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_OFI FICIAL ORGAN(OF THE lN'l'ER NATIONAL LADIES GARMENT WORKERS UNION.

VOL. L. No. 82.

New York, N. Y., Saturday,

August 93, 1019

mulm

fternoon, Aug 16,
ishers' Union local

* first mocting of clonkmikers of its

sizo sinco the settleennt of the
last general strike.

The. meeting was called, nccord-
ing to Brother Halpern, Manag-
ex of local 9, with a double pur-
pose: to ascerfiin the spirit of
the rank and file of local 9, to
find out how they feel about*the

week work system and other
in the industry: and to
talk things over about strengthen-
ing the local financially, abont
raising large fund for emergency
purposes,

The mass meeting at° Cooper
Union was highly satisfactory in
both ways.

The spirit of the rank and*file
was ono of junbounded enthus-
asm, which was unusnal even for
& closkmaRer meeting. The true
‘meaning and import of the recent
rovolution iin the cloak-industry,
the “establishment of the week-
work systemee, was evidently felt
by the cloak finishers, who cheer-
2d lustily every reference to the
Dow system,

The meeting was presided over
By*Brother J. Halpern, manager
of local 9, who was grected wtih
much applause.

The principal sepakers were:
‘Ab. Baroff, secretary and treas-
urer of the International, T. Fine-
berg, chairman of the Joint Board
of the Cloakmakers’ Union and

- ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING OF LOC. 9
AT GOOPER UNION -

“Aug 16, | the socialist ex-congresman Myer
London,

To say that the speakers were®
received with enthusinsm, with
and much applauso would
ng very little. There was
an_emanution” of love, broher-
hiood, joy and gratitude that flow-
od from the packed hall to the
speakers’ platform. Tt was a most
inspired and inspiring testimonial
to the leaders and devoted friends

oakmake
The tide of enthusinsm reached
its height when ex-congressman
London rose to address the cloak-
workers, udience, to a man,
)nmpml to its feet and what with
ngz hats and ker-
(]m efs, and applause, itayas o vul-
cano of joy and cestaofE

Tliose who witnessed this and
other scenes at the meeting of
local 9 “m no longer doubt as to
the spirit prevailing among the
rank nml file, The audienee gave
an unmistakable demonstration of
its appreciation of the recent v
tory and of the way thie new sys-
tem works in practice.

The clonk finishers also gaye
their approval to the suggested
raising of larger funds for and
by local 9. There is little doubt
that the concrete recommendations
of the Executive Board in this
matter will be receiyed in a spirit
of readiness and confidence by the
membership of the local.

The officials of local 9 have
200d cause to be proud of the re-
sults achieved,

PRESIDENT SCHEESINGER IN CALIFORNIA |:

On Triduy, Aug. 15 President | the Los
Schlesinger left for Los Angeles
Cal. He went there to asume
the direction of the strike of
the Los Angeles cloakmakers,
which has been on for several
weeks. The issue of the strike is
the week work system, which is
insisted upon by the Los Angeles

*Cloakmakers' Union Local 52.

Several urgent requests came
from the Californin strikers that
President Schlesinger come there
in person, and at the recent spe-
cial meeting of the general ex-
ecutive board of the Tnternation-
al it was decided that the Pres-

lesinger propised
igbord the Justice an account'of

the Los Angeles situation as he
sees it. Tn the next issue we may
be in a position to print a com-
munication from the President of
the Tnternational.

On his way back S
will stop at several ¢
view of boosting' up our locals

new ones where conditions war-
rant it. His return trip will be a
kind of agitation-tour on behalf
of the Tnternational and will be
of great aid to our remote locals,

Sehlesinger knows how to in-
fiew life mnd vigor wherever
mes,

cedless to sa;

that our best
wishes go with him in his cam-

-paign on behslé of Tabor's canse.)

Now that our organization cam-

paigns havo proved sucsestul ol
along the line' T
order to mvxew the th«:ut c\entu
in our unions, events so trenchant
with the spirit of struggle and
trium

The beginning of the year 1919
was also'the beginning of an in-
tense, feverish activity in the lo-
cals of our Internati
Tocal took up the qu of
44 hour week and ietter wages
for its

Tt so hn|)|n-nl‘(| um in most of
the locals the old
LR
about the same time and new
sercements had {0 be coneluded.

conrse, sorved as oceasion

for sw deminds to bé presented
to_the various associations. The
individual locals drew up their
new demands and submitted them
to the International for endorse-

ent.

