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© orn Humnitis srh Assoition
Modern Language Review, ( ), –

IIG AB A: AKIG EE F HE
ABD I ILEA DAI ’ EL
PLEŠI, UDOVIŠTE, NA MOJU NEŽNU MUZIKU
(DANCE, YOU MONSTER, TO MY SOFT MUSIC)

r hs n inorport into nrrtiv tions or thousns o yrs.
ls o ttls, hroi s, grt vitoris n ts r oun in By-
lonin litrtur, orm th min sujt o th Iliad, n rquntly tur
in th ooks o th l stmnt. y r ntrl omponnts in Arthur-
in lgns, pi lls, n mivl romns. uh pitions o not
orrspon to wht is trm wr litrtur in th morn sns. In rlir
works, th mphsis o n lls on th rprsnttion o hroism pit
in instns o iniviul omt, whil th iggr pitur o th struggl
twn opposing militry ors is rlt through pithts or stnr -
sriptions. uh storis o on it hol t thir ntr  hng in soil
n politil powr llgorilly r t on th smll sl o omptition
twn rprsnttiv gurs rom i rnt sis. In th nintnth ntury,
howvr, with th vlopmnt o th morn novl orm, th ro swp o
historil hng is omin with pitions o th iniviul xprins o
omt in th works o ltr ott, Jms Fnimor Coopr, tnhl, n
Lv olstoi. omtims th mphsis is pl on th psyhologil n mo-
tionl rsponss o hrtrs to thir ing involv on  lvl o orgniz
violn yon thir omprhnsion, s in tphn Crn’s Red Badge of
Courage, whil mintining  sns o th wir thtr o wr.  numrous
on its o th twntith ntury hv spurr th tritions o wr writing
whih gn in th nintnth ntury with its omintion o th rth
o lrg-sl on it n its signi n or thos ught up in its izzying
hos.  First orl r, th on orl r, th itnm r, n
numrous othr xmpls hv prou shoking, ontrovrsil, n on-
tst sriptions o th humn xprin o thos on its.  rst o
ths, ginning in , is gnrlly onsir to hv n  wtrsh in
th tiv trnsposition o th xprin o wr to th print pg. Jms
Kni, in his rtil Litrry trtgis o r, trtgis o Litrry r’,
knowlgs th trition o nrrtiv tions out wr ut with  spil
pl rsrv or thos rom th First orl r, sin thy  t  rrti-
ultion o tht trition, n vntully st in motion  ril isjuntur
with it’. xts out th First orl r rw on litrry prnts out
wr, ut th prvious trition is not qut to th tsk o ommuniting
tht prtiulr xprin. is inquy o prior mols hs om  trit

Jms Kni, Litrry trtgis o r, trtgis o Litrry r’, in Literature and War,
. y Dvi Bvn (Amstrm: oopi, ), pp. – (p. ).
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o wr tion in th twntith ntury, s ltr . Hölling rmrks whn
xmining th work o morn Amrin uthors who rnot unlik thir
litrry prssors  r orl r Ilooking or nw litrry thniqus,
 nw lngug, tht woul xprss th vry spi  n unsttling xprin
o th itnm r n its onomitnt soil n politil vnts’.

In this rtil I intn to xmin th ontriution o ilt ronovi ’s
novl Pleši, udovište, na moju nežnu muziku (Dance, You Monster, to my So
Music) to th issus whih hv ogg writrs o tion out wr in th
twntith ntury. ror, th grtr prt o th isussion prsnt hr
onrns th txt o this novl, n in prtiulr thos lmnts o its strutur
whih rtiult th nssry nw lngug’ in orr to xprss th vry
spi  n unsttling xprin’ o th rs o ugoslv ussion in th
rly s. I shll gin with  w introutory rmrks whih xmin
som o th gnrl issus rlting to wr tion rising rom th proxil
position tht th ssntil surity o wr s n tivity gnrts th impr-
tiv to prou nrrtiv tion out it. n, I shll prsnt som turs
o th vnts o thos yrs whih hv n isolt s istintiv o this
wr or proing with my invstigtion o ronovi ’s novl n his
inorportion o xtrmly ns n ovrlpping intrtxtul lyrs whih
r th hllmrk o his work, n th lngug through whih h hooss to
rprsnt th wr’s hos. I shll n with  postsript outlining how losly,
i unintntionlly, his pros r ts th xprin n vnts o th wr,
ringing li n rt in los lignmnt.

 tivity n vnts o wr ollow no logil or rtionl pth or thos
involv.  solir on th ttl l n th ivilin t hom r not privy
to th unoling ovrll strtgy o militry n politil lrs. In most
wrs th istintion twn hom n ttl l is  lurr lin, whil
wrtim poliy is trmin mor y th unxpt ours o vnts thn
vn plnning. Kt Loughlin in hr ook Authoring War xprsss
suh priv snslssnss o rm on it’ s primrily  rsult o th
vst isprity twn th militry nvour n th iniviul ught up
in it’. ul Fussll in his stuy on litrtur n th First orl r, e
Great War and Modern Memory, ommnts on  rlt spt o wr’s -
surity whn h writs: Evry wr is ironi us vry wr is wors thn
xpt. Evry wr onstituts n irony o sitution us its mns r so
mlormtilly isproportiont to its prsum ns.’ Irony is hr th

ltr . Hölling,   Impt o th itnm r on .. Fition: s to s’, in
Literature and War, . y Bvn, pp. – (p. ).

Kt Loughlin, Authoring War: e Literary Representation of War from the ‘Iliad’ to Iraq
(Cmrig: Cmrig nivrsity rss, ), p. .

ul Fussll, e Great War and Modern Memory (xor: xor nivrsity rss, ),
p. .
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xprssion o th ultimt inongruity in th strution o physil ois
or highly strt notions. Dth or th sk o rom my provi 
spirit rllying ry, ut th msur o rom in tim o p tks on
 mor nun n irumspt shp. As Fussll points out, Britin n
Frn wnt to wr in in n o oln’s sovrignty, ut tht wr
mng to ring out oln’s ong n humilition’. At th n o th
on orl r th mns to ring n n to hostilitis or Britin
n th nit tts to pt oln’s pl within th gr ovit sphr
o intrst, limiting oln’s rom to hoos how it might  govrn.

r is no logil onntion twn ns n mns, twn th intn
gols ommunit y lrs to th prtiipnts s rsons or going to wr
n th rsult whih th slughtr pprs to hv tully omplish.

is gnrl irrtionlity pplis to ll instns o mss on it in th
morn worl, suh tht writing out wr in th twntith ntury rvls
n wrnss tht ll wrs r th sm n ll wrs r uniqu. All wrs r
th sm us thy h ollow th sm ssntil strutur. Elin rry
in hr ook e Body in Pain pitomizs th two nssry prts o onuting
wr:  rst, tht th immit tivity is injuring; son, tht th immit
tivity o wr is  ontst’. Hr onis summry o wht wr ntils mks
th point tht in thir vry strutur ll wrs r in som sns th sm.
wo sis om togthr in n intrtl ul, th purpos o whih is to
ltr (to urn, to lst, to shll, to ut) humn tissu, s wll s to ltr th
sur, shp, n p ntirty o th ojts tht humn ings rogniz
s xtnsions o thmslvs’. hil th us n th im i r in h s
o rm on it, th si mns o pursuing wr rmin onsistnt. is
prox unrlins on o th unmntl suritis o wr. In ll, wr is
 ghstly tivity tht lls outsi th norml limits o omprhnsion whn
humn ings ngg in unspkl ts r in xss o ny rsons put
orwr in orr to initit th ours o vnts.

rrtiv tion out wr ountrs to som xtnt wr’s illogil -
surity n snslssnss in its srh or orr n mning, vn i tht
orr n mning r only t th lvl o wht is nssry or th rtion
o  sustin nrrtiv strutur. riting out wr in th twntith ntury
onrns oth n wrnss tht thr xists  trition o suh writing n
 rliztion tht h wr is uniqu. Fition hs to giv som ttntion to
onrt tors, whih my inlu th gogrphil trrin whr on it
unols, th iologil or ntionl ntur o th isput, th ssum us
o hostilitis, th thnologil pprtus vill or us, or th shi ing

Ii., p. .
Elin rry, e Body in Pain: e Making and Unmaking of the World (xor: xor

nivrsity rss, ), p. .
Ii., p. .

