Low Complexity Precoding
Schemes for Massive MIMO

Systems

2= Newcastle
University

Yulong Chen

School of Engineering

Newcastle University

A thesis submitted for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy

June, 2019



Abstract

In order to deal with the challenges of the exponentially growing com-
munication traffic and spectrum bands with wider bandwidth, massive
MIMO technology was been proposed, which employs an unprecedented
number of base station antennas simultaneously to serve a smaller num-
ber of user terminals in the same channel. Although the very large
antenna arrays for massive multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) sys-
tems lead to unprecedented data throughputs and beamforming gains
to meet these data traffic demands, they also lead to prohibitively high
energy consumption and hardware complexity. In terms of precoding
schemes, the conventional linear precoding entirely processes the com-
plex signals in the digital domain and then upconverts to the carrier
frequency after passing through radio frequency (RF) chains, which can
achieve near-optimal performance with the large antenna arrays. How-
ever, it is infeasible because with fully digital precoding, every antenna
element needs to be coupled with one RF chain, including the digital-to-
analog convertors, mixers and filters, which is accountable for excessively
high hardware cost and power consumption. This thesis focuses on the

design and analysis of low complexity precoding schemes.
The novel contributions in this thesis are presented in three sections.

First, a low complexity hybrid precoding scheme is proposed for the
downlink transmission of massive multi-user MIMO systems with a finite
dimensional channel model. By analysing the structure of the channel

model, the beamsteering codebooks are combined with extracting the



phase of the conjugate transpose of the fast fading matrix to design the
RF precoder, which thereby harvests the large array gain achieved by an
unprecedented number of base station antennas. Then a baseband pre-
coder is designed based on the equivalent channel with zero forcing (ZF)
precoding. In addition, a tight upper bound on the spectral efficiency is

derived and the performance of hybrid precoding is investigated.

Second, based on successive refinement, a new iterative hybrid precod-
ing scheme is proposed with a sub-connected architecture for mmWave
MIMO systems.In each iteration, the first step is to design the RF pre-
coder and the second step is to design the baseband precoder. The RF
precoder is regarded as an input to update the baseband precoder until
the stopping criterion is triggered. Phase extraction is used to obtain the
RF precoder and then the baseband precoder is optimized by the orthog-
onal property. This algorithm effectively optimizes the hybrid precoders
and reduces the hardware complexity with sub-connected architecture.
A closed-form expression of upper bound for the spectral efficiency is
derived and the energy efficiency and the complexity of the proposed

hybrid precoding scheme are analyzed.

Finally, the use of low-resolution digital-to-analog converters (DACs) for
each antenna and RF chain is considered. Moreover, in a more practical
scenario, the hardware mismatch between the uplink and the downlink
for the channel matrix is a focus, where the downlink is not the trans-
pose of the uplink in time-division duplex mode. The impact of one-bit
DACs on linear precoding is studied for the massive MIMO systems with
hardware mismatch. Using the Bussgang theorem and random matrix
theorem, a closed-form expression for the signal to quantization, inter-
ference and noise ratio with consideration of hardware mismatch and

one-bit ZF precoding is derived, which can be used to derive the achiev-



able rate. Then a performance approximation is also derived in the high
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) region, which is related to the ratio of the
number of base station antennas and the number of mobile users , and

the statistics of the circuit gains at the base station.

In conclusion, analytical and numerical results show that the proposed
techniques are able to achieve close-to-optimal performances with low
hardware complexity, thus the low complexity precoding schemes can be
valid candidates for practical implementations of modern communication

systems.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Introduction

In the past few years, 4G wireless systems, which were standardized in 2012, have
provided improved service quality in terms of throughput, spectral efficiency and
latency [1]. There are two 4G candidate systems commercially deployed, the Mobile
WiMAX 2.0 and the LTE Advanced [1]. The common feature of both candidate sys-
tems is that they will provide All-IP connectivity with flexible bit rates and quality
of service guarantees for multiple classes of services including voice, mainly using
voice over IP, data and video services. This offers theoretical speeds of up to 1.5
Gbps, but the current crop of LTE Advanced networks have a maximum potential
speed of 300 Mbps with real world speeds falling a lot lower. With the benefits of
4G networks, wireless internet connectivity will be faster and more affordable. How-
ever, with the development of the information and communication technology, recent
studies predict that the number of mobile-connected devices is expected to reach
11.6 billion by 2021, including machine-to-machine modules. According to a white
paper from Cisco [2], mobile data traffic will grow at a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 47 percent from 2016 to 2021, reaching 49 exabytes per month by
2021. Consequently, 5G wireless systems are proposed to deal with the challenges

of the exponentially growing communication traffic and spectrum bands with wider



1.1 Introduction

bandwidth [3-5]. In order to achieve high array gain and high spatial multiplex-
ing gain, massive MIMO [6-8] employs an unprecedented number of base station
antennas simultaneously to serve a small number of single-antenna user terminals
in the same channel. Based on the massive MIMO systems, research on hardware
complexity and energy consumption has captured the attention of researchers all
over the world.

Massive MIMO technology brings huge improvements in spectral efficiency and
energy efficiency with the employment of very large antenna arrays at the base sta-
tions. Compared with conventional MIMO, massive MIMO can increase the spectral
efficiency 10 times or more and simultaneously improve the energy efficiency on the
order of 100 times [4]. Additionally, massive MIMO can reduce the latency, simplify
the multiple access layer and increase the robustness against interference and inten-
tional jamming [4]. Although massive MIMO systems offer huge advantages, there
are still challenges ahead for practical implementation, such as hardware require-
ments and signal processing [7]. Conventional MIMO systems process the complex
signals digitally in the digital domain and then upconvert to the carrier frequency,
thus every antenna element needs to be coupled with one RF chain, which includes
the digital-to-analog convertors, mixers and power amplifiers. When the number
of antennas at the base station is very large, a large number of RF chains will re-
sult in excessively high hardware cost and power consumption [9]. Because of these
considerations, this thesis focuses on the design of novel hybrid precoding schemes
to overcome the constraints of limited number of RF chains. Moreover, in terms
of the spectral efficiency, the performance of low complexity precoding schemes is

analyzed.
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1.2 Motivation and Challenges

With an increase in the number of antennas at the base station, traditional linear
precoding schemes such as ZF and minimum mean square error (MMSE) are able to
achieve near optimal performance achieved by the dirty paper coding in the downlink
communication [6] [8]. However, when the antenna size scales large, traditional
schemes require a large number of RF chains. Due to the tremendous number of
RF chains, massive MIMO systems will suffer from huge fabrication cost and energy
consumption [10]. In order to deal with this problem, cost-effective variable phase
shifters are employed to handle the mismatch between the number of RF chains and
of antennas. Variable phase shifters with high-dimensional phase-only RF processing
are exploited to control the phases of the upconverted RF signal [11-13], which are
digitally controlled and changed in a reasonably low time scale for variable channels.
Therefore, hybrid precoding schemes are proposed [10,14-16], which exploit a phase-
only RF precoder in the analog domain and a baseband precoder in the digital
domain. Although the hybrid precoding contributes to reduce power consumption
and increase energy efficiency, it leads to the performance degradations. The efficient
hybrid precoding schemes should be developed to achieve the best tradeoff between
performance and hardware complexity.

Moreover, the millimetre wave (mmWave) frequencies have been put forward as
prime candidates for future generation cellular systems, with the potential band-
width reaching 10 GHz [17] [18]. Thanks to the decrease in the wavelength of
mmWave MIMO systems, the large scale antenna arrays at the transmitters can
provide significant beamforming gains to overcome path loss. The hybrid baseband
and RF processing is particularly appropriate for mmWave MIMO systems, because
the mmWave systems rely heavily on RF processing and the hybrid processing can
effectively reduce the excessive cost of RF chains. In order to further reduce the
hardware complexity, the number of phase shifters in use can also be reduced. There-

fore, the hybrid precoding architectures can be categorized into the fully-connected
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and sub-connected architectures [19]. In the fully-connected architecture, each RF
chain is connected to all transmitting antennas via phase shifters, while in the sub-
connected architecture, each RF chain is connected to only a subset of transmitting
antennas [20]. Although the sub-connected architecture sacrifices some beamforming
gain, it can significantly reduce the hardware implementation complexity without
obvious performance loss.

Likewise, another approach to reduce the power consumption is the use of low-
resolution DACs for each antenna and RF chain [21] [22]. The power consumption
of the DACs grows linearly with increases in bandwidth and exponentially with the
number of quantization bits [23]. With a large number of required DACs in massive
MIMO systems, the systems will suffer from prohibitively high power consumption.
Therefore, the resolution of DACs must be limited to make the power consumption
acceptable. It is worth studying the impact of quantized precoding for the downlink

massive MIMO systems.

1.3 Aims and Objectives

The aim of this thesis is to provide a framework to achieve efficient massive MIMO
systems with low computational and hardware complexity through the introduc-
tion of proposed hybrid precoding schemes. Moreover, the performance of different

precoding schemes will be explored and analyzed. The objectives of this thesis are:

e To design the hybrid precoding scheme with fully-connected architecture for

the finite dimensional channel in massive MIMO systems.

e To design the hybrid precoding scheme with sub-connected architecture for

mmWave massive MIMO systems.

e To analyze the performance of the low complexity precoding schemes in terms

of spectral efficiency and bit error rate (BER).
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1.4 Summary of Contributions

The contributions of this thesis are focused on the design and performance analysis of
novel low complexity precoding schemes for massive MIMO systems. The following
list highlights and summarizes the main contributions of this thesis:

In Chapter 3, a low complexity hybrid precoding scheme is proposed for the
downlink transmission of massive multi-user MIMO systems with a finite dimen-
sional channel model. A tight upper bound on the spectral efficiency is derived and
the performance of hybrid precoding is investigated. Simulation results show that
the proposed hybrid precoding achieves spectral efficiency close to that achieved
by the optimal ZF precoding and performs better than existing hybrid precoding
schemes from the literature.

In Chapter 4, based on successive refinement, a new iterative hybrid precod-
ing scheme is proposed with a sub-connected architecture for mmWave massive
MIMO systems. Then an upper bound on the spectral efficiency is derived with a
closed-form expression. The energy efficiency and the complexity of different hybrid
precoding schemes are analyzed. Numerical results demonstrate that the proposed
hybrid precoding scheme approaches the performance of the optimal unconstrained
singular value decomposition (SVD) and has higher energy efficiency and better
BER performance than the fully-connected architecture.

In Chapter 5, the impact of one-bit ZF precoding is studied for massive MIMO
systems with the uplink and downlink hardware mismatch. The Bussgang theorem
and random matrix theorem are used to derive the closed-form expressions for the
achievable rate, through the evaluation of expectations and asymptotic deterministic
equivalents (ADEs) of a series of random variables. The numerical simulations

indicate the validation of the accuracy of the approximation expressions.
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1.5 Organization of the Thesis

This thesis is organized as follows:

Chapter 2 provides the background theory and current research related to this
work. The fundamentals of massive MIMO are introduced and millimetre wave
communications are presented in detail. In addition, a comprehensive survey of the
precoding schemes is described, such as, linear precoding, non-linear precoding and
hybrid precoding, where the theoretical and methodological contributions to the
MIMO precoding are summarized.

Chapter 3 introduces a hybrid precoding design for an M-dimensional channel
model. By analyzing the structure of the channel model, the beamsteering code-
books are combined with extracting the phase of the conjugate transpose of the fast
fading matrix to design the RF precoder. Then the baseband precoder is designed
with ZF precoding based on the equivalent channel obtained from the product of the
RF precoder and the channel matrix. With perfect channel state information, the
spectral efficiency is analyzed and the performance of the proposed hybrid precoding
scheme is evaluated in simulation.

Chapter 4 presents an iterative hybrid precoding scheme with a sub-connected
architecture. Based on successive refinement, in each iteration, the first step is to
design the RF precoder and the second step is to design the baseband precoder.
The RF precoder is regarded as an input to update the baseband precoder until the
stopping criterion is triggered. Phase extraction is used to obtain the RF precoder
and then the baseband precoder is optimized by the orthogonal property. A com-
prehensive performance analysis is then carried out in terms of spectral efficiency,
energy efficiency and computational complexity.

Chapter 5 studies the impact of one-bit ZF precoding for massive MIMO systems
with the uplink and downlink hardware mismatch. With the use of low-resolution
DAC:s for each antenna and RF chain, the hardware complexity can be reduced ef-

fectively. Moreover, in more practical scenario, the hardware mismatch is considered
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between the uplink and the downlink for the channel matrix, where the downlink
is not the transpose of the uplink in TDD mode. Based on these, using the Buss-
gang theorem and random matrix theorem, the closed-form analytical expressions
are derived for the achievable rate and the performance approximation.

Chapter 6 concludes the thesis and future work in this field is also presented.

1.6 Publications Related to the Thesis

1. Y. Chen, S. Boussakta, C. Tsimenidis, J. Chambers and S. Jin, “Low com-
plexity hybrid precoding in finite dimensional channel for massive MIMO sys-
tems”, in Proc. 25rd European Signal Processing Conference (EUSIPCO),

Kos, Greece, 2017.



Chapter 2

Literature Review

2.1 MIMO Communications

MIMO communication systems were first investigated to focus on point-to-point
scenarios. At the transmitter, the serial data is transformed into several parallel
data sub-stream and sent by multiple transmit antennas. The multiplex signals
received by multiple receive antennas are processed in space and time domain and
then switched back to the serial original data at the receiver. The benefits offered by
multiple antennas are mainly to harvest the spatial diversity and spatial multiplex-
ing gains. The spatial diversity gain aims to enhance the communication reliability
by reducing BER [24] [25] and the spatial multiplexing gain contributes to substan-
tially increase the communication capacity of the system by multiplexing more data
streams [26].

With the development of MIMO communication technology, multi-user MIMO is
proposed [27], where a base station equipped with multiple antennas simultaneously
communicates with a set of single antenna mobile terminals. In multi-user MIMO
scenarios, the base station requires expensive equipment and the mobile terminals
can be relatively cheap using single antenna devices. Therefore, multi-user MIMO
is more practical to provide the high capacity, increased diversity and interference

suppression and being deployed throughout the world.



2.1 MIMO Communications

Point-to-point MIMO channel is shown in Fig. 2.1, where the numbers of the
transmitter antennas and the receiver antennas are denoted as N, and N,, re-
spectively. It is assumed that H € CM >N denotes the channel matrix and n ~
CN(0, 021y, ) represents an additive white Gaussian noise vector with elements hav-

ing zero mean and o2 variance. The processed received signal can be written as

y = Hs +n, (2.1)

where y is the CV*! received signal vector and s is the CV*! transmitted signal

vector.

