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Separate Is Never Equal 

Utilizing Question-Answer Relationships to 
Foster Students' Reading Comprehension 

Elena M. Venegas 

This chapter presents lessons for the English language arts and reading 
classroom using the Question-Answer Relationships (QAR) strategy with the 
book Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family's Fight for 

Desegregation. Both the book and the lessons presented center on historical 
and contemporary issues surrounding school segregation, desegregation, and 
resegregation. Thus, the lessons presented in this chapter are also appropriate 
for the social studies classroom and may be used to address curriculum stan
dards set forth by the National Council for the Social Studies. 

Through its use of both explicit and implicit questioning, the Question
Answer Relationships strategy can be utilized to help students prepare for 
the types of questions that they may encounter on standardized examinations. 
Separate Is Never Equal and the lessons that follow celebrate the accom
plishments of people of color and linguistically diverse peoples in enacting 
societal change within the United States. 

BACKGROUND OF THE LITERATURE 

Duncan Tonatiuh authored Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her 

Family's Fight for Desegregation. Tonatiuh tells the lesser-known story of 
Sylvia Mendez, whose family's fight to end school segregation proceeded the 
landmark Brown v. Board of Education (1954) U.S. Supreme Court decision, 
which mandated school integration. 

In 1944, the aunt of Sylvia Mendez attempted to enroll her own daughters 
along with Sylvia and her brothers in school in Westminster, California. The 
secretary informed Sylvia's aunt that her daughters could enroll but that the 
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