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Өڷ۠ٷ۝ۣۣۗۛ۠ۙٷۜۗۦۆڷ۝ۘۛۙۦۖۡٷЂۣ۩۠ٷۢۦ
ЂۆҖӨۛۦ۝ۘۛۙғۣۦۖۡٷғۗۧ۠ٷۢۦ۩ۣ۞ҖҖۃۤۨۨۜ

ẬẸậẽẴắẲẰΝẽẮẳẬẰẺặẺẲẴẮẬặΝẺỀẽẹẬặ̀ڷۦۣۚڷ۝۪ۗۙۧۦۙۧڷ۠ٷ۝ۨ۝ۣۢۘۘۆ

ۙۦۙۜڷӨ۠۝ۗ۟ڷۃۧۨۦۙ۠ٷڷ۝۠ٷۡٮ
ۙۦۙۜڷӨ۠۝ۗ۟ڷۃ۝ۤۨ۝ۣۢۧۦۗۧۖ۩ۑ
Өۣۡۡۙڷۃ۝ۢۨۧۦۤۙۦڷ۠ٷ۝ۗۦӨ۠ۙۦۙۜڷ۝ۗ۟
ےۙ ۙۦۙۜڷӨ۠۝ۗ۟ڷۃڷۙۧ۩ڷۣۚڷۧۡۦ

ۦٷۙۤۑڷۘۢٷڷۘۦۣ۫ۑڷۙۜۨڷۣۚڷ۝ۨۦ۝ۤۑڷۙۜے

ۙۗۦٷۙێڷ۟ۦٷی

Өڷ۠ٷ۝ۣۣۗۛ۠ۙٷۜۗۦۆڷ۝ۘۛۙۦۖۡٷЂۣ۩ڷ۠ٷۢۦҖڷڿھڷۙۡ۩ۣ۠۔ڷҖڷڽڼڷۙ۩ۧۧٲڷҖڷۤۤڷۃڿڽڼھڷۺۦٷ۩ۦۖۙٯڷҢҢڷҒۀڿڷ
өڼڽڷۃٲۍғۀڽڼڽҖۂڼۑҢڿڽڼھڷۺۦٷ۩ۦۖۙٯڷہڼڷۃ۝ۣۢۙ۠ۢڷ۝ۧۜۙۘ۠ۖ۩ێڷۃہۀڼڼڼڼڿڽڿۀۀۀۂ

ہۀڼڼڼڼڿڽڿۀۀۀۂҢۂڼۑٵۨۗٷۦۨۧۖٷҖۛۦ۝ۘۛۙғۣۦۖۡٷғۗۧ۠ٷۢۦ۩ۣ۞ҖҖۃۤۨۨۜڷۃ۝ۗ۠ۙۨۦٷڷ۝ۧۜۨڷۣۨڷ۝ۢ۟ۋ

ۃ۝ۗ۠ۙۨۦٷڷ۝ۧۜۨڷ۝ۨۙۗڷۣۨڷۣ۫ٱ
ٷۙۤۑڷۘۢٷڷۘۦۣ۫ۑڷۙۜۨڷۣۚڷ۝ۨۦ۝ۤۑڷۙۜےڷғۀڿڽڼھڿڷۙۗۦٷۙێڷ۟ۦٷی Җۀڽڼڽғڼڽۃ۝ۣۘڷۀڿҢҢҒڷۤۤڷۃڿھڷۃ۠ٷۢۦ۩Ђۣڷ۠ٷ۝ۣۣۗۛ۠ۙٷۜۗۦۆڷ۝ۘۛۙۦۖۡٷӨڷғۦ
ہۀڼڼڼڼڿڽڿۀۀۀۂҢۂڼۑ

ۙۦۙۜڷӨ۠۝ۗ۟ڷۃڷ۝ۧۧ۝ۣۢۧۡۦۙێڷۨۧۙ۩ۥۙې

өۣۣ۫ۢ۠ۃۤۨۨۜڷۣۡۦۚڷۘۙۘٷҖҖ۞ۣ۩ۧ۠ٷۢۦғۗ۝ۘۛۙۦۖۡٷғۣۛۦҖӨۆЂہھڽڷۃۧۧۙۦۘۘٷڷێٲڷۃғڿۀھғھғۀڽڼھڷۺٷیڷڼھڷۣۢڷۀۀ
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TheȱSpiritȱofȱtheȱSwordȱandȱSpear

MarkȱPearce

FromȱtheȱNorseȱsagasȱorȱtheȱArthurianȱcyclesǰȱweȱareȱusedȱtoȱtheȱconceptȱthatȱtheȱwarriorȂsȱ
weaponȱhasȱanȱidentityǰȱaȱnameǯȱInȱthisȱarticleȱIȱshallȱaskȱwhetherȱsomeȱprehistoricȱweaponsȱ
alsoȱhadȱanȱidentityǯȱUsingȱcaseȱstudiesȱofȱLaȱTèneȱswordsǰȱearlyȱIronȱAgeȱcentralȱandȱ
southernȱItalianȱspearheadsȱandȱmiddleȱandȱlateȱBronzeȱAgeȱtypeȱBoiuȱandȱtypeȱSauerbrunnȱ
swordsǰȱIȱshallȱargueȱthatȱprehistoricȱweaponsȱcouldȱindeedȱhaveȱanȱidentityȱandȱthatȱthisȱ
hasȱ importantȱ implicationsȱ forȱ theirȱ biographiesǰȱ suggestingȱ thatȱ theyȱmayȱ haveȱ beenȱ
conservedȱasȱheirloomsȱorȱexchangedȱasȱprestigeȱgiĞsȱforȱmuchȱlongerȱthanȱisȱgenerallyȱ
assumedǰȱwhichȱinȱturnȱimpactsȱourȱunderstandingȱofȱtheȱdepositionȱofȱweaponsȱinȱtombsǰȱ

whereȱtheyȱmayȱhaveȱhadȱaȱȁguardianȱspiritȂȱfunctionǯ

theȱpersonsȱandȱeventsȱtoȱwhichȱitȱisȱconnectedȂǯȱTheyȱ
illustrateȱthisȱpointȱthroughȱTrobriandȱkulaȱexchangeǯ

Inȱ thisȱ articleȱ Iȱ shallȱ takeȱ anȱ approachȱwhichȱ
isȱ relatedȱ toȱ thisȱ laĴerȱ trendǰȱbutȱ ratherȱ thanȱ tryȱ toȱ
examineȱ theȱ biographyȱofȱ someȱprehistoricȱ swordsȱ
andȱspearsǰȱIȱwantȱtoȱposeȱtheȱquestionǱȱwasȱanȱidentityȱ
aĴributedȱtoȱsomeȱprehistoricȱweaponsǵȱByȱusingȱtheȱ
termȱȁidentityȂȱIȱdoȱnotȱmeanȱtoȱargueȱthatȱprehistoricȱ
weaponsȱwereȱregardedȱasȱequivalentȱtoȱhumansǰȱbutȱ
ratherȱ thatȱ theyȱhadȱ someȱ sortȱ ofȱ spiritualȱpersonaȱ
ǻwhichȱmayȱorȱmayȱnotȱhaveȱbeenȱnuancedȱasȱregardsȱ
aspectsȱ suchȱ asȱ genderȱ orȱ ethnicityǼȱ withȱ itsȱ ownȱ
specięcȱagencyǰȱbelievedȱtoȱhaveȱitsȱownȱintentionȱandȱ
volitionǯȱThisȱmightȱhaveȱbeenȱperceivedȱasȱsomeȱsortȱ
ofȱinȬdwellingȱspiritǯ

Inȱorderȱ toȱanswerȱ theȱquestionȱasȱ toȱwhetherȱ
anȱidentityȱwasȱaĴributedȱtoȱsomeȱweaponsȱweȱneedȱ
toȱaskȱhowȱweȱcanȱknowȱwhenȱsomethingȱhasȱbeenȱ
aĴributedȱanȱidentityǯȱIȱwouldȱargueȱthatȱoneȱwayȱisȱ
whereȱitȱhasȱbeenȱassignedȱaȱnameǰȱbecauseȱweȱgiveȱ
namesȱtoȱthingsȱtoȱwhichȱweȱaĴributeȱaȱmeasureȱofȱ
personhoodǰȱandȱthereforeȱagencyȱǻDobresȱŘŖŖŖǼǯȱForȱ
exampleǰȱweȱgiveȱnamesȱtoȱpetsǰȱbutȱnotȱnecessarilyȱ
toȱ farmȱ animalsǯȱAnotherȱwayȱ thatȱweȱ aĴributeȱ anȱ
identityǰȱorȱsomeȱsortȱofȱpersonhoodǰȱtoȱanȱobjectȱisȱ
byȱgivingȱitȱeyesǰȱaȱfaceȱorȱanȱanthropomorphicȱformǯ

Onȱtheȱbasisȱofȱ theseȱ twoȱobservationsǰȱ Iȱ shallȱ
useȱsomeȱdiěerentȱclassesȱofȱevidenceȱtoȱargueȱthatȱ
prehistoricȱweaponsȱcouldȱindeedȱhaveȱidentitiesǯȱFirstȱ
Iȱshallȱuseȱtheȱcomparativeȱmethodǰȱlookingȱatȱbothȱ

Thereȱ areȱ manyȱ waysȱ inȱ whichȱ weȱ canȱ approachȱ
prehistoricȱweaponsȱǻPearceȱŘŖŖŝǼǱȱweȱcanȱstudyȱthemȱ
typologicallyǰȱtoȱseeȱhowȱtheirȱformȱisȱrelatedȱtoȱtheȱ
sequenceȱofȱtypesǰȱandȱweȱcanȱalsoȱuseȱthatȱinformaȬ
tionȱ toȱ dateȱ themǰȱ assigningȱ themȱ toȱ chronologicalȱ
horizonsǯȱWeȱcanȱexamineȱthemȱfunctionallyǰȱandȱtryȱ
toȱassessȱhowȱeěectiveȱtheyȱwillȱhaveȱbeenȱasȱweapȬ
onsǰȱorȱperhapsȱasȱparadeȱparaphernaliaȱratherȱthanȱ
utilitarianȱequipmentǯȱWeȱcanȱlookȱatȱuseȱwearȱandȱtryȱ
toȱreconstructȱhowȱandȱforȱwhatȱpurposeȱtheyȱwereȱ
usedǯȱOrȱweȱcanȱexamineȱthemȱfromȱaȱmetallurgicalȱ
pointȱofȱviewǰȱlookingȱatȱhowȱtheyȱwereȱmadeǰȱhowȱ
eĜcientȱ theirȱedgesȱandȱpointsȱmayȱbeǰȱorȱperhapsȱ
throughȱchemicalȱanalysisȱtryingȱtoȱreconstructȱtheirȱ
provenanceǯȱMoreȱrecentlyȱotherȱwaysȱofȱlookingȱatȱ
materialȱ cultureȱ haveȱ comeȱ toȱ theȱ foreǰȱ andȱ soȱ forȱ
exampleȱ weȱ mightȱ examineȱ theȱ ȁbiographyȂȱ ofȱ theȱ
artefactǯ