This content downloaded from 128.243.46.53 on Fri, 29 Mar 2013 06:59:17 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


Making Sense of the Absurd in Mileta Prodanovi

llins s ors lign thmslvs uring th ours o th on it. hil
rtists n wr  i ult sujt s ing th most xtrm orm o humn
xprin, its vry i ulty is prtly th rson or its nssry rtiultion,
s Loughlin points out:

t, vn s it rsists rprsnttion, on it mns it.  rsons tht mk wr’s
rprsnttion imprtiv r s multituinous s thos whih mk it impossil: to
impos isursiv orr on th hos o on it n so to rnr it mor omprhns-
il; to kp th ror or th sl n othrs (thos who wr thr n n no longr
spk or thmslvs n thos who wr not thr n n to  tol); to giv som
mning to mss th; to mmorilis; to inorm ivilins o th ntur o ttl so
s to ilitt th rintgrtion o vtrns into ptim soity; to provi thrti
rli; to wrn; n vn, through th wrning, to promot p.

Howvr, lthough it is  story whih hs to  tol or th sk o ommu-
niting somthing o th xprin o on it, nrrting wr is  risky n
unpritl unrtking, rrying within it rtin ngrs in whihvr
litrry orm or mo is hosn. Formr solirs in rlting thir xprins
rom th First orl r in tionl nrrtiv or in utoiogrphy, or x-
mpl,   ilmm twn oumntry-styl n non-mimti mos
o rprsnttion:   hronilrs o th First orl r oun thmslvs
torn twn th impuls o intgrting wr into history n th impuls o
monstrting its ril othrnss.’  prolm is tht, on th on hn,
rm on it, mssg into th rtionlizing ontours o  historil -
ount, pprs s th rsult o  nturl ow o vnts, thus nutrlizing its
inhrnt mnss. n th othr hn, s  story so lint rom th mi-
lir n vryy worl, it loss th ility to ommunit th potny o
its trriying onsquns or thos who wr thr.  trnsltion o rl
wrtim into tionl orm riss th hllng or litrtur in th twntith
n twnty- rst nturis o how to xprss suh xtrm strutivnss,
or, s phrs y rgot orris in hr stuy Writing War in the Twentieth
Century, how to mk its inhrnt pistmologil isorinttion, its sns
o xprin “unrlity”, rl’.  prinipl is to  xplor in this
rtil rlt to th ov quottions rom Loughlin n orris. y r:
rst, th n to impos isursiv orr on th hos o on it’; son,

mking its sns o xprin “unrlity” rl’. In othr wors, it is ns-
sry not only to ring ohrnt orr to r on th rgmnts o th xtrm
xprin o wr, ut lso to mk th surity o th vnts mtril n

Loughlin, p. .
Evlyn Coly, History n Iology in Autoiogrphil Litrtur o th First orl

r’, in Troops versus Tropes: War and Literature, . y Evlyn J. Hinz (inipg: nivrsity o
nito, ), pp. – (p. ).

rgot orris, Writing War in the Twentieth Century (Chrlottsvill: nivrsity rss o
irgini, ), p. .
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plpl, to rg thm into th motionl n intlltul horizons o thos
who wr not thr.

In th s  lrg numr o novls wr writtn y rin uthors out
th rs o ugoslv ussion. Dvi Alhri in his novl Mamac (Bait)
juxtposs mmoris out th hos n rulty o th on orl r
in ugoslvi with vnts rom th s. Alhri is lss onrn with
prouing  historil ount in his ontrsting o two prios o grt in-
trnl risis thn with rting  novl in whih, s lislv inikr nots,
rious historil rlitis ru up ginst on nothr, rvling numrous
similritis n nlogis.’ limir Arsnijvi , howvr, in U potpalublju
(In the Hold) hooss to ous on th i ulty or th youngr gnrtion
in Blgr to omprhn th on it o th s in ll its surity.
Gnrlly spking, wrtim onitions ro th usul os whih  n
th norms o hviour n puli morlity, s Fussll nots:   tmo-
sphr o mrgny n th proximity o violn will lwys promot 
rlxing o inhiition ning in  spil honism n lsiviousnss.’ 
tmosphr in ri’s pitl ity ptur y Arsnijvi n othrs riss
rom th spi  onitions t th tim, whih hv n wll oumnt
y mis n journlists. In th Blgr ontxt, this rosion o ivi-
liz norms tks pl in  historil prio o unprnt hos. oung
mn r ing kill in  us whih hols only th intst onntion to
liv historil xprin in th ountry tht ws ugoslvi.  rhtori o
ompting ntionlist progrmms rpls th ommon ugoslv isours
o unity.  nit tions pls th ountry unr  rippling rgim o
intrntionl sntions, nning ll ontt o virtully ny kin n svring
onomi, politil, ulturl, sporting, utionl tis. Entry into n xit
rom th ountry r possil only vi  w ro links with nighouring
ountris. ovrty n isoltion r oupl with th vriious sirs o 
orrupt politil lrship, now llow to oprt unttr y ny outsi
ostrutions. In ths onitions, riminls n m -styl gngs tk to th
strts, working longsi th uthoritis sign in  prvious worl or
th prottion o lw n orr. Fr n hos stroy th rmining trs
o soil ohsion, ling on soiologist to sri th onsquns o

Dvi Alhri, Mamac (Blgr: tuovi kultur, ); Dvi Alhri, Bait, trns. y
tr Agnon (Evnston: orthwstrn nivrsity rss, ).

lislv inikr, History s rum in th ork o Dvi Alhri’, Serbian Studies,
( ), – (p. ).

limir Arsnijvi , U potpalublju (Blgr: , ); limir Arsnijvi , In the Hold,
trns. y Cli Hwksworth (Lonon: Hrvill rss, ).