) YT
— RF Chain ST RF Chain —
—_— NS
RF Chain YL RF Chain
. L . .
N Post- Ns
: Pre- . NN V' . ; .
N . processing PN processing
\V/ \V/
- RF Chain RF Chain

Figure 2.1: Point-to-point MIMO system.

It is assumed that perfect channel state information is known at both transmitter
and receiver sides, the capacity of point-to-point MIMO systems can be expressed

as

P,
C' = log,det (I + i : HWHH> , (2.2)

s0n
where P, is the total average transmit power, N is the number of transmitted
data streams and W is the power allocation matrix. W = diag{w, ws, ..., wn,}
with w; being different transmit power. The SVD of the channel matrix is H =
UXVH [28], where U € CV*N and V € C¥*M are unitary matrices and ¥ is
an N, x N, diagonal matrix of singular values \; in descendant order. Therefore,

by decomposing the MIMO channel into Ny, single-input single-output (SISO)
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channels, (2.2) can be written as
-y te g2
C= - 10g2 <1 + mwz)\z) s (23)

where N,;, = min(N,., NV;) is the rank of channel matrix and w; is the optimal power
allocation value using the waterfilling algorithm to maximize the system capacity.

w; can be given as

N,o?
W; = max (O,ﬂ— P;;), (2.4)
A

where p is the waterfilling level, which is chosen to respect the total power constraint.

2.2 Massive MIMO

In recent years, massive MIMO, upgraded from the conventional MIMO technology,
has been widely studied to achieve substantial improvements in spectral efficiency
and energy efficiency [6] [7]. Massive MIMO was proposed by Thomas L.Marzetta
in 2010 [8], which employs an unprecedented number of base station antennas simul-
taneously to serve a smaller number of mobile terminals in the same channel. When
the number of base station antennas grows asymptotically to infinity, the effects of
uncorrelated noise, small-scale fading and intra-cell interference will be eliminated,
which makes the channel between the base station and each mobile terminal near-
orthogonal. Moreover, large antenna arrays can also achieve large multiplexing and
array gains.

Massive MIMO depends on spatial multiplexing, which further relies on the
base station to have perfect channel state information, both on the uplink and
downlink. Time-division duplex (TDD) is preferred in massive MIMO system, where
channel reciprocity can be exploited to get channel state information (CSI) from
channel estimation for the uplink. That means the mobile terminals could obtain

the same CSI directly for the downlink as it is estimated by using uplink received
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pilots. Of course in practical, compared with the downlink CSI, the uplink CSI could
be inaccurate or outdated as the channel is fast time-varying, which would affect
the performance of the system. Unlike TDD, frequency-division duplexing (FDD),
where channel reciprocity cannot be exploitable, is less used. The reason is that the
overhead scales linearly with the number of antennas in FDD [29], which makes it
difficult to be deployed in massive MIMO system. Nonetheless, FDD mode is still

a promising research direction and many researchers have been working on it.

2.2.1 Multi-user Channel

Consider a multi-user massive MIMO system in a single cell scenario shown in
Fig. 2.2, where the base station is equipped with N antennas and serves K single-
antenna mobile terminals. The channel coefficient is denoted from the n-th antenna

of the base station to the k-th mobile terminal as Ay p:

hin =/ ditipn, (2.5)

where dj, represents the real large-scale fading coefficients and ?;,, represents the

Sa T X N/ N/ v
— e
\/ \V/
—_— Y2
. ] . H
K « | Precoding : N: ‘.
\V/ \/ Vi
—

Figure 2.2: Multiuser massive MIMO system.

complex small-scale fading coefficients. The large-scale fading accounts for path loss
and shadow fading, thus the fading coefficients D'/? are assumed to be the same for
different base station antennas. The small-scale fading coefficients T are assumed

to be different for each mobile terminal and each antenna at the base station. Then,
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the downlink channel matrix H from the base station to all X mobile terminals can

be represented as the product of a K x K diagonal matrix D2 and a K x N matrix

T:
H = DY°T, (2.6)
where
d;
dy
D= , (2.7)
di
t11 b1, N
T = (2.8)
tk1 -+ tgN

In the downlink transmission, the received signal y,; can be written as

Ya = v/PadHxX4 4 1q, (2.9)
where x4 = [2¢, 24, -+, 2% is the vector of the transmitted signal with E[x x4] =
Iy, ng € CX*! represents an additive white Gaussian noise vector with elements

having zero mean and unit variance and p, is the downlink transmit power.

The channel state information is assumed to be known at both base station
and mobile terminals. Therefore, in order to maximize the sum transmission rate,
the sum capacity of the downlink multi-user massive MIMO systems with power

allocations is defined as [4] [30]
C = max logydet(Iy + pHPWH), (2.10)
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where W is a positive diagonal matrix whose diagonal elements (wy,ws, -+, wg)
represent the power allocations for each mobile terminal. The power constraint is
denoted as Zszl wr = 1. In multi-user massive MIMO systems, the number of
base station antennas N tends to infinity [8], which exceeds the number of mobile
terminals. Because the small-scale fading coefficients of T are independent for dif-
ferent mobile terminals, the row-vectors of the channel matrix for different mobile

terminals are asymptotically orthogonal, hence [31]

HHH — D1/2TTHD1/2
~ ND'?I;D'/?

= ND. (2.11)
Then the asymptotic sum capacity can be expressed as
C =~ max log,det(Ix + pa NWD). (2.12)

For simplicity, matched filter (MF) precoder is used to process the vector of signal

for all mobile terminals and the transmitted signal is given by

x; = PDV/?W'/%g,

= HID/2W1/2g,, (2.13)

where s; € CK*! is the vector of source signal and P is the precoding matrix. The

processed received signal in (2.9) can be rewritten as

ya = /pdHH'D*W'25,; 4 n,

~ \/paND?*W'/2s; 4 n,. (2.14)

From (2.12), due to the diagonal matrices W and D, the MIMO transmission from
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the base station to all mobile terminals can be decomposed to multiple SISO trans-
mission. When the power allocation is optimized, the sum capacity can be maxi-
mized to achieve capacity optimization.

In the uplink transmission, TDD operation is assumed, thus the uplink channel
matrix is the transpose of the downlink channel matrix. The received signal vector

Y. can be described as

Y = /puH %X, + 1, (2.15)
where x, = [2% 2%, -+ ,2%]7 is the vector of the transmitted signal from all the
mobile terminals to the base station with E[|z¥|?] = 1, n, € CY*! represents an

additive white Gaussian noise vector with elements having zero mean and unit vari-
ance and p, is the uplink transmit power. Assuming that the base station knows

the CSI, the capacity for the uplink is
C = log,det(Ix + p,H*HT). (2.16)
Based on the result in (2.11), the asymptotic capacity is given by

C = logydet(Ix + Np,D)

K
= logy(1+ Npudy). (2.17)

k=1

Due to the asymptotic orthogonality of the channel vectors, MF processing at
the base station becomes asymptotically optimal. Therefore, the processed received
signal is the product of the conjugate-transpose of the uplink channel matrix and

the received signal vector, as

H'y, = H*(\/p_uHTxu +n,)

~ N./p.Dx, + H'n,. (2.18)
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From (2.18), the processed received signals from different mobile terminals are effi-
ciently and perfectly separated into different streams and the inter-user interference

is asymptotically neglected. The signal transmission from each mobile terminal can

be considered as a SISO channel with SNR = Np,d.

2.2.2 Millimetre Wave Channel

The exponentially growth in communication traffic has exacerbated spectrum con-
gestion in current frequency bands, thus new spectrum bands are exploited for future
communications. MmWave wireless communications have been demonstrated as a
promising approach to solve the spectrum congestion problem, which make the use
of spectrum from 30 GHz to 300 GHz [17,18,32,33]. Recent studies show that
mmWave frequencies can be used to augment the current microwave frequencies in
the range between 700 MHz - 2.6 GHz and the comparison of available bandwidth
at microwave and mmWave frequencies is shown in Table 2.1 [34].

On one hand, the use of mmWave frequencies in wireless communications still
needs to overcome some technical difficulties. Because of the atmospheric absorp-
tion [35], rain attenuation [36] and low penetration, the ten-fold increase in carrier
frequency will suffer from less favourable propagation loss [34] [37], which is much
higher than that of conventional frequency bands. On the other hand, the decreased
wavelength of mmWave enables a large antenna array to be packed in small physi-
cal dimension [18]. The large antenna array can provide sufficient antenna gain to
overcome the severe path loss of mmWave channel. Further, by the use of precod-
ing techniques, the large antenna array may support the transmission of multiple
data streams to improve spectral efficiency and allow systems to approach capac-
ity [10] [38].

In the mmWave systems, due to the practical consideration of the high frequency
and bandwidth, there are new constraints on the hardware, such as power consump-

tion and circuit technology, which stimulate intensive interest in overcoming these
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Table 2.1: The Comparison of Available Bandwidth at Microwave and MmWave

Frequencies
Wavelength Frequency Available
Band Generation
(m) Range (GHz) | Bandwidth (GHz)

0.3750 0.791 - 0.862

2G
0.3333 0.880 - 0.959

3G 0.1667 1.710 - 1.880
0.1429 1.920 - 2.169

4G
0.1154 2.500 - 2.690

microwave 0.5000 0.470 - 0.694 2.5

0.4286 0.694 - 0.790
0.2000 1.427 - 1.518

5G
0.0857 3.300 - 3.800
0.0638 4.500 - 4.990
0.0536 5.500 - 5.700
0.0130 22.55 - 23.55
0.0107 27.50 - 31.23
0.0079 38.6 - 40.0
0.0075 40.5 - 42.5
0.0065 45.5 - 46.9

mmWave 5G 23

0.0064 47.2 - 48.2
0.0061 48.2 - 50.2
0.0041 71-76
0.0036 81 - 86
0.0032 92 - 95
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constraints. In order to reduce the number of digital-to-analog converters and their
resolutions, the signal processing operations can be partitioned into digital and ana-
log domains, which lead to the research on hybrid precoding schemes, beamspace
signal processing [39] and low resolution DAC methods. Moreover, since the phase
sifters may suffer from quantized phase and insertion loss [40], the performance
analysis of the impairments of the analog components and the novel algorithms
which can achieve good performance even in presence of impairments are promising

research areas.

2.2.2.1 Propagation Characteristics

For mmWave massive MIMO systems with free space propagation, based on the
Friis’ Law [41], the ratio between received power P, and transmitted power P is
given by

P, A\

where GG, and G, are the receive and transmit antenna gains, respectively, A is the
wavelength and d is the distance between transmitter and receiver. The path loss
in (2.19) is given by 1672(d/\)?, which implies that if the system is operated at
two different frequencies with the same transmitter and receiver gains, mmWave
propagation will experience a higher path loss than conventional lower frequencies.
MmWave signals are very susceptible to blockages, because the reduced diffrac-
tion and specular propagation are exhibited in mmWave frequencies, which will lead
to a nearly bimodal channel based on the presence or absence of line-of-sight. Due
to the sensitivity to blockages, the transmission link can be easily influenced.
However, mmWave frequencies with shorter wavelengths lead to a tremendous
increase in the number of antenna elements within the same physical area, which can
provide higher array gains to compensate large path loss values. For an N-element

uniform linear array (ULA) with constant length L, we define the inter-element
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spacing is A/2, thus the number of elements N can be expressed as

N ==, (2.20)

The array gains are proportional to the number of elements N. Therefore, the higher
array gains at high frequencies can compensate for the increased path loss in free
space propagation.

The research on mmWave propagation characteristics has captured the attention
of researchers over the past years. In small cell scenarios, for distance of up to
200m, the path loss with mmWave frequencies achieves as good performance as
conventional cellular frequencies [17,42,43], which shows the feasibility of mmWave
system in outdoor urban environments. For the urban cellular deployments, the
absorption of atmospheric and rain can be beneficial because it further attenuates
interference from more distant base stations. In addition, the limitation of mmWayve,
which can not penetrate brick and concrete, may make the mmWave cells located

strictly indoor or strictly outdoor.

2.2.2.2 Channel Model

Due to the high free space path loss, mmWave propagation suffers from the limited
spatial selectivity or scattering. The large antenna array is implemented to combat
the high path loss, which leads to high levels of antenna correlation. In sparse
scattering environments, the large antenna array makes many of the statistical fading
distributions used in traditional MIMO analysis inaccurate for mmWave channel.
Therefore, a clustered mmWave channel model is introduced to characterize its key
features.

When describing the channel model for mmWayve systems with N, transmit and
N, receive antennas, we generally refer to the array response vectors as a function of

the antenna array structure only. For an N-element ULA, the array response vector
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can be given by [14]

a(f) = 1 e] )\ dszn(@) 47Tdszn(€)7 L. ’ej(N—l)zT“dsin(O) T’ 291

0) = 5l | 2.21)

where A is the wavelength of the signal and d denotes the distance between any
two adjacent antenna elements and 6 is the physical angle of arrival or departure.
Based on the form of (2.21), the channel matrix is assumed to be the sum of all
N, scattering clusters, where each cluster contributes N, propagation paths. Under

these circumstances, the mmWave channel model can be defined as [10,44,45]

2025” ZJ At QSU)aT(Hl])at(wa) s (222)

Pﬂjl

where 3;; is the complex gain of the j-th path in the ¢-th scattering cluster. 6;;
and ¢;; represent the azimuth angles of arrival and departure, respectively. The
functions A, (6;;) and A(¢;;) are the receive and transmit antenna element gains at
the azimuth angles of 6;; and ¢;;, respectively. a,(;;) and a;(¢;;) are the receive
and transmit array response vectors at the azimuth angles of arrival and departure.

In terms of the N, azimuth angles of arrival and departure in the i-th cluster,
0;; and ¢;; are assumed to be randomly distributed with a uniformly random mean
values of §; and ¢,, respectively. The ranges of 0;; and ¢,; are defined as [@in, Omax]
and [@min, Pmax)- In addition, the angular spreads of 6,; and ¢;; in all clusters are
assumed to be constant with oy and o4. The distribution for the angles of arrival
and departure is found that the Laplacian distribution is a good choice to generate
all the 6,;’s and ¢;;’s [46]. Based on these definitions, it is assumed that the transmit
and receive antenna elements are modelled as being ideal sectored elements. Thus,

Ay(¢ij) can be given by [10]

1 \V/¢1 S [Qbmim ¢max]7
Ai(9ij) = ’ (223)

0 otherwise,
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and A, (6;;) can be given by

1 vgm € [QmimgmaxL
A (055) = (2.24)

0 otherwise,
where the transmit and receive antenna element gains are unit over the azimuth

sectors.