Theȱ biographicalȱ approachǰȱwhichȱ followsȱ theȱ
lifeȱcycleȱofȱanȱartefactǰȱwasȱproposedȱbyȱIgorȱKopyȬ
toěǰȱwhoȱemphasizedȱthatȱsuchȱaȱbiographyȱȁwouldȱ
lookȱatȱǳȱǽanȱobjectǾȱasȱaȱculturallyȱconstitutedȱentityǰȱ
endowedȱwithȱculturallyȱspecięcȱmeaningsǰȱandȱclassiȬ
ęedȱandȱreclassięedȱintoȱculturallyȱconstitutedȱcategoȬ
riesȂȱǻKopytoěȱŗşŞŜǰȱŜŞǼǲȱtheȱsignięcanceȱofȱartefactsȱ
thusȱchangesȱthroughȱtimeȱinȱrelationȱtoȱtheirȱcontextǯȱ
GosdenȱandȱMarshallȱǻŗşşşǰȱŗŝŖǼȱaddȱthatȱȁǽnǾotȱonlyȱ
doȱobjectsȱ changeȱ throughȱ theirȱexistenceǰȱbutȱ theyȱ
oĞenȱhaveȱtheȱcapabilityȱofȱaccumulatingȱhistoriesǰȱsoȱ
thatȱtheȱpresentȱsignięcanceȱofȱanȱobjectȱderivesȱfromȱ
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medievalȱartefactsȱandȱliteraryȱsourcesǰȱmythȱandȱepicǰȱ
andȱ thenȱsecondlyǰȱ Iȱ shallȱworkȱbackwardsȱ inȱ timeǰȱ
lookingȱatȱparticularȱexamplesȱofȱswordsȱandȱspearsȱ
ęrstȱfromȱtheȱIronȱAgeȱandȱthenȱfromȱtheȱBronzeȱAgeǯ

Weaponȱidentities

TheȱideaȱthatȱweaponsȱcanȱhaveȱnamesȱandȱsupernatuȬ
ralȱpowersȱandȱconsequentlyȱagencyȱisȱaȱconceptȱthatȱ
occursȱinȱmedievalȱepicǰȱsuchȱasȱtheȱtwelĞhȬcenturyȱ
Chansonȱ deȱRolandȱ ǻŗŝŗǰȱ ŘřŖŖȱ toȱ ŗŝřǰȱ ŘřŚŚǱȱRolandȂsȱ
swordȱ Durendalȱ couldȱ notȱ beȱ brokenǼǰȱ andȱ inȱ theȱ
Arthurianȱ cyclesǯȱ ThomasȱMaloryȂsȱMorteȱ dȂArthurǰȱ
whichȱwasȱwriĴenȱaboutȱŗŚŝŖȱǻVinaverȱŗşŝŗǰȱviǼǰȱnarȬ
ratesȱtheȱstoryȱofȱKingȱArthurȂsȱspecialȱswordȱnamedȱ
ExcaliburǰȱwhichȱwasȱgivenȱtoȱhimȱbyȱtheȱLadyȱofȱtheȱ
LakeȱǻBookȱŗǰȱŘśǼǯȱThisȱswordȱwasȱsoȱspecialȱthatǰȱonȱ
hisȱdeathȱbedǰȱArthurȱinstructedȱoneȱofȱhisȱknightsǰȱSirȱ
BedivereǰȱtoȱreturnȱitȱtoȱtheȱwatersȱǻBookȱŘŗǰȱśǼǯȱTheȱ
storyȱwasȱusedȱasȱanȱillustrationȱofȱprehistoricȱritualȱ
depositionȱ inȱwaterȱbyȱRichardȱBradleyȱǻŗşşŖǰȱŗȮřǼǰȱ
butȱitȱalsoȱaĴestsȱtoȱtheȱconceptsȱthatȱweaponsȱmayȱ
haveȱnamesȱandȱmagicalȱpropertiesȱandȱcapacitiesǯ

Otherȱweaponsȱinȱmythȱcyclesȱorȱepicsȱcouldȱalsoȱ
haveȱnamesǰȱandȱthereforeȱidentitiesȱǻEllisȱDavidsonȱ
ŗşŜŘǰȱŞŘǰȱŗŖŘǰȱŗśŗǰȱŗŝŝǲȱBarnesȱŗşŝŘǲȱŗşŞŘǲȱKristiansenȱ
ŘŖŖŘǰȱ řŘşȮřŖǼǱȱ forȱ exampleǰȱ namedȱ swordsȱ appearȱ
inȱtheȱOldȱEnglishȱpoemǰȱBeowulfǰȱinȱwhichȱBeowulfȱ
killsȱGrendelȂsȱmotherȱwithȱaȱpreciousȱswordȱcalledȱ
HruntingȱlentȱhimȱbyȱUnferthȱǻBeowulfȱŗŚśśȮŜŚǼǰȱandȱ
alsoȱinȱtheȱVölsungaȱsagaǰȱwhereȱSigurdurȱFåvnesbaneȂsȱ
swordȱisȱcalledȱGramrȱǻȁwrathȂǱȱchapǯȱŗśǼȱandȱFáfnirȱtheȱ
dragonȂsȱswordȱhasȱtheȱnameȱHroĴiȱǻperhapsȱtranslatȬ
ableȱasȱȁtheȱaudaciousȱoneȂǱȱchapǯȱŗşǼǯȱIndeedǰȱswordsȱ
areȱnamedȱinȱallȱtypesȱofȱsagasǰȱalthoughȱinfrequentlyǰȱ
andȱaboutȱŗŖŖȱswordȬnamesȱareȱknownȱǻBarnesȱŗşŝŘǰȱ
colǯȱśŚŚǼǯȱBarnesȱnotesȱthatȱnotȱallȱswordsȱhadȱnamesȱ
andȱthatȱitȱseemsȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱtheȱcustomȱtoȱgiveȱaȱ
swordȱaȱnameȱonlyȱwhenȱitȱhadȱprovedȱitselfȱinȱoneȱ
wayȱ orȱ anotherȱ ǻŗşŝŘǰȱ colsǯȱ śŚŚȮśǼǯȱ Heȱ groupsȱ theȱ
swordȱnamesȱinȱaȱnumberȱofȱcategoriesȱǻBarnesȱŗşŝŘǰȱ
colsǯȱśŚśȮŜǼǱ
ŗǯȱ aȱpersonalȱnameȱinȱtheȱgenitiveȱformȱwithȱtheȱsuĜxȱ

Ȭnautrȱ ȁgiĞȂȱ ǻearlierȱownerǰȱgiverǲȱ sometimesȱ thisȱ
isȱ ironicǰȱwhenȱ theȱpersonalȱnameȱ isȱ thatȱ ofȱ theȱ
originalȱownerȱwhoȱwasȱkilledȱbyȱtheȱsubsequentȱ
ownerǼ

Řǯȱ theȱnicknameȱofȱaȱǻpreviousǼȱowner
řǯȱ theȱnameȱǻorȱderivedȱfromȱtheȱnameǼȱofȱtheȱsmithȱ

whoȱmadeȱit
Śǯȱ theȱgeneralȱvisualȱappearanceȱofȱ theȱswordȱǻeǯgǯȱ

RyĐfrakkiǰȱtheȱredȬcoatedȱǻiǯeǯȱrustyǼȱweaponǼ
śǯȱ swordsȱwithȱparticularlyȱsplendidȱęĴingsȱorȱdecoȬ

rationȱǻeǯgǯȱȁGoldenhiltȂǼ

Ŝǯȱ generalȱcharacteristicsȱofȱtheȱswordȱǻeǯgǯȱȁLongȂǼ
ŝǯȱ desirableȱorȱintendedȱcharacteristicsȱofȱtheȱswordȱ

ǻeǯgǯȱȁBloodrushȂǼ
Şǯȱ theȱsoundȱofȱtheȱsword
şǯȱ theȱ sharpnessȱ ofȱ theȱ swordǰȱ withȱ referenceȱ toȱ

particularȱepisodesȱǻeǯgǯȱȁQuernȬbiterȂǼ
ŗŖǯȱwordsȱforȱsnakesǰȱwolvesȱandȱęreȱǻpossiblyȱderivedȱ

fromȱpoeticȱ languageȱ inȱwhichȱswordsȱareȱcomȬ
paredȱtoȱthemȱbecauseȱofȱtheirȱsimilarȱappearanceǼ

ŗŗǯȱabstractȱconceptsȱǻeǯgǯȱȁAgonyȂǰȱȁHonourȂǼǯ
Heȱalsoȱnotesȱthatȱsomeȱscholarsȱsuggestȱthatȱsomeȱ
swordsȱǻsuchȱasȱFlæmingrǼȱareȱnamedȱaĞerȱGermanicȱ
tribesȱorȱancestralȱgroupsǰȱbutȱthatȱotherȱexplanationsȱ
areȱpossibleǯ

Weȱmayȱusefullyȱdistinguishȱtwoȱgeneralȱclassesȱ
ofȱnameȱinȱBarnesȂsȱratherȱnuancedȱclassięcationǱȱęrstǰȱ
namesȱwhichȱestablishȱ theȱownershipȱofȱ theȱ swordȱ
ǻcategoryȱŗǼȱorȱwhichȱestablishȱtheȱswordȂsȱpreviousȱ
biographyȱǻcategoriesȱŘȱandȱřǼǰȱandȱsecondǰȱnamesȱthatȱ
relateȱtoȱtheȱqualitiesȱofȱ theȱswordȱitselfȱ ǻcategoriesȱ
ŚȮŗŗǼȱǻcfǯȱEllisȱDavidsonȱŗşŜŘǰȱŗŝŝǼǯ

Whereȱownershipȱisȱdenotedǰȱ theȱswordȱnameȱ
mayȱ notȱ beȱ intendedȱ toȱ indicateȱ aȱ specięcȱ identityȱ
ǻasȱalsoȱtodayȱweȱwriteȱourȱnamesȱonȱobjectsȱsuchȱasȱ
booksǼǰȱbutȱBarnesȂsȱclassięcationȱdrawsȱourȱaĴentionȱ
toȱ theȱ factȱ thatȱ someȱswordsǰȱ inȱadditionȱ toȱhavingȱ
namesǰȱcouldȱalsoȱhaveȱcomplexȱbiographiesȱinȱwhichǰȱ
forȱexampleǰȱwhomȱtheyȱbelongedȱtoǰȱorȱhadȱbelongedȱ
toǰȱorȱwhoȱhadȱmadeȱthemȱwasȱimportantȱǻBarnesȂsȱ
categoriesȱŘȱandȱřǲȱcfǯȱEllisȱDavidsonȱŗşŜŘǰȱŗŜşȮŝśǼǯȱ
Theȱimportanceȱofȱbiographiesȱcanȱbeȱillustratedȱbyȱ
twoȱ examplesȱ fromȱ theȱNorseȱ ǻiǯeǯȱNorwegianȱ andȱ
IcelandicǼȱsagasǱȱSigurdurȂsȱGramrȱwasȱreforgedȱfromȱ
theȱpiecesȱofȱhisȱfatherȱSigmundȂsȱswordȱbyȱtheȱsmithǰȱ
Reginȱ ǻVölsungaȱ sagaǰȱ ŗśǼǰȱ andȱ inȱ theȱ sagaȱ ofȱ Gísliȱ
SúrssonǰȱtheȱswordȱcalledȱGrásíĐaǰȱwhichȱmeansȱȁGreyȬ
sidedȱoneȂǰȱwasȱbrokenȱandȱthenȱreȬforgedȱasȱaȱspearȱ
ǻGíslaȱsagaȱSúrssonarȱŝǱȱBarnesȱŗşŝŘǰȱcolǯȱśŚŝǼǯȱInȱtheseȱ
instancesǰȱtheȱnameȱitselfȱdoesȱnotȱindicateȱanythingȱ
ofȱtheirȱbiographyȱbutȱinȱotherȱcasesȱitȱcouldȱdoȱsoǰȱ
asȱinȱtheȱspearȱSelshefnirȱǻȁtheȱrevengerȱofȱSelȂǼȱorȱtheȱ
shieldȱ ViljálmsgørĐȱ ǻȁViljálmrȂsȱ handiworkȂǼȱ ǻBarnesȱ
ŗşŞŘǰȱcolǯȱŘŞřǼǯ