Fussll, p. .
For gnrl isussion o ths yrs s im Juh, e Serbs: History, Myth and the

Destruction of Yugoslavia (w Hvn: l nivrsity rss, ), n ort oms, Serbia
under Miloševi : Politics in the s (Lonon: Hurst, ).
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vnts o th rly s in ri s th ollps o th ity s  sp o
mornity n urn ulturl intity.

 ris o gngstr ultur in ri is  spi  tur o th xprin o
tht on it. In thir ook on th sujt, Kriminal koji je izmenio Srbiju ( e
Crime that Changed Serbia), Alksnr Knžvi n ojislv ugži -
sri th gnrl  t o this risis in th ollowing trms: In Blgr you
oul s in  onns orm Chigo o th s, Brlin n its onomi
risis o th s, th onspirtoril ir o Csln rom th s, n
th polypti honism o itnm rom th s.’ In thir oumntry
xmintion o th sitution, Knžvi n ugži it instns rom th
history o riss in th twntith ntury. om r rrns to tims o wr,
n, mor importntly, thy ll hv ovious ntnts in th history o
mi ultur, spilly lm. ir omprisons with Blgr r gnrt
y inm imgs: lssi Hollywoo gngstr lms st in Chigo suh s

e Public Enemy, irt y illim A. llmn, ; Cabaret, irt
y Bo Foss, , out  group o rins in s Grmny; Casablanca,
irt y ihl Curtiz, , strring Humphry Bogrt; ult lms out
th itnm r suh s Apocalypse Now, irt y Frnis For Coppol,

. ir list o troul tims n pls hits  nrv with  gnrl puli
whos unrstning o pivotl vnts in th twntith ntury is rivn y
thir ss to imgs n inormtion rom th mi, in this s lm. 
tstimony o ths journlists out thos yrs is  rminr o th rsons
givn y Loughlin or th nssity to rtiult th humn xprin o
wr n th powrul imprssions rt y tionl wr nrrtivs. Astri
Erll rmrks on th signi n o suh nrrtivs or th proution n pr-
sistn o historil knowlg: ht is known out  wr,  rvolution, or
ny othr vnt whih hs n turn into  sit o mmory, thror, sms
to rr not so muh to wht on might utiously ll th “tul vnts,”
ut inst to  non o xisting mil onstrutions, to th nrrtivs n
imgs irulting in  mi ultur.’ ovls, lms, n othr nrrtiv
tions, in this viw, r just s importnt s th oumntry rors l y

journlists n mis or thir ontriution to unrstning th ours
o this n othr wrs, or giving th on it n knowlg st o ioni
imgs whih srv to onns n onvy th xprin o tht prio.
ronovi ’s novl Dance, You Monster, to my So Music provis urthr

rtn ujovi , rn svkonvni vstih goin’, in Grad u senci rata: ogledi o
gradu, siromaštvu i sukobima (ovi : romtj; Blgr: Institut z soiologiju Filozoskog
kultt, ), pp. – .

Alksnr Knžvi n ojislv ugži , Kriminal koji je izmenio Srbiju (Blgr: io
B- , ), p. . All quottions rom rin r trnslt y Dvi orris.

Astri Erll, Litrtur, Film, n th ility o Culturl mory’, in Cultural Memory
Studies: An International and Interdisciplinary Handbook, . y Astri Erll n Ansgr ünning
(Brlin:  Gruytr, ), pp. – (p. ).
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vin o th proutiv ntur o th nrrtivs n imgs irulting in
 mi ultur’ through th omplx systm o intrtxtul rrns rom
whih th worl o his novl is rt.

ilt ronovi (. , Blgr) is  writr o tion, ssyist, n
visul rtist whos work spns thr s rom th rst xhiition o
his pintings in . His rtiv pths in th visul rts n in litrtur
hv ssum similr irtions. H ws soon rogniz s on o th l-
ing’ young tlnts o th rin rt worl in th rly s. His rtisti
mtho ws  n y th ol omintion o intrtxtul rrns n
highly mtphori rprsnttions in th omplx n multi-lyr mn-
ings o his pintings. By th n o th s h h shp his omplx
nrrtiv o postmorn img/min, hrtris y th prominn
o th mthistoril ollg, strssing th thsis tht citation is explicit cul-
tural memory’ (mphsis originl).  signi nt point hr is th mphsis
pl on ronovi ’s us o ittion’ in his worktht is, quottion or in-
trtxtulity. His pinting m mor politilly ngg s  rtion to
th wrs n ollps o ugoslvi in th s. His xhiition tn’
(tnzs’) mrks  turning-point in his work in trms o  mor opnly poli-
til isours’. wo yrs ltr in th xhiition ohvl rui’ (In ris
o th Hn’) on o his instlltions, with th titl Birnam Wood, ontins
 lr llusion linking rsint ilošvi n his wi, ir rkovi , to
th murrous n politilly trgi livs o hkspr’s th n Ly
th. y r two vot oupls who stroy vrything roun thm,
inluing thir ountris n othr milis nr to thm. ronovi ws not
to know t th tim o his xhiition tht th ugoslv rsint n his ly
woul stroy thmslvs too: ilošvi i in ustoy whil on tril t 
Hgu, whil his wi rmins in xil. Birnam Wood lns togthr tloi
myths out th loving rltionship twn th rsint n his wi with
hkspr’s vrsion o stg ottish history to shp  highly votiv
img o ontmporry rin politil li.

hn isussing ronovi ’s litrry output, ritis rw ttntion to
oth th lvl o politil nggmnt in his work n his xprssiv us o
litrry styl. ihomir Brjovi rrs to his rth o gnrs rom proi
to nti-utopin’ n t th sm tim to his onrn with th uss n
onsquns o th intlltul n morl lin o ilošvi ’s ri’.
lislv Gori tkovi , writing out his short storis, rmrks on how

Liij rnik, Mileta Prodanovi : biti na nekom mestu biti svuda biti (Blgr: Fon uji i
kolkij, ), p. .

Ii.
Ii., p. .
ihomir Brjovi , Kratka istorija preobilja: kriti ki bedeker kroz savremenu srpsku poeziju i

prozu (rnjnin: Agor, ), p. .
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h uss th ntsti to unrlin th grotsqu in th politil momnt or
historil orr’; whil ikol trjni mphsizs tht in ronovi ’s -
tionl worl th irrtionl, th hphzr, th xtrorinry is rought to
th rtionl, th usl n th orinry’ through his nrrtiv strtgy o
rlistilly ppropriting th strngst o vnts. ronovi ’s onrns go
yon mthistoril ollg, t lst in th sns tht th mthistoril
imgintion is link primrily to n i o history s somthing w know
w n’t lrn, somthing w n only sir’.  i o history is just
on o th potntil smioti sours on whih his nrrtiv tion rws.
In his tion, historil n politil thms r only vr qul to, i not
suorint to, th prosss y whih mnings r rt, irult, n
xhng. By th mi- s his litrry output ws im t voking pi-
tions o ontmporry rin ultur through  wi rng o intrtxtul
rrns n quottions rom i rnt mi omin in ns nrrtiv
lyrs. His novl Dance, You Monster, to my So Music, nlys in th r-
minr o this rtil, is  prim xmpl o this kin o txt.

 min hrtr in ronovi ’s novl is rko, lis limir or iš,
orn shortly  r th on orl r in Blgr. His thr, ovn, is
 Communist who ought or th ugoslv prtisns in th wr ut who tks
tlin’s si in th isput twn th ovit nion n ugoslvi. His
iologil onvition ls him to try n lv th ountry n h is shot
whil rossing th orr into omni. rko’s mothr ommits suii
our yrs ltr, lving him lon with his mtrnl grnprnts, who hv
littl  tion or th oy. H grows up wnring th strts o Blgr,
mking rins with othr oys living on th g o th lw. His hviour
oms inrsingly wil n h gins to ommit minor rims. Killing 
polimn in  rory whih gos wrong, rko is nlly rrst n whil
in ustoy is tkn unr th wing o  snior mmr o th stt surity
srvi,  ormr prtisn n rin o his lt thr.  o r’s niknm
is tri (th l n,  olloquil trm or thr’ in rin) n h rrngs
or rko to lv ugoslvi, spit his rim, vn supplying him with 
ls pssport n nw intity. rko ontinus his riminl rr ro,
ut h is lso rquir to rry out politil ssssintions or th stt surity
srvi now ting s his prottor.

hil living n opulnt listyl ro, rko hs  irs with two womn,
with Ev in inn n Lur in Florn. H thrs two hilrn with his

lislv Gori tkovi , Žnrovsk grni pripovtk: Iskovi i ronovi ’, in Mistika
i mehanika (Blgr: tuovi kultur, ), pp. – (p. ).

ikol trjni , Lptirov kril’,  rwor in ilt ronovi , Agnec: pri e, parabole,
bitter-sweet . . ., n n (Blgr: tuovi kultur, ), pp. – (p. ).