Our general office was busy.
Meetings of the various commit-
tees of the locals were called to
discuss their demands and put
them in final shape for persenta-
& cturers’ bodies.
This work done, the office began
arcanging conferences begveen the
unions and the manufacturers of
the several bodies of the garment
trades, Six strgmious weeks were
spent. in offor gain_ for the
Tocals | 2l their tl!-mnnds without

| more’ apparent. that the tramp

, the general strike, wonld
have to be played in order to com-
pel the employers to yield.
Tt fell o the lot of the Ladies™
Waist and Dress Makers' Union

lnnltv and xh\otmn to the cause
of Tabor. was foroed to call a gen-
eral strike in order to make the
manufacturers change their tac-
tics, to recognize the power of the
organization and to reckon with
its demands.

The general strike of the Waist
Makers' Union was called on .7nn
21 and lnsted somel2 weeks.
workers fought
their t-mplnwm §
tional, its officers, its financial
sonrees Mrr«] placed in the service
of Ilw heroic waistmakeres,

strike conducted virtually.
h\- the Tnterenational office was
a model of endurance .ml loyalty
on the part of the st
conld not help nxrr\mz " drs]!s
able influence upon the siste:
trades, in whleh the manufsctur-

Our Recent Strikes
and Victories

" By A. BAROF!
- Secretry-Treasurer

¥
of 'the International

ers were proj rn:f tol] ﬁ‘(hl their
‘workers tooth

Tho strike of u.o,w ‘aistmalkers®
Union which was conducted with.

e T tanght the waist a
dress employers and came to
alize tha nd slmn..s
thing for them would be o eafee
into conferences with the union
and_concede the demands of the
workers.  And so it realy heps
pened. “Whil the
were enguged peuts gnp.
ple with their amplaveu, the In-
ternational, m;
ot e st
ers of the Children Dress, whits
zzoods, wrapper and mo
®mbroidery indust 3
for, the workprs the 44 our wz&. B
a_reasonable_increase in wi
‘minimum scales, and union
asgol vrark
makers' strike ‘was

ey sitiul) The workers ym-

ed,n greater vitcory than
ociinally hoped  for, and
success lind its effect ‘also on ﬂu
Philadelphia situation,
where loeal 15, without a strike,
uined the 4 hour weelé and highe

This camps
tional and IA «11( in I‘n nbow
mentioned indutsries was but
Tt rame ot s orguuxlﬁlu
campaign in other industries,
which are under the jurisdiction
nf the Intem-mml. Both in New
n tho provincial towns.
avities of tho Tntsreustion
al locals reached their high- wnter
mark. The 44 hour week was
the top of the list of domal
presented or about to be presented
to the manufacturers. [ncl'!lm
in wages ral improve-
ment in Mm(hl.lons of work were
demande: all o The
non- nmnn worken and_the lag-
gards of the affected industries
hastened to the banners nf lh-
respective unions, which we
fight decisive hnmrs for. lll ﬂ\.
workers of their trade.
wml\endvp meetings
lymmcnlnrl\ those of the e

nspired by the vision-of '.m‘.;
and ' beter 3
Tt m[wrﬂlmux to say that
| Tnternational took more than
active part i this crusade luf
eter ife. Tt encouraged the
locals by, ocerias ey
greater measure of support
that' given the stronger ones. -
Tha realization that the

L




THE

By S,

m YORK WITHOUT “L"
AND SUBWAY SERVICE
5y mn 45 HOURS
d for-
Bronx
before Brooklyn of hav
ing bappiness and content-
o the ey and i
yeen. Also. Manhal:
the 1 aste ot

d, strikers were not arre
il there vy excitement
Sun-

. S
Amm i mt.-..v and
* “elevated trains stopped deail,
Iate on Monday as if nothing i
happened, the subway and “L”
Tines were agian running.
‘And there is a_reason.

n

strike of employees amainst B

Bt et oo In which the sen.
were sielnt partners.

the charge is true, the strike

i really a new phénomenon in the

& Fealm of inductrial relations, and
ik will be worth while to dwell on
some length.