TheȱswordȱnameȱCurtanaǰȱorȱitsȱvariantȱCurteinǰȱisȱ
ęrstȱmentionedȱinȱtheȱthirteenthȱcenturyȱasȱdenotingȱ
oneȱofȱ theȱswordsȱcarriedȱatȱEnglishȱcoronationsǯȱ Itȱ
wasȱsupposedȱtoȱbeȱtheȱswordȱofȱOgierȱtheȱDaneǰȱoneȱ
ofȱCharlemagneȂsȱknightsȱ inȱ theȱChansonȱdeȱRolandǰȱ
aȱweaponȱwithȱaȱbrokenȱbladeȱwhichȱhadȱoriginallyȱ
belongedȱ toȱ Tristramȱ ǻDitmasȱ ŗşŜŜǼǯȱ Mostȱ ofȱ theȱ
coronationȱregaliaȱwereȱdestroyedȱaĞerȱ theȱEnglishȱ
CivilȱWarȱduringȱtheȱCommonwealthǰȱandȱsoȱCurtanaǰȱ
ǻalsoȱcalledȱtheȱȁSwordȱofȱMercyȂǼȱwasȱremadeȱinȱtheȱ
seventeenthȱcenturyȱwithȱaȱbrokenȬoěȱpointȱforȱtheȱ
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coronationȱofȱCharlesȱIIȱandȱthisȱswordȱisȱstillȱusedȱinȱ
coronationsȱandȱinvestituresȱbyȱtheȱBritishȱmonarchȱ
ǻHolmesȱǭȱSitwellȱŗşŝŘǰȱŗŘȮŗřǼǯȱTheȱnameȱthusȱillusȬ
tratesȱaȱlongȱandȱromanticȱǻbutȱęctitiousǼȱbiographyǯ

Asȱ wellȱ asȱ swordsǰȱ Barnesȱ tellsȱ usȱ thatȱ axesǰȱ
spearsǰȱ arrowsǰȱ shieldsǰȱ helmetsȱ andȱ mailȬcoatsȱ allȱ
mayȱhaveȱNorseȱweaponȱnamesǯȱForȱexampleȱinȱtheȱ
EddaǰȱOdinȂsȱ spearȱGungnirȱ ǻȁSwayerǵȂǼǰȱ theȱhelmetȱ
HildigöltrȱorȱHildisvínȱ ǻȁBaĴleȬboarǰȱ ȬpigȂǼǰȱ orȱ ThorȂsȱ
hammerȱMjöllnirȱǻȁCrusherȂǼȱǻBarnesȱŗşŞŘǰȱcolsǯȱŘŞŘȮśǼǯ

Theseȱnamesȱareȱfoundȱinȱliteratureǰȱbutȱsomeȱofȱ
theȱeventsȱdescribedȱmayȱhaveȱhadȱaȱhistoricalȱbasisǯȱ
Indeedǰȱ sometimesȱ weaponsȱ withȱ namesȱ belongedȱ
toȱactualȱhistoricalȱęguresǱȱStȱOlafȂsȱaxeȱwasȱnamedȱ
aĞerȱtheȱNorseȱgoddessȱofȱtheȱunderworldǰȱHelǰȱandȱ
HaraldȱhardȬrulerȂsȱmailȬcoatȱwasȱcalledȱEmmaǰȱwhilstȱ
anȱaxeȱcalledȱKerlingȱǻȁOldȱWomanȂǼȱisȱmentionedȱinȱ
aȱdiplomaȱǻBarnesȱŗşŞŘǰȱcolǯȱŘŞŘǼǯȱFurtherȱconęrmaȬ
tionȱisȱgivenȱbyȱexceptionalȱarchaeologicalȱęndsǯȱInȱ
NordicȱEuropeȱtheȱoldestȱinstanceȱofȱaȱweaponȱnameȱ
isȱraunħaџǰȱorȱ ȁTesterȂǰȱwhichȱ isȱwriĴenȱ inȱrunesȱonȱ
theȱspearheadȱfromȱØvreȱStabuȱinȱNorwayǰȱdatingȱtoȱ
aboutȱюёȱŗśŖȮŘŖŖȱǻBarnesȱŗşŝŘǰȱcolǯȱśŚŚǲȱKrauseȱŗşŜŜǰȱ
ŝśȮŜǰȱnǯȱřŗǼǯȱThereȱareȱotherȱearlyȱexamplesȱofȱnamesȱ
onȱspearheadsȱǻKrauseȱŗşŜŜǰȱŝŜȮŞŘǰȱnǯȱřŘȱȬȱDahmsdorfǰȱ
Brandenburgǰȱ Germanyǲȱ nǯȱ řřȱ Ȭȱ KovelȂǰȱ VolynsȂkaȱ
oblastȂǰȱUkraineǲȱnǯȱřŚȱȬȱMoosǰȱGotlandǰȱSwedenǲȱandȱ
nǯȱřśȱȬȱRozwadówǰȱStalowaȱWolaǰȱPolandǲȱcfǯȱBarnesȱ
ŗşŝŘǰȱcolǯȱśŚŚǼȱandȱonȱswordsȱfromȱDanishȱbogȬęndsȱ
ǻEllisȱDavidsonȱŗşŜŘǰȱŚŘȮřǰȱeǯgǯȱatȱNydamȱMoseǰȱSønȬ
derborgǰȱDenmarkǼǯ

Similarȱexamplesȱofȱnamedȱweaponsȱareȱfoundȱinȱ
medievalȱIrelandǯȱTheȱearlyȱtwelĞhȬcenturyȱIrishȱtextȱ
ScélaȱConchoboirȱmaicȱNessaȱǻTidingsȱofȱConchoborȱmacȱ
NessaǼȱcontainsȱaȱlistȱofȱshieldsȱandȱswordsȱthatȱwereȱ
keptȱinȱKingȱConchoborȂsȱhouseȱȯȱtheseȱareȱidentięedȱ
byȱbothȱtheȱnameȱofȱtheȱweaponȱandȱtheȱnameȱofȱitsȱ
ownerȱǻKinsellaȱŗşŜşǰȱśǼǯ

Thisȱ assigningȱofȱ aȱ nameȱorȱ aȱ biographyȱ sugȬ
gestsȱtheȱaĴributionȱofȱanȱidentityȱtoȱweaponsǯȱThisȱ
isȱ illustratedȱ byȱ theȱ observationȱ thatȱ inȱ theȱ earlyȱ
thirteenthȬcenturyǰȱ Middleȱ Highȱ Germanȱ epicȱ theȱ
NibelungenliedǰȱSiegfriedȂsȱswordǰȱBalmungǰȱisȱalmostȱaȱ
characterȱinȱtheȱpoemǲȱHaĴoȱǻŗşŜşǰȱŚŖŗǼȱcommentsȱthatȱ
ȁinȱheroicȱpoetryȱswordsȱareȱpersonsȂǰȱthatȱisȱtheyȱwereȱ
perceivedȱofȱasȱhavingȱtheirȱownȱidentityȱandȱagencyǯȱ
Thusȱweȱmayȱconcludeȱfromȱallȱtheseȱexamplesȱthatȱinȱ
theȱMiddleȱAgesȱofȱnorthernȱEuropeȱweaponsȱcouldȱ
haveȱanȱidentityǯ

Didȱprehistoricȱweaponsȱhaveȱidentitiesǵ

Havingȱ establishedȱ thatȱ weaponsȱ hadȱ identitiesȱ inȱ
earlyȱmythȱ andȱ epicǰȱ theȱ questionȱweȱmustȱ askȱ isǱȱ

didȱweaponsȱhaveȱidentitiesȱinȱprehistoryȱalsoǵȱTheȱ
extentȱtoȱwhichȱtheȱvariousȱstoriesȱofȱtheȱUlsterȱCycleȱ
actuallyȱreĚectȱ theȱrealitiesȱofȱpreȬChristianȱ Irelandȱ
isȱ theȱsubjectȱofȱheatedȱdebateǰȱ theȱtraditionalȱviewȱ
beingȱ thatȱ theyȱdescribeȱ episodesȱ fromȱ theȱ timeȱ ofȱ
ChristǰȱduringȱtheȱIronȱAgeȱofȱIrelandȱǻJacksonȱŗşŜŚǰȱ
ŚřȮŜǲȱKinsellaȱŗşŜşǰȱ ixǼǯȱ JacksonȱǻŗşŜŚǼȱsawȱthemȱasȱ
aȱȁwindowȱonȱtheȱIronȱAgeȂȱǻasȱtheȱtitleȱofȱhisȱbookȱ
proclaimsǼȱwhileȱAitchisonȱconcludesȱthatȱȁearlyȱIrishȱ
epicȱliteratureȱdoesȱnotȱconstituteȱaȱlegitimateȱsourceȱ
forȱtheȱstudyȱofȱpaganȱCelticȱsocietyȂȱǻAitchisonȱŗşŞŝǰȱ
ŗŗřǼǯȱSpecięcallyȱlookingȱatȱtheȱdescriptionsȱofȱswordsȱ
inȱtheȱUlsterȱCycleȱstoriesǰȱMalloryȱǻŗşŞŗǰȱŗŖŝǼȱwasȱableȱ
toȱshowȱȁthereȱisȱnotȱaȱsingleȱswordȱtypeȱmentionedȱ
inȱtheȱUlsterȱcycleȱthatȱmustȱbeȱsetȱtoȱtheȱEarlyȱIronȱ
AgeȂǯȱHoweverȱheȱalsoȱaĜrmedȱthatȱȁifȱtheȱUlsterȱTalesȱ
revealȱliĴleȱaboutȱtheȱarchaeologyȱofȱIronȱAgeȱUlsterǰȱ
theyȱǳȱdoȱprovideȱusȱwithȱsomeȱideaȱofȱwhatȱlifeȱmayȱ
haveȱbeenȱ likeȱduringȱ theȱ IronȱAgeȱandȱevenȱsomeȱ
hintȱofȱ thoseȱbeliefsȱ thatȱ theȱarchaeologistȱ isȱgenerȬ
allyȱpowerlessȱtoȱrecoverȂȱǻMalloryȱǭȱMcNeillȱŗşşŗǰȱ
ŗŝŖǼǰȱsoȱthatȱitȱseemsȱreasonableȱtoȱsuggestȱthatȱitȱmayȱ
haveȱbeenȱtheȱpracticeȱtoȱnameȱshieldsȱandȱswordsȱinȱ
IronȱAgeȱIrelandǯȱWhetherȱorȱnotȱsuchȱaȱsuggestionȱ
isȱ reasonableǰȱ itȱ isȱofȱ courseȱveryȱdangerousȱ toȱuseȱ
analogiesȱfromȱmythǰȱwhetherȱitȱbeȱHomericȱepicǰȱtheȱ
IrishȱTáinȱorȱtheȱNorseȱsagasǰȱtoȱreconstructȱprehistoricȱ
realityǰȱsoȱIȱshallȱnowȱuseȱarchaeologicalȱevidenceȱtoȱ
askȱwhetherȱprehistoricȱweaponsȱalsoȱcouldȱhaveȱanȱ
identityǰȱindicatedȱbyȱaȱnameȱorȱanȱanthropomorphicȱ
formȱorȱdecorationǯ