2.2.3 Potentials and Challenges
2.2.3.1 Potentials

1) Massive MIMO has the capability that it can improve the energy efficiency
by 100 times and increase the capacity by 10 times or more [47]. In massive
MIMO systems, the spatial multiplexing technique leads to the increase in
capacity. The improvement of energy efficiency is because the energy can be
concentrated in small regions in the space, with the large number of anten-
nas. Based on the coherent superposition of wavefronts, after sending out the
shaped signals from the antennas, the base station can confirm that all the
wavefronts emitted from the antennas will add up constructively at the in-
tended terminals’ locations and destructively elsewhere. In order to suppress
the interference between mobile terminals, ZF algorithm is used at the cost of

increased transmitted power.

Besides ZF, MF is also a good choice for massive MIMO systems, because
it reduces the computational complexity with multiplication of the received
signals by the conjugate channel responses and is performed in a distributed
mode, independently at every antenna element. Although MF performs worse
than ZF for the conventional MIMO systems, it works well for massive MIMO
systems, because, with large number of base station antennas, the channel

responses with different mobile terminals tend to be almost orthogonal. With
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MF algorithm, the power can be scaled down as much as possible without
seriously affecting the overall spectral efficiency and multi-user interference.
Compared to conventional MIMO systems, massive MIMO achieves the overall
10 times higher spectral efficiency, because the systems serve more terminals

simultaneously in the same time frequency resource [48].

Massive MIMO systems can be built with low-cost and low-power components.
In conventional MIMO systems, the base station equips with few antennas,
which are fed from high power amplifiers. However, in massive MIMO systems,
a large number of antennas lead to hundreds of amplifiers, thus it is infeasible
to use high power amplifiers. In order to overcome the problem, the low-
cost amplifiers with output power in the milliwatt range are used in massive
MIMO systems. Using a large number of antennas, the limits on accuracy and
linearity of every amplifier and RF chain are reduced and their combination
action becomes more significant. Moreover, the noise, fading and hardware
imperfections are averaged with the signals from a large number of antennas
combined together in the free space, which increase the robustness of massive

MIMO systems.

In addition, in order to reduce the huge energy consumed by the cellular base
stations, the renewable resources such as solar or wind can be used to consume
less power. If the base stations are deployed to the places where electricity
is not available, the renewable resources can be a good choice to address this
problem. Along with this, the electromagnetic interference generated by the

base stations can also be substantially reduced.

Massive MIMO permits a significant decrease in latency on the air interface.
When the signal is transmitted from the base station to the terminal, it will
travel through multiple paths, which results from the scattering, reflection

and diffraction. The fading makes the wireless communication systems suffer
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from latency, because the strength of the signal through different paths can
be reduced to a considerable low point. If the terminal is trapped in a fading
dip, it has to wait until the transmission channel changes until any data can
be received. However, in massive MIMO systems, based on the large antenna
arrays, beamforming can effectively avoid fading dip and further decrease the

latency [4].

Massive MIMO can also simplify the multiple access layer. Thanks to the
use of large antenna arrays, the channel strengthens and the frequency do-
main scheduling is not suitable. In orthogonal frequency division multiplex-
ing (OFDM) systems, massive MIMO provides each subcarrier with the same
channel gain, because each terminal can be provided with the whole band-
width. Therefore, most of the physical layer control signalling can be redun-

dant [4].

4) Massive MIMO increases the strength against the unintended man-made inter-
ference and intentional jamming. For the cyber security, intentional jamming
is a growing concern. Massive MIMO can provide the methods to improve ro-
bustness of wireless communications by the multiple antennas. Massive MIMO
also offers an excess of degrees of freedom to cancel the signals from intended
jammers. Using joint channel estimation and decoding, massive MIMO sys-
tems can reduce the harmful interference by smart jammers, instead of the

conventional uplink pilots of channel estimation [47].

2.2.3.2 Challenges

1) Channel State Information Acquisition:

Due to channel estimation and feedback issues, the TDD transmission mode
relying on channel reciprocity is regarded almost as a requirement for realistic
implementations of massive MIMO systems [49] [50]. Channel reciprocity can

be exploited to get CSI from channel estimation for the uplink. That means
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the mobile terminals could obtain the same CSI directly for the downlink as it
is estimated by using uplink received pilots. Of course in practical, compared
with the downlink CSI, the uplink CSI could be inaccurate or outdated as
the channel is fast time-varying, which would affect the performance of the

system.

Unlike TDD, in the FDD transmission mode, channel reciprocity cannot be
exploitable, where the downlink and uplink transmissions operate at different
frequencies [51]. Using FDD, the uplink and downlink channels are charac-
terized by two separate channel matrices. For the uplink channel estimation,
all terminals send different pilot sequences to the base station and the time
required for uplink pilot transmission is independent of the number of base
station antennas. For the downlink channel estimation, the time required for
downlink pilot transmission is proportional to the number of base station an-
tennas, because the pilot signals are transmitted from the base station to all
terminals first and then all terminals feed back estimated CSI for the downlink
channels to the base station. The whole coherence time may be used for the
downlink channel estimation, leaving no time for data transmission. There-
fore, in massive MIMO systems, the large antenna arrays make the FDD mode

infeasible.

However, the research on the FDD transmission has captured the attention of
researchers as a very interesting approach in massive MIMO systems. There
are several possible methods to enable FDD mode. One way is to design effi-
cient precoding schemes based on partial CSI or even no CSI. Another way is
to use the idea of compressed sensing to reduce the feedback overhead. There-
fore, more investigations of the challenges and feasibility for FDD operation

in massive MIMO are needed.

2) Pilot Contamination:
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In typical multi-cell massive MIMO systems, the pilot sequences employed by
the terminals in adjacent cells may no longer be orthogonal to those within
the cell, because the number of orthogonal pilots is smaller than the number
of terminals. This inevitably causes interference among pilots in different
cells and incurs an ultimate limitation to obtain optimal system performance
and sufficiently accurate channel estimation for the uplink, leading to the
pilot contamination problem [7]. The channel parameters are estimated from
not only the desired link in the target cell but also the interference links in
neighbouring cells. The interference rejection performance on massive MIMO
systems is challenging in practice due to huge CSI signalling overhead and

backhaul signalling latency.

In the multi-cell scenario, it is assumed that the pilot sequence of the k-th
terminal in the I-th cell is ¥r; = [, 07, -~ ,9F,]", where 7 denotes the
length of the pilot sequence. In terms of non-interference between terminals,
the pilot sequences employed by the terminals within the same cell and between

neighbouring cells are orthogonal, thus

Py = o[k — o[l — jl, (2.25)
where d]-] is defined as
1 =0,
Slz] = (2.26)
0 x#0.

Therefore, the base station can obtain the estimation of the channel matrix
without pilot contamination. However, if the period and bandwidth are lim-
ited, the number of orthogonal pilot sequences limits the number of terminals
that can be served by the multi-cell multi-user systems. In massive MIMO

systems, the base stations are expected to serve more terminals, thus non-
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orthogonal pilot sequences are utilized in adjacent cells. In this case, suffering

from pilot contamination,

Yty # 0. (2.27)

Thus, the estimation of channel matrix will be affected by the non-orthogonal

pilot sequences.

Recently, various approaches are proposed to reduce and even eliminate the
pilot contamination phenomenon. For example, the efficient channel estima-
tion algorithms or blind transmission techniques that circumvent the use of
pilots can be used to mitigate the influence of pilot contamination. The pilot
contamination precoding is also a promising method to reduce the interference

with cooperative transmission.

Hardware and Computational Complexity

With hundreds of antennas at the base station, massive MIMO systems require
hundreds of RF chains, which include a large number of digital-to-analog con-
vertors, mixers and power amplifiers. This leads to huge power consumption,
hardware cost and complexity. Therefore, the need for cheaper and low power
hardware becomes a significant factor for massive MIMO systems. To re-
duce implementation cost and complexity without obvious performance loss,
an electromagnetic lens antenna is proposed in [52] [53] to provide spatial

multipath separation and energy focusing functions.

In addition, the computational complexity of precoding schemes increases to-
gether with the number of antennas at the base station. Therefore, the design
of low complexity precoding algorithms is needed in massive MIMO systems,
which reduces the time for data transmission. Moreover, the hybrid precoding
schemes can also contribute to reduce the hardware complexity by reducing

the number of RF chains.
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2.3 MIMO Precoding

Precoding is a generalization of beamforming to support multi-stream transmission
in multi-antenna wireless communications. In multi-user MIMO systems, precoding
techniques are generally preferred for the downlink communications. The precoding
techniques are applied at the source signals before they are transmitted which can
overcome the interference between mobile terminals. Moreover, because the base
station has high computing ability and power supply, precoding is a reliable tech-
nique that exploits the channel state information available at the transmitting side
in order to be convenient for signal detection at the receiving side, which can reduce
the burdens of signal processing and simplify the structure at the mobile terminals.

For regular MIMO systems, precoding techniques can be divided into two cate-
gories, linear precoding [54-56] and non-linear precoding [57] and there are essential
differences between them. Linear precoding has poor performance with low imple-
mentation complexity, while non-linear precoding has good performance with high
implementation complexity. Theoretical analysis illustrates that the non-linear pre-
coding methods such as Dirty Paper Coding (DPC) could achieve the capacity of
MIMO Gaussian broadcast channel [58]. In massive MIMO systems, linear precod-
ing schemes are shown to be near-optimal with the large antenna arrays. Thus, it is
more practical to use low complexity linear precoding techniques in massive MIMO
systems. However, the use of linear precoding brings us new problems in massive
MIMO systems, which makes the systems suffer from excessively high hardware cost
and power consumption. Then we introduce some efficient hybrid precoding schemes

to overcome the constraints of hardware complexity.

2.3.1 Linear Precoding

With the perfect CSI known at the transmitter, we define the transmitted signal x

is derived as a linear combination of the source signal s. Therefore, the transmitted
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signal can be calculated as
x = Ps, (2.28)

where P is the precoding matrix. Since the transmitted power is limited by FP;, the
precoding matrix has to be designed to satisfy the transmit power constraint, that

18
E[|[Ps]3] = P (2.29)

Some fundamental linear precoding techniques are introduced for MIMO communi-
cations as follows.

MF is the simplest linear precoding scheme to maximize the received SNR, ig-
noring multi-user interference. The MF precoding matrix Py can be computed as

the Hermitian of the channel matrix H,

1
Pur = —HY, (2.30)
Bur

where Oyp = \/LE tr(HH") is a power normalization factor.

In multi-user scenarios, if each terminal is equipped with a single antenna, inter-
ferences from other signals cannot be cancelled. In order to deal with the multi-user
interference, ZF precoding is widely used. The ZF precoding matrix Pzr can be

computed as the pseudoinverse of the channel matrix,

1
Py = —HY(HHY)™!, (2.31)
Bzr

where fzp = \/% tr((HH")~1) is a power normalization factor. ZF precoding tech-
nique is attractive due to their simplicity, however, when the terminals are equipped

with multiple antennas, block diagonalization (BD) method is more suitable. It is
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defined that the base station with N, antennas serves K terminals in the commu-
nication systems. The number of antennas for each terminal is N,. For the i-th

terminal, the received signal y; € CN*! can be expressed as

K
y; = Hz Z PEDXk + n;,
k=1

(2.32)

where H; € CN*Nt is the channel matrix between the base station and the i-
th terminal, PP° € CNe*Nr is the BD precoding matrix for the k-th terminal,
(CNTXl

X, € is the source signal vector and n; € CY¥*! is the noise vector. The

equivalent combined channel matrix of all terminals is given by

H, H, H,
H, H, H,
H= (2.33)
Hy; Hg Hy
Therefore, the received signals for all terminals are written as
Y1 H, H H, P]13DX1 ng
Yo H2 HQ H2 P]QBDXQ ns
_|_
YK Hyx Hg Hy PiPx ng
H,P?® H,PIP H, PP X n
H,P?® H,P5P H,P>P Xy n,
+ (2.34)
| HiPPP HgPyP HiPy | | xx | | nx |

Based on (2.34), a matrix H ™" is constructed excluding the channel matrix of i-th
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terminal as

B = [Hy - HE - HJY (2.35)

where H™" € CWe=No)>xNe and N, = KN,. In order to eliminate the multi-user
interference, BD method is used to make the off-diagonal term HiP}BD in (2.34)

equal to Oy, «n,. Thus, (2.35) should be satisfied with the constraint

H 'P® =0 -noxn,, i=1,2,- K. (2.36)

This implies that the precoding matrix PPP must be designed to lie in the null space
of H™. With the use of BD, the received signals for all terminals can be rewritten

as

VA H1P]13D 0 cee 0 X1 n;
Yy 0 HQPBD s 0 X9 ns

2 = 2 + . (237)
Vi 0 0 .- HgPPP Xf¢ ng

In terms of the design of BD precoding matrix, it is assumed the rank of H™ is

Niank = Ny — N,.. The SVD of H™* can be expressed as

H ' =UxVH

H
—us v ve | (239

where Uj; is an Ny X Npank unitary matrix, V; is an N; X Ny unitary matrix and X3,
is an Npank X Ny diagonal matrix of singular values in descendant order. V; is divided

into two parts, Vgl) € CNexNeank consists of the Ny non-zero singular vectors and
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VZ@) € CNNr consists of the N, zero singular vectors. Multiplying H™ with V¥,

A2
BV - s o || v
v"
— usviive
=U,xo
-0, (2.39)

(1)

where X, is the first partition of dimension Nynk X Npank. Thus, ng) forms an

orthogonal for the null space of H™* and PPP = VEZ) can be used for precoding
the signal of the i-th terminal with BD constraint. However, the main computa-
tional complexity of BD precoding comes from the SVD operation, which makes the

computational complexity increase with the number of terminals and the system

dimensions.

2.3.2 Non-linear Precoding

Compared with linear precoding methods, non-linear methods, such as DPC [29],
Tomlinson-Harashima (TH) precoding and vector perturbation (VP) offer significant
sum-rates benefits, however, with the use of non-linear operations, the systems will
suffer from higher implementation complexity.

DPC method was proposed by Costa in 1983, which showed that if the interfer-
ence is known to the transmitter, the theoretical channel capacity can be achieved
and the effect of the interference can be cancelled. In multi-user systems, when
designing precoding matrix for the k-th terminal, the interferences caused by the
first up to (k — 1)-th terminals are considered to be cancelled. In addition, such
remarkable performance can be achieved without the need of additional power in
transmission nor of shared CSI with the receiver. However, DPC is infeasible in

practical, because it requires infinite length codewords and complicated methods for
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signal processing.

