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ONEHENMNADFIETH D, A T5T, REEDODH
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PSR TVl v, (Fein, 1980) 72 & 2 1X60
FERBEOFFET, WBOMRIZH Do TV LKA
BREBOBAOBHRIE, FELIZIVHEMICIED
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EWVIIEOFREILLfEbRD L) IZhoTnsiz, B
FRMBHEE 7770708, BICERELOLILEZE
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Abstract

A Study on Parental Roles (V)
—— Parent Education in the U.S. from the View Point of Early Intervention and Parental Support——

Ritsuko KOHNO¥*

In the U.S., parent education was started in the very informal style of mothers getting
together or having meetings, for teaching mothers of young children religious morals or beliefs for
the basics of their parenting or early childhood education and care. It was the early childhood
intervention by the federal government for the children from low income families that was
recognized to be critically beneficial for the children’s intellectual, social and emotional deve-
lopment.

This paper examined why and how education for parents in the U.S. has shifted the focus of
its educational procedure from teaching parents by means of early childhood intervention to
supporting parents or families. Through quite a few evaluation reports about the intervention
programs in the 60’s to 70’s, it became certain that providing parents with social support
was a more effective strategy than teaching them how to parent or aquire each parenting
knowledge or skill. And it was thought to be greatly more significant to help parents stren-
gthen their own existing parental beliefs or confidence, and to support them with many
social services, than simply to ‘change’ parents.

More recently, increasing numbers of parents are easily getting in touch with a variety
of needed information on parenting through the world-wide internet. It is suggested that
education for parents hereafter should emphasize parental support or assistance, which is
available whenever they need, such as social information services.
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