st
- Three years ago the empln\
of the New Yo A E T
went on strike. The .\ml]pmn(.
B i etting the
| -subway employees to join in the
strike, m that, in spite of the
support on the part
B New' Tork Inbor, r, in spite of
~ the fact that n-m of thousands
the scab-driven
prvformg the
tedious improvised jitneys or t
ing “Footwalk Avenue Tine,
#he strike was broken- and the
Taterboro came ont trizmphant.
Bat to prevent -nn\lu-r strike
= and a strike is : annopoing and
costly even if the stril
‘beaten — the lnmlmm S
*union” of its employees after its
own heart. It provided its pet
“union” with headquatrers P
officials. and, what is better still,
the “union” was furnished gratis
2o its members. No s
paid to business agents and sim-
illrhfrm “h\ vuxle money on
nonsense if the company
hhl care of the affaire of the
um' Another thing. The “un-
” s stablie

mational steered the waist makers
union to victory and helped rais-
i-g the better half of the s:mm;
spent to win the strike, gave new
heart to the workers of the other
trades in insisting on their de-
mands of better wages and short-
er hours. Close upon the conelii-
- sion uf tiie waist maker strike the
Joint  Board of onr
* Cloakmakers’ Union of New Yorl
h‘m making final arrarigements
;n!lt revolution in the
ustry, h has been 50
hri!.hm'.ly L
But of this—next time.

in the agreement betwen the Tp-
terboro and its pet -child.

And so the Interboro and the
Dirotherhood lived in peace for 3

hat time the com-
nu«l the wages of its em-
yees. use the latter
emunded -n increase or threat-
a strike, but because the
kind hv-ﬂn|
that its w n;
entitled to mme increase in ws
in view of the high cost of hm.g
lmmnhn(elv atfendhe B. R. T.
strike the ro again vol-
untecred a m per cent increase
in wajres £ its employees.
wonders upon wonders! — the
Brotherhood refused to acegpt the
raise and dmnnml«l an increase
of 50 per ¢
This was um niuch even for the
The company areed
that it was on the verge of Mank-
and rnuh] not_grant..the
sted that the
workers nppl\"m the co-partner,
the ¢
e o
leaders went to the
to Mayor Hyl lnn he rrce rd lem.
all lml lmn lly and told them

Rmxheﬂmml
x

“put up job.” The compa
T charged, oganised the strike
in order to wrest from the
8 cents fare.

The Brotherhood leaders de-

he charge with great indig-

ustion. They demanded. higher

wages, they said, wuse they
could ot get along on those the
were getting, and as to_the com-
pany's campaign for arf increaséd
fare, it is none of their concern.

The leaders of the company
“unjon” if they turned
rerotidicasts over Right. The
ould have none of arkitraion,

still more that the Brotherhood
strike is but a screen for the In-
terboro ta get an increased fare.
This circumstance explains the
reason why the Interboro showed
so much "lmrnes«" in the strike,
The compan ot so much
rotest -mmd the breach of
contract by the Brotherhood. and
did not make (he least. attempt
to man the trains with seabs, as
it had done Hmﬁ!llv three
years ago. On the contrary, it
jected every offer of seab labor.
Under such circimstances, when
the emplover is himself on the
side of the striker, the latter
could not help win the strike.
ter a few hours of negotiations
the ~¢nkr was settled. The em-

rease in wages and
théts 4lfmnmb1 will be submitted
to arbitration,

The Brotherhood may boast
a unn- but the Interboro, too,

hoist of its organizing .1"1.

iti n s or).'nm/ml a 100 p
cent uni mployees lnd
now, \\Imn the pulrhc will forget
about the strike-charges of the

of

of the union of its own
making. What it could not ac.
complish, through persisent and
costly lobbying at Albany it is

about to
of its own‘union.’
! A oot S ke B
wrhnml in the best invest-
Haat foc emplo

* The 'lﬂx-lm/f e Foreign
Rrhll\ms ('lwl\mlllﬂ‘ who are still

m«- treaty, and np«-ull, to the

, hiad & confer-

-nlluhe President last week

wlich is remarkable for the fact
thyt the npmenm.