TH precoding is an equalization technique originally proposed to cancel the inter-
symbol interference. In MIMO systems, TH precoding can be used to eliminate
the interference between different sub-channels. Although TH precoding suffers a
performance loss compared to DPC, it is feasible to implement in practice instead

of DPC method.

Figure 2.3: The block diagram of TH precoding based on L) decomposition.

Fig. 2.3 shows the structure of TH precoding and we assume the numbers of
transmitter and receiver antennas are equal to N for simplicity. TH precoding can
be implemented on the basis of LQ decomposition, thus, the channel matrix H is
decomposed into the multiplication of a lower triangular matrix L and a unitary

matrix Q,

H = LQ. (2.40)

A scaling matrix G is defined to contain the corresponding weighted coefficient for
each stream. Thus it should have a diagonal structure and the diagonal elements is

corresponding to the inverse of the diagonal elements of L, which is given by

51—11 0O --- 0
0 Iy -+ 0

G= - , (2.41)
0 0 - Iyy

where [; is the i-th diagonal element of the matrix L. The feedback matrix B is
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the product of G and L, which is utilized to cancel the interference caused by the

previous streams from the current stream. The feedback matrix B is computed as
B = GL. (2.42)

Therefore, the matrix B is a lower triangular matrix with ones on the main diagonal.
It is defined the feedforward matrix F as the conjugate transpose of the unitary
matrix Q, because the power of the transmitted signal keeps constant using the
unitary matrix. The feedforward matrix F is implemented at the transmitter to
enforce the spatial causality.

It is assumed that s = [s1, 9, -+ , si|” is the source signal and X = [Z1, T, -+ , Zn]|"
is the pre-signal. Based on the idea of serial interference cancellation, the interfer-

ence of the transmit signals can be cancelled and the amplitude of pre-signals can

be also limited by modulus operation. The pre-signal x is computed as

1 = Sq

572 = HlOdT [82 — b271i'1]

i—1
.i?i = modT [Si — Z b@jjﬁ'j]

j=1

N-1
iy = mod, [sN -> bN,j:ij] : (2.43)

j=1

where b; ; is the element of the matrix B in ¢-th row and j-th column and mod,
is the function of modulus operation to adjust the transmission power. 7 is a real
number that depends on the chosen modulation. From (2.43), the i-th terminal
needs to cancel the interferences caused by the first up to (i —1)-th terminals, which

is similar to DPC method.
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With the effect of the modulus operation, a modified source signal can be ob-
tained by adding a perturbation vector d to the source signal s, which is given

by

v=s+d. (2.44)

Based on Fig. 2.3, the feedback processing is mathematically equivalent to an inver-

sion operation B!, thus the received signal can be expressed as

r=G(HFB 'v +n)

= GHFB 'v + Gn. (2.45)

Finally, the receiver needs to apply an additional modulo operation in order to
estimate the received signal.

In addition, [59] proposed a new non-linear precoding method called VP ap-
proach. When using VP, a perturbation vector is added to the source signal vector.
However, the perturbation vector can not be arbitrary, because this vector is not
known to the receivers, thus the receivers cannot eliminate the effect of the pertur-
bation effectively. Based on TH precoding, the elements of the source signal are
perturbed by an integer, then the effect of the perturbation vector can be elimi-
nated by the modulus operation at the receiver. Assume the channel matrix is H
of dimension N x N and the source signal vector is s of dimension N x 1 , and the

perturbed signal vector s is written by

§=s+7l, (2.46)

where 7 is a positive real number and 1 is a N-dimensional complex integer vector.
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Based on the ZF-VP, the transmitted signal x is given by

1
x = —HY(HHY) 5, (2.47)

val

where v = ||[HY (HH")'§||2 is the power of the transmitted signal vector. Then

the received signal vector y is expressed as

y = v7(Hx +n)

1 H Hy\—1x
:\/f_y(ﬁHH (HH)~'5 + n)

=8+ ,/n, (2.48)

where n is the noise vector. After the received signal is processed by the modulus

operation, ignoring the effect of n,
mod,(y) = mod,(s + 71) = s, (2.49)

where 7 is a real number that depends on the chosen modulation. Therefore, we
can recover the source signal with VP method. From (2.48), /7 is the main factor
to design the perturbation vector 1. If 7 is very large, the system performance will
degrades significantly. Thus the transmit power normalization 7 is minimized to

design the optimal perturbation vector 1,

l=arg mlinfy
= arg mlin = (HAET)135|)%

= arg mlin |HY (HET) (s + 71)||%. (2.50)

The choice of 1 is a N-dimensional integer-lattice least-squares problem, for which

there exist a large number of approximate algorithms.
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2.3.3 Hybrid Precoding

In mmWave MIMO system with a large number of antennas, the conventional linear
and non-linear precoding schemes are infeasible, because the system will suffer from
prohibitively high energy consumption and hardware complexity. To solve this prob-
lem, the hybrid precoding schemes are proposed to reduce the number of RF chains,
with cost-effective variable phase shifters employed to handle the mismatch between
the number of antennas and RF chains. The comparison between conventional
precoding and hybrid precoding is shown in Fig. 2.4, where Ngp << N;. Hybrid
precoding exploits a high-dimensional phase-only RF precoder in the analog domain
and a low-dimensional baseband precoder in the digital domain. The transmitted
signals are precoded by the baseband precoding first to guarantee the performance,
and then precoded by the RF precoding to save the energy consumption and reduce
the hardware complexity.

In mmWave massive MIMO systems, [60] and [10] use hybrid methods to obtain
near optimal SVD performance, which decompose the optimal precoder and com-
biner through the concept of orthogonal matching pursuit. Due to the high complex-
ity of searching columns of the overcomplete matrix in [10], a low-complexity hybrid
sparse precoding method is proposed in [61] using a greedy method with the element-
wise normalization of the first singular vector of the residual. Unlike the point-to-
point MIMO systems, the multi-user MIMO systems not only suffer from the noise
and inter-antenna interference but are also influenced by the multi-user interference.
Thus, the methods above are not suitable for the multi-user scenario. Several hy-
brid precoding schemes are proposed to solve the problem. In [14], limited feedback
hybrid precoding is proposed with short training and feedback overhead to achieve
near optimal block diagonalization performance. A phased ZF precoding in [9] ap-
plies phase-only control at the RF domain and then performs a low-dimensional
baseband ZF precoding based on the effective channel seen from baseband, which

approaches the performance of the virtually optimal full complexity ZF precoding

35



2.3 MIMO Precoding

in a massive multi-user MIMO scenario.

7 \—{Rechan —
—

Conventional

Ns - Precoder T

— }—(RF Gran }—

(a) Conventional precoding scheme

4 (e chn }—( Y
Baseband RF R

Precoder Nee - Precoder « Nt

Ns :
— J—{RF Chain }—| j

(b) Hybrid precoding scheme

Figure 2.4: The comparison between conventional precoding and hybrid precoding
schemes.

The precoding schemes above are called fully-connected architecture, which means
each RF chain is connected to all base station antennas. When the base station an-
tenna number is fairly large, the fully-connected architecture requires a large number
of phase shifters for the RF precoder, which leads to both high energy consumption
and hardware complexity. In order to further reduce the energy consumption and
hardware complexity, the hybrid precoding design with sub-connected architecture is
considered in mmWave massive MIMO systems. In the sub-connected architecture,
each RF chain is connected to only a subset of base station antennas, instead of all
base station antennas. The advantage of the sub-connected architecture is to reduce
the number of required phase shifters, which can be more energy-efficient and more
practical for antenna deployment. In [19], some hybrid MIMO architectures are pro-
posed to reduce the cost, complexity, and power consumption of mmWave MIMO
systems, while incurring small loss in the system performance. The constraints on

the original hybrid precoding problem with sub-connected architecture is different
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from that with fully-connected architecture. Focusing on the optimization of achiev-
able capacity, [62] proposes a successive interference cancellation (SIC)-based hybrid
precoding with near-optimal performance and low complexity.

In this section, two effective hybrid precoding schemes are introduced in detail. In
point-to-point communication scenario, formulating the achievable rate optimization
problem as a sparse approximation problem, the spatially sparse precoding can
obtain near optimal SVD performance through the concept of orthogonal matching
pursuit. In multi-user communication scenario, limited feedback hybrid precoding is
proposed to achieve near optimal block diagonalization performance, which involves

an iterative searching procedure among the predefined codebook.

2.3.3.1 Spatially Sparse Precoding

In point-to-point massive MIMO scenario, the mmWave channel matrix H is defined
as (2.22) and the spectral efficiency is given by

P,
R = 10g2 det (IN5 + FtR;IWgBWgFHFRFFBBFgBFgFHHWRFWBB) s (251)

where N, is the number of data streams from the transmitter with /V; antennas to
the receiver with N, antennas. Wgp is the N, X ./\/,1,)‘F RF combining matrix and
Wi is the NRF x N, baseband combining matrix, where N® is the number of RF
chains at the receiver. Fgr is the N, x NtRF RF precoding matrix and Fgg is the
NP x N baseband precoding matrix, where N is the number of RF chains at
the transmitter. R, = c2WH; WL WrpWaggp is the noise covariance matrix after
combining.

The hybrid precoding scheme proposed in [10] is design to maximize the spectral
efficiency expression in (2.51). To simplify the design, assuming that the optimal
combiners are used at the receiver, the hybrid precoding is design to maximize the

mutual information. The mutual information is equivalent to the spectral efficiency
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over MIMO channel when Gaussian inputs are used, which is expressed as

N,o2

s¥n

P
I = log, det (IN5+ ! HFRFFBBFgBFgFHH>. (2.52)

Therefore, the precoding optimization problem can be stated as

max I, (2.53)
Frr,FBB
s.t. |FreFpsl/7 = N,
Frr € Trr,

where Frp is the set of matrices with all constant amplitude entries.

To obtain the optimal unconstrained precoder Fgp, the SVD of the channel
matrix H = UXV? is considered, where U is an N, x N, unitary matrix, ¥ is an
N, x N; diagonal matrix of singular values in descendant order and V is an N; x N,

unitary matrix. Therefore, (2.52) can be rewritten as

P
I =log, det (INS + N—;EQVHFRFFBBFQBFQIFV) : (2.54)

n

The matrices > and V are defined as
Y= 7V:|:V1 V2:|a (255)

where ¥ is the first partition of dimension N; x Ny and V7 is the first Ny columns

of V. The optimal precoder can be simply given by
Fo. = V1. (2.56)

In order to find practical near-optimal precoders that can be implemented in Fig. 2.4(b),

the hybrid precoder FrrpFgp can be made sufficiently close to the optimal precoder
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V. Therefore, [10] makes the following system assumption,

V{IFRFFBB ~ INsangRFFBB ~ 0. (257)

Based on the partitions defined in (2.55), the following partition of the matrix

VI FrpFepFhpFhpV can be defined as

VR Py PRy — | ] 1 FreFopFppFre Vi Vi FreFosFrsFre Ve
RFEBBLY BT RF VYV =

VIFrpFepFopFLr V) VI FreFpeFHsFR- Vo

_ Qi Qup ' (2.58)

Q21 Q22

The equivalent approximations defined in (2.57) imply that Q,,, Qy and Q,, are

approximately zero. Using (2.55) and (2.58), (2.54) can be approximated as

I = log, det <IN5 + ZQVHFRFFBBFBBF%L{IFV>

N o2
¥ 0 Qn Qp

0 E% Q21 Q22

~ log, det (I E2Q11)

VHFRFFBBFBBFf{Fvl)

= log, det | Iy, +

= log, det

(a) P
= log, det (INS + 5 ;2 2§>

s¥n

£

P A
+ IOgQ det (INS - (INS + —tZ%) ¢ E2<IN3 VfFRFFBBFgBFgFV1)>

N,o2 No?
P
e El)

b
’Rﬁ) log, det (INS + N

s¥n s¥n

P P
— tr <(INS + N—:)'QE%) N ;_ 22(11\[3 V{IFRFFBBFQBF}RIFVI)>

(é) log, det (INS + E%) —tr(Iy, — V{{FRFFBBFgBFngl)

N,o2

s¥n

= lodeet (I]\[5 1) — (NS — HV{IFRFFBBH%‘) N (259)

t
2
Ngo?
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where step (a) can be obtained by defining the matrices B = NI;;Q 2 and

A = VIFppFppFEpFhr V1 and noting that I+ BA = (I+B)(I—(I+B)"'B(I-A)).

Step (b) follows from (2.57), which implies that the eigenvalues of the matrix X =

(INS + ijf% E%) B Nf;% Y2 (Iy, — VI FrpFppFa;FH V1) are small and thus the ap-
proximation log, det (Iy, — X) =& log,(1 —tr(X)) ~ —tr(X) is valid. Step (c) follows
from adopting a high effective-SNR approximation, where (I N, + &E%) - &Ef R~
Iy..

Based on (2.59), the optimization problem in (2.53) is approximately equivalent

to minimizing ||Fop, — FreFpg||r, therefore, the hybrid precoding design problem

can be rewritten as

min ”Fopt - FRFFBBHF (260)
Frr,Fpp
s.t. ”FRFFBBH%‘ = NS,

Frr € Tgr.

By exploiting the structure of H, the near-optimal RF precoder can be found by
further restricting Fgp to be the set of vectors of the form a;(¢; ;). Therefore, the

design problem (2.60) can be expressed as

min ||Fopt - FRFFBBHF (261)
Frr,Fpp
s.t. ||FRFFBB”%“ = Ns,

Fi) € {ay(¢i;), Vi, j}.

In order to solve the design problem above, the solution consists of selecting the
best NRF array response vectors and finding their optimal baseband combination.
An algorithmic solution is proposed with the concept of orthogonal matching pursuit.
The algorithm finds the appropriate array response vectors a;(¢; ;) first, which has

the maximum projection with the optimal unconstrained precoder F,, and the

40



2.3 MIMO Precoding

selected column of a;(¢; ;) is appended to the RF precoder Fry. After the dominant

vector is found, the baseband precoder Fgg is calculated by

Fpp = (FpFre)  FrpFop. (2.62)

Then the residual matrix F,. is obtained by removing the contribution of the se-

lected vector, which is defined as

Fopt - FRFFBB
||F0pt - FRFFBBHF '

Fros = (2.63)

With Fe, the iteration is utilized to find the remaining N — 1 vectors a;(¢; ),
which have the maximum projection with F,. The process above repeats NRF
times to construct RF precoder Frp with dimension of N; x N and baseband
precoder Fgg with dimension of NRF' x N, which can minimize the objective function
|Fopt — FreFgp|lr. Therefore, this algorithm succeeds in selecting the best N
steering directions and forming appropriate linear combinations of the obtained
response vectors, which is close to the optimal precoder.

