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Efforts to begin 
cleaning up areas 
that were affected 
by Monday’s state-
wide severe weath-

er conditions were in full swing 
yesterday as thousands of  volun-
teers and workers came together 
with one common goal: to restore 
peace and order within their 
communities.

In the city of  Tupelo, ground 

zero for the EF-3 tornadic ac-
tivity was the historic residential 
community known by locals as 
the Joyner Neighborhood. Hous-
ing close to 1000 city residents 
who live in about 900 homes, 
much of  the once charming and 

quaint area now appears to be 
leveled and uninhabitable.

Despite the visible ailments 
that scar the community, the po-
tent scent of  freshly cut pine and 
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Hoping for a better tomorrow

BY LACEY RUSSELL
dmeditor@gmail.com

Alumni Association forms council for LGBTQ alumni

A new alumni council for 
the LGBTQ community was 
formed by the University of  
Mississippi Alumni Associa-
tion Executive Committee on 
April 10.

The Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender and Questioning 
Alumni and Friends Council is 
one of  only three of  its kind in 
the Southeastern Conference, 
according to Chancellor Dan 
Jones.

“Members of  our LGBTQ 
community recently requested 
from our alumni association 
an opportunity to form a new 
affinity group for LGTBQ 
alumni, just as we have a black 
alumni group, as a symbol that 
the association is intentional 
about welcoming them,” Jones 
said regarding the formation 
of  the council.

Tim Walsh, executive direc-
tor of  Alumni Affairs, said that 
when he was approached with 
the idea, he immediately felt it 
was the right time to form the 

council since the LGBTQ is 
another segment of  the popu-
lation that needed a formal 
structure to help members feel 
welcome on campus.

Jones was pleased by the 
“rapid, positive response” from 
the alumni board of  directors.

University Director of  Pub-
lic Relations Danny Blanton 
released a statement about the 
formation of  the new council.

“The University of  Missis-
sippi has a very diverse alum-
ni, and we are committed to 
celebrating the differences of  

our university community and 
to fostering an environment 
of  inclusivity, civility and re-
spect,” the statement read. 
“The formation of  the Lesbi-
an Gay Bisexual Transgender 
and Questioning Alumni and 
Friends Council by the uni-
versity’s Alumni Association 
Executive Committee is a re-
flection of  that commitment to 
inclusivity and an atmosphere 
of  tolerance.”

The “commitment to inclu-
sivity and an atmosphere of  
tolerance” Blanton refers to 

is felt by gay alumnus Tread 
Strickland. Strickland recently 
visited campus with his hus-
band with apprehension of  
how they would be greeted be-
cause of  their sexual orienta-
tion and marital status.

“I had read the national 
news about the incident at the 
Matthew Shepherd play and 
also the recent approval by 
the legislature of  the Religious 
Protection bill,” Strickland 
said.

“Everyone we met seemed 
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BY MARY DANIEL SIMPSON
mdsimpson@go.olemiss.edu
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Charles Milam rests while collecting valuables from his destroyed home on Clayton Avenue in Tupelo Tuesday. Milam, his wife and granddaughter were home at the time of the tornado. All survided. 

See TOMORROW, PAGE 7



I have spent some time con-
templating how I wanted to 
end my writing career for The 
Daily Mississippian.

I had friends suggest that I 
write a column for my fellow 
graduates, similar to my letter 
to the freshmen from last fall. 
Others recommended that I 
simply reminisce about my 
time being employed by the 
student newspaper.

Ole Miss has provided me 
with a number of  experiences 
that I will never forget. Most 
of  those experiences have 
been great. Some have not.

I have had professors who 
I swear are the best of  any 
college in the world. I have 
had others that appeared as 
though they did not even care 
to learn my name.

I have taken courses filled 
with material that I will hold 
on to and use throughout my 
professional career. I have had 
others that I do not even re-
member taking, much less the 
information that was taught.

I wrote paper after pa-
per for some of  my classes. 
I wrote my name on a single 
test in others.

I have had classmates with 
whom I forged great friend-
ships. I have had others that 
may only remember me as 
that guy who had to sit in the 
top right corner, if  they re-
member me at all.

I have had days where I sat 
in the Grove on fresh green 
grass under the sun. I have 
had others where I nearly lost 
my umbrella and wound up 
soaking wet.

I joined organizations in 
which I was extremely ac-
tive, even entering leader-
ship roles. I joined others that 
never even contacted me or 
hosted a meeting.

I had a unique experience 
here at Ole Miss.

I may never find anyone 

else that took the exact same 
courses, joined the exact same 
organizations and enjoyed the 
exact same things. However, I 
know that just about everyone 
can likely relate to the experi-
ences written above.

For those of  you who are 
finishing your final classes, I 
encourage you to remember 
what brought you here in the 
first place and what got you 
to where you are today. Take 
care not to forget what has 
made you who you are.

For those of  you who still 
have one or ten semesters to 
go, I encourage you to really 
take in the experiences you 
have had and will have while 
you are here. Do not let them 
pass you by.

Ole Miss is here for each of  
you to get the most out of  her 
that you can. She is here for 
you to make your own, dif-
ferent from the person beside 
you.

We do not love Ole Miss 
because it is the same for ev-
eryone. We love Ole Miss be-
cause it was individually per-
fect for each of  us.

I write this as I approach a 
time when I must regretfully 
terminate my tenure at The 
University of  Mississippi, but 
I know that I will never truly 
graduate from Ole Miss.

Trenton Winford is a senior pub-
lic policy leadership major from 
Madison.
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Donald Sterling, owner of  
the NBA team the Los Angeles 
Clippers, has been under in-
tensive scrutiny and criticism 
since his ex-mistress Vanessa 
Stiviano, who had recorded 
Sterling making racist remarks, 
released over 100 hours of  au-
diotapes of  his comments to 
news agency TMZ.

While Sterling is undoubted-
ly in the wrong with request-
ing his girlfriend refrain from 
“broadcast(ing) that you’re as-
sociating with black people,” 
as the tapes reveal, there are 
several central problems with 
the melee of  rhetoric that has 
been surrounding this incident 
since it’s entrance into the 
mainstream’s consciousness.