LaȱTèneȱswords
Atȱ leastȱ twoȱ lateȱ Laȱ Tèneȱ longȱ swordsȱ areȱ punchȬ
markedȱwithȱaȱpersonalȱnameǯȱAȱswordȱfromȱPortǻǵǼǰȱ
Cantonȱ Bernǰȱ Switzerlandǰȱ datableȱ toȱ earlyȱ inȱ theȱ
secondȱhalfȱofȱtheȱęrstȱcenturyȱяѐǰȱisȱstampedȱȁKoriȬ
siosȂȱinȱGreekȱscriptȱǻFigǯȱŗǲȱWyssȱŗşśŜǲȱLivensȱŗşŝŘǼǰȱ
whilstȱ aȱ swordȱ fromȱ Zemplínȱ ǻGraveȱ ŗǰȱ tumulusȱ
ŞǼǰȱSlovakiaǰȱdatedȱperhapsȱasȱlateȱasȱtheȱendȱofȱtheȱ
ęrstȱcenturyȱяѐȦbeginningȱofȱ theȱęrstȱcenturyȱюёǰȱ isȱ
markedȱVǾTILICIǽOȱinȱLatinȱleĴersȱǻPleinerȱŗşşřǰȱŞŖǰȱ
şŝȮŞǰȱęgǯȱŗŗǼǯȱInȱneitherȱcaseȱisȱitȱclearȱwhoseȱnameȱisȱ
beingȱreferredȱtoǰȱandȱbothȱtheȱsmithȱandȱtheȱownerȱ
haveȱbeenȱ suggestedȱ ǻLivensȱ ŗşŝŘǲȱPleinerȱ ŗşşřǰȱ ŚŞȱ
nǯȱśǲȱWyssȱŗşśŜǼǰȱwhichȱwouldȱętȱBarnesȂsȱǻŗşŝŘǰȱcolǯȱ
śŚśǼȱswordȬnameȱcategoriesȱŗǰȱŘȱorȱřȱǻcfǯȱaboveǼǯȱItȱisȱ
clearȱhoweverȱfromȱtheȱforegoingȱdiscussionȱthatȱinȱ
bothȱcasesȱtheȱnameȱcouldȱeasilyȱbeȱthatȱofȱtheȱswordȱ
itselfǰȱ inȱwhichȱ caseȱweȱmightȱ hypothesizeȱ thatȱ anȱ
identityȱ isȱbeingȱassignedȱ toȱ theȱ swordǯȱ Itȱ isȱworthȱ
notingȱthatȱbothȱtheȱPortǻǵǼȱandȱtheȱZemplínȱswordsȱ
areȱdescribedȱasȱbeingȱofȱgoodȱqualityȱǻPleinerȱŗşşřǰȱ
ŜśǰȱmetallographicȱanalysisȱonȱppǯȱşŝȮŞǲȱWyssȱŗşśŜǰȱ
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ŘŝǼȱsuggestingȱthatȱwellȬmadeȱswordsȱwithȱęneȱbladesȱ
wereȱmoreȱlikelyȱtoȱbeȱaĴributedȱidentitiesǯ

LaȱTèneȱshortȱswordsȱwithȱanȱanthropomorphicȱ
hiltȱǻFigsǯȱŘȱǭȱřǲȱClarkeȱǭȱHawkesȱŗşśśǲȱFitzpatrickȱ
ŗşşŜǼȱareȱheldȱtoȱderiveȱfromȱcentralȱEuropeanȱLateȱ
HallstaĴȱ antennaeȱ daggersȱ ǻsomeȱ ofȱ whichȱ haveȱ
somewhatȱanthropoidȱhiltsǱȱClarkeȱǭȱHawkesȱŗşśśǰȱ
ŘŖŚǰȱęgǯȱŗǱřȱǭȱŚǼǯȱTheȱLaȱTèneȱanthropomorphicȱhiltedȱ
shortȱswordsȱęrstȱappearȱinȱnorthernȱItalyȱinȱaȱGolasȬ
eccaȱIIIAŗȱburialȱatȱCaȂȱMortaǰȱComoȱǻtombȱVIIIȦŗşŘŜǱȱ
NegroniȱCatacchioȱŗşŝŗȮŝŘǲȱDeȱMarinisȱŗşŞŗǰȱśŜȮŜŘǰȱ
tavǯȱ řŖǱřǼȱ datingȱ toȱ theȱ secondȱ quarterȱ ofȱ theȱ ęĞhȬ
centuryȱ яѐǰȱ andȱ theyȱ continueȱ inȱuseȱoverȱmuchȱofȱ
ȁCelticȂȱEuropeȱuntilȱtheȱęrstȱcenturyȱяѐȱǻandȱinȱBritainȱ
possiblyȱintoȱtheȱęrstȱcenturyȱюёǼǰȱwithȱmodięcationsȱ
inȱtheȱshapeȱofȱtheȱhandleȱbutȱaȱremarkablyȱsimilarȱ
designȱandȱconsistentȱsizeǯȱTheȱearliestȱtypesȱareȱrelaȬ
tivelyȱschematicȱinȱtheirȱrepresentationȱofȱtheȱhumanȱ
formǰȱbutȱthisȱbecomesȱmoreȱnaturalisticȱthroughȱtimeǰȱ
especiallyȱfromȱtheȱsecondȱcenturyȱяѐǯȱMoustachesȱonȱ
someȱofȱtheȱfacesȱindicateȱthatȱtheȱęguresȱareȱmaleǰȱ
andȱFitzpatrickȱǻŗşşŜǰȱřŝŚǼȱarguesȱthatȱtheyȱmayȱbeȱ
divineǰȱ sinceǰȱ apartȱ fromȱ headsǰȱ fullȬlengthȱ humanȱ
ęguresȱ areȱ rarelyȱ representedȱ inȱCelticȱ artȱ ǻMegawȱ
ǭȱMegawȱŗşŞşǰȱŘŗǼǯȱFitzpatrickȱǻŗşşŜǰȱřŝŜǼȱnotesȱthatȱ
anthropomorphicȱhiltedȱshortȱswordsȱareȱmuchȱrarerȱ
thanȱIronȱAgeȱlongȱswordsǰȱwithȱonlyȱaroundȱŜŖȮŝŖȱ
knownǲȱ heȱ arguesȱ thatȱ theyȱwereȱ depositedȱ inȱ lessȱ
thanȱŗȱperȱcentȱofȱallȱburialsǯȱAnthropomorphicȱhiltedȱ
shortȱswordsȱareȱalsoȱdepictedȱonȱCelticȱcoinsȱǻAllenȱ
ŗşŞŖǰȱŗŚŜǰȱplsǯȱŗŚǱŗşŗȱǭȱřřǱśŖŘǲȱClarkeȱǭȱHawkesȱŗşśśǰȱ
ŘŗŚȮŗśǲȱDeȱLaȱTourȱŗŞşŘǰȱplǯȱXXǱŜşŚŗǼǯ

HawkesȱǻClarkeȱǭȱHawkesȱŗşśśǰȱŘŗŜǼȱwasȱnotȱ
clearȱ whetherȱ theȱ anthropomorphicȱ hiltedȱ shortȱ
swordsȱ wereȱ ȁfeltȂȱ toȱ beȱ humanǰȱ andȱ wonderedȱ
whetherȱ aȱ divinityȱ mightȱ beȱ representedǲȱ othersȱ
seeȱ themȱasȱ talismanicȱ ǻPetresȱŗşŝşǰȱŗŝŜǼǯȱAlthoughȱ

anthropomorphicȱhiltedȱshortȱswordsȱhaveȱgenerallyȱ
beenȱ seenȱ toȱ beȱmarkersȱ ofȱ highȱ statusȱ ǻFilipȱ ŗşŜŘǰȱ
ŗŖřǼǰȱ thereȱ isȱ notȱ generallyȱ aȱ correlationȱ withȱ richȱ
burialsȱ ǻFitzpatrickȱ ŗşşŜǰȱ řŝŝȮŞǼǯȱ Fitzpatrickȱ arguesȱ
thatȱtheirȱshortȱbladesȱandȱsmallȱhandlesȱmadeȱthemȱ
impracticableȱasȱweaponsȱǻŗşşŜǰȱřŝŜǼȱandȱonȱtheȱbasisȱ
ofȱtheȱlunarȱǻandȱperhapsȱsolarǼȱsymbolsȱrecognizedȱ
onȱ nineȱ examplesȱ ofȱmidȬlateȱ LaȱTèneȱdateȱ ǻFigǯȱ řǲȱ
FitzpatrickȱŗşşŜǰȱřŞŖȮŞśǼȱheȱpositsȱthatȱtheyȱmayȱhaveȱ
hadȱsymbolicȱandȱritualȱfunctionsǰȱparticularlyȱassociȬ
atedȱwithȱcountingȱtimeǰȱperhapsȱbeingȱusedȱtoȱstabȱ
victimsȱ duringȱ humanȱ sacrięcesȱ ǻDiodorusȱ Siculusȱ

FigureȱŗǯȱStampȱreadingȱȁKorisiosȂȱinȱGreekȱscriptȱonȱaȱ
swordȱfromȱPortǻǵǼȱǻCantonȱBernǰȱSwitzerlandǲȱsourceǱȱ
WyssȱŗşśŜǰȱplǯȱVIIIBǼǯ

FigureȱŘǯȱLaȱTèneȱIIȱlongȱswordȱ
andȱanthropomorphicȱhiltedȱshortȱ
swordȱfromȱtheȱNorthȱGrimstonȱ
ǻEastȱYorkshireǰȱEnglandǼȱburialȱ
ǻsourceǱȱFitzpatrickȱŗşşŜǰȱęgǯȱŗǼǯ
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VǰȱřŗǰȱŘȱtellsȱusȱthatȱsuchȱvictimsȱwereȱstabbedȱwithȱ
daggersȱbyȱtheȱGaulsǼȱǻFitzpatrickȱŗşşŜǰȱřŞŞȮşǼǯ

BetweenȱtheȱthirdȱandȱęrstȱcenturiesȱяѐȱpunchȬ
marksǰȱ sometimesȱ inlaidȱwithȱgoldȱorȱcopperȱalloyǰȱ
appearedȱonȱLaȱTèneȱlongȱswordsȱǻFigǯȱŚǼǰȱsomeȱspearsȱ
andȱalsoȱaȱsmallȱnumberȱofȱanthropomorphicȱhiltedȱ
shortȱswordsǯȱDrackȱǻŗşśŚȮśśǰȱŘŖŖȮŘŗŜǼȱidentięedȱęveȱ

FigureȱřǯȱAnthropomorphicȱhiltedȱshortȱswordȱfromȱ
LysiceȱǻMoraviaǰȱCzechȱRepublicǼǰȱstampedȱwithȱaȱ
verticalȱlineȱonȱtheȱribȱandȱaȱcircleȱandȱrightȱfacingȱ
crescentȱǻsourceǱȱFitzpatrickȱŗşşŜǰȱęgǯŚǼǯ

classesȱofȱ theseȱstampsǱȱŗǼȱzoomorphicȱ ǻgenerallyȱaȱ
boarǼǲȱ ŘǼȱmixedȱ ǻgenerallyȱaȱhorseȱandȱ itsȱ riderǼǲȱ řǼȱ
astralǲȱŚǼȱanthropomorphicǲȱandȱśǼȱothersǯȱAnthropoȬ
morphicȱpunchȬmarksȱareȱtheȱmostȱcommonǰȱfollowedȱ
byȱzoomorphicȱstampsǯȱVougaȱǻŗşŘřǰȱcolsǯȱřŜȮŝǼȱsugȬ
gestedȱthatȱtheȱstampedȱsymbolsȱmightȱbeȱpropertyȱ
marksǰȱorȱapotropaicǰȱprotectingȱtheȱlongȱswordȱandȱ