Fig. 2.5 shows the spectral efficiency achieved by optimal unconstrained pre-
coding and sparse spatially precoding in mmWave massive MIMO systems, where
the transmitter and the receiver are equipped with N; = 128 and N, = 8 anten-
nas. Assuming that NR?' = N, = 4, sparse spatially precoding achieves spectral
efficiency close to that achieved by optimal unconstrained precoding, which implies
that this algorithm can accurately approximate the dominant singular vectors of

channel matrix with a combination of four steering vectors.
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Figure 2.5: Spectral efficiency achieved by spatially sparse precoding for mmWave
massive MIMO systems where N; = 128, N, = 8, NRF' = N, = 4.

2.3.3.2 Limited Feedback Hybrid Precoding

In multi-user massive MIMO scenario, the received signal at the k-th mobile terminal

is defined as [14]

K
Y = WII;{FHH/Ic Z FRFf?BSi + WEFHIlk, (264)
=1

where Hj, is the N, x N, mmWave channel matrix between the base station and k-th
mobile terminal. For simplicity, it is assumed the number of RF chains is equal to
the number of mobile terminals K, thus Frp = [, £, -+ 7] is the N, x K RF
precoder and Fpg = [f£5, 28 ... f25] is the K x K baseband precoder. wir is the
RF combiner with the similar constraints as the RF precoder.

The achievable rate of the k-th mobile terminal can be expressed as

Py |« REH BB |2

2w HyFgref

Ry, =logy [ 1+ d LT ’“BB| . (2.65)
K 2aitk (Wi HiyFgrefy "> + 07

The sum rate of the system is R = Zle Ry.
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In [14], the beamsteering codebooks are adopted for the design of the analog
beamforming vectors. The beamsteering codebooks have the same form of the array
response vector and can be parameterized by a simple angle. The beamsteering
codebook is defined as F and J consists of Ng vectors a; <%> where ng takes the
values 0,1, -+, Ng — 1. Similarly, the beamsteering codebook of the RF combining
can be defined as 'W.

In order to maximize the sum rate of the system, the precoding design problem

is given by

K P | RFH BB|2
{FRF7 {fE }i(:l’ {WEF}le} =arg max 10g2 1 + K
; By WRT HGFrefl P2 + 02

(2.66)
s.t. [FRF]:,k € 5.!"
witew,

|FreFesll; = K.

In order to solve the problem above, [14] proposed to divide the calculation
of the precoders into two stage with limited feedback. In the first stage, the RF
precoding vectors ng and combining vectors wi" are jointly designed to maximize
the desired signal power for the k-th mobile terminal, neglecting the interference
caused by other terminals. The design of RF precoder vectors is a typical single-user
RF beamforming design problem, thus efficient beam training algorithms developed
for single-user systems can be used [63] [64], which do not require explicit channel
estimation and have a low training overhead. Then the selected RF precoding vectors

are combined into the RF precoding matrx Fgrp. In the second stage, the effective

channel for each mobile terminal is computed as
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Based on (2.67), the effective channel vector hy, for the system can be obtained with
the dimension of K x 1 and each mobile terminal quantizes its effective channel using
a codebook. Therefore, the index of the quantized channel vector can be fed back
to the base station and the baseband precoder is easily designed using ZF algorithm

based on the quantized channel.

9 T T T

—e— Single-user (No Interference)
8H Limited Feedback Hybrid Precoding
—+— Analog—-only Beamsteering

Spectral Efficiency (bps/ Hz)

=20 15 -10 -5 0 5 10
SNR (dB)

Figure 2.6: Spectral efficiency achieved by limited feedback hybrid precoding for
mmWave massive MIMO systems where N; = 64, N, = K = 4.

As shown in Fig. 2.6, the spectral efficiency achieved by the limited feedback
hybrid precoding is compared with the single user transmission and analog-only
beamsteering. It is assumed that the base station equipped with 64 antennas serves
4 mobile terminals, each having 4 antennas. The figure indicates that the proposed
hybrid precoding scheme achieves the spectral efficiency close to that achieved by
single user, because the design of baseband precoder can cancel the inter-user inter-
ference in the second stage. Moreover, due to the interference limitation, analog-only
beamsteering performs significantly worse than the proposed precoding in the high

SNR region. Therefore, limited feedback hybrid precoding can achieve good perfor-
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mance with low complexity.

2.4 Summary

In this chapter, based on the introduction of massive MIMO systems, the potentials
and challenges have been presented, which gives me the inspiration for my research.
In particular, the mmWave channel model has been explained in detail, because
mmWave communication is a promising candidate for future cellular systems and
widely used in massive MIMO systems. Moreover, this chapter has given the details
of different precoding schemes, such as, linear precoding, non-linear precoding and
hybrid precoding. With a good knowledge of different precoding schemes, we can
further develop the novel precoding techniques and improve the performance of
massive MIMO systems. To conclude, this chapter provides the essential background

theory for the following novel chapters.
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Chapter 3

Low Complexity Hybrid Precoding
in Finite Dimensional Channel for

Massive MIMO Systems

In this chapter, the downlink transmission of massive multi-user MIMO systems is
considered with a finite dimensional channel model, in which a limited number of
dimensions M is defined to model the channel matrix. The performance of MIMO
systems depends critically on the complexity of the propagation environment and
the properties of the antenna arrays being used. In massive MIMO systems, large
antenna arrays operating at high frequency will imply channel vectors are corre-
lated, hence many statistical fading models of traditional MIMO systems are not
applicable. Many previous works focus on point-to-point mmWave channels using
the clustered channel model [10,44,45], but in a realistic scenario, very little research
has been reported on the multi-user channel model. Therefore, a finite dimensional
channel model is designed and analyzed for the large multi-user MIMO systems. The
reason is that the finite dimensional channel is able to reflect the property of the
poor scattering channel environment caused by high pathloss at high frequency [65]
and the angles of arrival at the mobile stations can be neglected. The finite dimen-

sional channel vectors for different mobile stations can be more applicable to obtain
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generally correlated or not asymptotically orthogonal channel [66]. In terms of the
number of dimensions M, it is assumed that M is much smaller than the number of
base station antennas, where M is the number of angular bins.

The hybrid precoding exploits a phase-only RF precoder in the analog domain
and a baseband precoder in the digital domain. The RF precoder uses the phase
shifters, which are digitally controlled and changed in reasonably low time scale for
variable channels. In this chapter, a novel hybrid precoding method is introduced
by analyzing the structure of the channel model. The RF precoder is designed by
combining the beamsteering codebooks with extracting the phase of the conjugate
transpose of the fast fading matrix, which thereby harvests the large array gain
achieved by an unprecedented number of base station antennas. Then a baseband
precoder is designed based on the equivalent channel with ZF precoding in order to

cancel the multi-user interference.
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3.1 System Model

3.1 System Model

The downlink of a massive multi-user MIMO system is considered in Fig. 3.1, where
the base station employs N, transmit antennas to communicate with a population
of K single-antenna mobile stations, N, > K. For simplicity, the base station is
assumed to utilize K RF chains to serve the mobile stations and single data stream
handled by the base station is transmitted to every mobile station.

RF Precoder

\

R
—{ RF Chain Y Mobile
— Station 1
. | Baseband . |
Ns - | Precoder N - ;Nt H
) B
v
— RF Chain Station K
\____J

T

Hybrid Precoder
Figure 3.1: System diagram of massive multi-user MIMO systems with hybrid pre-

coding for a finite dimensional channel.

On the downlink, the transmit signal is given by

x = FBs, (3.1)

where s = [s1, 89, ,sx|7. s € CE*! is the vector of signal for K mobile stations
and E[ss”] = L1 where P, is the total transmit power.
Furthermore, it is assumed that perfect channel state information is known at

the base station. The signal received at the k-th mobile station is given by

K
ye = Hp Y FBys, +m, (3.2)

n=1
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where Hj, represents the 1 x N; downlink channel gains between the base station
and k-th mobile station and ny represents additive white Gaussian noise with i.i.d.
entries of zero mean and unit variance, i.e. C€N(0,0?). F = [Fy,Fy, -+ ,Fg] is
the RF precoder of dimension N; x K and B = [By,B,,--- ,Bg] is the baseband
precoder of dimension K x K. The baseband precoder modifies both amplitude and
phase while only phase changes can be made by the RF precoder with a network
of variable analog phase shifters. Thus, the entries F,, ,, in the RF precoder are of
constant modulus, which are normalized to satisfy |F,,,|* = N% Due to the total
transmit power constraint, the entries of B are normalized to satisfy ||[FB|% = K.
In this system model, combiners are not used at the mobile stations, which reduces

the hardware cost and power consumption.

3.2 Channel Model

The M-dimensional channel model divides the transmitted angular region into M
directions, where N; > M. In each direction, the angles of departure are denoted
as 0, € [-m/2,7/2], where m = 1,--- | M. The ULA is employed in this chapter,
thus the array response vector ags(6,,) associated with 6, presents the transmit

antenna array structure, which can be defined as

1 . o
aBS(Hm) = _[1’ B—J%dsznGm’ L ’6—](Nt—1)%dszn9m]T

7 , (3.3)

where A is the wavelength of the signal and d is the distance between antenna
elements.
The M-dimensional channel matrix between the base station and K mobile sta-

tions can be expressed as

H=GA", (3.4)
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where A = [ags(01) aps(62) - -aps(fa)] is an Ny x M matrix and G presents the
propagation coefficient matrix of dimension K x M from the base station to mobile
stations. The propagation matrix G is used to model independent fast fading,

geometric attenuation and shadow fading [66], which can be given by
G =DW, (3.5)

where D, of dimension K x K, is the diagonal matrix of the geometric attenuation
and shadow fading coefficients for the multi-cell scenario. The diagonal elements of
D, which are given by [, are assumed to be constant, because they vary slowly with
time. [y, represents the (k, k)-th entry of D. The entries in the K x M matrix W
represent the fast fading coefficients between the base station and mobile stations,

which are assumed to have zero mean and unit variance [66]. Therefore, assuming

W =W, Wy, - Wg|T, (3.2) can be written as

K
e = B WiA" Y "FB,s, + ny, (3.6)

n=1

3.3 Proposed Hybrid Precoding Scheme

The main objective is to achieve optimal spectral efficiency with low hardware com-
plexity. The simplest precoding scheme is to invert the channel matrix using pseu-
doinverse, which is referred to as ZF precoding. However, in massive MIMO systems,
although ZF precoding achieves near optimal capacity performance, a large num-
ber of RF chains are required to perform analog-to-digital conversion and frequency
translation between baseband and RF', which suffers from high hardware cost and re-
stricts the array size at the base station from scaling to a large dimension. Thus, the
proposed precoding scheme leverages the structure of the finite dimensional channel

to address the hardware constraints.
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3.3.1 RF Precoder Design

The RF precoder F utilizes the phase shifters to couple K RF chains with /N; base
station antennas based on phase-only control of the upconverted RF signal.

Beamsteering codebooks are used and have similar form to the array response
vector. A is assumed to be the beamsteering codebook and because of the phase-only
processing, it is designed by the normalized array response vector. The matrix A is
selected from A to maximize the desired signal power of mobile station, neglecting
the other users’ interference.

Then, perfect channel state information is assumed known at the base station.
The phases of the conjugate transpose of the fast fading coefficient matrix W is

1

extracted as Wm’n = \/—Mej‘/’mv”, where ¢, ,, is the phase of the (m,n)-th entry of

the conjugate transpose of W. The the diagonal term of WW can be expressed as
__ 1 M
W,W,; = T ; W1, (3.7)

where Wj is the the j-th column of W and W, ; is the (i, j)-th entry of W. Because
each entry of W is i.i.d. complex Gaussian random variable with unit variance and

zero mean, based on the central limit theorem,

—~ vrM s
Wjo ~ N(T? 1- Z)a (38)

where M has a large value. In addition, in terms of the off-diagonal term of WW,

we have
_ 1 M
W,W, = — Y W, ek, (3.9)
j — X; j

where j # k. Because ijk follows the distribution with unit variance and zero
mean, i.e., WjWk ~ CN(0,1), |W]Wk] has the mean of 7. Compared with the

diagonal terms, the off-diagonal terms can be negligible if M is large enough. W is
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3.3 Proposed Hybrid Precoding Scheme

used to further maximize the desired signal power of mobile stations.

Therefore, the design of the RF precoder F can be given by

F =AW, (3.10)

In realistic application scenarios, the practical constraints of phase shifters makes
the phase of each entry of F suffer from the impact of coarse quantization, which
influences the performance of hybrid precoding. Therefore, instead of the continuous
values, the situation where the phases of the entries of F' are quantized up to B bits
of precision is also considered, i.e., B = 4 or 5. The quantized phase is computed

by the closest Fuclidean distance of its nearest neighbor phase.

3.3.2 Baseband Precoder Design

The baseband precoder B performs low-dimensional multiple stream processing to
change the amplitude and phase of the transmitted complex signal based on ZF
precoding.

After obtaining the RF precoder F, an equivalent channel is defined as
H = HF, (3.11)

where H = [Hy,Hs,--- ,Hg].The equivalent channel H is applied to design the
baseband precoder B. The dimension of H is K x K, which is much lower than
the N; x K dimension of the original channel. Based on ZF precoding, the direct

baseband precoding matrix B is then defined as

B=H (A" ), (3.12)
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3.4 Analysis of Spectral Efficiency

The normalized baseband precoder B is

B=——— (3.13)

IFBJ|%
where B = [By, By, - - - , Bg] to satisfy the precoding power constraints |[FBy||3 = 1.
From (3.10) and (3.13), F and B of the hybrid precoding are both obtained. The
transmitter supports simultaneous transmission of K data streams and the hardware
complexity is obviously reduced because there are only K RF chains using the
proposed precoding instead of N; RF chains required by the traditional ZF precoding

and K < N,, giving a significant reduction of hardware complexity.

3.4 Analysis of Spectral Efficiency

In this section, the achievable spectral efficiency of the transmission is analyzed with

perfect channel state information, which is given by

%]HkFBk\Q

% K:l,n;ék |HyFB,[* + 02

R, = 10g2(1 + ) (314)

The sum spectral efficiency of the system is R = Zszl Ry.

Based on (3.14), a tight upper bound on spectral efficiency achieved by hybrid
precoding is derived for the finite dimensional channel model, which can be charac-
terized by the following theorem.