Firstly, the NBA has very 
limited legal options in this 
situation, as the Clippers is a 
private business, and it can-
not simply be confiscated from 

Sterling. Secondly, the com-
ments made by Sterling are 
not the first time he’s faced 
backlash for his racism, nor 
are they the most important 
manifestation of  said racism. 
Thirdly, Stiviano, who is both 
Sterling’s ex-mistress and al-
most 50 years his junior, re-
corded and released the tapes 
within California which has a 
two-party law, meaning that 
it is illegal to record someone 
there without their knowledge 
and consent.

The NBA is an association 
of  private businesses, the re-
spective teams, and it has it’s 
own constitution and bylaws. 
These documents govern the 
powers of  the NBA commis-
sioner, as well as discern what 
punishment can be meted out 
in an instance such as this. It 
is of  worth to note that both 
of  these governing documents 
of  the NBA are privately held 
and have never been made 
public; however, they report-
edly use limited language and 
are tailored to address pre-
dominantly financial matters, 
rending applying them in this 
situation difficult.

There is severe and justi-
fied doubt as to whether Ster-
ling’s team, which he rightfully 
owns, could forcibly be taken 
from him. What can be done 
is the imposition of  a fine and 
a suspension from games and 
managerial activities.

While a fine would be well 
received, fellow NBA team 
owners are already hinting at 
resisting suspending Sterling, 
as it would set a precedent for 
suspension based off  of, tech-
nically, no wrongdoing. It’s 
vital to remember that Ster-
ling did not actually commit a 
crime, but rather offended the 
majority of  the country and 
embarrassed the league while 
utilizing his right to freedom 
of  speech.

Sterling has a history of  of-
fensive behavior. However, 
some of  it has been far more 
tangibly harmful than his re-
cent comments.

In 2009, Sterling paid $2.3 
million to the U.S Justice De-
partment to settle a suit on 
allegations that his real estate 
companies in the Los Ange-
les area discriminated against 
blacks, Hispanics and families 

with children in their renting 
policies. Several years early, he 
paid a record breaking 5 mil-
lion dollars to settle a similar 
case.

Sterling victimized minori-
ties and those in poverty by 
withholding quality housing 
or decent rental agreements 
out of  elitism and pure racism 
and did so multiple times as 
his court record shows.

But yet, stating he doesn’t 
want his mistress to be associ-
ating with black people is what 
fires up mainstream media?

Sterling has been in the 
wrong in both his business 
policies and personal beliefs; 
however, why is that the more 
menial of  the two gets the 
most attention?

Sterling’s personal views 
on race are discouraging and 
abominable, but they should 
not garner more scorn than 
subtle, but more impacting, 
discrimination.

Instances of  tangibly harm-
ful racism, such as Sterling’s 
real estate schemes, should be 
combated and illuminated on 
an equal level as offensive but 
ultimately empty statements.

Sterling will maintain his 
racist views regardless of  how 
the NBA chooses to punish 
him or how the court of  public 
opinion views him.

Thus as a community, we 
should channel our efforts to-
wards ensuring people like 
Sterling are not in positions of  
power, or at the least not al-
lowed to transform their mis-
guided beliefs into harmful 
actions. Clearly, any manifes-
tation of  racism should not be 
tolerated, but let us prioritize 
what forms of  this social dis-
ease we focus the majority of  
our energies upon.

Whitney Greer is a sophomore 
English major from Medford, Ore.
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Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Kathryn Shuford

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Directing the Oxford 
Children’s Chorus: 

Observations and Advice for 
Directing an Extracurricular 

Children’s Choir”

Wednesday, April 30
at 4:00 pm

Music Building  
Choir Room 146

31510

B.M. in MuSic

Directed by Dr. Andrew Paney

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Austin Yarber

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Examining Mergers 
and Acquisitions 

from a National and 
International Perspective”

Wednesday, April 30
at 4:00 pm

Holman Hall Room 120

31509

B.accy. in accounTancy

Directed by Dr. Victoria Dickinson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Julia Jones

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“International  
Transfer Pricing  

in the  
Transportation Industry”

Wednesday, April 30
at 2:00 pm

Conner Hall Room 11

31516

B.accy. in accounTancy

Directed by Dr. Victoria Dickinson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Cecilia Drennen

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Influence of  
Whole Body Vibration  

on Delayed Onset Muscle 
Soreness”

Wednesday, April 30
at 12:00 pm

Turner Center Room 223

31480

B.S. in Biology

Directed by Dr. John Garner

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Kara Fowler

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Dereplication and 
Prioritization of Natural 

Product Extracts for 
Antifungal Drug Discovery”

Wednesday, April 30
at 12:00 pm

NCNPR Room 2017

31481

B.a. in CHemiSTry

Directed by Dr. Alice Clark

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Sylvia Madison Stewart

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“New Propaganda: The 
Evolution of Pro-Kremlin 

Popular Culture in  
Post-Soviet Russia”

Wednesday, April 30
at 4:00 pm

Croft Boardroom Room 305

31511

B.a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS

Directed by Dr. Joshua First

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Lisa Schalk

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Quirky: A Strategic and 
IT Analysis”

Wednesday, April 30
at 3:00 pm

Conner Hall Room 200
Dean’s Conference Room

31513

B.accy. in accounTancy

Directed by Dr. Victoria Dickinson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Charlie Owen

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Earmarks and the 
Bipartisan Role  

They Play in Congress”

Wednesday, April 30
at 11:30 am

Deupree Conference Room

31508

B.B.a. in Managerial 
Finance

Directed by Dr. Jonathan Winburn
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Out of bounds reaction by the NBA

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Charles Owen

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Earmarks and the 
Bipartisan Role  

They Play in Congress”

Wednesday, April 30
at 11:30 am

Dupree Hall  
Conference Room

31478

B.B.a. in Managerial 
Finance

Directed by Dr. Jonathan Winburn

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

William Archer Hodges

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Performance Enhancing 
Drugs in America’s 

Pastime”

Wednesday, April 30
at 1:00 pm

Honors College Room 311

31483

B.a. in HiSTory

Directed by Dr. Charles Ross



The Associated Stu-
dent Body passed a resolu-
tion Tuesday establishing a 
monthly raffle to give students 
a chance to win extra Flex 
money.