FigureȱŚǯȱLongȱswordȱwithȱthreeȱboarȱstampsǰȱinlaidȱ
withȱgoldǰȱfromȱBöĴsteinȱǻAargauǰȱSwitzerlandǲȱsourceǱȱ
FitzpatrickȱŗşşŜǰȱęgǯȱŜǼǯ
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itsȱ userǰȱ orȱ qualityȱmarksȱ forȱ specialȱ piecesǰȱwhilstȱ
forȱPetresȱǻŗşŜŝȮŜŞǰȱŚŖǼȱtheyȱwereȱindicatorsȱofȱhighȱ
prestigeȱasȱtheyȱoccurȱonȱaȱrelativelyȱlowȱproportionȱofȱ
swordsǯȱHoweverǰȱasȱFitzpatrickȱǻŗşşŜǰȱřŝşȮŞŖǼȱpointsȱ
outǰȱitȱisȱdiĜcultȱtoȱbeȱsureȱofȱtheirȱactualȱprevalenceǰȱ
sinceȱ Laȱ Tèneȱ swordȱ bladesȱ andȱ scabbardsȱ areȱ notȱ
alwaysȱwellȱpreservedǰȱandȱcorrosionȱmeansȱ thatȱ itȱ
isȱdiĜcultȱtoȱassessȱtheȱdetailȱǻandȱthusȱtheȱdegreeȱofȱ
variabilityǼȱofȱtheȱpunchȬmarksǯȱOthersȱhaveȱarguedȱ
thatȱsinceȱtheȱstampsȱwereȱappliedȱbyȱtheȱblacksmithȱ
orȱarmourerȱthatȱtheyȱareȱmakerȂsȱmarksǰȱinȱlineȱwithȱ
medievalȱpracticeǰȱ thoughȱsomeȱofȱ theȱweaponsȱonȱ
whichȱ theyȱoccurȱwereȱofȱaverageȱqualityǰȱ andȱ itȱ isȱ
notȱ clearȱ whyȱ someȱ bladesȱ wereȱ stampedȱ andȱ theȱ
majorityȱwereȱnotȱǻPleinerȱŗşşřǰȱŜśǲȱSteadȱŘŖŖŜǰȱŚşǼǲȱ
thisȱ wouldȱ ętȱ withȱ BarnesȂsȱ ǻŗşŝŘǰȱ colǯȱ śŚśǼȱ swordȱ
nameȱcategoryȱřǯȱ

Iȱwouldȱargueȱthatȱtheȱanthropomorphicȱhiltsȱofȱ
theȱ shortȱ swordsȱ andȱ theȱ anthropomorphicȱ stampsȱ
foundȱonȱsomeȱlongȱswordsǰȱspearsȱandȱshortȱswordsȱ
signalȱ theȱ identityȱ orȱ personhoodȱ aĴributedȱ toȱ theȱ
weaponsǯȱ Whetherȱ orȱ notȱ theȱ shortȱ swordsȱ wereȱ
actuallyȱ weaponsǰȱ theirȱ formȱ indicatesȱ thatȱ theyȱ
symbolizedȱweaponsǰȱandȱtheirȱanthopomorphicȱhiltsȱ
seemȱtoȱ indicateȱtheȱ importanceȱofȱ theirȱ identityȱorȱ
personhoodǯȱItȱmightȱevenȱbeȱsuggestedȱthatȱinȱsomeȱ
casesȱaȱnonȬanthropomorphicȱstampȱmightȱindicateȱ
theȱswordȂsȱnameǰȱwhichȱwouldȱforȱexampleȱsuggestȱ
thatȱ ȁboarȂȱ ǻFigǯȱ ŚǼȱwasȱ onȱoccasionȱusedȱ toȱdenoteȱ
aȱswordȱinȱmidȱtoȱlateȱLaȱTèneȱEuropeǰȱinȱtheȱsameȱ
wayȱasȱȁsnakeȂȱorȱȁwolfȂȱwasȱinȱtheȱNordicȱsagasȱǻseeȱ
aboveǰȱBarnesȂsȱǻŗşŝŘǰȱcolǯȱśŚŜǼȱswordȬnameȱcategoryȱ
ŗŖǼǯȱ Likewiseȱ theȱ lunarȱ orȱ solarȱ symbolsȱmayȱ alsoȱ
haveȱconferredȱidentityȱǻcfǯȱBarnesȂsȱcategoriesȱŗŖȱorȱ
ŗŗǱȱŗşŝŘǰȱcolǯȱśŚŜǼǯȱThisȱidentityȱmayȱhaveȱbeenȱconȬ
ferredȱatȱtheȱmomentȱofȱmanufactureǰȱseĴingȱstampedȱ
swordsȱapartȱ fromȱthoseȱwhichȱwereȱnotȱchosenȱ toȱ
bearȱstampsǯ

EarlyȱIronȱAgeȱspearheads
InȱearlyȱIronȱAgeȱcentralȱandȱsouthernȱItalyǰȱweaponsȱ
appearȱ toȱ beȱ indicatorsȱ ofȱ maleȱ statusǰȱ andȱ whileȱ
swordsȱwereȱrareȱandȱthereforeȱseemȱtoȱindicateȱhighȱ
socialȱprestigeǰȱspearheadsȱandȱjavelinȱheadsȱwereȱtheȱ
normalȱaĴributeȱofȱallȱorȱalmostȱallȱyoungȱandȱadultȱ
menȱǻBieĴiȱSestieriȱŘŖŖŜǰȱśŖŝǼǯ

Aȱprobableȱhighȱstatusȱgraveȱassemblageȱfromȱ
CassinoȱǻFrosinoneȱprovinceǼǰȱinȱcentralȱItalyǰȱinȱtheȱ
BritishȱMuseumȱǻFigǯȱśǱŗǲȱBieĴiȱSestieriȱŘŖŖŜǰȱśŗŖȮŗŚǰȱ
ęgǯȱŘǲȱBieĴiȱSestieriȱǭȱMacnamaraȱŘŖŖŝǰȱŗŘŝǰȱcatǯȱnosǯȱ
ŚśŝȮşǼǰȱ datableȱ toȱ theȱ earlyȱphaseȱ ofȱ theȱ earlyȱ Ironȱ
AgeȱǻtenthȬearlyȱninthȱcenturyȱяѐǼǰȱconsistsȱofȱaȱtypeȱ
Cumaeȱ swordȱ andȱ twoȱ spearheadsȱ withȱ aȱ conicalȱ
socketȱ andȱ foliateȱbladeǰȱoneȱofȱwhichȱ isȱdecoratedȱ

withȱhatchedȱtrianglesȱandȱmeandersǰȱcirclesȱandȱdotsȱ
ǻcatǯȱnoǯȱŚśŞǼǲȱitsȱȁdecorationȱcreatesȱtheȱapproximaȬ
tionȱofȱaȱhumanȱfaceȱandȱheaddressȂȱǻBieĴiȱSestieriȱǭȱ
Macnamaraȱ ŘŖŖŝǰȱ ŗŘŝǼǯȱ Iȱwouldȱ suggestȱ thatȱ ratherȱ
thanȱaȱheaddressȱweȱmightȱpreferȱtoȱseeȱtheȱcrestȱofȱaȱ
helmetǯȱItsȱlengthȱǻřŝȱcmǼȱandȱworkmanshipȱindicateȱ
thatȱitȱisȱaȱstatusȱsymbolȱasȱwellȱasȱaȱfunctionalȱweaponȱ
ǻBieĴiȱSestieriȱŘŖŖŜǰȱśŗŚǼǯ

TwoȱsimilarȱspearheadsȱareȱpresentȱinȱtheȱcollecȬ
tionsȱofȱtheȱBritishȱMuseumǰȱandȱmayȱalsoȱbeȱdatedȱtoȱ
theȱearlyȱphaseȱofȱtheȱearlyȱIronȱAgeǯȱOneȱhasȱaȱprovȬ
enanceȱofȱBariȱinȱPugliaǰȱsoutheastȱItalyȱǻFigǯȱśǱŘǼǯȱBieĴiȱ
SestieriȱandȱMacnamaraȱǻŘŖŖŝǰȱŗŘŘǰȱcatǯȱnoǯȱřŞŝǼȱwhoȱ
publishȱ itǰȱsuggestȱ thatȱ ȁǽtǾheȱdecorationȱcreatesȱtheȱ
approximationȱofȱaȱhumanȱfaceȂǯȱTheȱcirclesȱroughlyȱ
representȱtheȱeyesȱandȱtheȱmouthǰȱwhilstȱtheȱcentralȱ
facetȱsuggestsȱaȱnoseǯȱItȱisȱrelativelyȱlongȱǻřřȱcmǼǯȱTheȱ
otherȱspearheadȱǻFigǯȱśǱřǼǰȱofȱtheȱsameȱtypeǰȱcameȱfromȱ
theȱprivateȱcollectionȱofȱCountȱMilanoǰȱandȱisȱwithoutȱ
provenanceǰȱbutȱitȱmayȱbeȱgenericallyȱassignedȱtoȱtheȱ
earlyȱ Ironȱ Ageȱ ǻBieĴiȱ Sestieriȱ ǭȱ Macnamaraȱ ŘŖŖŝǰȱ
ŗŘŘǰȱcatǯȱnoǯȱřŞŞǼǯȱHereȱtheȱdecorationȱagainȱshowsȱaȱ
humanȱfaceǰȱrepresentedȱbyȱcirclesǰȱwithȱaȱheaddressȱ
orȱhelmetȬcrestȱindicatedȱbyȱtheȱhatchedȱtrianglesȱonȱ
theȱbladeǯȱ Itȱ isȱŘşǯŝȱcmȱlongǯȱTheseȱ twoȱspearheadsȱ
areȱsmallerȱthanȱtheȱexampleȱfromȱCassinoǰȱandȱtheirȱ
decorationȱandȱworkmanshipȱareȱlessȱreęnedȱǻBieĴiȱ
SestieriȱŘŖŖŜǰȱśŗŜǼǯ

BieĴiȱSestieriȱandȱMacnamaraȱcommentȱonȱtheseȱ
threeȱspearsȱǻŘŖŖŝǰȱŘřǼȱthatȱȁtheȱhumanȱfaceȱprobablyȱisȱ
meantȱtoȱaddȱaȱmagicalȱorȱsupernaturalȱpowerȱtoȱtheȱ
spearȂǯȱAsȱinȱtheȱcaseȱofȱtheȱLaȱTèneȱswordsȱdiscussedȱ
aboveǰȱIȱwouldȱaddȱthatȱtheȱfaceȱdecorationȱassignsȱ
anȱidentityǰȱorȱperhapsȱevenȱspiritualȱpersonaȱwithȱitsȱ
ownȱspecięcȱagencyǰȱtoȱtheȱspearsǯ

AȱminiatureȱspearheadǰȱalsoȱpresentȱinȱtheȱcolȬ
lectionsȱofȱtheȱBritishȱMuseumǰȱprobablyȱcomesȱfromȱ
aȱmaleȱcremationȱburialȱ fromȱtheȱCampaniaȱ regionȱ
ofȱItalyȱandȱisȱalsoȱdatableȱtoȱtheȱearlyȱphaseȱofȱtheȱ
earlyȱIronȱAgeȱǻBieĴiȱSestieriȱŘŖŖŜǰȱśŗŞǲȱBieĴiȱSestieriȱǭȱ
MacnamaraȱŘŖŖŝǰȱŗŘŘǰȱcatǯȱnoǯȱřŞşǼǯȱItȱhasȱaȱdecorationȱ
suggestingȱtwoȱeyesȱandȱaȱheaddressȱǻBieĴiȱSestieriȱ
ŘŖŖŜǰȱśŗŞǼȱorȱhelmetȬcrestǯ

