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Evaluation of museum-based resources for 

care home residents with dementia 

Elaine Argyle, Neil Chadborn, Laura Dunk, Jonathan Coope and Louise Thomson 

さMWﾏﾗヴ┞ Plusざが ｷゲ ;ﾐ ｷﾐﾐﾗ┗;デｷ┗W  ヴWゲﾗ┌ヴIW SW┗WﾉﾗヮWS H┞ LWｷIWゲデWヴゲｴｷヴW  Cﾗ┌ﾐデ┞ 
Council .  It incorporates a training programme for care home staff and a series of 

デｴWﾏWS さﾏWﾏﾗヴ┞ Hﾗ┝Wゲざ Iﾗﾐデ;ｷﾐｷﾐｪ ｴｷゲデﾗヴｷI;ﾉ ﾗHﾃWIデゲ ┘ｴｷIｴ  ;ｷﾏ デﾗ ヮヴﾗﾏﾗデW  
cognitive stimulation, reminiscence  and meaningful activity amongst care  home  

residents with dementia.  The facilitated use of this resource  was evaluated using 

;ﾐ ﾗHゲWヴ┗;デｷﾗﾐ;ﾉ ﾏWデｴﾗS I;ﾉﾉWS さDWﾏWﾐデｷ; C;ヴW M;ヮヮｷﾐｪざ in order to  assess its 

impact on residents with dementia . These observations took place over five sites , 

lasted for five  hours and incorporated 45 residents.  This data  was supplemented 

by semi-structured interviews with five care home staff in order to explore their 

attitudes and practices.  Overall  results are  summarised below. 

Overall Activity Profile (Dementia Care Mapping) 

Interacting with others 17%

Being engaged but passively watching 16%

Sleeping or dozing 16%

Recreational activities 15%

Reminiscence and life review 6%

Disengaged or withdrawn  6%

Direct engagement of the senses 5%

Mobilising 5%

Displaying attachment to inanimate objects 4%

Eating or drinking 4%

Expressive or creative activities 3%

Receiving care 2%
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Very distressed  -5

Considerable signs of negative mood  -3

Small signs of negative mood  -1

Neutral +1

Considerable positive mood  +3

 Very high positive mood   +5

Percentage of time 

Overall levels of mood and engagement 

 (Dementia Care Mapping) 

Quotes from semi-structured interviews with care 

home staff: 

さくくく┘W ｴ;┗W ゲデ┌SWﾐデゲ aヴﾗﾏ ﾗ┗WヴゲW;ゲ に and it gives them 

a different look at it as well に ゲﾗﾏWデｴｷﾐｪ デｴW┞げヴW ﾐﾗデ 
┌ゲWS デﾗく AﾐS ゲデ┌SWﾐデゲ Sﾗﾐげデ ﾐﾗヴﾏ;ﾉﾉ┞ ぐｪWデ デﾗ ゲWW デｴW 
more social sideぐざ 

さくくく デｴW ヴWゲｷSWﾐデゲげ a;ﾏｷﾉｷWゲ ｴ;┗W ヮﾗｷﾐデWS ﾗ┌デ ｴﾗ┘ ﾐｷIW ｷデ 
was to see the display and they were also bringing up 

memories which help them to interact with the 

residentざ 

さぐ┘W ｴ;S デｴW ゲデ;デ┌W ﾗa デｴW ケ┌WWﾐ ｷﾐ デｴW IﾗヴﾐWヴぐ OﾐW 
ﾗa ﾗ┌ヴ ヴWゲｷSWﾐデゲ ぐｴW ┘ｷﾉﾉ ｷﾐデWヴ;Iデが H┌デ ﾗﾐﾉ┞ ｷa ｴWろゲ 
;ヮヮヴﾗ;IｴWSが H┌デ ┘ｷデｴ デｴW ケ┌WWﾐぐ ゲｴW HWI;ﾏW ケ┌ｷデW ; 
figure for him and he became quite attached, he 

interacted with her and he was beckoning her to come 

with him, and in the end he was taking her with him 

ヴﾗ┌ﾐS デｴW ｴﾗ┌ゲWぐざ 

Conclusions 

Recent years have  seen the emergence  of many innovative 

interventions within mental health practice which are not 

limited to medical frameworks of understanding and 

encompass diverse ways of promoting health and well-

being.  Such approach is reflected in this evaluation which 

indicates that, for a small investment, this  type of 

intervention has the potential to realise benefits on multiple 

levels. 

Contact  details: Elaine.Argyle@Nottingham.ac.uk and 

Neil.Chadborn@Nottingham.ac.uk  

Findings 

It was found that the  use of  Memory Plus had an impact on three levels:  

• It promoted  the general well-being of residents . 

• It gave staff practical ways of promoting person centred care. 

• Changes in individual staff practice had the potential to permeate into 

the wider culture of the care home. 

Resident and staff responses to the sessions were  overwhelmingly 

positive and during the  observations, positive staff behaviour (enhancers) 

outnumbered  negative staff behaviour (detractors) by a ratio of  14:4.  

There were, however, some  contextual barriers  to implementation, such 

as staff shortages. 

Photograph of one of the memory boxes on display in a care home 
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