prﬁ« e m. iebarred, but on

vited
et Fal pablicity might be g
the proceedings.
The conference or, rather. the
quizzing of the Presiden
over three hours; the ||||c1(|um!
and answers fill several ll.m in
the daily _newspapers. Tt il
therefore, be impossible to
v oF all the qute-
ers_in these col-
umns. But tlm results of the con-
ference seems to be negative. Th
adberents «f e peace
St the Tresdent answered
l»rlllmn(l\ Joory Reeton haes
asked and came ot the
the battle of wits. The opponents
on the other hand are of the opin-
jon that the president said no-
thing new, had not succeeded in
winning over n single one of his
former oppgnents and that things
remain as
The" President argoed . that
peace must be concluded at once
5o that the people know how to
£o_about. their daily tasks; the
S and
F.m-m in_ the, opinion of. the
ent, is largely a_result_of
;m- undecidéd situatiory
peace treat
el the welfare of the
whole world. Tn connection with
this argument it is interesting to
auote the following excerpts from
the debata between Senator Bran:
degee and the P
Senator. Brandey
ident, the situation is
Gopmany s currend
navy, demobilized its
Deen shorn_of. Intge.partins. of
its territo we o do-

against s you stated-in
your address o the Congres, the
there is no fight-
Toe. ik o if Germany ks
sizned the peace treaty and vou
have signed ¢ 3
R Rt b
Fpeace/ ind only the reslution of
Congress that a state of
ATy vear ago: if tha »
which peace
s can be made

say
whichi we ought th be i

Eopt Jhich Repatalesing in HAlE
ing_ with Germany from those
with whom we were associated
Quring the war.

Senator Brandegee—Why?

The President—Because I think
that is a moral union which we
are not at Tiberty to break:

Senator Brande we have
rescued onr fellow - belhgl\rcm
from the Ges
ily and without, any. chivge, and

we prefer not o have any en-
tanglements In our connections
with European powers, but to
pursue our conée 1 wé did before
the war, where is the moral ob-
Tigation to merge ourslves with
Europe forever!

President—1 do not con-

The
stitute it “us-ulerging  ourselves,

ot the

plainest moral oux;um to join |
with_ our axsoc imposing
sirtle somlitione o1 Detek ‘o8

Germany.
We see then that wé could have
I peace with Germany,
r the senate ratifies the
traty or ot Al the President
| "have to do is to

it war with Gertuany is ot

Iy just toward France, Ttaly and
land to declare peace on

own behalf withoug ratifying the

treaty.

AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN
MEXICO

Sa far American troops crossed
e M ariehT ender s oo
urpose of making war. upon
Sexen. <Their object i to et
hold of a. few bandits
who had captured #vo American
“aviators and demanded a ranson
SLEIB00. Th o avintaralass
set free {llll‘ ltl [I‘! II)Py ‘who

Fut thea js o (l~llvnn hat s
n chase after bandits may
in. A few years ngo the Amor}hn
army entered Mexico- to catch
General Villa, but at that time
it was doic with the conesnt anT
approval of the Carranra Gov-
erament. But tho present cxpedic
tion’ was unde-taken
Ciomnk oAl MEticen iy
ment. Oni when {he soldirs had
crassed the o, ‘alone’ Lang-
horne of the American Army
notifedgBemer. | Antonis Friv
the event and asked
Him to announce the fact to the
e 50 that"conflicts

if such . conflict should take
place it will mean war with Mex.
ot & tevirar T it of
allthe hopes and yearnings.for
niversa pence -~

SOUTHERN ILLITERACY.

v THarmonious relatons - between
whites and negroe m th South
enn readily Itivated, m-cm -
mg to one of the in
migration, in 1916- mu uxe
n»,mn on which lias just been
sued through the United blllﬁ
mpunmom of Labor. The report
s particularly, among the ex-
[)e iences of n nuniber of commu-
nities, lhe case of Adams Lonnty,
of which ate he Mississippi, is
the count; . The harmony ex-
isting there, B Lelieves, is due to
the close contact of the leaders of
the tiwo races.

It is significant that in the
older counties which line the eist-
ern banks of the Missi

‘ennessee to the Louisana line,
whem relations between the rices
are fairy gna) white adult male
illiteracy is by counties from one-
half to ane»hflll what it is in the
state as a whole; and that in two
counties notorious for whitezap-
ping and expelling negroes, whito
adult mal i5 50 per cent.
more than for lhe State as s
whole,” the investigator writes,

clations are most cordial it is
asserted, where white illiteracy
is lowest, where communities have
existed for generations and whites

tact; where the soil is fertile;
where, right of trial in court is

‘maintained for negroes and whers
nogroes are encoiraged to awn,




THE AFTERMATH OF WAR

By JULIE

8. POYNTZ

Tndeed dt is only just be-

ginning o rub its eyesi to gase

at the devastation, and to realize

the terrible phght: in which four

s of destructive frenzy have

ft it Oud papets tell us little

the trug state of af-

mmh- (.r um.ﬂm-uw
" that U

our _attention

from llm awful trng«ly that is
\be: tod ncross the sea. We
B 5 e dhet U workers
‘d Europe are lying prostrate in
"an agony of starvation gnd un-

to realize the situation -lwn we.
read the statement of a moderate
man like Arthur I. Henderson of
Nlnml Shat before the winter