Theorem 4.1 The upper bound of the spectral efficiency for the k-th mobile

station can be expressed as

SNR
Ry < logy(1 + T)‘app<AAH)(WkaH))7 (3.15)

where SNR = % and A, (AA™) is the appropriate eigenvalue of matrix AA™.
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3.4 Analysis of Spectral Efficiency

Proof 4.1 The spectral efficiency for the k-th mobile station is

SNR

Ry, = logy(1 + TﬁkBkP)
~ logy(1 + D, — B
IFB[3
:log2(1—|—SNTRHF%kH%). (3.16)
Based on (3.10) (3.11) and (3.12),
FB, = AW WA AW/ (W,ATAW WA AWH) . (3.17)

Using the property of the beamsteering codebooks, A = 1/%A is obtained to
maximize the desired signal power of mobile stations. Therefore, (3.17) can be

rewritten by
FB, = AW WAZAW! (W, ATAW WATAWI) (3.18)

Next,

1 W ATAW WAT AW |2
IFBLZ (AW WAZAW!)H (AW WATAWH)

(3.19)

—~H —
Briefly, by defining X £ W APAW  and Y = WA A, (3.19) can given by

1 XYW/
IFB:l3  xyw X
(@ XY (XY)IW, W
¢ XYXY) Wi Wy (3.20)
XYW X#

where (a) is valid by applying the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality [67]. Substituting X
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3.4 Analysis of Spectral Efficiency

e H—~
and Y into (3.20) and defining Z = W,AYAW WA (3.20) can be rewritten by

1 ZAAT7ZH
— < =
|FB.|3 YA/

W, Wi

() o H

< Aapp(AAT YW, W | (3.21)
where the Rayleigh-Ritz theorem [68] is used in (b) because AA" is a Hermitian

matrix. [ |

Proof of (a) Because the vectors XY € C**M and W, € CY>*M | a vector T is

defined as
XY)WH (XY)H
T—wi_ | h (3.22)
* IXY)3
Then due to XYT = 0,
(XY)WITH(XY)H
T3 = T W -
’ * (XY )H[3
(XY)W Wi (XY)"
=W, W, —
’ XY )3
XYW/ |?
TR XY)(XY)H
>0 (3.23)
Thus, the results in (3.20) are obtained. [

The upper bound on the spectral efficiency is achieved by (3.15) with the pro-
posed hybrid precoding scheme. The upper bound separates the dependence on
the array response vectors and the fast fading coefficients matrix and shows the

optimality of the hybrid precoding.
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3.5 Simulation Results

In this section, the performance of the proposed hybrid precoding scheme is evalu-
ated. In our simulation, the relative element spacing of the ULA is % = 0.3 and the
angles of departure are uniformly distributed as 60,, = —7/2 + (m — 1)7 /M, where

m=1,2--, M.

50 j
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— Proposed Hybrid Precoding
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351| — Sparse Precoding [10]

Spectral Efficiency (bps/Hz)
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5
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Figure 3.2: Spectral efficiency achieved by different precoding schemes with infinite
resolution in downlink massive MU-MIMO systems where N; = 128, K = Ngp = 4
and the finite dimension M is 64.

First, the spectral efficiency achieved by different precoding schemes with infinite
resolution is compared, together with the tight upper bound in Fig. 3.2. The base
station is assumed to employ the ULA with N; = 128 antennas, serving K = 4
mobile stations each with a single antenna. There are Npr = 4 RF chains and the
finite dimension M is 64. Although ZF precoding is optimal in the simulation, it is
infeasible because of the requirement of costly RF chains in the large antenna array.
It is observed that the proposed hybrid precoding achieves spectral efficiency close
to that achieved by the optimal ZF precoding with less than 1 dB loss. The tight
upper bound derived in Section 3.4 is also plotted. Obviously, the proposed hybrid

precoding method performs better than the limited feedback hybrid precoding and
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Figure 3.3: Spectral efficiency achieved by different quantized precoding schemes
with 4 bits of precision in downlink massive MU-MIMO systems where N; =
128, K = Nrr = 4 and the finite dimension M is 64.
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Figure 3.4: Spectral efficiency of precoding schemes versus the geometric attenuation
and shadow fading coefficients.
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the sparse precoding.

Then Fig. 3.3 illustrates the spectral efficiency achieved by different quantized
precoding schemes, considering the same setup as Fig. 3.2. For the quantized phase,
we simulate with B = 4 bits of precision and the phase control candidates are
(27n)/(28) where n € {0,---,28 — 1}. Tt is observed that the quantized hybrid
precoding schemes all suffer degradation, while the proposed hybrid precoding still
has better performance than the limited feedback hybrid precoding and the sparse
precoding.

In Fig. 3.4, the effort of the multi-cell transmission is considered at SNR =
—10dB, but with different numbers of base station antennas, N; = 32, 128 and
512. The spectral efficiency for different precoding schemes versus the geometric
attenuation and shadow fading coefficients is simulated with K = 4 mobile stations.
The number of RF chains is equal to the number of mobile stations and the finite
dimension M is 16. It is assumed that ;. are equal to 1 when the mobile stations are
in the cell of the transmitting base station, but Sy, are equal to a when the mobile
stations are in other cells, where 0 < a < 1. When the value of the coefficients is
low, the effect of the antenna number at the base station tends to be small, while
when the coefficients becomes higher, the spectral efficiency gap between different
numbers of base station antennas is increasingly obvious.

As shown in Figs. 3.5 - 3.7, the different beam patterns are generated by optimal
ZF precoding, proposed precoding and quantized proposed precoding, respectively.
It is assumed that the base station equipped with N; = 64 antennas serves K = 4
mobile terminals at SNR = 5dB. The directions of 4 different mobile terminals are
defined as 20°,30°,60°,140°. In Fig. 3.6, the beam patterns generated by the pro-
posed hybrid precoding scheme closely resemble the patterns generated by optimal
ZF precoding without obvious gain loss. However, due to the influence of the quan-
tization, the beam patterns generated by the quantized proposed precoding suffer

from degradation, which is shown in Fig. 3.7. Therefore, the proposed scheme is
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3.5 Simulation Results

180

270
Nt=64,K =4, SNR=5dB

Figure 3.5: Beam pattern with optimal ZF precoding where N; = 64, K = Nrp =4
and SNR is 5HdB.

180

270

Nt=64,K=4,SNR=5dB

Figure 3.6: Beam pattern with proposed hybrid precoding where N, = 64, K =
NRF =4 and SNR is 5dB.
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180

270

Nt=64,K=4,SNR=5dB

Figure 3.7: Beam pattern with quantized proposed hybrid precoding with 4 bits of
precision where N; = 64, K = Nrr = 4 and SNR is 5dB.

proved to perform good in beamforming.

In Fig. 3.8, the BER between different precoding schemes is compared, including
optimal ZF precoding, the proposed hybrid precoding, spatially sparse precoding
and limited feedback hybrid precoding. The massive MIMO system is considered
with N; = 128 base station antennas and K = 4 mobile terminals. Based on the
simulation results, the gap between the performance of optimal ZF precoding and
the performance of the proposed hybrid precoding is remarkably small, about 1dB
for a target BER of 107, Moreover, the BER of the proposed hybrid precoding
outperforms the spatially sparse precoding and the BER for limited feedback hybrid
precoding saturates at 1072, Thus, the proposed method can yield satisfactory BER
performance for a range of SNR and offer a better trade-off between performance

and complexity.
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Figure 3.8: BER comparison of the proposed hybrid precoding with optimal ZF
precoding, spatially sparse precoding and limited feedback hybrid precoding where
N; = 128, K = Ngr = 4 and the finite dimension M = 16.

3.6 Summary

In this chapter, a low complexity hybrid precoding scheme is proposed for multiple
mobile stations for the finite dimensional channel. The geometric channel model
with finite dimension is applicable to obtain generally correlated or not asymptot-
ically orthogonal channel. The proposed precoding with non-iterative design gives
a significant reduction of RF chains, which reduces the hardware complexity in
massive MIMO systems. In terms of the performance of spectral efficiency, the pro-
posed method approaches the optimal ZF performance and performs better than
other precoding schemes, which is showed in the simulation results. In addition, the
numerical results also show the BER performance of the proposed precoding scheme

is still better than other precoding schemes.
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Chapter 4

Energy Efficient Iterative Hybrid
Precoding Scheme with

Sub-Connected Architecture for

Massive MIMO Systems

4.1 Introduction

In massive MIMO systems, the very large arrays of transmit antennas lead to a
prohibitive hardware complexity and the RF chains can be accountable for 50-80%
of the total power consumption [69]. Therefore, a hybrid precoding scheme with
fully-connected architecture is proposed to address the RF hardware constraints in
Chapter 3. The variable phase shifters with high-dimensional phase-only RF pro-
cessing are introduced, which are exploited to control the phases of the upconverted
RF signal.

In this chapter, in order to further reduce the energy consumption and hardware
complexity, the hybrid precoding design with sub-connected architecture is consid-
ered in mmWave massive MIMO systems. The total achievable rate optimization

problem can be formulated to minimize the Frobenius norm of the matrix of differ-
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4.1 Introduction

ence between the unconstrained precoding matrix and products of the hybrid RF
and baseband precoding matrices. Therefore, the closed-form expression of base-
band precoder is obtained by mathematical analysis and the phase extraction is
used to obtain the RF precoder. Based on successive refinement [70], the RF pre-
coder becomes the new input for the next iteration to update the baseband precoder
until the stopping criterion is triggered. Therefore, the proposed hybrid scheme can

be close to the optimal precoder with less performance loss.
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4.2 System Model

A communication scenario consisting of a single-user mmWave massive MIMO sys-
tem is considered as shown in Fig. 4.1, where the numbers of the transmitter anten-
nas and the receiver antennas are denoted as Ny and N, respectively. It is assumed
there are only Ngrp RF chains at the transmitter and the number of transmitted
data streams is equal to Ngrp for simplicity. In the sub-connected architecture, each
RF chain is only connected with N, antennas where N, is assumed to be integer
and N, = N;/Ngp, thus the total number of phase shifters is N;. However, the
fully-connected architecture requires N;/Ngr phase shifters, because each RF chain

is connected with NN, antennas.

RF Precoder

—[ RF Chain ]— @NI/N

. | Baseband
Ns - | Precoder

B \%
— ——
—[ RF Chain ]— @ Y

N

Y

Hybrid Precoder

Figure 4.1: Hybrid precoding scheme with sub-connected architecture for mmWave
massive MIMO systems.

A hybrid precoding scheme with a sub-connected architecture is proposed. In the
digital domain, data streams are precoded by the baseband precoder B of dimension

Ngr X Ngrp. Then in the analog domain, let F be the RF precoder of dimension
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4.2 System Model

N; x Nrp comprising Nrr vectors f; of dimension N, as

f, 0 0
0 f, 0

F— (4.1)
0 0 - fy,

The elements of f; have constant amplitude and satisfy |f;(j)|*> = Ngrr/N;, where

f;(j) is the j-th element of f;. Therefore, the precoded signal can be calculated as

x = FBs, (4.2)

where s = [$1, 82, , Sngp) . 18 the vector of the transmitted signal with E[ss”] =
NLRFI Ngp- Due to the total transmit power constraint, the entries of B are normalized

to satisfy |[FBJ|% = Ngp. The processed received signal can be written as

y = /pWHFBs +n, (4.3)

wherey = [y1, s, -+ ,yn,]T is the received signal vector and p is the average received
power of the transmission. The matrix W of dimension N, x N, is the combiner
at the receiver. H € CN~*Mt denotes the channel matrix and n ~ CN(0, 021y, )
represents an additive white Gaussian noise vector with elements having zero mean
and unit variance. The channel state information is known at both the transmitter

and the receiver.
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4.3 Channel Model

In this section, the narrowband mmWave channel matrix follows a geometric channel

model [9] given by

NN, o
H =[50 3 Ao (4.4)

where N, donates the number of propagation paths for mmWave communication
systems. [3, is the gain of the p-th path. 6, and ¢, are the angles of arrival and
departure, respectively. a,(6,) and a;(¢,) are the receive and transmit array re-
sponse vectors determined by the array structures. For an U-element ULA, the

array response vector can be given by

1 o . __
aULA(SO) — _[17 6]%dszn(go)’ . 763(U71)27d8'm((p)]T7 (45)

VU

where )\ is the wavelength of the signal and d denotes the distance between antenna

elements.

4.4 Problem Formulation
Assuming perfect channel state information known at the receiver, the design of the
hybrid precoders is explored to maximize the spectral efficiency of the system

R = log, det (INT - NLRgleHFBBHFHHHW) , (4.6)
RF

where R,, = 02WHW is the noise covariance matrix after combining. We consider
the SVD of the channel matrix H = UV to obtain the optimal precoder Py
Assuming that the right unitary matrix U of size N, x N, is used for the optimal

combiner at the receiver, we only focus on the design of the precoding matrices at
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4.4 Problem Formulation

the transmitter. Therefore, (4.6) can be rewritten as

1%
NRFO'%

R = log, det (INT + HFBBHFHHH> : (4.7)

Because V is an N; x N, unitary matrix and ¥ is an N, x N, diagonal matrix of

singular values in descendant order, the matrices are defined as

Y= ,V:{V1 Vz}, (4.8)

where X, is the first partition of dimension Nrp X Ngp and V; is the first Ngrp

columns of V. The optimal precoder can be given by
P, = V1. (4.9)

The optimal hybrid precoding scheme ensures the product of the RF precoder and
the baseband precoder is close to the optimal precoder [10]. The hybrid precoding

design problem can be written as

mi%i’rélize |Popt — FB|| (4.10)

subject to  ||FB||% = Nrgr,

NgF
N,

()| =

To deal with the nonconvex constraint of F', assuming B is a unitary matrix, the ob-

jective function can be reformulated. When B¥B =1, |FB|%2 = Tr(BYF*FB) =
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4.5 The design of the hybrid precoding with sub-connected architecture

Tr(Ing.) = Nrr. Then (4.10) has an upper bound expressed as

|Popi — FBJ|r = |Pop BB — FB||~
< |PopB” — ||| Bl

By adopting (4.11) as the objective function, the hybrid precoder design problem

is reformulated as

minimize P BY — F|% (4.12)

subject to BYB =1,

. Nrp
f; = )
)=

In the following section, a hybrid precoding algorithm is proposed with a convergent

method to solve the problem in (4.12).

4.5 The design of the hybrid precoding with sub-
connected architecture

In this section, an iterative design of hybrid precoding algorithm with sub-connected
architecture is proposed in order to achieve the near-optimal performance and reduce

the hardware complexity.