Former Sen. Kate Aspinwall 
and Sen. Pearce Crosland pre-
sented the resolution, and the 
senate unanimously voted to 
approve it.

The resolution stated that 
$1 raffle tickets will be sold at 
the ASB-sponsored Let’s Talk 
Booth, located in the Student 
Union, with a drawing at the 
end of  each month beginning 
in the fall.

The resolution also explains 
that the raffle winner will win 
$100 worth of  Flex money. 
According to the resolution, 
ASB will give businesses, or-
ganizations and other groups 
the option to sponsor the 
money. If  there are no spon-
sors, the money will come 
from the first $100 collected 
in the previous month’s raffle.

Crosland said he helped 
write the resolution after his 
constituents approached him 
about raising the amount of  
Flex dollars given to students.

“We had a bunch of  other 
students ask if  we could im-
plement a bill that gave them 
more Flex,” Crosland said. 
“That would require a whole 
bunch of  different things, so 
what we decided to do after 
talking to contractual services 
and Aramark was (to) sell tick-
ets and raffle it off; that way 
they have the opportunity to 
get more Flex.”

The resolution also states 
that the money collected from 

the raffle will be given to the 
Ole Miss Food Bank.

Aspinwall said she and Cro-
sland originally wrote the 
resolution to help students 
obtain more Flex money but 
knew they always wanted to 
donate the earnings to charity.

“We knew we kind of  want-
ed to donate the money to 
some charity because we knew 

there would be proceeds, and 
we obviously didn’t want to 
just sit on that,” Aspinwall 
said. “We didn’t really know 
what charity we were going 
to give it to at first, but then 
we talked to the head of  Ara-
mark when we were discuss-
ing if  this would be feasible, 
and he mentioned donating 
it to the Ole Miss Food Bank 
since Flex kind of  has to do 
with food, and he’s really pas-
sionate about that; he thought 
that would be a really great 
charity and also benefits the 

Ole Miss students and com-
munity.”

Sen. Natalie Truong said 
she thinks that the raffle will 
also help the student body 
connect with the ASB.

“I think it will get (the stu-
dents) more involved in what 
is going on on campus,” Tru-
ong said. “Right now, they 
don’t even stop by the table 
as much as we would like, so 
having them come by and buy 
a raffle ticket, we can talk to 
them and see their opinion 
and see what is going on.”
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1631 W. Jackson Ave.     |     Oxford     |     662.236.7346
Sun - Thurs: 11am - 10pm   Fri - Sat: 11am - 10:30pm

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or specials. Must present coupon
31577

Wed. 4/30

Hibachi Chicken – $7.99 all day
with salad or soup, fried rice & vegetables or double fried rice.
To go and dining room dining only - not valid in the hibachi room

2 Days Only Thurs. 5/1

The Best Sushi Deal in Town $2.99 per Item
  1) 2 Pieces of Shrimp Tempura
  2) 4 Pieces of Steamed or Pan-Fried Dumpling
  3) Bowl of Hibachi Fried Rice
  4) Bowl of Steamed Edamame
  5) 3 Pieces of Vegetable Spring Roll
  6) California Roll
  7) Crunchy Roll
  8) Dynamite Roll
  9) Fresh Salmon Roll

 10) Spicy Salmon Roll
 11) Crab Tempura Roll
 12) Spicy Crab Roll
 13) Shrimp Tempura Roll
 14) Spicy Shrimp Roll
 15) Cucumber Roll
 16) Avocado Roll
 17) Sweet Potato Roll
 18) Tempura White Fish Roll

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Courtney Taylor

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Festivals and Revelry: 
A Study of Identity in 

the Cantons of Modern 
Switzerland”

Wednesday, April 30
at 1:00 pm

Croft Boardroom Room 305

31482

B.a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS

Directed by Dr. Miguel Centellas

ASB approves Flex raffle for students, 
proceeds to benefit food bank

BY  ALLISON SLUSHER
ajslushe@go.olemiss.edu

determined to face the prob-
lems in a way that I am not sure 
much of  Mississippi is willing 
to do.”

Jones sympathized with this 
sentiment when he said that 
the formation of  this group is 
a sign of  a healthy community.

“I see positive signs that there 
is a great leadership and people 
that want to have a civil con-
versation about making prog-
ress,” Jones said.

Strickland felt that the for-
mation of  the alumni council 
“made it clear that we are not 
alone.”

“I feel so proud that there are 
alumni like myself  who want 
to help make life better for not 
only gay students at Ole Miss, 
but also all students who might 
feel afraid of  being themselves 
for fear of  disapproval,” Strick-
land said.

Although this society was 
originally intended for alumni, 
their long-term goal includes 
targeting students as well. 
Walsh recognizes that no future 
plans are definite because the 
society is new and still forming.

“We are still in the process of  
getting alumni to identify and 
register with the group,” Walsh 
said.

However, Walsh said that the 
council intends to aid in the 
student recruitment and stu-
dent mentoring processes.

Walsh hopes that a more 
short-term goal of  the LGBTQ 
Alumni and Friends Council 
could be to help make the Lav-
ender Graduation Ceremony, 
recognizing graduating LG-
BTQ students, a success next 
year.

Strickland said he hopes the 
council can one day provide 
“support in a financial and 
mentoring way to make Ole 
Miss as wonderful as it can pos-
sibly be.”

Alumni and friends or gradu-
ating students who wish to be 
a part of  the group can email 
Tim Walsh at tim@olemiss.
edu.

LGBTQ, 
continued from page 1

The Voice of Ole Miss

FILE PHOTO (THOMAS GRANING) | The Daily Mississippian

Vice President Emerson George counts votes during a Senate meeting.
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31578

Visit our website: www.toyooxford.com for menus, coupons and our latest specials!