1 roxyam o of rage

the people
m whnch the last nm»
ization may be

PSI'
- of Euro)
nants of

here were wise men who said
when the war started that it could
ot lust longer than six months,
that all the nations would under.
goa financial collapses which
would it im

; long
oot couinged xhid the na

into debt,
~penny and the wv:",
generations to come for money to
Sontinge e slaghter. The in-
erease in national drlﬂ. alone has
been two hundred billion dollars
for all the countries Mn«m«l
This debt falls wpon each citizen
45 8 burden nf about $100 as com-
md with 850 before the wa
interest nlm\r on the national
debts is ten billion dollars pe
— ten bilion dalhn interest

But

for the double ends of human wel-

ér Touses, better

achools, better wages, better food,

insurance for the workers against
ccident and old age.

Tn addition to the actual money

sxpened out of the public treas-
there was o tremendons ad:

international trade, commerce and
ustry that was destroyed. In
lh-ps .lona lhe _various nations
s worth

siness and m.nufmur
mg can hardly be computed b

ntic.

, mch for money! What of

Sixty million' men fought

m other in death grapole on all
the battle fronts. Of

again were wounded. Out of every
. two men conscripted in the Great

e e one insither dosd ortmaimel.

Among the t home the

Iy to the yar took oﬂ 0 millions
the war
death reach (lm 14-|rlu total of
17,000,000, & number equal to the
entire adult popultion, of Gee.

V 0 jgland before the wir
Think of a ullemphv which
coull wipe oui of oxistence. a
whole nati A whole nation
ons of human be-

ddition to the actual de-
struction of life we must set down
to the acsount of the war the
wreckage of human happinessiand
the spread of virulent discase.
Tuberculosis developed in the ter-
rible conditions of trench life and
in the home population through
underfeeding

in"n terribl
form affect reat sectionos-of thy
population through the enforced
on of women . through
} and the unnatural
il of the e ah U front. Sy, ph»
ilis is raging in erery countey of

Europe to a d of
agh it .-1.,-5.“1 “de-

glnonty R 20 not only this
g-nmnon bul rv ?um—

garey it, o factories working be-
caud there s no coal to make
h|eﬁll’\‘ because there are no mar-
ls i which o el and e raw
materials to bay, and 110 bunks
ready to supply eredit where they

60 1o clinncy of u profitabl -
turs

l‘lmre. iy a few words, is the
story of tho collapse of the ca
italist sy For it has ml-

m.

Tapsed — hot yet in America,
in adl the countries of Europe.
And the canker of comy w(muu is
eating its way slowly but
into our own economic ¥
The collapse of international
credit must involve us. In an in-
ternational crisis we can't escape.
“The American workers canndt buy
back what they produce in field
and factary. 1nmtum the goods
must be sold to the Brazili
and Chinese. The food which we
produce but cannot ﬂnnl to buy
s mine prices in
nllmr llmls. Thn credit which we
nnot use must be sent ¢ o em-
lov sava, And coolies lu dn the
work which should be done by

our own population.

w result America i bound to
o' Teelt in o Jow years impovers
ished in_ the

when the ’\nlrn\un workers fi
that the wonderful gam

perialism ‘and- foreign’ trade
Tobbed them of their Im\lm‘bl,
has sucked America_ dry in the
interests o Internations! profis
eering, then w expect them
Fanlly. o awiko AN deand
their place in the sun, -'The Great
War s, this greatly ineredsat
evelopment  of Ameriea.
the strengthening of

talist internationalism in
hands of American financiers it
Has astened the economic ovetem
development and
toward the sume final destruction

1||e aftermath nl “I[:r
not merely social revolution b’ut
economic rovolution.  Not
are the masses of the mu-kmg
people awakened, they are being
driven forward pell- umll by for- -
‘ces outside their control and even
their knowledge.  Millions still *
are bound to die through slaugh-
ter, plague and starvation. But
he cconomic forces sweep on,
binding the world rapidly into
a co-operative economic uniey.

