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Abstract

A Study of High School Teachers’ College Life:

Differences between Generations

Koichi KUZUKI

Center for Research and Educational Development in Higher Education, Kagawa University

Based on a research study of high school teachers, this paper explores how they spent
their college life, and focuses on their daily lives, recognition and attitude toward college
coursework and relations with their university teachers.

First, this paper found that the high school teachers successfully spent their college life.
They had a positive understanding and attitude toward college coursework, and developed
meaningful relations with their university teachers even outside of class. Secondly, unlike the
junior-level or experienced teachers, the mid-level teachers tended not to be so motivated to
their study. In the 1980’s when the mid-level teachers were university students, even some of
the students wishing to become high school teachers were not encouraged to study hard.
Thirdly, compared to the juniorlevel or experienced teachers, the mid-level teachers
successfully spent their college life, but did not have a positive understanding or attitude
toward college coursework. On the other hand, they developed close relations with their
university teachers even outside of class. Lastly, this paper emphasizes the point that
regardless of their age, high school teachers had similarly college life tendencies. That is, their
college life was comparatively successful: they were enthusiastic about their study, and
achieved favorable relationships with their university teachers even outside of class.
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