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Outline

● What are OER?

● Why use OER?

● Where can OER be found?



What are open educational resources 
(OER)?
● Resources

○ Textbooks, articles, ancillary materials, other things

● Educational
○ Designed and/or used for educational purposes

● Open
○ Free, licensed for sharing (usually Creative Commons)

https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/


Examples of OER: Textbooks

Openstax Chemistry

OpenIntro Statistics

Fundamentals of Business

https://openstax.org/details/books/chemistry-2e
https://www.openintro.org/book/os/
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/handle/10919/84848


Examples of OER: Ancillary materials

● Testbank for Fundamentals of Business

● Slides for OpenIntro Statistics

● Lab for OpenStax Chemistry

https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/handle/10919/93404
https://www.openintro.org/book/os/
https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/39285-energy-transfer-calorimetry-and-chemical-reactions/view


Examples of OER: Videos

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My5w4MXWBew
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xp5tUQdp-U


Examples of OER: Other materials

● Podcasts

● Non-textbook books

● Anything else that meets the definition of OER

http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/aesthetics-and-philosophy-art-lectures
https://whatisavirusbook.weebly.com/


Questions?



Why use OER?

● Free

● Flexible

● Available



Where to find OER

● Open Textbook Library

● OER Commons

● OASIS

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/


Limitations

● Not yet available for every subject

● Mostly for basic intro-level courses

● Limited options



Other topics
● Creating new OER

● Creative Commons licensing

● Publishing workflows for OER

● Textbook cost specifics

● Customizing existing OER

https://press.rebus.community/authoropen/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://press.rebus.community/otnmodify/


Questions?
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