*Per person, non-sharing. No coupon is required.  
Offer not combinable with any other coupons, discounts, or frequent diner card.

Steak Special   $10.95*
( Served with soup or salad, veggies, fried rice and 6 oz. Steak )

2305 Jackson Ave. W, #207 
Oxford, MS 38655

(662) 232-8668
Hibachi Special Hours:

11am – 2:30pm and 4:30pm – 9pm

(Mon,Tues & Wed @ the Grill Table only)

Chicken Special   $7.95*
( Served with soup or salad, veggies, fried rice and 6 oz. Chicken )

Shrimp Special   $9.95*
( Served with soup or salad, veggies, fried rice and 7 Jumbo Shrimp )

Salmon Special   $10.50*
( Served with soup or salad, veggies, fried rice and 5 oz. Salmon )

Join us also for HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL 4:30-6:30 PM every Mon-Thurs.

31596

~30% off shoes, handbags, and scarves

~50% off jewelry
~Come in and save on your favorite brands 

such as Steve Madden, Lucky Brand, & 
Jessica Simpson!

          Thursday only!
Sale!!!

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Shelby Grady

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Trailer Hitched:  
A One Act Play”

Wednesday, April 30
at 12:00 pm

Isom Hall Room 103

31479

B.a. in THeaTre arTS

Directed by Dr. Michael Barnett

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Dakota Gilbert

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“An Investigation into 
Polyiodination of Activated 

Benzene Derivatives with 
Electrophilic Aromatic 

Substitution Reactions”

Wednesday, April 30
at 3:00 pm

Coulter Hall Room 200

31484

B.a. in BiocHemiSTry

Directed by Dr. Daniell Mattern

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Max Shumake

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“An Investigation of 
Hysteresis on  

the Rotation Percept”

Wednesday, April 30
at 9:00 am

Peabody Hall Room 208

31469

B.a. in PSycHology

Directed by Dr. Nicolaas Prins

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Rachel Shaw

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“The Effectiveness of  
Basel II”

Wednesday, April 30
at 2:00 pm

Croft Broadroom Room 305

31515

B.a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS

Directed by Dr. Joshua Hendrickson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Ryan Humphries

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Domain-specific Probes 
for Calcium Binding to 

Neural Cadherin”

Wednesday, April 30
at 9:00 am

Coulter Hall Room 204

31468

B.a. in BiocHemiSTry

Directed by Dr. Susan Pedigo

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Brad Alexander Gordon

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Nostalgia and the Myth of 
‘Old Russia’: Russian Émigrés in 
Interwar Paris and Their Legacy 

in Contemporary Russia”

Wednesday, April 30
at 3:00 pm

Croft Boardroom Room 305

31512

B.a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS

Directed by Dr. Joshua First

LOGAN KIRKLAND | The Daily Mississippian

Chuck Free rests on the top of his home on Clayton Avenue while cleaning up after a tornado in Tupelo.



magnolia trees along with the 
constant buzzing of  chain-
saws provide the people of  
the neighborhood with an 
increasing hope for a better 
tomorrow.

When Joyner resident and 
local real estate agent Wesley 
Webb first caught news that 
a tornado warning had been 
issued for Lee County, his im-
mediate reaction was to leave 
his Clayton Avenue home 
and find safety.

“When I left here I didn’t 
think it was going to be that 
bad,” Webb said. “You don’t 
ever think it’s going to be 
you.”

Webb said calls from con-
cerned family and friends im-
mediately ensued when the 
warning was lifted. When he 
tried to travel back to his resi-
dence, he was unable to gain 
access to the necessary roads.

When he finally saw what 

was left of  his house, he could 
not believe his eyes. The once 
erect structure now sat in a 
number of  pieces.

“There’s no way they would 
have survived,” said Webb’s 
family friend, James Beasley. 
“No matter where they would 
have been in the house, they 
wouldn’t have survived it.”

While some Joyner resi-
dents like Webb were able 
to avoid the tornado’s line 
of  fire by taking cover in 
alternate locations, many 
hunkered down for safety in 
small interior rooms within 
their homes.

Local body shop owner 
Chuck Free, his wife Lau-
ren and their five-year-old 
son Levi were among the 
residents to ride out the se-
vere weather until it passed 
through the area.

“We got in the closet and 
prayed it away,” Lauren Free 
said. “It just devastated our 
house. It was horrible.”

Before the storm, a number 
of  massive trees were scat-

tered throughout the Free 
family’s front and back yards. 
Following the disaster, not 
one of  these 100-year-old gi-
ants still stood.

“A lot of  people had said 
before that (a tornado) 
sounds like a train coming 
through,” Chuck Free said. 
“I didn’t hear a thing until 
the trees came through. All 
I heard was a pop from the 
trees cracking.”

“What I remember hear-
ing is the sound of  the trees 
landing on our house, and 
the limbs shooting through 
our roof. I heard that,” Lau-
ren Free said. “Then with all 
the rain coming through the 
holes, it sounded like a water-
fall in our living room.”

Lauren Free admitted to 
being in full shock while the 
unstoppable damage was oc-
curring to her home. Her 
young son Levi shared the 
same feelings of  panic and 
fear.

“He was screaming,” she 
said. “At one point he said, 

‘I’m brave. I’m brave.’ And 
then he asked if  we could 
start praying. When it was 
over, he didn’t even want to 
leave the closet. He was too 
scared to come out.

“He held on to me for quite 
some time afterwards just fol-
lowing me around the house. 
He wouldn’t let me go. He 
went around the rest of  the 
day just saying, ‘I can’t be-
lieve it. I can’t believe it.’ I 
don’t think he’ll forget this 
experience. ”

When the storm cleared 
and the Free family was able 
to fully inspect the irrevers-
ible damage that had been 
done, Lauren Free said what 
she saw was something she 
never expected.

“This is something like out 
of  a movie,” she said. “I nev-
er expected something like 
this to happen. You never 
think it’s going to happen to 
you. It’s unbelievable.”

Though the Joyner neigh-
borhood is still in vast dis-
array, members of  the com-

munity are quickly working 
together to provide relief  to 
the affected area’s families.