Aml what of the hopes a1 hay
piness of human h‘ZE’.?‘ 3
nl the despair wluch the war has
Can wo ever
igures or m
terms of dollars und cents the
nite woe which has fullen tupon
lmmmuw, the ruin  of homes, th
asting of love, of dear
ones, and the griof o n\'\xr e theie ant:
fering? How can we describe the
universal misery and dsperation?
Nor I there’y yet an end. The
close of the war has brought no
relief, no hope. Conditions are
worse than before. The entire eco-
nomic system bas collapsed. The
popul of Europe which had
Frown up arousd thev industsres
like the little coral animals on a
great coral reef suddanly ﬁnd
their place of fixt
basis has u)lln|m'd “Beneath them,
and they find themselves floating.
0 m\wr cither to earn
or to buy, with no means of pro-
ducing or consuming — without
work and without food. We knosw
that in this cconomic system hu-
man life is pomible through a
ted n.of exchange
e Foudl Ceedit e
cessaty to keep the mines and
r. It i the heart which
blood through the en-
Transportation, ships
and Tailroads, /are necesary to
keep goods moving frnm factor,
3 p food mov
ing from th fieds to the great
‘i keep conl moving from
e i s workshops which
cannot_fun_without fuel.  We
3 acturing or pro-
v o prepare the
or

 of 3
cotton,

man use,
rubber, iron.
know that work in field or factory

wool,
And best

is necessaryo provide the wages
with which to buy the necessaries
of life. What then do you say of
a condition where all these neces-
sities of human life ar absent,
where credit, transportation, fuel,
production and food have all
broken down togethor — whers
thero are no wages to bu
Sl olige o ot and il
ing to be bought because there
are.10 ruilronds and ships to car-
1y it, no ds there is
5o coal o run them, no o coul be-

uu.-m o 'railroads

@g Labor

Items E@E

BIG OIL PRODUCERS

URGING MEXICAN WAR

The board of foreign missions
of the Presbyterian church has
made public a report which char-
ges that oil interests are manufac-
turing propaganda to embroil this
nation'in & war with Mexico. The
report was prepared by Samuel
G. Inpun, cmmne secretary of
a

LABOR SCARCITY?

In commenting on conditions in
e conl industry uw Conl Trado
Bulletin 1|o< clarg that “labor is .
growiny momnm,
llu-m are leaving the mines and -
that “their places are not
filled beaum there is no one to
fill them. =
Agmm these assertions may be.
p]lNd statements in o leum;lr

committee of
this church,

Mr. Inman declares that the
American people are being de-
ceived by inspired propaganda
and that “intervention in Mexico
is coming as fast as certain inter-
ests can possibly force it.” These
interests, it is stateed, “are play-
ing not simply for oil wells in

ampico and Vera Cruz, but for
I larger stakes ha

E

A full of
oil. What tln\ want-is 'ur lhe
United States io get ho
ico so that they can e
these billion
property whi
developed

v ni
“of dollars o( oil
h are certain to be

o the future,

ico City . — The
3 an Review publishes
statement of the area of oil

lands held by var
operating in

nti
, known s the
wdray group, hold 1410,
'11 acres, The Standard

mpany is tio. included in the
i, buthrce groups wicls are
declared to be in “complete ac-
cord with the Standard Oil Com-

conteolling. 1930907 atreas and

the _combined  holdings of 'thees

smaller_concerns an

companies total 5,43
“The Mexican secretary of indus-

try and commerce reports

daring the year 1918 the value of

ol exported fro
$140,557.55¢
T ol e

“nd. the govern-
e $11000000 in

to.] export taxes.

e R General
Densmore of the United sm-
rmplaymem ,en v Am

uery of July 15, Jst, the fodeeal
SRR A
the armistice was signed, hous-
ands of miners have been idle”

o Unemployment has been keen:
ndiana, Tllinois *
nml llu southwestern  districts.
Tnemployment in certain sections -
o T Fliness nd. O
such as o create distress and want
amon  large nuniber of miners
and their fami

hisre Ao Aurr il tho

same number of men employed in
and around the coal mines riow as
there were in

tions. due to idleness, Ttalians and

been et Ly the relurn of thou-
sands of men who n the
T v v o

D AGAINST UNTON-

“Keep hands off trade unions”
is the essence of n recent order to
officers of the Ordai part-

seneral Pierce,

officers in charge of wi

declares that “it mm clearly

understoood that there shall be no

abridgement of tho right of mea.