4.5.1 RF Precoder Design

By adopting (4.12) as the objective function, the design of F' is considered assuming

that the unitary matrix B is fixed. The RF precoder design problem is formulated
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4.5 The design of the hybrid precoding with sub-connected architecture

as

minimize P BY — F|% (4.13)

N,
subject to |£;(5)| = ]\l;”F.
t

Because of the special characteristic of F', (4.13) can be expressed as

N, ,
minimize || (Popt)m: (B)n,”" — 4/ -5¢ 3, (4.14)
t

m

where 1 < m < N, and n = (mNTRﬂ Therefore, F can be presented by a closed-

form expression based on phase rotation. Because there are zero elements in F, the

nonzero elements F,, ,, in F can be written as

V NRF ejangle{(Popt)m,: (B)n,. "}

an - —~—
b Nt

(4.15)

The constant amplitude of the elements in F is v/Nrp/v/V; so that the constraint

in (4.12) is satisfied.

4.5.2 Baseband Precoder Design

In this section, a closed-form solution for B is proposed assuming that F is fixed.

To deal with the constrained problem

minimize |Pop: BY — FJ% (4.16)

subject to BEB =1,

(4.16) can be further expressed as

||P0ptBH - F||2F
=Tr(Pl Poy) — 2R{Tr(BP! F)} + Tr(FF). (4.17)
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4.5 The design of the hybrid precoding with sub-connected architecture

Therefore, in terms of optimising the variable matrix B, (4.16) can be reformulated

as an optimization problem as

opt

maximize R{Tr(BPZ F)} (4.18)

subject to BYB =1.

Theorem] : Denote the hybrid precoders at the t-th iteration by (FWB®) and
assume F® is fixed. An optimal closed-form solution for B is obtained to solve the

problem (4.18) by

(4.19)

~ (1)

where P2 FO = 50V
Proof : For notational convenience, the iteration number is omitted in the proof.
The upper bound of the problem miniBmize |Popt — FBJ|% is derived as
R{Tr(BP” F)} = R{Tr(BUSV" )}
= R{TH(V BUS)
= R{Tr(T)}

(a) Ngrr

< Z 0;04, (4.20)
i=1

where T is defined as T = VHBfJ The parameters 01, ..., Iy, and o1, ..., Ongy
are the non-zero singular values of T and 3, respectively. R{Tr(BPL,F)} reaches

the maximum, when the equation in (a) is satisfied. Assume rank(T) = Ngrr and
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4.5 The design of the hybrid precoding with sub-connected architecture

0 T

012>+ > dnge > 0. Define T = , then
T 0
5 My T
det(AI — T) = det w
~T# Ay,

= det(AM . )det (A y, — A7 THT)

= det(\*I — T”T) =0, (4.21)
where \ denotes the eigenvalues of T given by 8y, - - - , ONpps —ONgp, * * » —01. Simi-
- 0 .
larly, defining » = , the eigenvalues of ¥ can be presented as
A 0
01,°** yONgps “ONgg>""" 5, 01, SO

Tr(TY) = Te(TSH) + Tr(THY)

— IR{Tr(TEH)}

(b) NgrF NgrF

< Z@Ui + Z(—5i)(—0i>
=23 G (4.22)

Therefore, (4.20) is proved. When the equality in (b) is achieved, then T =
SO2VRE ) (T)esel’ using Von Neumann’s trace inequality [71], where e; denote the
eigenvector of Y. Because 3 is a diagonal matrix, the eigenvectors of 3 are obtained

though simple computations as

€1 €Nrr —€Ngp
e = y S CNgE = y ENgrp+1 = )
€ éNRF éNRF
_él
© 5y €Ngr = ; (423)
€
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where &; € RV:F*1 has only one non-zero element. The i-th non-zero element in €;

is defined as w; where |w;| = \/Li Therefore,
2NRrF
T = Z M\i(T)eel
i=1
Ngrp é; Ngrr —&,
=>4 (égf éf> +) -4 (—é{f éﬁ)
i=1 e; i=1 €;
0 23 Mur 56,81
- - . (4.24)
2 5 N 58,6l 0
Then the diagonal matrix
01
Nrr 5o
T=2) 6&8 = . (4.25)
=1 c
(5NRF
Moreover, because V, B and U are unitary matrices, hence
TT? =1 (4.26)
Based on (4.25) and (4.26), the matrix T can be written by
~H_ A
T=V BU-=1, (4.27)
therefore the closed-form expression of B can be given as
~ o H
B=((UV ). (4.28)

Due to the property of the unitary matrix, B satisfies the constraint BB = 1.
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4.5.3 Successive Refinement

The hybrid precoders are designed by minimizing the objective function in (4.12)
instead of the original objective function, which will result in some performance
loss. In order to solve this problem, the process of successive refinement is used
to update the baseband precoder and the RF precoder until a stopping criterion
is triggered. The stopping criterion is determined by the difference between the
chordal distances of two successive iterations. The chordal distance is defined as the
difference between the optimal precoder and the product of the baseband and RF

precoders, which can be expressed as

® — —||PoPE, — (FOBOYFOBW)YH || 1. (4.29)

The difference between the chordal distances of two consecutive successive iterations
is denoted as e = =1 —p®)_ The iteration continues until e® falls below a given
convergence threshold ey, where g is sufficiently small. B* Y is used as a new
input for the next iteration to design F® and B®. A step-by-step summary of the

proposed hybrid precoder design is given in Algorithm 1.

Algorithm 1 Hybrid precoding design with sub-connected architecture.
Input: The optimal precoder, Pgy:; The number of RF chains, Ngr;
Output: The RF precoder, F; The baseband precoder, B;

1: Initialize t = 0 and F© Wlth random phases;

2: repeat

Compute the SVD of PH FO, PH JF = SR OR VA

Obtain B® (U V
N = 55| Pop Py — (F B‘”)(F(t)B D es
if (n*=Y —n®) > gy then
t—t+1;
Obtain F*Y by (4.15);
end if
10: until (n®Y —n®) < g;
11: return F = F B = B®;

w
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4.6 Analysis of Spectral Efficiency

In this section, with perfect channel state information, an upper bound on the
spectral efficiency achieved by the proposed hybrid precoding is derived. The upper

bound can be expressed as

Ngrp
P H
R < E 1 1+ MHTH;) ), 4.

2
i RFO,

where A\, (HYH,) is the largest eigenvalue of H?H;.

Proof : The spectral efficiency of the system is given by

R = log, det (IM + NLRnleHFBBHFHHHW) , (4.31)
RF

where R,, = JZWH W. Because the optimal combiner W and the baseband precoder

B are both unitary matrices, (4.31) can be rewritten as
R = log, det (Iy, + YHFF"H") | (4.32)

where 7 = ——2—. The RF precoder is set as F = [E,E, e ,?NRF] and it is defined

NRFO',,%

as

P2 (s T ). (4.33)

where Fy,.—1 denotes the sub-matrix containing the first (Ngp — 1) columns of F

and Af:NRF is the Ngp-th column of F. Thus, from (4.32),

H
R = 10g2 det (]:N7 + ’}/H (FNRF_l ?NRF) (FNRF_]- /ENRF) HH)

~  ~H
= log, det (INT + AHF g, F HY 4 7HfNRFfNRFHH> . (4.34)
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Defining
QNRpfl é INr + fYHFNRF—ngRF_lHH, (435)
(4.34) can be rewritten as

R = log, det (QNRF,l)
-1 = H
(c)
= log, det (QNRF_l)

1 oHA-1 9
+log, (1+7 fy, H QNRF_leNRF>, (4.36)

where (c) is valid by applying det (I + XY) = det (I + YX) by defining Q&;F_lH?NRF
and ?ﬁRFHH . It is easy to know that (4.32) and (4.35) have similar expressions, thus
we can obtain the expression for Q1 with Qy, 5 using the same method. After

Ngr such transformations, (4.36) can be further stated as

NrF

R= log, (1+1 E.HHHQ;,11HE> , (4.37)

=1

where Q, can be presented as

INT7 Z - 0,

Q= (4.38)
Iy, +~HF, ,F H" i>1.

From (4.37), the total spectral efficiency is the sum of Ngp sub-rates. Next, focusing
~H ~
on f; H?Q; ' Hf;, the upper bound can be derived. Due to the sub-connected

T A

architecture, we define f; = [01xn,(i-1), £is O1x Ny (Np—i)] ", Where f; is the N, x 1

non-zero vector of the ¢-th column E of F. The channel matrix is divided into Ngrp
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sub-matrices H = [Hy, Hy, - -+ , Hyy,, ], where H; € CN-*Na Then

' HYQ;\HE, = f'HIQ; \ Hif,
= Tr(fTHIQ;  H,f))

@
< Tr(HE£TH) M\ Q7))

()
< Tr(Hf£H]')
= Tr(fPHIH,f,)
= M (fTHIH L)

)
< M(H{H;). (4.39)

Defining X = H,ff"HY and Y = Q; !}, since X and Y are both positive semi-
definite Hermitian matrices, step (d) is obtained due to the fact that Tr(XY) <
Tr(X)A1(Y). As can be observed from (4.38), each eigenvalue of Q,_; is equal to or
larger than 1 because Q,_; is the sum of a unit matrix and a positive semi-definite
Hermitian matrix when ¢ > 2. Therefore, step (e) is valid since the largest eigenvalue
of Q,_, is smaller than 1,i.e. \,(Q;}) < 1. Step (f) follows from adopting Poincaré
separation theorem, where H?H; is a Hermitian matrix and f7f; = 1.
|
Proof of (f) For the term A\ (f7HH,f;) in (4.39), due to f'f; = 1, we first

extend the vector f; to an unitary matrix W, which can be expressed as

W =[5, | V]. (4.40)
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Then
A = W/HH,W
fTHIHf  fTHIHV
= : (4.41)
VIHIHf; VIHIH,V
and
M(A) =\ (HIH). (4.42)

Based on Sturm’s theorem, since fZ-H HYH,f; is the principal sub-matrix of A, we get

METHIH L) < M(A)

=\ (HPHY)). (4.43)

[ |

Then the upper bound on the spectral efficiency in (4.30) is obtained using the
proposed hybrid precoding scheme with sub-connected architecture, which is only
based on the channel state information. The derived upper bound can be shown to
be tight and verified in the simulation results in Fig. 4.2. Thus, this bound shows the

asymptotic optimality of the spectral efficiency achieved by the proposed precoding.

4.7 Energy Efficiency

The energy efficiency is defined as the ratio of capacity versus transmitted power
consumption, presenting the number of bits transmitted per Joule. The hybrid
precoding with the sub-connected architecture is proposed in order to reduce the
hardware complexity and power consumption. Therefore, the energy efficiency is a
main factor to evaluate the performance of the hybrid precoding schemes.

Compared with the fully-connected architecture, the hybrid precoding with the
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sub-connected architecture uses fewer phase shifters. Because of more design degrees
of freedom in the RF domain, the spectral efficiency of the fully-connected archi-
tecture performs better than that of the sub-connected architecture. However, the
energy efficiency of the sub-connected architecture outperforms the fully-connected
architecture. Since a large number of antennas are involved, the power consump-
tion is additionally yielded by RF chains, phase shifters and power amplifiers. The

energy efficiency is defined as follow,

o
[|>
29| =

(4.44)

where R is the spectral efficiency and P, is the total power consumption. P, can
be calculated by P, = Ps + NrpFPrr + NpsPps + NinaPona. Ps is the idle power
consumption. Pgry is the RF chain power consumption. Npg is the number of phase
shifters and Ppg is the phase shifter power consumption, which depends on the type
and the resolution of the quantized phases. Nina is the number of the low noise
amplifiers and Ppna is the low noise amplifier power consumption. The number of
phase shifters is equal to NrrN; and the number of low noise amplifiers is equal
to Ny(Ngrr + 1) in the fully-connected architecture, while it is reduced to N; phase
shifters and N; low noise amplifiers in the sub-connected architecture, respectively.

The numerical comparison will be presented in the simulation results in Section 4.9.

4.8 Analysis of Complexity

In this section, the complexity of the proposed hybrid precoding described in Algo-
rithm 1 is analyzed. The complexity of the successive refinement is dominated by
the calculation of the baseband and RF precoders.

In each iteration, the complexity of the baseband precoder comes from three
parts. The first part comes from computing the product of the matrix Pg)t of size

Ngr x Ny with the matrix F® of size Ny x Ngp, which is O(N;N2p). The second part
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originates from the computation of the SVD of P2 F®_ Note that P2 F® has size

opt opt
Nrr X Nrr. Therefore, the order of complexity of this part is O(Ngp). The last part
(t) )71

Thus the complexity of the last part is equal to the complexity of computing the

R R H
is from calculating B® in (4.19), which can be expressed as BY) = (U v

product of the matrix ﬂ(t) of size Ngrp X Nry with the matrix V(t)H of size Ngrr X NRF,
which is O(N3g), plus that of computing the inverse of a matrix of size Ngg X Ngr,
which is also O(N3p).

In terms of the complexity of updating the RF precoder to F**1) the RF pre-
coder is computed using (4.15), which is an element-wise normalization stage that
enforces the unit magnitude constraint. Therefore, the order of the complexity of
the RF precoder is O(N;Ngr).

To sum up, the computational complexity of a single iteration in Algorithm 1
is O(NtNI%F) and assuming the algorithm will run for K iterations, the complexity
of Algorithm 1 is in the order of O(KN;NZp). Compared with the method in
[20], the computational complexity of SIC-based precoding scheme is O(SN;N,),
where S is the number of iterations. Since the numbers of iterations K and S
have the same order of magnitude, the computational complexity of the proposed
scheme is comparable with that of [20]. In contrast, the complexity of the spatially
sparse precoding [10] is in the order of O(NZNZp). Due to the large number of the
transmitter antennas, the proposed precoding scheme has much lower computational
complexity. In next section, the performance of the proposed precoding scheme will

be numerically evaluated.

4.9 Results and Discussion

In this section, the simulation results are presented to demonstrate the performance
of the proposed hybrid precoding algorithm with sub-connected architecture using

the mmWave MIMO channel model in (4.4). In the simulation, the relative element
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spacing of the ULA is % = 0.5 and the number of propagation paths is set as 8.
Using the directional antennas, the angles of departure are assumed to follow the
uniform distribution within [—7, 7]. The angles of arrival follow the uniform dis-

tribution within [, 7], because the mobile stations will locate random position.