BieĴiȱSestieriȱǻŘŖŖŜǰȱśŗŞȮŘśǰȱęgsǯȱŚȮşǼȱhasȱshownȱ
thatȱtheȱfaceȱandȱheaddressȱiconographyȱcontinuesȱ
onȱspearheadsȱofȱtheȱtypologicalȱseriesȱinȱtheȱsecondȱ
phaseȱ ofȱ theȱ earlyȱ IronȱAgeȱ ǻninthȬeighthȱ centuryȱ
яѐǼȱ inȱ centralȱ andȱ southernȱ Italyǰȱ withȱ examplesȱ
fromȱ Pontecagnanoȱ ǻSalernoǼǰȱ contradaȱ Laȱ Rotaȱ
ǻCandidoniǰȱ Reggioȱ CalabriaǼǰȱ Castellaceȱ ǻOppidoȱ
Mamertinaǰȱ Reggioȱ CalabriaǼǰȱ Cairanoȱ ǻAvellinoǼǰȱ
SalaȱConsilinaȱǻSalernoǼǰȱMarsicoȱNuovoȱǻPotenzaǼǰȱ
Amendolaraȱ ǻCosenzaǼǰȱ Bariǰȱ Naplesȱ andȱ perhapsȱ
CaracupaȱǻSermonetaǰȱLatinaǼǯȱThoughȱtheȱdecoraȬ
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tionȱbecomesȱprogressivelyȱmoreȱabstractǰȱsheȱarguesȱ
thatȱitȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱhaveȱpreservedȱitsȱmeaningȱǻBieĴiȱ
SestieriȱŘŖŖŜǰȱśŗşǼǯ

BieĴiȱSestieriȱǻŘŖŖŜǰȱśŘşǼȱsuggestsȱthatȱtheȱrichlyȬ
decoratedȱspearheadsȱofȱthisȱseriesȱareȱrareȱandȱlikelyȱ
toȱ beȱmarkersȱ ofȱ statusǰȱ thoughȱ sheȱ notesȱ thatȱ theȱ
decorativeȱmotifȱisȱunlikelyȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱhighlyȱvisȬ
ibleǯȱInterestinglyǰȱfurtherȱnorthǰȱinȱtheȱcontemporaryȱ
maleȱgravesȱofȱVillanovanȱcentralȬnorthernȱItalyǰȱtheȱ
faceȱandȱheaddressȱiconographyȱdoesȱnotȱoccurǯȱThisȱ
mayȱ beȱ becauseȱ thereȱ seemsȱ toȱ beȱ aȱ generalȱ ritualȱ
prohibitionȱ onȱ theȱ depositionȱ ofȱ armsȱ inȱ thatȱ areaǲȱ
certainlyǰȱwhereȱspearheadsȱareȱfoundȱǻinȱsomeȱhighȬ
statusȱburialsǼǰȱtheyȱareȱofȱaȱdiěerentȱtypeȱandȱdoȱnotȱ
bearȱfaceȱdecorationȱǻBieĴiȱSestieriȱŘŖŖŜǰȱśŘśǼǯ

SomeȱofȱtheȱcentralȱandȱsouthȱItalianȱspearheadsȱ
illustratedȱbyȱBieĴiȱSestieriȱhaveȱperforationsȱinȱtheȱ
lowerȱpartȱofȱtheirȱbladeȱǻŘŖŖŜǰȱęgsǯȱŚǱřȱȬȱLaȱRotaǲȱśǱŗȱȬȱ
CastellaceǲȱśǱŘȱȬȱPontecagnanoǲȱŝǱŘȱȬȱCairanoǲȱŝǱřȱȬȱSalaȱ

ConsilinaǼǲȱtheseȱmayȱperhapsȱbeȱpartȱofȱtheȱdecorativeȱ
schemeȱandȱrepresentȱtheȱeyesȱofȱtheȱspearheadǯ

SauerbrunnȦBoiuȱseriesȱswords
Inȱ aȱ ŗşŜŜȱ paperǰȱ ȁTheȱ originsȱ ofȱ theȱ ĚangeȬhiltedȱ
swordȱofȱbronzeȱinȱContinentalȱEuropeȂǰȱJǯDǯȱCowenȱ
arguedȱthatȱtheȱtwinȱspiralȱmotifȱonȱmiddleȱBronzeȱ
AgeȱtypeȱBoiuȱswordsȱwasȱ intendedȱtoȱ indicateȱ ȁǳȱ
aȱpairȱofȱeyesȱandȱmaybeȱaȱbrowȱoverȱthemȱasȱwellǯȱ
Theseȱwouldȱthenȱbeȱtheȱeyesȱofȱtheȱswordȱitselfǰȱorȱ
ratherȱofȱtheȱspiritȱwithinȱitȱǳȂȱǻCowenȱŗşŜŜǰȱŘşŚǼǯȱHeȱ
addsȱthatȱwhatȱheȱcallsȱtheȱȁmagicalȱsignięcanceȂȱofȱ
theȱdesignȱwouldȱaccountȱforȱitsȱȁconsistencyȱǳȱoverȱ
aȱwideȱęeldȱforȱaȱconsiderableȱperiodȂȱǻCowenȱŗşŜŜǰȱ
ŘşŚǼǯȱCowenȱthenȱgoesȱonȱtoȱargueȱthatȱaȱrapierȱfromȱ
ȁHungaryȂȱǻwhichȱheȱassignedȱtoȱhisȱmiddleȱBronzeȱ
Ageȱ typeȱ SauerbrunnǼȱ carriesȱ aȱ depictionȱ ofȱ theȱ
wholeȱbodyȱofȱtheȱȁspiritǰȱorȱdaemonǰȱdwellingȱinȱtheȱ
swordȂȱǻCowenȱŗşŜŜǰȱŘşŚǼǯȱFigureȱŜǱŗȱclearlyȱshowsȱitsȱ

FigureȱśǯȱItalianȱEarlyȱIronȱAgeȱspearheadsȱwithȱfaceȱdecorationǱȱŗǯȱCassinoȱǻFrosinoneǲȱsourceǱȱBieĴiȱSestieriȱǭȱ
MacnamaraȱŘŖŖŝǰȱplǯȱŗŖřǰȱcatǯȱnoǯȱŚśŞǼǲȱŘǯȱBariȱǻsourceǱȱBieĴiȱSestieriȱǭȱMacnamaraȱŘŖŖŝǰȱplǯȱŞŗǰȱcatǯȱnoǯȱřŞŝǼǲȱřǯȱFromȱ
theȱcollectionȱofȱCountȱMilanoȱǻsourceǱȱBieĴiȱSestieriȱǭȱMacnamaraȱŘŖŖŝǰȱplǯȱŞŗǰȱcatǯȱnoǯȱřŞŞǼǯ
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outstretchedȱarmsǰȱbodyȱandȱlegsǰȱandȱitsȱinsectȬlikeȱ
eyesȱandȱserratedȱteethȱsetȱinȱaȱlargeȱheadǯȱIȱwouldȱ
addȱthatȱtheȱswordȱfromȱHochstadtǰȱalsoȱillustratedȱ
byȱ Cowenȱ ǻŗşŜŜǰȱ ęgǯȱ řǱŝȱ ǭȱ Şǲȱ assignedȱ toȱ hisȱ typeȱ
SauerbrunnǼǰȱ showsȱ aȱ similarȱ insectȬeyedȱ faceǰȱ andȱ
theȱfacesȱdepictedȱonȱeitherȱsideȱofȱtheȱbladeȱcanȱbeȱ
seenȱinȱFigureȱŜǱŘaȱandȱbǯ

Swordsȱ ofȱ theȱ SauerbrunnȦBoiuȱ seriesȱ haveȱ aȱ
distributionȱwithȱ twoȱ focusesǰȱ inȱnortheasternȱ Italyȱ
andȱtheȱCarpathianȱbasinǰȱwithȱoutliersȱinȱsouthȱGerȬ
manyǰȱPolandǰȱAustriaǰȱSloveniaǰȱCroatiaȱandȱRomaniaǯȱ
NeumannȱǻŘŖŖşǼȱlistsȱşşȱswordsȱofȱtheȱseriesǰȱthoughȱ
someȱofȱhisȱaĴributionsȱareȱcontroversialȱǻcfǯȱCupitòȱ
ŘŖŖŜǰȱŜŜȮŝǰȱŝŗȮŞŘǰȱnotȱcitedȱbyȱNeumannȱŘŖŖşǼǯȱAsȱisȱ
oĞenȱtheȱcaseǰȱ thereȱ isȱalsoȱdisagreementȱaboutȱ theȱ
detailȱofȱtheirȱclassięcationȱandȱthereȱhaveȱbeenȱmanyȱ
typologicalȱschemesȱsinceȱCowenȱǻeǯgǯȱBiancoȱPeroniȱ
ŗşŝŖǰȱ ŞȮŗřǰȱ řŞȮśŗǲȱ Kemenczeiȱ ŗşŞŞǰȱ řŜȮŚŘǲȱ Schauerȱ
ŗşŝŗǰȱŘŖȮŘřǰȱşŚȮŝǼǰȱbutȱrecentȱstudiesȱtendȱtoȱfollowȱ
CowenȂsȱǻŗşŜŜǼȱsystemȱǻCupitòȱŘŖŖŜǰȱŜŜȮŝǰȱŝŗȮŞŘǲȱDeȱ
Marinisȱ ǭȱ Salzaniȱ ŘŖŖśǰȱ řşřȮśǰȱ řşŝȮŚŖřǲȱ Neumannȱ
ŘŖŖşǼǯȱAȱnumberȱofȱhypothesesȱhaveȱbeenȱputȱforwardȱ
forȱtheȱoriginȱofȱ theȱdecorationȱwhichȱcharacterizesȱ
theseȱswordsȱandȱtheseȱareȱsummarizedȱbyȱNeumannȱ
ǻŘŖŖşǰȱŗŖŖǼǯ

Examiningȱ theȱ publicationsȱ ofȱ theȱ şşȱ SauerȬ
brunnȦBoiuȱswordsȱlistedȱbyȱNeumannȱǻŘŖŖşǰȱŗŗŘȮŗŚǼǰȱ
IȱfoundȱthatȱatȱleastȱŚŜȱhaveȱdecorationȱthatȱresemblesȱ
aȱfaceǯȱThisȱfaceȱdecorationȱisȱfoundȱinȱbothȱdistribuȬ
tionȱ fociǰȱ inȱ northeasternȱ Italyȱ andȱ theȱ Carpathianȱ
basinǰȱ butȱ alsoȱ onȱ swordsȱ fromȱoutlyingȱęndspotsǰȱ
suchȱasȱ inȱ southȱGermanyȱorȱRomaniaǯȱ Inȱ Řŗȱ casesȱ
theȱdecorationȱisȱmissingȱorȱpartiallyȱwornȱsoȱthatȱitȱ
isȱ impossibleȱ forȱmeȱ toȱ ascertainȱ theȱoriginalȱmotifȱ
andȱinȱtwoȱfurtherȱcasesȱǻNeumannȂsȱnosǯȱŞŖȱandȱŞŗȱ
fromȱtheȱRiverȱPiaveȱatȱColfoscoȱdiȱSusseganaǰȱTrevisoǰȱ
northernȱ ItalyǼȱ thereȱ isȱ noȱ illustrationȱpublishedȱ toȱ
allowȱtheȱdecorationȱtoȱbeȱassessedǯ