to_join societies, as ]

unions of-any kind, and mhﬂq 3
ferencea
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EDITO

of October 3, 1911,

RIALS I

T0 'I‘IIF RESCUE OF OUR
LIBERTIES

s hardly nocessary to ad-
duce evidences to prove that the
forces of reaction in our country
are doing everything in their
power to stifle lnd suppress every
manifestation of freedom anil
umoulnmmn every effort

®5

ch
such a fearful toll in human lives
and guyp birtht0 80 much human

Kn,m In‘vain that the world be
all made safe for real
ammey. for real peace and for
e o sivo development
of all peacetul lines of pursuit
Tho forces of raction” view
Sach affcts a3 & menacs o
ization, to_the thing they i
‘civilization. d

: od
i Pictionble: dnd. She aystem: of

persecutions in the Czaristic Rus-
sia of ofil is copied freely, Peate.
ful meetings are raided

- of ca

a!wn-l ..-muuom with splendid
research and_popular

alncation 1long all lines, are dé-

stroyed or greatly molested. In

~ word, the counrty which has

.~ world is in grave danger of los-
her_own fundumental liber-
ties — froedom of speech,

- and awsembly, — libertis’ which

nconsidered inviolablo

K .md imperishable before the war
d, but which are now cy

.uy violated by the very forces,

hat pretend ~ to * defend

A

only’ is- there no sign of abate-
ment of this tornado of reaction,
but it seems to be gnining in fury
-nd is vnnmlnilv bent on destroy-
repair all (hnl we

o e o e
“This daomrer shonld not be min-
imized. For the present, it is
true, this retrogressive and reac-
tionary. campnign is conducted in
‘some gise or another. The cham-
_piond of the dark dare not as yet
ke oot . ope challenge snd
defiance of all that is striving

is as yet not directed
Sinst the. fabor movement as

, mor against soci m ism as &
Eolmul and economic thedry,
the present the hlu»k guzmil

These elements are branded as
* the ulcers on the body politic, and
s num be exert
o to eliminate them, thri a s
ggical operation, if need ut
only a blind man cannot see that
the forces of reaction will not
mp h!m Now lhn plmullo s

directed the ana:
%&, the bohhunh, the T.

But before long the entire

nt (ngﬁher with the
e brand-

od s bolshevi xﬁ, nml anarchist,
apd the same argument will be
used — that these elements must
zation will

perish.
And it is for this very reason
that the trade union moyement
should b in the vanguard of the
forces to combat reaction. Tt will"
be fatal shortsightedness i
Inbor organizations:
take steps £o check th
ment upon their liberties.
address ourselves particn.
larly to our own International.
This orpaimtion, fn the coiree
of onths has gained
Nn\nrhble Victories for its mem
rship. These victories are due
primarily to the wonderful spirit
of harmony and solidarity both
of thought and action within u.
nr;zlmunon itself. But the
n Do emall measre 4130 o
hft um Inbor the world
with the urge
oF » better Tife wnrtl\v of human
digaity sl of the digaily, of
those W
Tt is .gmm this nrge that our

may b frastrated o even para-
yzed if reaction will succeed in

s e
see nothign beyond their imme-
diate material interests are indif-
ferent spectators in this invasion
of. Teaction regrettable en-
ough, but they cannot be blamed
for “they know not what' they
do”. Bt this extenuation doés
not apply to our workers. The
tens of thousands who constitute
the membership of our Tnterna-
tional are fully aware of the si
nificance and danger of the pres-
ent sweep of reaction. They can
readily foressesto disastrous con-
mences that must attend the
triumph of the forces of dark-
ess and on. And for
them to remain idle spectators
wonld be treatson to themselers
and their class.
We believe, therefore, that now
when the Tnternational is through
with its own struggles, having
umphed brilintly o il
them, having for the time being
stabilized its own affairs, it would
be but proper for the unions com-
posing it to.call a kind-of con-
vention, if you please, which
should nscertiiin what the Inter-
national is to do and what it can
do at the present moment. What
stand to take in this tide of re-
action and what methods to em-
Doy {of Memming At
We would naturally want to
e the International in the lead
of the crusade against oppression
and persecution, for it deserves
this place both because of its nu-
merical strength and becanse of
the caliber of intelligence of its
members, I