Amy J. Elis, Sublime Desire: History and Post- s Fiction (Bltimor: Johns Hopkins
nivrsity rss, ), p. xviii.
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lovrs. At th ginning o th wrs in ormr ugoslvi h is rll to Bl-
gr to l  prmilitry ormtion ovr th orr into Bosni, ontinuing
to srv th stt surity pprtus, whih is now n institution o th nw
ri. From his sty in ris h quirs th srvis o two rothrs who
om his loyl totums. turning with him to Blgr, thy om
mroil in th politil n riminl irls in th ity. n o thm shoots
rko on th orrs o th nw his o th stt surity srvi. A r
his th, it is isovr tht rko hs quth six works y th wiss
rtist ul Kl to th lol musum in his thr’s irthpl, Durovi.

 novl opns with th nws o this gnrous n strng qust, whih
us  stir in th intrntionl mi gnis s in Blgr uring th
on it in th rgion.  susqunt vnts o th novl r rlt rom th
point o viw o i rnt hrtrstri, Lur, Evn rom rko’s
prsptiv s h lis ying  r ing shot.  gur o rko is prsnt
in  i rnt light in h vrition o th story, n h portryl o th
hrtr is unrpinn y intrtxtul rrns to othr nrrtivs linking
him to th ouning myths o soilist ugoslvi, to th oumnt rors
o th tivitis o riminls working or th stt surity srvi in th s,
to glmorous tionl hrtrs rom populr litrtur n lm, n to th
rk worl o Drgoslv ihilovi ’s wll-known novl Kad su cvetale tikve
(When the Pumpkins Blossomed).

rko’s mily kgroun insris him in  irl o historil tim,
linking th risis o th s to th on orl r n th mrgny
sitution in , whn th xistn o ito’s ugoslvi ws thrtn y
 on it, oth iologil n prgmti, with th ovit nion. tri tlls
rko out his prnts, thir wrtim tivitis, n wht hppn  r th
wr whil h ws still  y. tri n ovn ought togthr or th pr-
tisns n ltr thy ontinu to work togthr, ut now with rsponsiility
or, s tri sys, i rnt tsks’. Asking rko i h knows whr his nm
m rom, h tlls him tht h ws nm  r thir ommnr, who h
th onspirtoril nm rko. pking o him, tri s, om think tht
h ws  killr, som tht h hth som kin o plot in th govrnmnt.’
rko ws th onspirtoril nm o th prtisn ommnr Alksnr
nkovi , n importnt mmr o ito’s innr irl uring th wr, who
m h o th stt surity srvi, th DBA,  r th wr. 
historin tvn vlowith sris his post-wr utis: H ws in ovrll
hrg o th surity poli, whih xris unrstrin powr to rrst,

ilt ronovi , Pleši, udovište, na moju nežnu muziku (Blgr: tuovi kultur, ),
p. . All urthr quottions will  ollow y th pg numr rom this ition in prnthss.

prv ržvn znosti or tt urity Aministrtion (th vrsion in n. low
rrs to  ltr inrntion o th sm institution).
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imprison n xut politil opponnts without poli hrgs or trils.’
s r th nigmti i rnt tsks’ o th stt’s srt poli to whih

tri llus in his story to rko. ovn,  stunh Communist, tks th
si o tlin ginst th lrship o th ugoslv Communist rty in .
H rsolvs to lv th ountry or th ovit nion, or t lst som oun-
try rinly with th ovit uthoritisor, s tri rmrks to rko, H
st o or whr h thought it ws pris. owrs th omnin orr’
(pp. – ). tri sys tht th srt poli, isovring ovn’s intn-
tions, wit or him on th orr, whr h kill six o thm or ing
shot himsl.   ir mirrors n tul historil vnt rom whih
Fr inglton ri y sris in his history o ugoslvi: n prominnt
x-rtisn, th ormr hi o st , Gnrl Arso Jovnovi , ws shot whil
ttmpting to  to omni on August.’ toris out th prtisn
vitory in th on orl r, th tivitis o th srt poli, th rol
o Alksnr nkovi , th risis o , n th th o Arso Jovnovi
r rinl lmnts in th ouning myths o soilist ugoslvi, ut hr
inorport in th novl s prt o rko’s milil story. rko, ironilly,
rturns t th n o th novl to tk prt in th vnts whih mrk th n
o th on unit ountry.

thr onntions twn th stlishmnt o th nw stt in n
its mis in th s r xploit in th novl through th nming o tri.
Josip Broz ito ws lso known to his wrtim ssoits y th niknm
tri. ronovi ’s hrtr ommnts on his own nm whn h introus
himsl to rko, sying, y nm is tjpn, thy ll m tip . . . An I
think you oul vn ll m tri. Comr tri. ot us thy ll our
rshll tht . . . tht’s n intl oinin, ut I n’t ny tht I lik
it. t’s wht thy ll m in th wr, lthough I ws not ol thn’ (p. ).
His nm is not only  hppy oinin with  historil ountrprt ut
lso rplits his untion in his rltionship to rko. upplying him with
ls intity pprs n sning him ro to gin  nw li, h is st in
th rol o  spiritul thr to th orphn rko. tri’s rl nm, tjpn
shortn to tip, is typilly Crotin, n in this ontxt lls to min th
nm o th Crotin rprsnttiv on ugoslvi’s rsiny Counil in
lt , who lso us th shortr orm o tjpn, tip si . As ting
rsint o ugoslvi in th rly s h lr tht ugoslvi s
to xist’ mist th militry n politil turmoil o th tim. In rono-

tvn K. vlowith, Serbia: e History of an Idea (w ork: w ork nivrsity rss,
), p. .
Fr inglton, A Short History of the Yugoslav Peoples (Cmrig: Cmrig nivrsity

rss, ), p. .
usn L. oowr, Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution a er the Cold War (shington:

Brookings Institution, ), p. .
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vi ’s pros, rko’s surrogt thr ontins llusions oth to th rtor o
ugoslvi n to th hrl o its mis. s rrns in ronovi ’s
novl r thikly intrl with th historil myths o th ugoslv rgim.

 historil ror in this rgr is lss importnt thn th suggstion y
similrity n nlogy whih ronovi ’s tionl pros introus, kin to
Alhri’s nrrtiv thniqu in his novl Bait s not y inikr. rko
n his thr oth work or th stt surity srvi, th son ollowing in
th ootstps o th thr, thir livs r govrn y th tims o hos
n politil instility in whih thy liv, n thy r oth kill y thos
liming to  on th sm si. tri tris to xplin to rko th tmosphr
o thos tims y rrring to th ig issus o tht prio in suh s
Country, inpnn . . . rom’ (p. ).  solut n to n
suh strt notions is rviv in th politil rhtori o th s in ri
n rom whih rko, unlik ovn, is ntirly strng.