“It’s bad that it takes some-
thing this catastrophic to 
bring folks together, but that’s 
something you don’t see very 
often,” said Tommy Beasley, 
volunteer and life-long Tu-
pelo resident. “They’re giv-
ing away free food up here 
to people helping and every-
thing. You don’t usually see 
something like this in Tupe-
lo, and for everybody to just 
come together to help, that 
means a whole lot.”

In the weeks to come, all 
residents of  Tupelo’s Joyner 
Neighborhood plan to con-
tinue their group effort in 
cleaning up and repairing the 
place they call home.

“I’ve been here for a month 
now in this community and 
they’re amazing,” Lauren 
Free said. “They’re friendly. 
Everybody is so warm and 
welcoming and just wants to 
help. They have such a strong 
desire to help.”
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Cotten Tutoring Services 
for all your tutoring needs!

119 Old Taylor Road 

Always looking for quality tutors!

662-234-2232

• Accounting 
• Mathematics  
• Ask about 
  other subjects

Right before the Mark 36719

Come Receive Tutoring for Finals!

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Xinyi Long

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Strategic Planning  
in Real Estate  

Investment Trust”

Wednesday, April 30
at 9:00 am

Connor Hall Room 11

31470

B.accy. in accounTancy

Directed by Dr. Victoria Dickinson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Landin Smith

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“A Yen Saved  
is a Yen Earned: 

Deconstructing the 
Japanese Savings Rate”

Wednesday, April 30
at 9:00 am

Croft Boardroom Room 305

31471

B.a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS

Directed by Dr. Noel Wilson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Richard Beneke

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“The Role of the  
U.S. Navy in Sustaining 

and Protecting the  
Global Economy”

Wednesday, April 30
at 9:00 am

Odom Hall  
Conference Room

31472

B.a. in PuBlic Policy 
leaderSHiP

Directed by Dr. David Rutherford

CADY HERRING | The Daily Mississippian

Food that was saved from the Shell gas station on North Gloster St. is seen in Tupelo.

CADY HERRING | The Daily Mississippian

Jane Hansberger discusses the impact of the tornado on her husband’s 
Steak Escape location on North Gloster St. 

TOMORROW, 
continued from page 1
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OPEN LATE 

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

236-30301 PAN PIZZA EXTRA, MIN. DELIVERY $7.99

$499MEDIUM
1  

TOPPING

WILD
WEDNESDAY

29
13

3

Make the DM 
part of your 
morning ritual

MISSISSIPPIAN
T H E  D A I LY

The STudenT newSpaper of The univerSiTy of MiSSiSSippi 
Serving ole MiSS and oxford Since 1911

Garfield By Jim davis

The fusco BroThers By J.c. duffy

NoN sequiTur By Wiley

dilBerT By scoTT adams

SUDOKU©  
Puzzles by KrazyDad

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #8
Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 8

If you can afford it, please help keep these puzzles free by m
aking a donation.

G
ive online at http://krazydad.com

O
r by m

ail: K
razydad, P.O

. Box 303 Sun Valley, C
A 91353 U

SA
Thank you!

4 9
3 1 7

9 6 1 5
6 5 7

1 9 5
3 6 7 8
8 2 1

2 4

AnswersChallenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 8
Sudoku #1

618427
793145
845236
1367248

5846317
4985263
642531
523194
915678

359

268

971

95

29

71

897

786

342

Sudoku #2
928715
4165397
735826

578914
1837925
625371

791586
9368247
647391

643

82

149

263

46

498

324

51

825

Sudoku #3
81975
794813

6328194
3156924
2834756

7451389
4712569
126835

83471

4362

256

57

87

91

62

38

794

9562

Sudoku #4
76315928
23846
89741

9268134
384167
6149378

67249
893576

95367421

4

1975

5263

57

259

52

1583

421

8

Sudoku #5
123847

694231
9472865

9586124
68173
1432765
2576849
461593
384157

569

875

31

73

2549

98

31

782

926

Sudoku #6
56341

9845127
417693
8719346
1647829
9328615

564983
6958317
23164

2789

36

258

52

35

47

712

42

8975

Sudoku #7
92461837

632715
714392
3584612

719
6273945

371568
896734

14635829

5

894

586

97

482563

18

294

521

7

Sudoku #8
5128736

695428
27834
189432
983425671
742638

14529
945673

5739186

49

317

9615

657

195

3678

821

24

CHALLENGING



New York Times bestselling 
author Greg Iles will be show-
casing and signing his new 
book, “Natchez Burning,” 
which was released Tuesday, 
tonight at Off  Square Books.

Iles has visited the city be-
fore for a book signing of  his 
first novel, “Spandau Phoe-
nix.”

“I’ve been a Greg Iles fan 
for a long time,” said Johnny 
Livingston, an Oxford resi-
dent. “His novels are truly 
something else. I usually read 
them more than once, and I 
try to get my wife to read them 
as well, but she likes more ro-
mantic novels. Although, she 
did say she will come with me 
to the book signing.”

Born in Germany, Iles grew 
up in Natchez, and he gradu-
ated from Ole Miss in 1983. 
While attending Ole Miss, 
Greg lived in the cabin where 
William Faulkner and his 
brothers listened to countless 
stories told by “Mammy Cal-
lie,” their beloved nanny, who 
had been born a slave. Iles 
wrote his first novel in 1993, a 
thriller about Nazi war crimi-
nal Rudolf  Hess, which be-
came the first of  12 New York 
Times bestsellers, as stated on 
Iles’ own website.

“He has been a very good 
friend to us and our audi-
ence,” Square Books book-
seller Teresa Spears said. “We 
are very excited to see him 
again and know that this will 
be a big event.”

Oxford is the second stop  
on Iles’ 24-stop nationwide 
book tour. The tour began 
Tuesday in Jackson, at the Le-
muria Bookstore. During his 
tour, Iles will visit Arizona, 
South Carolina and Florida, 
and he will see many of  his 

literary fans.
“I am actually a really big 

fan of  Greg Iles,” Oxford visi-
tor Morgan Stacy said. “His 
books are so entertaining to 
me and always keep me on 
the edge of  my seat. I will def-
initely be at the book signing 
and even some of  my friends 
from Yazoo will be coming to 
attend.”

