged children and young
people.

In 2007, NGOs in Wales think the Welsh
Assembly Government working with local
councils and others should:

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Spend more money on education.

e Focus on improving education for children

More is being spent on education including iR s R e G e

for schools in disadvantaged areas. The Welsh

Assembly Government needs to make sure it's work B EEE
o links up, especially on education and poverty. * Reduce exclusions and provide good
@  In 2007, NGOs think that the Welsh Assembly education to children and young people who
5 Government working with local councils and are excluded.

others should: e Make sure the plans for better education for

children in prison and looked after children
and young people really work.

¢ Keep giving more money towards reducing
unfairness between different groups of
children and link this to what other
departments of the Welsh Assembly
Government are doing.
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In 2002, the United Nations said:
With the help of ideas from children

and young people, stop bullying and
violence in schools.

In 2002, the United Nations said:
NOTHING about play ... but
something really important has
happened in Wales.

In Wales there is now an anti-bullying strategy
(plans and policies). But lots of children and young
people have said:

AMBER

e Bullying is what worries you most.

In 2007, NGOs in Wales think that the Welsh
Assembly Government working with local
councils and others should:

e Make sure anti-bullying policies really work
in schools. Find out if they work by asking
children and young people about bullying in
Wales, every year.

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Teach about children’s rights and

human rights in primary and
secondary schools.

The Welsh Assembly Government are planning to
teach children and young people about their rights in
Personal and Social Education (PSE) classes for 7-19
year olds. But rights need to be included in other
subjects and in teacher training.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government, local councils and others should:

AMBER

e Make sure PSE is done well and put
children’s rights into every part of school
education and teacher training.

The Welsh Assembly Government has introduced a
National Play Policy and this is fantastic! The policy
says play is children’s right. Play is really important,
because it helps children and young people become
healthy and develops their abilities.

We now need to keep checking that local councils
are respecting the Welsh Assembly Government's
Play Policy across Wales.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government working with local councils and
others should:

e Do a 5-year review on how well it is
achieving the national play strategy.

e Make it law that councils must find spaces
for children to play.

e Do more research to make sure children
have places to play, particularly places for
disabled children and young people and
black and minority ethnic children.

[16)




STOP, LOOK, LISTEN: THE ROAD TO REALISING CHILDREN'S RIGHTS IN WALES

Chapter §

Rights to special protection

These rights give special protection for children and young people, whatever country they move to.
They say children and young people should be respected, protected and take part in decisions.

» == Refugee and asylum seeker children - -

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Stop locking up asylum seeking
children and young people under
the age of 18.

Make sure asylum seeking children
and young people have all the rights
they should have - especially rights to
education and health.

Make sure asylum seeking children and
young people get quick decisions and
don’t have to move around.

All young asylum seekers who come to
the UK on their own should be given an
adult guardian.

Children and young people who arrive in this country
to seek asylum are treated much worse and have
fewer rights than children and young people who
already live here.

The UK Government still locks up many children and
young people who have just arrived in this country
in a detention centre.

The new asylum rules brought in by the UK
Government will make this situation worse.

Young asylum seekers here on their own don't have
an adult guardian to protect their rights even though
the UN says they should.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government should:

e Stop putting children and young people who
are asylum seekers in a detention centre.

e Immediately take away the reservation that
stops asylum seeking children and young
people having the same rights as children
who are UK citizens.

e Make sure that all the laws and policies
about immigration are in line with children's
rights.

e Make sure that each young asylum seeker
who is here in the UK on their own has a
guardian to protect them.

The Welsh Assembly Government has started plans
to help asylum-seeking children and young people
in Wales have the support they need.

We now need to keep checking that things are
getting better for asylum seeking children in all parts

of Wales.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government should:

e Make sure all asylum seeker children
and young people can use basic services
like health, education and mental health.
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Children and young people from Roma, Irish and
Gypsy Traveller families are still not treated equally.

e Babies are still more likely to die.
e There are problems with finishing education.
e Better places to live are needed.

e Children and young people have to deal with
racist bullying everyday.

The Welsh Assembly Government has listened to

and accepted all the recommendations from Gypsy
Traveller children and young people. With these ideas
they have made an action plan about health,
education and accommodation.

This is a good start but things are not changing fast
enough.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government working with local councils and
others should:

e Make sure education projects have enough
money now and in the future.

* Give support, training and check that schools
are tackling racist bullying.

e Put in place all the recommendations from
the National Assembly’s Review of Gypsy
Travellers.

e Set up ways to involve young Gypsy
Travellers in having their say in services.