ith his utur sur y tri, rko, holing his nw pssport in th
nm o iroslv ltnovi , gos ro, whr som o his rins rom th
Blgr strts hv lry n snt.  stt will llow rko to o s
h plss ut h will  xpt to rry out tsks s n ssssin o émigrés
oppos to soilist ugoslvi.  mnnr o rko’s rruitmnt hos
storis oumnt y journlists n irulting in Blgr in th s
out th rol ply y riminls in th ugoslv surity srvi. An o r
mploy in th srvi or twnty- v yrs, Božir psi , ws intrviw
y Knžvi n ugži or thir ook e Crime that Changed Serbia,
whih ppr th yr or th pulition o ronovi ’s novl. psi
spok out th popl rom th unrworl’ who wr hir to liquit
opponnts o th stt living ro. H ontinus to mit: I issu
ls pssports, tht ws th numr o goo ssoits rom th unrworl.
I lso gv riving lins to th st o thm.’  mnnr in whih
rko ns his wy into th srvi losly r ts th vin o nothr
intrviw rom th stt surity pprtus, who tlls th journlists:  
rvi rruit out % o its ssssins rom th rnks o th riminls.

r wr thr si mthos o ngotiting with thm. I woul ll th rst
on lkmil: th poli isovr tht th riminl h on somthing h
shouln’t hv. It’s point out to him tht it will  orgottn i h rris
out  rtin tsk.’ nr th prssur o impning wr n givn th links
whih lry xist twn th stt n orgniz rim, th support o
thos who wr lry involv in ovrt govrnmnt tivitis ws nlist.
A r lovni’s sussul i or sssion rom th ugoslv rtion in

, uk Drškovi , lr o th rin nwl ovmnt, ll or th
Knžvi n ugži , p. .
Ii., p. .
Ii., p. .
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rtion o  rin Gur to n th intrsts o rs in Croti. 
Gur ws  prmilitry ormtion n, lthough it ws not ormlly prt
o Drškovi ’s , th two wr losly onnt. Its rst ommnr ws
Đorđ Božovi Gišk’, whil its min nnir ws Brnislv ti Bli’. Bo-
žovi ws  known riminl who h oprt in ri n ro, srving 
six-yr sntn in Itly: During his tim in strn Europ h ws rport
to hv work or th DB rrying out ovrt oprtions ginst issi-
nt émigrés.’ ti ws  wlthy usinssmn with intrsts in srp mtl
ling: Howvr, lik his rin n ollgu Gišk, h ws liv to 
los to “unrgroun” riminl irls in ri.’ Almost ll suh lrs
o riminl gngs in ri wr murr: ti lost his li on August n
Božovi on ptmr . rko’s tionl rr rount in ron-
ovi ’s novl rs los similritis to som o ths oumnt vnts.

n o th most mous riminls ssoit with th stt surity srvi
is Žljko žntovi Arkn’, lr o th prmilitry ormtion known s
th igrs n  riminl wnt in Europ or politil ssssintions n
rug tr king’. ny spts o rko’s rr ollow th ontours o
wht hs n rport out Arkn’s rr. In his stuy o th  ts o th
wrs o th s on th urn lnsp o Blgr, ronovi hs this to
sy out him:

 grv o Žljko žntovi Arkn,  riminl with  high position in th poli/
stt surity, n ownr o k shops n usinssmn’, olltor o rt piturs n
ownr o  ootll lu,  suspt wr riminl, mmr o prlimnt n ntionl
hro, kill on Jnury in th hll o th Blgr hotl Introntinntl’is
to  oun in th prstigious w Cmtry.  grv n  sn s th nl
lmnt in th onstrution o th intity (som might sy img’) o this importnt
protgonist in politil-poli-wr-riminl-shionl-sporting li.

ronovi ’s rko os not own k shops or  ootll lu, ut h is
rruit y th ugoslv srt poli, ls  li outsi th ountry s 
prossionl riminl n ssssin s rquir y th surity srvis, n
rturns to l  prmilitry unit in th wr in Bosni. H is lso  olltor
o pintings y ul Kl. nr th isolt onitions o ri sujt to 
rgim o intrntionl sntions rom to , suh riminls m
th nw lritis with thir rih n luxurious listyls in irt ontrst
to th rugry o ily routin xprin y most itizns. y wr sn
to hv r to tk n unonvntionl n ring pth in li’ ollowing

luž ržvn znosti or tt urity rvi.
oms, pp. – .

oowr, p. .
ilt ronovi , Stariji i lepši Beograd, r n (Blgr: tuovi kultur, ), p. .
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whih thy wr now qully ring in thir ptrioti ommitmnt’. Arkn
in prtiulr ws singl out s th glmoris villin’. H provi his
ns with  lnr showing photogrphs o himsl in , whil in th
ollowing yr his mrrig to th singr C ws  hug mi sptl
wth y th whol ountry on  n sol on vio  rwrs. For his
wing prormn Arkn wor wht look lik th uniorm o  rin
o r rom th First orl r. In th worl o morn lritis, rl in-
titis r xhng or mi onstrutions, lurring lins twn tul
oumntry n tionl rrtion. ronovi ’s insription o  irl o
historil tim lirtly plys on intrtxtul rrns to oumntry,
histori, mythi, n mi sours, rting  sussion o rms through
whih th hrtr o rko is projt. s rrns whn omin
in th ontxt o his tionl worl r ontologilly qul to th othrs tkn
rom ntirly tionl sours n whih r outlin low.

ronovi ’s novl is prmt with rrns to hrtrs n typs
tkn rom tionl worls invnt y othrs. His inns lovr, Ev, on
y rivs noti tion o  lrg mount o mony pi into hr nk -
ount. h rlizs tht this mns tht hr lovr rom th pst, rko ut
whom sh knw s iš, is . h is to tll hr son, rtin, tht
his rl thr is not th mn h liv to  his thr, ut n nigmti
orignr. Ev knows vry littl out rko, ut sh lls in lov with him,
sriing him to thir son in glowing trms s  vry hnsom mn who
ws i rnt rom othr mn. rtin rts ngrily, n uss his mothr
o imgining th whol  ir with him, s i  pi o kitsh tion. H sys:

It’s  pity tht I hvn’t r thos romnti novls whih you n uy rom kiosks,
prhps this woul  losr to m . . .  ons out otors n spis. An hospitl
sistrs. As you n s, it ll ts. I’m still not ntirly sur this is really hppning. o
m. o us. I sk you gin, r you rtlling th story o som lm whih you sw on
tlvision ystry, th y or? omthing lik this whih l  ig imprssion on
you. (p. )

Arkn’s img o  glmoriz villin is rorn in rtin’s rtion to his
mothr’s mission o his ptrnity. A similr strtgy is mploy whn
ronovi turns to th story o rko’s  ir with Lur in Itly, xpt
tht th rrn oms  mor lort votion o  spi  tionl
hrtr, Jms Bon.

 son hptr o th novl opns in Florn with Lur oni tking
hr littl ughtr, An, to shool. Lur lso isovrs tht  sustntil sum
hs n posit in hr nk ount, n t rst sh is t  loss to unr-

Din Iornov, Cinema of Flames: Balkan Film, Culture and the Media (Lonon: BFI, ),
p. .