According to Square 
Books’s website, “Natchez 
Burning” is the “first install-
ment in an epic trilogy that 
weaves crimes, lies and se-
crets, past and present, into a 
mesmerizing thriller featuring 
Southern mayor and former 
prosecutor Penn Cage,” and 
is highly anticipated.

Known for his crime driv-
en, action-packed novels, 
“Natchez Burning” is just as 
driven as Iles’s other novels in 
this genre, and his Mississippi 
heritage seemingly offers him 
a helping boost of  fans in Ox-
ford.

“His books sell very well at 
our store,” Spears said. “Our 
clientele loves supporting lo-
cal novelists, and Greg Iles is 
definitely a fan favorite.”

Square Books’ signings are 
a part of  the Square Books 
experience and bring in visi-
tors by the carload. Greg 
Iles’s book signing will be no 
different.

At 5:30 tonight, the book 
signing will begin with a re-
ception that allows the guest 
to “mingle and chat amongst 
themselves” and enjoy the 
literary atmosphere that the 
store offers. After the recep-
tion, Iles will read an excerpt 
from his book. Later, he will 
answer questions and sign 
copies for his fans. Everyone 
is welcome to join Off  Square 
Books tonight as it celebrates 
a beloved Mississippi novel-
ists.

LIFESTYLES
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Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

William Steward

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“An Evaluation of Soil 
Extracellular Enzyme 
Activity in Response 

to Burning as a Forest 
Restoration Technique”

Wednesday, April 30
at 9:00 am

Shoemaker Hall Room 219

31473

B.a. in Biology

Directed by Dr. Colin Jackson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Rachel Crim

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Shear Waves in 
Viscoelastic Wormlike 

Micellar Fluids”

Wednesday, April 30
at 10:00 am

Lewis Hall Room 228

31475

B.a. in PHySicS

Directed by Dr. Joseph Gladden

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Daria Schwartz

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Glimpse”

Wednesday, April 30
at 10:00 am

Honors College Room 311

31476

B.a. in engliSH

Directed by Dr. Gary Short

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Elizabeth Carroll

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“The Growing Trend 
of Cybercrime and the 

Increasing Importance of 
Fraud Prevention”

Wednesday, April 30
at 10:00 am

Connor Hall Room 11

31474

B.accy. in accounTancy

Directed by Dr. Victoria Dickinson

Senior 
HonorS THeSiS 
PreSenTaTion

Jenny Trout

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

The defense is open to the public.

“Fraudsters, Churches, Economy, 
and the Expectations Gap: 

Applying Trends of Occupational 
Fraud to an Assurance 

Engagement Team Plan and 
Fraud-Prevention  
Client Proposal”

Wednesday, April 30
at 11:00 am

Conner Hall Room 11

31477

B.accy. in accounTancy

Directed by Dr. Victoria Dickinson

‘Natchez Burning’ at Off Square Books
BY SAMANTHA ABERNATHY

slaberna@go.olemiss.edu

COURTESY AMAZON.COM

• REduce  
• REuse  
• REcycleRead the DM. Share the DM. Recycle the DM.



Exams are right around 
the corner, and hopefully you 
have been studying for count-
less hours, cooped up in the 
library or in your small apart-
ment.

Well, it’s time for a study 
break.

So, what do you do?
Sure, you could re-watch 

all those “Breaking Bad” epi-
sodes on Netflix or check the 
life-sucking websites Face-
book and Twitter. Or, even 
worse, you could Snapchat.

But, your eyes are already as 
bloodshot as Lindsay Lohan’s 
on a Sunday morning, so, 
looking at a computer screen 
even longer isn’t the best idea.

And, trust me, your friends 
aren’t doing anything inter-
esting, and they already see 
your face enough; I promise 
they haven’t forgotten what 
you look like.

However, sitting outside 
your studio apartment is a 
big, unwashed piece of  equip-
ment that you use every day. 
It’s called a car and, believe it 
or not, it can be used for more 
than just going from point A 
to point B. It can actually be a 
source of  entertainment and 
enjoyment.

It’s time to go motoring, or 
driving for the enjoyment of  
driving.

Soon after the advent of  the 
automobile, people started 
using their cars for more than 
just the daily commute. Cars 
such as the Stutz Bearcat and 
hot-rodded model A’s are evi-
dence of  this.

Too often people get fancy 
sports cars, not for their mo-
toring prowess, but because 
they are “cute” or it makes 

them feel like a badass.
I’m not saying those are bad 

reasons to own a sports car. It 
just shouldn’t be your only 
reason. A lot of  engineering 
went into designing the car’s 
performance features, and 
you paid a lot of  money for 
them, so why not use them?

But, you don’t need a Cor-
vette to enjoy an afternoon 
drive. You can even enjoy it 
with the 1993 Corolla that 
you inherited from your Great 
Aunt Martha.

It’s not necessarily about 
the car, it is about the experi-
ence of  driving.

Willie Nelson’s “On the 
Road Again” speaks to the 
qualities of  a nice drive.

You don’t have to be going 

anywhere in particular. Turn 
the GPS off  and let the road 
take you were it will. It’s not 
about going from point A to 
point B, but going from point 
A to point Wherever You End 
Up.

You’ll soon forget about the 
stress of  exams and everyday 
life because when you are on 
the road, those things don’t 
matter.

Sometimes it helps to live in 
the present and not regret the 
past or worry about the fu-
ture. With the open road, it’s 
all about the present.

To paraphrase Willie Nel-
son: You may even see some 
things you’ll never see again.

I bet you didn’t even know 
that the largest oak barrel in 

the world is on Highway 6, 
just a few minutes away from 
Oxford.

And, here’s a shocker, there 
are other towns in the Unit-
ed States other than Oxford. 
Some of  them even have his-
toric squares and amazing 
restaurants. You don’t even 
have to go that far.

Motoring can be even more 
enjoyable when you share it 
with someone you enjoy be-
ing with.