FortyȬsixȱofȱtheȱswordsȱofȱtheȱSauerbrunnȦBoiuȱ
seriesȱwereȱfoundȱinȱnorthernȱItalyȱandȱtwentyȬęveȱofȱ
themȱhaveȱaȱfaceȬlikeȱmotifǯȱTheȱlargeȱǻŚśŜȱinhumationȱ
burialsȱandȱŜŗȱcremationȱburialsǼȱcemeteryȱofȱOlmoȱdiȱ
NogaraȱǻVeronaǱȱSalzaniȱŘŖŖśǼȱprovidesȱanȱexcellentȱ

illustrationȱ ofȱ theirȱ prevalenceȱ andȱ signięcanceǯȱAtȱ
OlmoȱdiȱNogaraȱswordsȱareȱpresentȱinȱŚřȱhighȬstatusȱ
maleȱ tombsȱ ǻoutȱ ofȱ aȱ totalȱ ofȱ ŗŚşȱburialsȱ identięedȱ
osteologicallyȱasȱmaleǼǰȱandȱŗşȱǻNeumannȱŘŖŖşǼȱorȱŘŖȱ
ǻDeȱMarinisȱǭȱSalzaniȱŘŖŖśǰȱřşřȮśǰȱřşŝȮŚŖřǲȱCupitòȱ
ŘŖŖŜǰȱŜŜȮŝǰȱŝŗȮŞŘǰȱęgsǯȱŘşǰȱřŗȮŜǼȱofȱtheseȱmayȱbeȱclasȬ
sięedȱ inȱ theȱ SauerbrunnȦBoiuȱ seriesǯȱ Sixteenȱ ofȱ theȱ
SauerbrunnȦBoiuȱswordsȱ foundȱatȱOlmoȱdiȱNogaraȱ
showȱfaceȬtypeȱdecorationȱǻFigǯȱŝǼǱȱinȱtombsȱŘŜǰȱřŗǰȱřřǰȱ
řśǰȱŚŖǰȱśŖǰȱśŚǰȱŞŞǰȱşřǰȱşśǰȱŗřŗǰȱŗśřǰȱŘŖŗǰȱřŞşǰȱŚŚŘȱandȱŚŞŜȱ
ǻSalzaniȱŘŖŖśǰȱtavǯȱIVȮVIIIǰȱXǰȱXIǰȱXIVǰȱXVǰȱXXǰȱXXXǰȱ
XXXVIIȱǭȱXXXIXǼǯȱItȱshouldȱbeȱnotedȱthatȱasȱwithȱtheȱ
IronȱAgeȱspearheadsȱdiscussedȱaboveǰȱinȱsomeȱcasesȱ
theȱdecorationȱtendsȱtowardsȱtheȱabstractȱandȱcanȱbeȱ
recognizedȱasȱindicatingȱaȱfaceȱonlyȱbyȱreferenceȱtoǰȱ
andȱcomparisonȱwithǰȱtheȱmoreȱęgurativeȱexamplesǯ

Discussion

WeȱmustȱaskȱourselvesȱaȱnumberȱofȱquestionsǯȱInȱtheȱ
ęrstȱplaceǰȱwhetherȱ thereȱ areȱanyȱalternativeȱhypoȬ
thesesȱtoȱexplainȱthisȱdecorationȱonȱIronȱAgeȱswordsȱ
andȱ spearheadsȱ andȱ middleȱ Bronzeȱ Ageȱ swordsǰȱ
andȱsecondlyǰȱwhetherȱthereȱisȱaȱdiěerenceȱbetweenȱ
weaȱponsȱwithȱnamesǰȱandȱweaponsȱwithȱanthropoȬ
morphicȱ hiltsȱ orȱ facesȱ onȱ themǰȱ particularlyȱwhereȱ
thoseȱfacesȱareȱschematicǯȱFinallyǰȱweȱmayȱaskȱwhyȱ
suchȱdecorationȱisȱnotȱpresentȱuniformlyǰȱbutȱonlyȱonȱ
certainȱtypesȱandȱonȱcertainȱexamplesȱofȱthoseȱtypesǯ

Asȱregardsȱalternativeȱhypothesesȱtoȱexplainȱtheȱ
decorativeȱmotifǰȱitȱisȱcertainlyȱtrueȱthatȱhumanȱbeingsȱ
haveȱ aȱ tendencyȱ toȱ interpretȱ unstructuredȱ visualȱ
stimuliȱinȱmeaningfulȱwaysȱǻWertheimerȱŗşŘřǼǯȱInȱparȬ
ticularȱweȱareȱproneȱtoȱȁseeȂȱfacesȱorȱeyesȱforȱinstanceȱ
inȱwoodȱorȱinȱpaĴernsȱonȱtextilesȱorȱwallpaperǰȱwhenȱ
theseȱmaterialsȂȱstimulusȱstructureȱhaveȱfaceȬlikeȱproȬ
pertiesȱǻaȱphenomenonȱcalledȱpareidoliaǱȱHadjikhaniȱ
etȱalǯȱŘŖŖşǼǯȱItȱmightȱbeȱeasyȱtoȱoverȬinterpretȱstimuliȱ
thatȱmayȱseemȱtoȱdepictȱfacesǯȱButȱwhenȱlookingȱatȱtheȱ
spearheadsȱandȱswordsȱillustratedȱinȱthisȱarticleǰȱtheȱ
facesȱareȱveryȱstrikingȱǻseeȱFigsǯȱśǰȱŜȱǭȱŝǼǯȱItȱisȱclearlyȱ
impossibleȱtoȱdemonstrateȱconclusivelyȱthatȱfacesȱareȱ
meantǰȱbutȱitȱdoesȱseemȱevidentǯ

FigureȱŜǯȱCowenȂsȱillustrationsȱofȱ
swordsȱwithȱfaceȱdecorationȱofȱhisȱtypeȱ
SauerbrunnǱȱŗǯȱȁHungaryȂȱǻsourceǱȱ
CowenȱŗşŜŜǰȱęgǯȱřǱşǼǲȱŘaǯȱHochstadtȱ
ǻGermanyǼǰȱfaceȱAȱandȱŘbǯȱfaceȱBȱ
ǻsourceǱȱCowenȱŗşŜŜǰȱęgǯȱřǱŝȱǭȱŞǼǯ
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FigureȱŝǯȱMiddleȱ
BronzeȱAgeȱswordsȱ
fromȱtheȱOlmoȱdiȱ
NogaraȱǻVeronaǰȱ
ItalyǼȱcemeteryȱwithȱ
faceȱdecorationȱǻaĞerȱ
SalzaniȱŘŖŖśǰȱtavǯȱIVȮ
VIIIǰȱXǰȱXIǰȱXIVǰȱXVǰȱ
XXǰȱXXXǰȱXXXVIIǰȱ
XXXIXǼǯ
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Itȱ couldȱ beȱ arguedȱ thatȱ whereasȱ namesȱ areȱ
individualǰȱ facesȱmayȱbeȱmoreȱgenericǰȱ justȱ indicatȬ
ingȱaȱhumanȱorȱdivineȱqualityǰȱbutȱnotȱnecessarilyȱanȱ
individualȱidentityǯȱHoweverǰȱoneȱofȱtheȱmostȱstrikingȱ
aspectsȱofȱ theȱdepictionsȱofȱ facesȱonȱearlyȱIronȱAgeȱ
spearheadsȱ orȱ Bronzeȱ Ageȱ SauerbrunnȦBoiuȱ seriesȱ
swordsȱ isȱ theirȱvariationǯȱAsȱcanȱbeȱseenȱinȱFiguresȱ
śǰȱŜȱandȱŝǰȱtheȱfacesȱareȱinȱfactȱveryȱdiěerentǯȱItȱisȱmyȱ
contentionȱindeedȱthatȱthisȱveryȱvariabilityȱisȱaȱstrongȱ
argumentȱ inȱ favourȱ ofȱ theirȱ indicatingȱ individualȱ
identityǯȱTheȱfacesȱmarkȱthemȱoutȱasȱdiěerentȱ fromȱ
theȱartefactsȱofȱtheȱsameȱtypeȱthatȱdoȱnotȱbearȱfacesȱ
ǻandȱthisȱdistinctionȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱconferredȱ
fromȱtheȱmomentȱofȱmanufactureǼǯ

Thatȱfacesȱoccurȱonȱbothȱsidesȱofȱtheȱbladesȱofȱtheȱ
earlyȱIronȱAgeȱspearheadsȱdepictedȱinȱFigureȱśǰȱmayȱ
emphasizeȱtheirȱallȬseeingȱnatureǰȱsoȱthatȱtheyȱliterallyȱ
ȯȱasȱWilliamsȱputsȱitȱwhenȱdiscussingȱpervasiveȱeyeȱ
decorationȱonȱmaterialȱfromȱtheȱearlyȱseventhȬcenturyȱ
юёȱshipȬburialȱunderȱMoundȱŗȱatȱSuĴonȱHooȱǻSuěolkǰȱ
EnglandǼȱȯȱhadȱeyesȱinȱtheȱbackȱofȱtheirȱheadȱǻWilȬ
liamsȱŘŖŗŗǰȱŗŖŞǼǯ

Theȱ factȱ thatȱ facesȱareȱ limitedȱ toȱ certainȱ typesȱ
ofȱswordsȱandȱspearheadsǰȱandȱtoȱcertainȱsubȬgroupsȱ
ofȱthoseȱtypesǰȱneedsȱtoȱbeȱexplainedǯȱItȱmayȱbeȱthatȱ
allȱweaponsȱwereȱconsideredȱtoȱhaveȱanȱidentityǰȱbutȱ
thatȱonlyȱsomeȱcarriedȱexplicitȱęgurativeȱdecorationǯȱ
Alternativelyȱitȱmayȱbeȱthatȱparticularȱweaponsȱonlyȱ
wereȱconsideredȱtoȱhaveȱsuchȱaȱqualityǰȱandȱthatȱthisȱ
wasȱaȱresultȱofȱaȱspecięcȱeventȱinȱtheirȱbiographyǰȱinȱ
thisȱcaseȱoneȱwouldȱexpectȱtheȱdecorationȱthatȱdenotedȱ
thatȱidentityȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱappliedȱlaterȱinȱtheȱlifeȱofȱ
theȱartefactȱǻiǯeǯȱnotȱatȱmanufactureǼǯȱInȱthisȱconnecȬ
tionǰȱweȱmayȱreferȱagainȱtoȱtheȱNorseȱsagasǰȱwhereȱ
BarnesȱǻŗşŝŘǰȱcolsǯȱśŚŚȮśǼȱarguesȱthatȱnotȱallȱswordsȱ
hadȱnamesȱandȱthatȱitȱseemsȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱtheȱcustomȱ
toȱgiveȱaȱswordȱaȱnameȱaĞerȱitȱhadȱprovedȱitselfȱ inȱ
someȱwayǱȱ thusȱaȱswordȱorȱaȱspearheadȱisȱ likelyȱtoȱ
haveȱacquiredȱanȱidentityȱwhereȱitȱhadȱaȱsignięcantȱ
biographyǯȱAȱfurtherȱpossibilityȱ isȱ thatȱ theȱ faceȱandȱ
eyeȱdecorationȱmayȱbeȱanȱexplicitȱreferenceȱtoȱsuchȱ
biographicalȱeventȱinȱtheȱlifeȱofȱaȱmythicalȱorȱknownȱ
weaponȱofȱaȱparticularȱtypeȱorȱprovenanceǱȱthisȱmayȱ
explainȱwhyȱinȱtheȱcaseȱofȱtheȱweaponsȱdiscussedȱinȱ
thisȱpaperǰȱtheȱanthropomorphicȱandȱfaceȱrepresentaȬ
tionsȱseemȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱappliedȱatȱmanufactureȱǻcfǯȱ
PleinerȱŗşşřǰȱŜśȱforȱtheȱpunchȬmarksȱonȱLaȱTèneȱweapȬ
onsǼǯȱFinallyǰȱitȱshouldȱbeȱnotedȱthatȱnotȱonlyȱswordsȱ
andȱ spearheadsȱ haveȱ anthropomorphicȱ decorationǱȱ
humanȱheadsȱ increaseȱ ȁinȱ frequencyȱandȱrealismȱinȱ
theȱartȱofȱtheȱlateȱIronȱAgeȂȱǻMegawȱǭȱMegawȱŗşŞşǰȱ
ŗŜŚǼȱandȱalsoȱoccurȱonȱotherȱartefactsǰȱsuchȱasȱphaleraeȱ
ǻdisksǼǰȱlinchȬpinsȱandȱcauldronsȱǻMegawȱǭȱMegawȱ
ŗşŞşǰȱ ęgsǯȱ ŘśŜȮŝǰȱ ŘŜśǰȱ ŘŞŘȮŜǼǯȱ Variousȱ explanationsȱ

forȱ thisȱ decorationȱ areȱ possibleǰȱ andȱ inȱ someȱ casesȱ
itȱmayȱagainȱsignalȱtheȱaĴributionȱofȱidentityȱtoȱtheȱ
artefactǰȱbutȱitȱmayȱalsoȱhaveȱtalismanicȱorȱapotropaicȱ
functionsǯ