Ii., p. .
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stn whr it might hv om rom. n sh rlizs tht th unxpt
gi o mony oul only mn tht limir, An’s thr n hr lovr, is
now . h rst mt limirrko unr n ssum nmsom
yrs or y hn on  trin going rom ni to om. h rmmrs
thir rst nountr, whn sh ws ttrt y his pprn, lthough sh
oul not guss his g. H rmin hr o nothr glss hrtr rom
tion, Dorian Gray:  mn outsi vry gnrtion’ (p. ). ronovi

uss th sm rrn in on o his short storis, oj t  Bon, Džjms
Bon’ (y nl Bon, Jms Bon’).  nrrtor o this story hrs tht
on o his unts my hv n romntilly involv with  British liison
o r snt to ugoslvi uring th on orl r, Bill Huson. n
isovring tht this sm mn my hv n  mol or Flming’s hro,
th nrrtor gins to imgin tht this potntil unl rlly is Jms Bon,
ut who lik som rltiv o Dorin Gry, rmin orvr young’ s th
yrs roll y. is quottion pprs in  stion o th story sutitl, in
English, From Serbia with Love’. ronovi o n juxtposs non- tionl
n tionl typs, lik Huson n Bon in this short story, throughout his
novl. r r th pirings o Arso Jovnovi n rko’s thr ovn,
th gngstrs who rturn to ri in th s n rko. In ition, thr
r th pirings o purly tionl typs suh s rko n Bon. s ou-
lings n roulings o intity ontinu to multiply s th novl progrsss,
ultimtly lurring ny ssntil i rns twn historil gurs n
vnts n tionl ons.

Lur n rko’s rst mting is rount s i  ontinution o on
o Bon’s vnturs, From Russia with Love. In this novl y Flming,
ltr lm or th inm srn, Bon is rturning rom Istnul on th
rint Exprss with  srtry rom th ovit Emssy to urky, tin
omnov. h hs om Bon’s lovr n togthr thy r trnsporting
 vlul oing mhin whih sh hlp him to stl. ir journy
tks thm through Blgr n gr, n thy ntr Itly on thir wy
to ni n urthr wst. Arriving t rist, th two trvllrs in Flming’s
novl s  mrk i rn twn th sights o Itly n thir journy
through th Blkns:  y gz own t th holiy row.  sun shon
through th tll ln winows o th sttion in goln sh s.  sprkling
sn mphsiz th rk n irt o th ountris th trin h om
rom.’ In ronovi ’s novl, rko hs trvll rom Blgr, ollowing
th sm rout s Bon n tin, ut with Lur witing t th sttion

ilt ronovi , oj t  Bon, Džjms Bon’, in Agnec: pri e, sastavi, parabole, bitter-
sweet . . ., n n, pp. – .

Ii., p. .
Ii., p. .
In Flming, From Russia with Love (Lonon: Hor n toughton, ), pp. – .
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in ni, rom whr th trin turns south. is trin looks to hr i rnt
rom th Itlin ons, hr thoughts hoing th wors o Flming’s novl:  
rrigs wr Bulgrin, ugoslv, Grk, irty, ut still thy wr rrigs
o  sort’ (p. ). Lur sits with rko lon in  omprtmnt, whr thir
 ir gins s sh tks th pl o tin.  lotion o thir rst mt-
ing is typil o  Jms Bon story, in whih trvl, s mrto Eo rmrks
in his stuy o Flming’s novls, is on o th rhtypl situtions’. Lur
lvs th trin in Florn n rko ontinus his journy to om, ut
thy gr to mt gin.  ollowing wkn, h rivs to Florn in
n imprssiv r,  s lk Lni, n xpnsiv, prstigious vhil o
 typ o n ssoit with his tionl prototyp.  rltionship twn
him n Lur vlops in wys kin to Bon’s rltionships with womn.
Lur orgnizs hr li roun his ns n sirs, whil rko tks
hr wy rom hr prnts n puts hr in  t o hr own. As Eo nots:
Bon mts  womn who is omint y him n rs hr rom hr pst,
stlishing with hr n roti rltionship.’ Lur knows vry littl out
rko, who is o n in Itly ut lso rquntly snt trvlling ro s 
usinssmn. H llows Lur into slt prts o his li without ivulging
th whol story, sin, lik th srt gnt, rko hs srts whih h r
not tll.

r r urthr points o similrity twn th two worls inhit y
rko n Jms Bon. y r oth omint y n uthority gur: tri
rings rko into th srvi n ts s his prottor, whil ’ is Jms
Bon’s ontrollr. Arrnging rko’s missions, tri ssums th rol o ’,
who is sri y Eo s th on who hs  glol viw o th vnts, hn
his supriority ovr th “hro” who pns upon him n who sts out on
his vrious missions in onitions o inriority to th omnisint hi ’.
Bon, lik rko, hs n miguous rol s  stt-sponsor killr with o -
il lgitimtion to stroy th nmis o his ountry, ( “lin to kill”)’.
Howvr, rko’s morlly mivlnt sttus is ntut y  orrspon-
ingly iologil mivln. Bon kills rom  sns o uty n in orr to
prvnt rims ginst humnity whih r not irt towrs iniviuls
or iniviul ommunitis, ut rthr towrs ntir ntions, whol onti-
nnts, n, o n, th humn r itsl ’.  villins in th Bon storis r

mrto Eo, rrtiv truturs in Flming’, in e Role of the Reader: Explorations in the
Semiotics of Texts (Lonon: Huthinson, ), pp. – (p. ).

Ii., p. .
Ii., p. .
Jms Chpmn, Licence to rill: A Cultural History of the James Bond Films (Lonon:

uris, ), p. .
Christophr Linnr, Criminl ision n th Iology o Dttion in Flming’s ris’,

in e James Bond Phenomenon: A Critical Reader, . y Christophr Linnr (nhstr: n-
hstr nivrsity rss, ), pp. – (p. ).
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intnt on worl omintion, or whih thy r willing to initit ts o mss
strution n us vrything n nything to hiv thir gols. rko, on
th othr hn, kills iniviuls who rprsnt th iology o thos strn
politil trns whih Bon protts. In th n, on his rturn to ri in th
rly s, rko oms prt o  militry mhin implit in rims
ginst humnity. In thir stuy o th Jms Bon gur, Bond and Beyond,
ony Bnntt n Jnt oollott s him s on o thos populr hros
who rk r rom th originting txtul onitions o thir xistn to
hiv  smi-inpnnt xistn, untioning s n stlish point o
ulturl rrn tht is pl o workingo prouing mningsvn
or thos who r not irtly milir with th originl txts in whih thy
rst m thir pprn’. ronovi tps into this rih sm o ulturl

rrn-points, insriing his hrtr with miguous onnottions rom
th worl o Jms Bon.

rko is not only link to th glmorous signiying potntil o Jms
Bon, ut lso to Drgoslv ihilovi ’s novl When the Pumpkins Blos-
somed. ihilovi ’s nrrtor is  rin émigré living in wn, Lju
rtnovi , rlling his youth in Blgr n th rson why h l th
ountry. His olsnt yrs r mrk y povrty n  li on th gs o
riminlity.  novl is rgr s n xmpl o th nw, gritty rlism in
rin pros o th lt s, piting  ritil pitur o urn priv-
tion in soilist ugoslvi t os with th rosy imgs o onstnt onomi
n soil progrss promot y th rgim.  nrrtor tks up oxing,
joining  Blgr lu, whr h lls unr th in un o th lol o il
rom th Communist rty,  mn ll riši ut mor ommonly known
y his niknm tri. H russ to hlp whn Lju’s rothr is rrst or
llgly tking tlin’s si in th isput. Lju is ll up or militry
srvi whn h hrs tht his sistr hs ommitt suii  r ing rp.
H isovrs th intity o th rpist, th lr o on o th lol gngs,
tol Apš, n rsolvs to kill him. n his ishrg rom th rmy, h ns
tol n ts him to th. For r tht th poli r los to isovring
th truth o his rim h s th ountry, mrrying n sttling own in
wn. H is homsik, ut vn whn h rivs ul ntionlity h is is-
tur tht h is not invit k to ugoslvi. Fling unwnt y his own
ountry, h hs only on hop, tht t lst som smll, lvr wr rks out’.

is thought givs him som omort: thn thy will  nitly ll m k’.

ony Bnntt n Jnt oollott, Bond and Beyond: e Political Career of a Popular Hero
(w ork: thun, ), p. .