For the majority of  my short 
career as an automotive jour-
nalist, I have used the same 
photographer, Susie. When 
Susie and I go on test drives 
we drive around for hours, 
looking for the perfect place 
to take a picture.

Sharing the test drives with 
her has not only been some 
of  the best memories of  my 
college years but of  my life. I 
may not remember the exact 
car we were driving, but I do 
remember our conversations 
and laughter.

When you are driving with 
somebody, you also have 
someone to act as the DJ and 
be the human radar detec-
tor — very important jobs. 
Plus, you need someone to 
take your picture in front of  
the largest oak barrel in the 
world. Otherwise, no one will 
believe you. Trust me.

So what are you waiting for?
It’s time to buckle up, start 

your engine and drive.

LIFESTYLES
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance. 
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in ses-
sion except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word

HOMES FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL 2,500 SQ FT HOME 705 
Long Meadow Drive, 6 acres, salt wa-
ter pool, 4br 2b, 3 car garage, lots of 
closets. Spectacular! $386,500 Call for 
appt: (662)236-3614 

APARTMENT FOR RENT

AVAILABLE NOW AT THE COVE 
APARTMENTS: 1 bedroom $550. 2 
bedroom $680. (662)234-1422 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/ 2.5 BATH town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1 
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security depos-
it. Call (662)234-0000 

1BEDROOM 1BATH Solo Luxury 
Apartment rare availability. $1350 a 
month. Walking distance to campus and 
the square. Many amenities offered. 
Call now for details! (662)234-4144 
AVAILABLE BEGINNING NOW-AU-
GUST 1,2,3,4,5 bedroom houses/apart-
ments; many near Campus and Square, 
PET FRIENDLY, call 662-595-4165, text 
662-607-8307, RENTAL CENTRAL, 
www.oxfordmsapartments.com 

HOUSE FOR RENT
TAYLOR MEADOWS 2 Bed/2 Bath 
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor 
Road. Available June or August leases. 
(662)801-8255 

3 BED PET FRIENDLY
$250 off Sec Deposit! Shiloh on Old 
Taylor rd/ Willow Oaks on Jackson Ave 
$1000mo/$333pp. New Paint/ trim/ 
carpet-Close to Campus/ fenced yards. 
Pics // FriendUs @facebook.com/ ox-
ford.rentals1 (843)338-1436
3BR/3BA BRAND NEW HOMES avail-
able for rent: includes stainless steel ap-
pliances, ice maker, ceramic tile floors, 
security systems, and large walk in 
closets, covered patio with porch swing, 
cable and internet included in rent. Lim-
ited availability. Call (662)236-7736 or 
(662)832-2428. 

1BR/1BA, 2BR/2BA, 3BR/3BA houses 
for rent. Includes all full size appliances, 
daily garbage pick-up, security system, 
high speed internet, expanded basic 
cable as well as maintenance. Call 
(662)236-7736 or (662)832-2428. 
4 BDRM / 2BA, Great Room, garage, 
appliances, near square/ campus. 
1500/ mo. (901)619-9506 
2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES & CONDOS 
Available Summer & August. www.
leaseoxford.com Massey Prop Mgmt 
(662)234-0311 
FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 3bd, 
2bath, 2 car garage. Fenced in Back-
yard. Fully Furnished, comfortable and 
cozy house in Eagle Pointe! $1200/mo 
(662)231-8305 
3BDRM, 3BATH - ALL APPLIANC-
ES $900/ month. College Hill area. 
(662)473-2114 (662)236-3100 

CONDO FOR RENT
2 & 3 Bedroom apts available for Fall 
2014. Starting at 900/mo for 2 BR and 
1200/mo for 3 BR. Cable, WiFi, wa-
ter included; pool access; Extremely 
close to campus. Call (662) 392-2175. 
(662)392-2175 
3-BR AT THE PARK $1000 per mo. 
Very close to campus and the Square. 
Cable and internet with rent. Pool and 
fitness. (662)832-5442 

WEEKEND RENTAL

YOU’RE NOT TOO LATE for Gradu-
ation rentals! See our listings at 
ht tp: / /www.oxfordtownhouse.com  
(662)801-6692 
WEEKEND RENTALS Coming to Ox-
ford for a weekend? Check with Kay be-
fore you call a hotel! www.oxfordtown-
house.com (662)801-6692 

MISCELLANEOUS
EDITING/PROOFREADING SER-
VICE for quick, efficient service, call 
(662)816-0186. 

PART-TIME
SWIM COACH WANTED

Ex USS swimmer wanted to help coach 
USS swim team in Oxford during sum-
mer. Practice in morning. Call Rebecca 
leave number. (662)487-3998

AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE - 2000 MERCURY GRAND 
Marquis LS. Great gas mileage, good 
condition, & good tires. $4,750 Call 
(662)234-1575 

STUDENT JOBS
SUMMER JOB 20 hours per week re-
searching and inputting information into 
a database using Microsoft Access.
Send resume to: Comp Hydrotech, 406 
Galleria Lane, Oxford, MS 38655 

Motoring as a pastime
BY MATTHEW BISHOP

mtbishop2@gmail.com

COLUMN
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After four games on the 
road and more than a week 
off  from playing at Swayze, 
the Rebels (33-12, 13-8 
Southeastern Conference) re-
turn home on Wednesday to 
face Southern Miss.

The game on Wednesday 
marks the final home mid-
week contest of  the season, 
and first pitch is slated at 
6:30 p.m.

With the neutral site loss 
to Mississippi State and the 
weekend sweep against Ken-
tucky on the road, the Reb-
els climbed in the rankings in 
the National College Base-
ball Writers Association from 
18th to 15th. But, the Rebels 
fell in the USA Today coach-
es poll from 13th to 16th.

The Rebels continued to 
prove that they are one of  
the best offensive teams in 
the country by scoring 39 
runs in three games against 
Kentucky.