In 2007, NGOs think the Commission for
Equality and Human Rights should:

e Check that government is treating Gypsy
Traveller children and young people equally.

RED

Sexual exploitation = == ===

The United Nations said:
Review the law on children and

young people who are sexually
exploited for money. Find out more
about their needs and give them
more help.

Children and young people who are sexually
exploited for money can still be arrested and taken
to court. These children and young people should be
given help and support and not treated as criminals.
Young people, especially those between 16 and 18
are not being protected from this form of abuse.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government should:

e Change the law that allows children to be
treated as criminals if they are being
sexually exploited for money.

A children’s charity and some local councils have
done a study of the needs of young people sexually
exploited for money. The Welsh Assembly Government
has checked to make sure all councils have plans on
how to protect and look after them. They found that
many local councils didn’t understand the risks that
sexually exploited children face.

In some places councils have trained their workers to

provide the right help and support.

In 2007, NGOs think the Welsh Assembly
Government working with local councils
and others should:

e Do more to identify if children and
young people have been brought into the
country to be exploited and help them.

e Make better plans and put money aside to
protect young people who are at risk or are
being sexually exploited.
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» == Children, young people and crime — -

In 2002, the United Nations said:
Set up a criminal justice system
that ?ives children and young
people all their rights and special
protection. Make sure children and
young people are sent to prison
only as the last option.

It's hard for the government in Wales to make

changes because the UK Government is in charge of

this area. The Welsh Assembly Government wants to

try to stop youth crime in Wales and has a plan to
help make this happen based on the UNCRC.

But things the UK Government are in charge
of have not improved since 2002:

e Children and young people can still be
taken to court and prosecuted from the age
of 10.

e Children and young people still have their cases
o heard in adult courts.

e Too many young people are locked up; often for
less serious crimes and the numbers of children
and adults in prison continues to get bigger.

e Most young people from Wales are locked up in
England, a long way from family contacts and
Welsh culture.

In 2007, NGOs think the UK Government should:

* Look again at what age children and young
people should be responsible for their
crimes.

e Make sure children and young people are
locked up as a last option and for the
shortest time.

e If children and young people have to be
locked up, it should be in the best place to
help them sort out their problems.
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What do you do now?

We hope that you enjoyed reading this report and found it interesting.

You will have read how in Wales we have lots to be proud of. The Welsh Assembly Government really
want children and young people to have their rights but there are still some groups of young people

whose rights are not being protected or respected.

The ‘Stop, look, listen’ report will be sent to the UN Committee and will be presented to the UN

Committee in Geneva in September 2008.

This will be a chance for everyone to hear and learn more about children's rights in Wales and the UK.

So, are your rights being respected?

If you would like an opportunity to express your
views on your rights and want to make changes in
your community, get in touch with Funky Dragon to
find out about how you can become involved with
your local youth forum.

For more information ring Funky Dragon:
01792 450000 South Wales

01978 262370 North Wales

E-mail: enquiries@funkydragon.org

Or, have a look at their website:
www.funkydragon.org

If you have any worries about your rights not being
respected, get in touch with the Children’s

Commissioner for Wales, on their free advice line:

0808 801 1000 or Text 80 800, start your message
with COM. Or have a look at their website:

www.childcomwales.org.uk and
www.complantcymru.org.uk

If you would like to see a copy of the longer report
‘Stop, look, listen’ please get in touch with:

Save the Children Wales

Telephone: 02920 2039 6838

Email: walesinfo@savethechildren.org.uk

Or have a look at their website:
www.savethechildren.org.uk

If want to find out more information on any of the
rights talked about in the report or about the NGOs
that try to make sure children’s rights are respected
in Wales go to:

www.barnardoscymru.org.uk
www.childreninwales.org.uk
www.nacro.org.uk/cymru/
www.nspcc.org.uk/
www.savethechildren.org.uk
www.stonewallcymru.org.uk/cymru/
www.peopleandworkunit.org.uk/
www.playwales.org.uk

Last but not least! Many thanks to the Young
people from:

e Save the Children North Wales Advisory Group
* Young People's Welsh language advisory group
e Swansea Community Farm

e Save the Children Asylum Seekers Self-Advocacy
Group

e The Festival of Sport organised by Disability Sport
Wales Development Officer for Neath Port Talbot.

And the many other young people and adults who
have helped write this summary.

Save the Children sponsored this report and its production was partly funded by the Welsh Assembly Government.
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