In  strng oinin o tionl livs, th British srt gnt is on  mission in ri
t th ginning o th ltst Bon novl.  J ry Dvr, Carte Blanche (Lonon: Hor n
toughton, ).

Drgoslv ihilovi , Kad su cvetale tikve (ovi : ti srpsk, ), p. .
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om tils rom th novl When the Pumpkins Blossomed r rpt
in Dance, You Monster, to my So Music.  protgonists o oth storis r
mmrs o strt gngs, on th g o th lw, who rqunt th lol n
hlls in orr to prn thmslvs in ront o th girls. n o Lju’s vourit
vnus is ll th vzino, whr h mts  girl rom Krgujv who
hs om to Blgr s  stunt, n s suh sh is  ut ov th oys in
Lju’s quintn. rko, rlling his youth, lso rmmrs th ns
t th vzino n th girls rom goo milis who lik to irt with th
tough guys’ (p. ). Lju rmmrs tht th oys ll us to rry spil
knivs in thir pokt’, whil rko lso rlls th loths whih m
 sttus symol, motor sootrs, n th rst knivs’.  nms o th
oys in rko’s gng, iki rngutn n Drk  Dor ol, ho th nms
o oys whom Lju knows, it jmun (it th onky) n Drgn
tojiljkovi (ll Drgn ). Lju’s rothr, limir, lvs ugoslvi
 r his rls rom prison n gos to Itly; whil rko opts th lis o
limir whn h mts Lur on his journy through Itly. Finlly, th wr
whih Lju hops or, whih will provi him with th opportunity to rturn
hom, oms th us or rko’s ontrollrs to rll him to Blgr
 r mny yrs living ro.

 omplx ollg o isourss through whih th hrtr o rko
mrgs omins th myths o soilist ugoslvi with th rkr worl o
Blgr’s urn rlity, th miguous glmour o th riminl unrworl
with th nw politil lss ling ri into wr. s onntions r
lmost surrl n t th sm tim mlmti o th on it o th s
in its rin ontxt. ronovi ’s nrrtiv thniqu n th rng o his
intrl rrns rvl, s Hölling rmrks on th intrsts o Amrin
uthors writing out itnm, tht h is xprssing not only th spi  n
unsttling xprin o rm on it ut lso th wir soil n politil
vnts whih orm n inspl prt o tht wr. H is using lry known
nrrtivs s ulturl rrn-points in orr to prou ioni imgs o th

s in wrtim Blgr. His work is mor thn  r tion o n xtrnl
rlity, s Erll points out, it provis  rmwork in whih to imgin n
prsrv thos vnts: It is th pttrns riv rom th mi ulturs w
liv in, spilly (lit o n unintntionlly) rom tions, tht shp our
i o rlity n our mmoris.’ ronovi sturts his novl with intr-
txtul rrns rom vri sours, projting thir onnottions onto th
smnti lvl o his own work, ing to his tionl worl thir qulity s

Ii., p. .
ihilovi , Kad su cvetale tikve, p. ; ronovi , Pleši, udovište, na moju nežnu muziku,

p. .
Erll, p. .
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nrrtivs whih hv lry ontriut to shping  gnrl unrstning
o rlity.

 two rothrs whom rko prsss into his srvi whil in ris usy
thmslvs ll th tim, suh tht thy rmin him o Disny’s two hipmunk
rtoon hrtrs Chip n Dl,  r whom h nms thm in rin s
ik n k. y rrng rko’s mov k to Blgr y rnovting th
hous in whih h ws orn, trnsorming it into  morn, hi-th vill. k
tks stok o wht is hppning in Blgr n is to go into th lu-
rtiv usinss o nking. rivt nks m on o th ioni symols o
Blgr li in th rly s, o ring hug rts o intrst on orign ur-
rny posits until th y tht nw posits rn out n th intrst oul
no longr  pi, using th whol pyrmi to ollps. k’s usinss
vntur is ompr to tht o th rl orrupt usinssmn with onntions
in th highst lvl o govrnmnt, Gz Jz, ownr o th privt nk
Jugosknik (p. ). ik is not so sussul s  usinssmn n is lmost
kill or his ts. H ows mony to on o th ity’s gngstrs with th
niknm Gumni’, whos mn tk him to  srp mtl yr similr to
thos own y th rl usinssmn ti , whr thy intn to tortur
n kill him. ik is sv t th lst momnt y th o r in th surity
srvis who hs tkn ovr tri’s position, ut in rturn or his li h hs
to kill rko. hn ik shoots rko in his juzzi, th nrrtor rmrks
tht sin th killr i not know who Jn-ul rt ws, th murr is
not  quottion. H ontinus to point out tht ik, lt’s  honst, i not
vn know wht  quottion is’ (p. ). is piso n th nrrtor’s ironi
ommnt rws urthr ttntion to th unmntl strutur o th novl
s  tissu o ittions.

As h lis ying, rko rlls sns rom his pst. In th mmoris o
his youth, h ss th strts o Dor ol, th town istrit whr his rins
liv. s imgs lso ontin rrns to th lms whih h n his
rins woul wth t th lol inm, in prtiulr lms out gngstrs,
th Chigo unrworl o th s’ (p. ). H rlls th llr whr h
n his rins us to mt:   gng us tht llr s  “hiout”,  pl
or mting n sitting togthr’ (p. ).  rrns to lms out rim
in Chigo uring th s n th llr us y th oys llu to th
lm Angels with Dirty Faces, strring Jimmy Cgny. In t, on o rko’s

rins rom tht prio vn hs th niknm Cgny’ (p. ). Cgny
plys th rol o oky ullivn,  gngstr rturn to th rough strts o
his hilhoo, whr h mts  gng o lol oys with  llr hiout n
who ioliz him. n o oky’s ol rins, now  prist, is onrn t th
in un oky hs ovr th oys n wnts to rk th yl o violn

uh illiit tivitis r lso ll onzi shms.
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whih th povrty o th strts gnrts. hn oky is rrst or murr
n sntn to th, th prist sks his ol rin to go to th ltri hir
pling or his li so tht h will not om  mrtyr to th oys.  gng-
str russ. Howvr, on his wy to th xution hmr h rks own,
pling not to  kill.  lm links th novl to th oumnt vnts o
th s in Blgr, in whih riminls r th nw lritis n Arkn
is inti  s th inspirtionl rol mol or th youngr gngstrs’. 
rsult is  urthr pning o th hrtr o rko in his tionl worl
y rrn to two othrs who r not mntion y nm ut who hv
 ghostly prsn in th strutur o ronovi ’s txt, oky ullivn n
Arkn.