With his strong perfor-
mance over the past week, ju-
nior outfielder Austin Bous-
field was named the player 

of  the week by the National 
College Baseball Writers As-
sociation. Bousfield also col-
lected the honor of  South-
eastern Conference Player of  
the Week. Bousfield hit for 
an astounding .714 batting 
average for the series against 
Kentucky. He went 10-14 
batting over the weekend, 
which includes four doubles 
and a home run.

If  the regular season ended 
right this moment, the Reb-
els would be the 3-seed in 
the Southeastern Conference 
tournament, behind Florida 
and Alabama. The Reb-
els can make a big leap in 
the conference and national 
rankings by taking care of  
business against Southern 
Miss and picking up quality 
wins against their next two 
SEC opponents in Arkansas 
and Georgia.

The two teams above Ole 
Miss in the SEC standings, 
Alabama and Florida, play 
each other this weekend in 
a three-game series, which 
could help the Rebels move 
up in the SEC standings.

Southern Miss enters the 

match with a 26-19 overall 
record, going 14-7 in Confer-
ence USA play. The Golden 
Eagles as a team hold a .243 
overall batting average and 
the pitching staff  holds a 

3.60 ERA. 
After the contest against 

Southern Miss, the Rebels 
will begin a weekend series at 
home on Friday against Ar-
kansas. The Rebels will then 

have four days off  and face 
Georgia at home in their last 
home series of  the year.
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Like to write? Take photos?

To apply, go to theDMonline.com and 
click on the APPLY link at the top of  
the home page.

The Daily Mississippian  
has openings in the 
summer and fall for:
• News writers
•  Sports writers 

including football 
beat writers

• Photographers

Diamond Rebs return to Swayze to face Southern Miss
BY DYLAN RUBINO

thedmsports@gmail.com

FILE PHOTO (IGNACIO MURILLO) | The Daily Mississippian

Junior Austin Bousfield hits the ball during a game against LSU April 17. Bousfield was recently named SEC Player of the Week as well 
as the National College Baseball Writers Association Offensive Player of the Week.
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We are proud to host the

Lafayette-Oxford-University Blood Drive
on Friday, May 2 from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm!

When summer time rolls around that means the blood supply goes down. But you can help stop the shortages.

All donors will be entered for a 
chance to win one of 3 prizes:

TV • Grill
$100 Gift Card to Zoe of Oxford

But the real prize will be the three lives you can 
save with one blood donation!

Come on out May 2 and save lives with 
Mississippi Blood Services and Cannon Motors.

100 North Thacker Loop

662-234-2311

www.nobodybeatsacannondeal.com

31569

On Saturday, April 26, 
Los Angeles Clippers owner 
Donald Sterling received 
one heck of  an 80th birthday 
present from his girlfriend, 
Vanessa Stiviano.

Sterling and Stiviano en-
gaged in an argument in re-
gards to a photo she posted 
on her Instagram which 
showed Stiviano and global 
icon Magic Johnson.

Now, who would want to 
argue about getting a picture 
taken with Magic Johnson?

Apparently, Donald Ster-
ling does.

TMZ Sports released an 
audio recording of  this con-
versation in which Sterling 
tells Stiviano, “It bothers me 
that you want to broadcast 
that you’re associating with 
black people.”

Happy Birthday Donald.
What does that tell you?
Donald Sterling is not an 

NBA owner. He’s not deserv-
ing of  being one of  the 30 
owners in one of  the most 
profitable leagues in the 
world. Instead, he sounds like 
a hypocrite considering his 
team is constructed of  only 
two white players.

Now, this is not the first 
time that Sterling has made 
racial comments towards his 
companions. Let’s take a look 
at some of  his racial claims 
after he bought the franchise 
in 1981.

1983 - Paul Phipps, the 
Clippers’ general manager 
at the time, said Sterling 
used “the N-word” in an im-
promptu interview with pro-
spective Clippers’ coaching 
candidate Rollie Massimino.

2001 - Sterling was sued 
by the city of  Santa Monica 
after he threatened to evict 
eight tenants who were living 
under rent control.

2003 - The Housing Rights 
Center and a group of  people 

that lived in Sterling’s prop-
erties filed a lawsuit against 
him for using discriminatory 
statements towards him. He 
would pay nearly $5 million 
in a settlement.

2004 - Hispanic woman El-
isheba Sabi sued Sterling for 
refusing to accept her vouch-
er to rent an apartment.

2009 - Former Clippers’ 
general manager Elgin Bay-
lor filed a lawsuit against 
Sterling for more racial dis-
crimination. He accused 
Sterling of  having a “vision 
of  a Southern plantation 
type structure” for the team, 

with “poor black kids from 
the South playing for a white 
coach.”

2011 - Former Clippers’ 
point guard Baron Davis said 
Sterling would heckle him 
by shouting mean comments 
during Clipper home games, 
where Sterling would sit on 
the floor.

And, here we are now.
At a press conference yes-

terday afternoon, NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver 
dropped the hammer on Ster-
ling after banning him for life 
from the NBA and fining him 
$2.5 million.

(Deep breath) 
I just breathed a sigh of  re-

lief.
Enough is enough. This 

man has no place in the NBA 
after his long track record 
of  inappropriate and racial 
commentary.

Yesterday was a monumen-
tal day in the history of  the 
NBA.

Adam Silver made his 
biggest splash in just three 
months of  being commis-
sioner, as the league will seek 
a three-fourths vote from the 
NBA owners to remove Ster-
ling as the owner of  the Clip-

pers.
Notice, I haven’t even men-

tioned how wonderful the 
NBA Playoffs have been with 
seven games already going to 
overtime.

The NBA and the Clippers 
can now heal and move on 
to the best first round of  the 
playoffs in recent memory.

For more NBA Playoffs cover-
age, follow @browningstubbs on 
Twitter.

A look into the Donald Sterling debacle
BY BROWNING STUBBS

bbstubbs@go.olemiss.edu

COLUMN

DANNY MOLOSHOK| The Associated Press

Los Angeles Clippers owner Donald Sterling, center, and V. Stiviano, left, watch the Clippers play the Los Angeles Lakers during an NBA preseason basketball game in Los Angeles.


	April 30, 2014
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1603807203.pdf.rCMuB