MuchȱofȱtheȱarchaeologicalȱevidenceȱthatȱIȱhaveȱ
adducedȱinȱthisȱarticleȱforȱtheȱascriptionȱofȱidentityȱtoȱ
artefactsȱȯȱsuchȱasȱstampingȱandȱanthropomorphicȱ
decorationȱȯȱcorrespondsȱtoȱYvonneȱMarshallȂsȱǻŘŖŖŞǼȱ
conceptȱ ofȱ ȁinscribedȂȱ objectsȱ ȯȱ theyȱ areȱ artefactsȱ
thatȱ ȁhaveȱmeaningȱ incorporatedȱ intoȱ theirȱbodyȱ inȱ
theȱcourseȱofȱtheirȱmakingȂǯȱInȱthisȱcaseȱȁǽmǾeaningȱisȱ
prescribedȱinȱadvanceȱofȱsocialȱactionǯȱAnȱaĴemptȱisȱ
madeȱtoȱmateriallyǰȱandȱtherebyȱsociallyǰȱęxȱmeaningǯȂȱ
ǻMarshallȱŘŖŖŞǰȱŜŚǼǯȱOnȱtheȱotherȱhandǰȱunlessȱtheyȱ
wereȱ similarlyȱ ȁinscribedȂǰȱ theȱ swordsȱ describedȱ inȱ
theȱmythȱcyclesȱorȱepicȱoutlinedȱaboveȱcorrespondȱtoȱ
herȱcategoryȱofȱȁlivedȂȱobjectsȱȯȱthatȱȁacquireȱmeaningȱ
inȱtheȱcontextȱofȱsocialȱactionȂǲȱthisȱmeaningȱisȱȁconȬ
textualȱandȱmayȱchangeȱatȱanyȱtimeȂȱǻMarshallȱŘŖŖŞǰȱ
ŜřǼǯȱSinceȱtheseȱswordsȱwithȱnamesȱandȱidentitiesȱdoȱ
notȱnecessarilyȱhaveȱ stampingȱorȱ anthropomorphicȱ
decorationǰȱsuchȱȁlivedȂȱmeaningȱmayȱbeȱdiĜcultȱtoȱ
demonstrateȱ archaeologicallyǯȱ Itȱ mayǰȱ howeverǰȱ beȱ
documentedȱbyȱevidenceȱofȱanȱextendedȱuseȬlifeǰȱforȱ
exampleȱindicatedȱbyȱrepairȱofȱanȱartefactǯȱThusǰȱtheȱ
scabbardȱofȱ theȱKirkburnȱǻEastȱYorkshireǰȱEnglandǼȱ
swordȱ showsȱ signsȱ ofȱ severalȱ repairsȱ ǻSteadȱ ŘŖŖŜǰȱ
ŗŞŚȮśǰȱ ęgsǯȱ ŞśȮŝǲȱ Gilesȱ ŘŖŖŞǰȱ ŜŗǼǰȱ justȱ asȱ importantȱ
swordsȱlikeȱSigurdurȂsȱGramrȱorȱGrásíĐaȱwereȱreforgedȱ
inȱtheȱNorseȱsagasȱǻseeȱaboveǼǯ

Conclusion

Iȱ haveȱ shownȱ thatȱ inȱmedievalȱ epicǰȱ theȱ IrishȱTáinȱ
andȱtheȱNorseȱsagasȱweaponsȱmayȱhaveȱnamesȱandȱ
supernaturalȱ powersȱ andȱ capacitiesǯȱ Onȱ occasionȱ
suchȱweaponsȱhadȱcomplexȱbiographiesǯȱTheseȱcharȬ
acteristicsȱareȱalsoȱaĴestedȱhistoricallyȱandȱweaponȱ
namesȱwriĴenȱinȱrunesȱareȱalsoȱknownǯȱEarlyȱnorthernȱ
EuropeanȱliteratureȱaĴestsȱthatȱweaponsȱcouldȱhaveȱ
anȱidentityǯ

Itȱ isȱdangerousȱ toȱuseȱanalogiesȱ fromȱmythȱ toȱ
reconstructȱprehistoricȱrealityȱandȱmyȱexplorationȱofȱ
theȱ identityȱofȱprehistoricȱweaponsȱhasȱbeenȱęrmlyȱ
basedȱ onȱ archaeologicalȱ evidenceǰȱ fromȱ bothȱ theȱ
BronzeȱandȱIronȱAgesǯȱTwoȱlateȱLaȱTèneȱlongȱswordsȱ
areȱpunchȬmarkedȱwithȱaȱpersonalȱnameǰȱwhichȱmayȱ
beȱthatȱofȱtheȱmanufacturerȱorȱownerǰȱbutȱmayȱbeȱthatȱ
ofȱ theȱweaponȱ itselfǯȱ Theȱ anthropomorphicȱ hiltsȱ ofȱ
LaȱTèneȱshortȱswordsȱȯȱwhichȱmayȱhaveȱhadȱaȱsymȬ
bolicȱorȱritualȱratherȱthanȱcombatȱfunctionȱȯȱsignalȱ
theirȱidentityȱorȱpersonhoodȱasȱdoȱanthropomorphicȱ
stampsȱonȱswordsȱandȱspearsǲȱotherȱpunchȬmarksȱmayȱ
indicateȱtheȱweaponȂsȱnameǯȱLikewiseǰȱfacesȱonȱearlyȱ
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IronȱAgeȱspearheadsȱfromȱcentralȱandȱsouthernȱItalyȱ
indicateȱtheȱidentityȱȯȱperhapsȱevenȱtheȱpersonhoodȱ
ȯȱofȱtheȱspearsǯȱManyȱyearsȱagoǰȱCowenȱǻŗşŜŜǰȱŘşŚǼȱ
suggestedȱthatȱtheȱdecorationȱonȱswordsȱofȱtheȱSauerȬ
brunnȦBoiuȱseriesȱrepresentedȱȁtheȱeyesȱofȱtheȱswordǰȱ
orȱratherȱofȱtheȱspiritȱwithinȱitȱǳȂǯȱMyȱwideȬrangingȱ
discussionȱsuggestsȱthatȱCowenȂsȱintuitionȱwasȱbothȱ
plausibleȱandȱcredibleǰȱandȱthatȱinȱprehistoricȱEuropeǰȱ
asȱinȱlaterȱperiodsǰȱbothȱswordsȱandȱspearheadsȱcouldȱ
haveȱ someȱ sortȱ ofȱ identityǰȱ andȱ itȱ mayȱ haveȱ beenȱ
believedȱthatȱtheyȱwereȱindweltȱbyȱspiritsȱorȱdaemonsǯ

DoesȱthisȱhaveȱanyȱconsequencesǵȱIfȱweȱacceptȱ
thatȱ thereȱwasȱ aȱ beliefȱ thatȱ someȱ BronzeȱAgeȱ SauȬ
erbrunnȦBoiuȱ seriesȱ swordsǰȱ Italianȱ earlyȱ IronȱAgeȱ
spearheadsȱandȱLaȱTèneȱswordsȱandȱspearsȱhadȱanȱ
identityǰȱorȱindeedȱanȱinȬdwellingȱspiritǰȱlikeȱthoseȱofȱ
theȱmedievalȱmythsȱandȱepicǰȱanȱidentityȱthatȱmightȱ
relateȱtoȱtheirȱbiographiesǰȱthenȱtheyȱmightȱhaveȱbeenȱ
conservedȱasȱheirloomsȱorȱexchangedȱasȱprestigeȱgiĞsȱ
forȱ muchȱ longerȱ thanȱ isȱ generallyȱ assumedǯȱ Suchȱ
practicesȱareȱdiĜcultȱ toȱdocumentȱarchaeologicallyǰȱ
becauseȱweȱgenerallyȱdateȱ artefactsȱ onȱ theȱ basisȱ ofȱ
theirȱ associationsǰȱ butȱ theyȱ haveȱ beenȱ arguedȱ forȱ
weaponsȱcirculatingȱ inȱAngloȬSaxonȱsocietyȱ ǻHärkeȱ
ŘŖŖŖǼȱ andȱ alsoȱ forȱ theȱ swordȱ inȱ tombȱ ŚŘȱ atȱ Olmoȱ
diȱ Nogaraȱ andȱ theȱ typeȱ Sauerbrunnȱ swordȱ fromȱ
Sauerȱbrunnǰȱ BurgenlandǰȱAustriaǰȱ byȱ analogyȱwithȱȱ
OdysseusȂȱboarsȂȱtuskȱhelmetȱǻIliadȱŗŖǰȱŘŜŖȮŝŗǼȱwhichȱ
wasȱ passedȱ acrossȱ theȱ generationsȱ byȱ heroicȱ giĞȬ
exchangeȱandȱinheritanceȱǻCupitòȱŘŖŖśǰȱŘŚŘǼǯȱLikewiseȱ
theȱswordȱÆĴartangiȱpassedȱdownȱtheȱgenerationsȱandȱ
appearsȱinȱbothȱVatnsdœlaȱSagaȱandȱGreĴisȱSagaȱǻEllisȱ
DavidsonȱŗşŜŘǰȱŗŝŗȮŘǼȱandȱBarnesȱcommentsȱthatȱtheȱ
Norseȱnameȱforȱthisȱswordȱisȱaȱnameȱwhichȱdenotesȱ
thatȱtheȱswordȱwasȱmeantȱtoȱstayȱinȱaȱfamilyȱforȱmanyȱ
generationsȱǻŗşŝŘǰȱcolǯȱśŚśǼǯȱTheseȱexamplesȱsuggestȱ
thatȱsomeȱweaponsȱmayȱhaveȱcirculatedȱaȱlongȱtimeȱ
aĞerȱtheirȱmanufactureȱǻcfǯȱWhitleyȱŘŖŖŘǼǰȱwhichȱinȱ
turnȱmayȱhaveȱseriousȱimplicationsȱforȱtheȱuseȱofȱsuchȱ
weaponsȱinȱtypologicalȱdatingȱschemesȱandȱforȱourȱ
understandingȱofȱtheirȱdepositionȱinȱtombsǯȱArtefactsȱ
whichȱbecauseȱofȱtheirȱspecialȱidentityȱhadȱacquiredȱaȱ
complexȱbiographyȱandȱtoȱwhichȱstoriesȱhadȱbecomeȱ
aĴachedǰȱ concerningȱ forȱ exampleȱ theirȱ previousȱ
ownersȱorȱtheirȱprowessȱinȱcombatǰȱareȱlikelyȱtoȱhaveȱ
hadȱspecięcȱrolesȱinȱsocialȱrelationsǰȱandȱthisȱspecialǰȱ
powerfulǰȱ identityȱ mayȱ haveȱ conferredȱ onȱ themȱ aȱ
ȁguardianȱspiritȂȱfunctionȱwhenȱtheyȱwereȱdepositedǯ
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