n o th hptrs in ronovi ’s novl is nrrt rom th point o
viw o Đuri jkovi ,  lol rr, whos story onnts som o th
sour txts inorport in th work. As  young oy, Đuri ll rom  tr,
 r whih h gn to stmmr.  othr oys ts him mrilssly until
olk, rko’s oyhoo rin, took him unr his wing. olk is nothr

o tri’s protégés snt ro s n gnt o th ugoslv srt srvi.
A r his rll to Blgr t th ginning o th s, rko snt ik
to rrng or Đuri to visit him t hom to ut his hir.  rr sts
o on his rst visit with trpition, not knowing xtly whr h is going,
only tht his mystrious ustomr livs in th lit prt o town, Dinj. H
ils to rogniz rko rom his youngr ys n tris to lot him in
his ontmporry soil worl. H mixs togthr inormtion whih h hs
gthr rom ovrhring th gossip o ustomrs in his shop, rom visions
o luxury living sn in Amrin sop oprs, n rom intrviws h hs
sn with gnrls, who r sn mor n mor o n on tlvision’ (p. ).
Evn  r h spots  mou g uniorm n muy oots through n opn
oor in rko’s hous, h still nnot guss th ouption o his nonymous
ustomr: An  r lngthy onsirtion h i not know how to put to-
gthr  whol pitur o th unknown mn’ (p. ). Đuri is rtin only
tht ik, who is with him uring his whol visit, must  th rothr o th
mn in whos nk h n his wi posit ll thir li svings. A hir hs
n st up or Đuri to ut rko’s hir, to whih h rts in th ollowing
wy: Like an electric chair, Đuri thought, who h sn this mhin in
n Amrin lm, all on its own in the middle of a room’ (p. , mphsis
originl).  hir pr gurs th rrn to th lm Angels with Dirty Faces
n rko’s murr in th sm hous. is piso introuing Đuri
itsl mults  pttrn o thos on th priphry trying to mk sns n
giv mning to vnts n xprins rom th wr.  hrtr mks
us o inormtion rwn rom oumntry, historil, nighourhoo, n

Iornov, p. .
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mi sours, whih r msh with th tionl n mythil sours
spr throughout th novl nrihing th onnt lyrs o intrtxtul
rrns.

ronovi ’s nrrtor r ts on th prnts or wr litrtur xistnt
in th trition o th litrry orm whn h ommnts on th on it in
Bosni t th ginning o th novl:

omon hs si tht it is  postmorn wr’,  wr ompos o th vry quottions
tkn rom th history o worl wrr: mss killings o ivilins, sigs o towns
similr to thos in mivl tims ut using th most up-to-t wponry, wrr
y lis, hostgs n thir xhngs, tying nmy solirs to ilitis o prtiulr
signi n to prvnt thir ing om, orintl spilitis with hs lv
rom thir ois, rp n mps. (p. )

His thoughts xprss hr ho thos o Elin rry, t th ginning o
this rtil, tht th strutur o wr rpts itsl h tim. is rptition
is hin  ommon trn in wr writing towrs intrtxtulity us o
th similrity o xtrm orms o xprin, s not y Kt Lough-
lin, Liknss o xprin hs itsl om  trop:  omplx mting o
rprsnttion n rlity pl o urthr xploittion.  rsult is tht
rprsnttions o wrslik th wrs thmslvsr o n hvily intrtx-
tul (or intrllil).’ At th sm tim, Loughlin lso points out th
proxil position o wr tion in hr sttmnt  t h wr i rs
rom vry othr is yon qustion.’ is tnsion twn th gnrl
strutur o rm on it n th uniqu shp o h instn is mgni-
 in ronovi ’s novl.  historil ontxt o th wr s givn in his

nrrtiv n  unrstoo only mist th totlity o  smioti systm
gnrt y th whol o ulturl xprin. An yt, this wr prous
onsquns n runs  ours whih is uniqu. Its singulrity sts it prt
n, nvr hving n sn or, is why th xprin nnot  thom
or unrstoo.  horrors o vnts in whih rko tks prt in Bosni,
ri y rll s h lis ying (pp. – ), r iniviul pisos o th
gnrl  ts o wr numrt t th ginning. But whn rtiult, n
th vitims o wr r inti  s humn ings, ths pisos om
spi . Evnts suh s th xution o ivilins n thir uril in mss
grvs with th hlp o  mhnil iggr, rko’s isovry o svr
hs looking lik msks, th rtring o prisonrs, st in n roun pls
lik rjvo n išgr with th prsn o intrprtrs working or th
intrntionl p-kping ors, rt spi  imgs o th wr in Bosni.

 soil n politil irumstns whih ring rko to th ront lin
o r  prtiulr nrrtiv shp whih othr wrs o not possss.

Loughlin, p. .
Ii., p. .
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In onlusion, ronovi ’s novl Dance, You Monster, to my So Music
s n xmpl o morn wr litrtur to som xtnt on rms n mpli-
s Loughlin’s rsons or th nssry rtiultion o wr in nrrtiv
tion. His pros imposs  nrrtiv or isursiv orr on vnts whih

othrwis r yon omprhnsion. is t rprsnts  ror, or pr-
hps it woul  mor urt to sy  onrtiztion, o prtiulr imgs
tht will orm th sis o th nrrtiv o th wr.  vnts r pl
in  longr tim-rm omining historil, tionl, n mythi isourss
without norsing th uthntiity o on in prtiulr.  uthor xplors
th istintiv onitions o knowlg in rltion to this prtiulr on it
n how signiying systms r tivt whih mk th irumstns sso-
it with wr prt o our horizons o xpttions not in rltion to tul
vnts’ ut mor in tun with  non o xisting mil onstrutions’ s
sri y Erll. H ommots th mning o vnts rlting to this
prtiulr wr into th wir soil n ulturl pttrns o rption. s
ns pttrns, in turn, rw ttntion to hins o vnts linking th min
hrtr to th wr in Bosni, to th politil struturs in ri promoting
th ountry’s involvmnt in th risis, n to th wir mythi nrrtiv o
ugoslvi. rko n th othr hrtrs r prt o th systm o signi-
tion, orming n orm t th intrstions o intrtxtul rrns,

quottions o th lry known. I not rsponsil or th us o on it,
thy r prt o th mning-mking systms whih surroun n prmt
th on it, ommuniting th ror o vnts n intgrting thm on
th smnti lvl. s pttrns o mning r, in  t, ronovi ’s
nw lngug’ xprssing th vry spi  n unsttling xprin’ o this
on it. His omintion o sours o rs nrrtiv prnts or wht is
unprnttht is, this prtiulr wr with its spi  ours n vnts,
ommuniting its ssntil unrlity or surity s th rlity o th humn
xprin o wr.

A susqunt vnt, th nl rkoning or th wr rims trils in 
Hgu, oul  ppn s  postsript to ronovi ’s novl, monstrt-
ing th shping o rlity y pttrns gln rom tionl nrrtiv, or th
los proximity twn rt n li. n July th lst wnt rin
wr riminl rom th on its o th s, Gorn Hži , ormr rsint
o th puli o rpsk Krjin, in hiing sin July , ws rrst in
northrn ri. In n rtil th ollowing y in th nwsppr Politika it
ws mintin tht h h rturn to ri in orr to lim  pinting y
Amo oiglini ntitl Portrait of a Man, whih h h l in th r
o  rin.  Politika journlist writs: It ws stlish tht th pitur
ws ought y mony rom smuggling oil, in whih, mong othr  irs, th
ormr rsint o th K ws involv uring th wrs on th trritory
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o Croti n Bosni.’ In thir invstigtion into Hži ’s whrouts,
th poli h trmin tht h ws running out o mony n i to
wit until th ugitiv tri to ollt his pinting in orr to sll it. Although
rrn to oiglini’s pinting ws soon ropp, th story o his rrst
rs n unnny rsmln to th initil vnt in ronovi ’s novl, whn
rko’s story gins with th unxpt pprn o Kl’s pintings rom
his olltion.

  D 
Dušn lskovi , hpšn Gorn Hži ’, Politika, July , p. .

This content downloaded from 128.243.46.53 on Fri, 29 Mar 2013 06:59:17 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