The convergence threshold g, is defined as 1 x 1075, We evaluate the spectral effi-
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Figure 4.2: Spectral efficiency achieved by different precoding schemes with infinite
resolution in mmWave massive MIMO systems where N; = 128, N, = 8, Ngp = 4.

ciency achieved by different precoding schemes in mmWave MIMO systems, where
the transmitter and the receiver are equipped with N; = 128 and NV, = 8 antennas,
respectively. It is assumed that the number of RF chains is Ngp = 4. In Fig. 4.2, the
proposed hybrid precoding performs slightly worse than the optimal unconstrained
precoding, with less than 5 dB loss but substantially reduced complexity. However,
it is observed that the proposed hybrid precoding with sub-connected architecture
achieves the spectral efficiency close to that achieved by the spatially sparse precod-
ing with fully-connected architecture and outperforms the SIC-based precoding with

sub-connected architecture in the whole simulated SNR range. The proposed hybrid
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precoding reduces the hardware complexity, achieving a better trade-off between the

spectral efficiency and the hardware complexity.
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Figure 4.3: Spectral efficiency achieved by different quantized precoding schemes
with 4 bits of precision in mmWave massive MIMO systems where N; = 128, N, =
8, Nrr = 4.

Due to the high cost of variable phase shifters with infinite resolution, the RF
precoder suffers from the heavily quantized phase control. The phases of the RF
precoder are quantized to a finite set with finite resolution phase shifters using the
closet neighbor based on the nearest Euclidean distance, which can be expressed as
¢ = (27n) /28, where 1 = arg min,cfo.. »5_13|¢ — 33| and ¢ is the unquantized
phase. We assume B = 4 bits of precision in the simulation. In terms of the
heavily quantized phase control, Fig. 4.3 illustrates the spectral efficiency achieved
by different quantized precoding schemes, considering the same setup as Fig. 4.2.
It is observed that both hybrid precoding schemes with sub-connected architecture
suffer degradation, thus there is a small gap between the fully-connected and sub-

connected architectures. However, the performance of the proposed precoding still

outperforms the SIC-based precoding.
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Figure 4.4: Spectral efficiency achieved by different precoding schemes with infinite
resolution in mmWave massive MIMO systems where N; = 128, N, = Ngp = 4.
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Figure 4.5: Spectral efficiency achieved by different precoding schemes with infinite
resolution in mmWave massive MIMO systems where N; = 128, N, = Ngp = 4.
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Under a special condition that the number of the receiver antennas is equal to
the number of RF chains in the transmitter, Fig. 4.4 demonstrates the spectral ef-
ficiency of the above precoding schemes. Assuming V; = 128 and N, = Ngp = 4,
note that in the high SNR region, the spectral efficiency of the proposed hybrid
scheme outperforms that of the precoding scheme with fully-connected architecture.
However, when the SNR is less than 11dB, the proposed scheme performs worse
than the scheme with fully-connected architecture. Nevertheless, the resluts show
the potential of our proposed algorithm, because the sub-connected architecture can
even have better spectral efficiency performance than fully-connected architecture.
In Fig. 4.5, the quantized versions results in 6dB loss in performance, which illus-

trates that the sub-connected architecture will be more affected by the quantization.

—oe— Proposed Hybrid Precoding without Refinement
451 | —a— Proposed Hybrid Precoding with Refinement

Average Chordal Distance

O. 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

NRF

Figure 4.6: The average chordal distance as a function of the number of RF chains
where N; = 120, N, = 20 and SNR = 0 dB.

Fig. 4.6 shows the chordal distance given by (4.29) to compare the performance

of the proposed hybrid precoding with and without refinement process. In Fig. 4.6,
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the numbers of antennas of the transmitters and the receivers are assumed to be
N; = 120 and N, = 20, respectively. It is shown that the chordal distance with
the refinement process is much smaller than that without refinement. Thus, the
successive refinement improves the proposed algorithm to further approach the per-

formance of the optimal precoding.

6 T T T T T T T T
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el —A— Fully-connected Architecture |
> 4
k5
©
T 3
3

.

2t 1

Figure 4.7: Energy efficiency of the fully-connected and sub-connected architectures
against the number of RF chains where N; = 120, N, = 20 and SNR = 20 dB.

The energy efficiency defined in (4.44) of the sub-connected and fully-connected
architectures is evaluated in Fig. 4.7. The simulation parameters are defined as
Ps = 5W, Prp = 40mW, Pps = 30mW and Pixa = 20mW [19]. When increasing
Ngp, the numbers of phase shifters and low noise amplifiers increase in the fully-
connected architecture, which makes the power consumption grow faster than that in
the sub-connected architecture. The reason is that the numbers of phase shifters and
low noise amplifiers are both independent of Ny in the sub-connected architecture,
thus the power consumption remains almost unchanged compared with the fully-

connected architecture. Equation (4.44) illustrates substantially different behaviours
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Figure 4.8: BER comparison of the proposed hybrid precoding with optimal un-
constrained precoding, spatially sparse precoding and SIC-based preocidng where
N; =128, N, = 8, Nrp = 4.

for the two architectures. Obviously, the sub-connected architecture achieves higher
energy efficiency than the fully-connected architecture in the whole simulated Nrp
range. Note that there is a peak at Ngp = 10. When designing the hybrid schemes
in the future, this phenomenon inspires us to consider the appropriate number of
RF chains, which can maximize the energy efficiency.

Fig. 4.8 plots the BER results of each for the various hybrid precoding schemes.
As shown in Fig. 4.8, there is a small gap between the optimal precoding and the
proposed hybrid precoding. The BER of the proposed hybrid precoding outperforms
the spatially sparse precodjng and the SIC-based precoding. Therefore, with lower
hardware complexity, the proposed hybrid scheme performs better than the other
schemes with sub-connected architecture, even that with fully-connected architec-

ture.
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4.10 Summary

In this chapter, a new iterative hybrid precoding scheme with a sub-connected ar-
chitecture is proposed for mmWave MIMO systems. The main advantage of the
proposed method is the reduction of the hardware complexity and the power con-
sumption. On the basis of mathematical analysis, the closed-form expressions for the
baseband and RF precoders are developed along with the successive refinement pro-
cess. The simulation results of the performance of the proposed hybrid precoding
scheme are presented and it is showed that it performs close to the spectral effi-
ciency of the fully-connected architecture. Moreover, it performs much better than
other existing hybrid precoding schemes with sub-connected architecture. Based on
the evaluation of energy efficiency, the proposed hybrid precoding can have a good

trade-off between the spectral efficiency and the power consumption.
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Chapter 5

Performance Analysis of Linear
Quantized Precoding for the

Multiuser Massive MIMO Systems

with Hardware Mismatch

5.1 Introduction

In massive multi-user MIMO systems, the data converters at the base station are
main sources for power consumption. Although hybrid precoding schemes can effi-
ciently reduce the number of required number of RF chains, they can not scale well
for wideband systems. In this chapter, another direction of reducing the power con-
sumption is used for massive MIMO systems, which employs low-resolution DACs
for every RF chain connected to an antenna. In the downlink communications, the
transmitted signal at each RF chain is generated by a pair of DACs. The power
consumption of DACs grows exponentially with the number of quantization bits
and linearly with the bandwidth and sampling rate [22] [23]. Obviously, if each RF
chain is equipped with a pair of high-resolution DACs in massive MIMO systems,

the systems will suffer from prohibitively high power consumption due to the large

87



5.1 Introduction

number of required DACs. Therefore, the resolution of DACs should be limited to
keep the power consumption within bearable levels.

In practice, the performance of massive MIMO systems is not only affected by
the wireless channel, but also by the transceiver RF circuits [72]. Due to the differ-
ence between the hardware employed at the base station and the mobile terminals,
the practical channel coefficients for the uplink and the downlink will be different
with the analog circuit gains, which is called hardware mismatch. This means the
downlink is not the transpose of the uplink in TDD mode. Therefore, the hardware
mismatch leads to an significant constraint on the performance of the downlink
communications, because the precoding matrix becomes inaccurate with the use of
uplink channel estimation.

There is little theoretical analysis on the impact of hardware mismatch on system
performance for massive MIMO systems. In [73], the analysis on the performance
of massive MIMO systems with hardware mismatch is presented, using regularized
ZF and MF precoding schemes. However, as mentioned above, the conventional
ZF and MF precoding schemes are infeasible for massive MIMO systems, thus the
quantized precoding is taken into consideration. There has only been little research
that consider the influence of low-resolution DACs for the downlink massive multi-
user MIMO systems. For the case of one-bit DACs, [22] studies the performance of
one-bit quantized ZF precoding on Rayleigh fading channel. In [21], simple closed-
form approximations are developed for the achievable rate with both one-bit and
multi-bit DACs.

Therefore, in consideration of both hardware mismatch and low-resolution DACs,
we study the impact of one-bit ZF precoding with hardware mismatch for the down-
link massive multi-user MIMO systems. Hardware mismatch makes the communi-
cation channel be corrupted by two diagonal matrices of the transmit and receive
circuit gains, which increases the difficulty of analysis. With the use of the Buss-

gang theorem and random matrix theorem, a analytical approximation expression
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is derived for the achievable rate. In addition, for a special case, a performance
approximation is also derived in the high SNR region, which is related to the ratio
of the number of base station antennas and the number of mobile users , and the

statistics of the circuit gains at the base station.
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5.2 System Model and Quantized Precoding

5.2.1 System Model

The downlink of a single-cell massive multi-user MIMO system is considered oper-
ating in TDD mode. In this system, a base station with N antennas serves K single
antenna mobile users simultaneously and usually N > K. In consideration of hard-
ware mismatch, hy = [hg1, hyo, -+, hgn] and h), = [ﬁkl, i, - - ,ﬁkN] are the uplink
and downlink channel vectors for the k-th user, respectively. hy, is the channel gain
from the k-th user to the n-th base station antenna for the uplink and Bkn is the
channel gain from the n-th base station antenna to the k-th user for the downlink.
Because the communication channel comprises not only the wireless propagation
channel, but also the transmit and receive circuits, as shown in Fig. 5.1, we model

the channel gains hy, and iz;m as

Rien, = VT,

where vy, and v, are the corresponding uplink and downlink wireless channel gains.

n-th antenna k-th user
tn Downlink Tk .
Base N ownlink— N Mobile
Station L~ Vin L~ User
n-th antenna k-th user

T, ) t
Base A Y Uplink Y A Mobile
Station N e ~ User

Figure 5.1: Hardware mismatch for the downlink and uplink transmissions.

It is assumed the wireless channel gains in the uplink and downlink transmission are
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5.2 System Model and Quantized Precoding

the same within the channel coherent time, thus

t, and 7, are the transmit and receive circuit gains for the k-th user and t,, and r,, are
the transmit and receive circuit gains for the n-th base station antenna. Because of
different hardware employed by the base station and the mobile users in the uplink

and downlink, the circuit gains satisfy the condition,

b # Fisti # i b # 4Ty # 75 (5.3)

Although the circuit gains change with the working conditions, they vary slowly
compared with the wireless channel gains, thus the circuit gains are regarded as
constant in this chapter.

Under these assumption, the diagonal elements of T and R denote the coefficients
of the transmit and receive circuit gains of the base station, respectively. Similarly,
the diagonal elements of T and R denote the coefficients of the transmit and receive
circuit gains of all the mobile users, respectively. Thus, all these diagonal matrices

of the circuit gains are defined as

T = diag(tq,t2, -+ ,tn), (5.4)
R = diag(ry, 72, -+ ,7Nn), (5.5)
T = diag(fy, o, - - - ,1x), (5.6)
R = diag(7y, 7o, - -+ , 7k )- (5.7)

Then the entries in the matrix V = [vg,|kxn represent the wireless channel coeffi-

cients, which contains the i.i.d. complex Gaussian entries with zero mean and unit
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variance. The uplink and downlink channels can be expressed as

H; = TVR, (5.8)

H), =RVT. (5.9)

Due to the hardware mismatch between the uplink and downlink communication,
Hy and Hp are not exactly the same. The received signal at all the users can be

expressed as

y = VPHpx +n, (5.10)

where P = diag(p1, pa, - - - , px) is the power loading matrix with py being the power
loading factor for the k-th user, x = [x1,2s, - , 2|7 € CE*! is the vector of

(CK><1

transmitted signal for K mobile users and the vector n & represents the

additive white Gaussian noise with n ~ €N(0, 02Ix).

5.2.2 Linear Quantized Precoding

The transmitted signal vector x is the product of the precoding matrix F € CV*X

(CK><1

and the symbol vector s € , which is given by

x = Fs, (5.11)

where s is the vector of Quadrature Phase Shift Keying (QPSK) symbols with zero
mean and unit variance. Because the linear precoding can achieve near optimal per-
formance with relatively low computational complexity in massive MIMO systems,
the linear precoding is used for the analysis. We first design the linear precod-
ing matrix with infinite-resolution DACs and then quantize the resulting precoded
vector. Quantizing the precoded vector implies no additional computational com-

plexity. Thus, in Fig. 5.2, with the use of quantization, the transmitted signal vector
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in (5.11) is given by
x = Q(Fs), (5.12)

where Q(-) denotes the non-linear quantizer-mapping function. The one-bit quan-

S _ Z _ X
4{ Precoding ]—{ Quantizer ]—>

Figure 5.2: Diagram of linear quantized precoding.

tization operation is expressed as

Q(z) = sign(R(z)) + jsign(3(2)), (5.13)

where R(-) is the real part, 3(+) is the imaginary part and sign(-) is the sign of their

arguments. Therefore, the received signal vector can be rewritten as

y = VPHpQ(Fs) + n, (5.14)

5.3 Analysis of One-bit Quantized Precoding Us-
ing Bussgang Theorem

The Bussgang theorem has recently been used to analyze the massive multi-user
MIMO downlink with one-bit quantization. Based on the Bussgang theorem, the
quantized signal vector x can be decomposed into a linear function of the input to
the quantizers and a distortion that is uncorrelated with the input to the quantizer,

thus

x =Q(z) =Gz +q, (5.15)
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where z = Fs € CV*! and d is the quantization noise. The matrix G is a N x N

diagonal matrix to satisfy the covariance matrix R,q = E[zq”] = 0, hence

Elqz"] = E[(x — Gz)z"],
= E[xz"] — E[Gzz"],
= Rz — GRzza

=0, (5.16)

where Ry, denotes the the covariance matrix of the output vector x of the quantizer
with the input vector z of the quantizer and R,, denotes the variance matrix of the

precoded signal vector z. Note that
R,, = E[zz"] = FE[ss"|F = FF". (5.17)

Assuming the elements of z is Gaussian distributed, the inter-correlation between
the one-bit quantized z; and unquantized z; can be represented as the normalized

inter-correlation of the unquantized signals with a factor \/g [74],

2 Elzz]]

E[z;z}] = (5.18)

Based on (5.18), Ry, in (5.17) can be defined as

R, = \/g{diag(E[zzHD}‘%E[zzH]
= \/g{diag(FFH)}-%FFH. (5.19)

Therefore, substituting (5.17) and (5.19) into (5.16),

G = \/g{diag(FFH)}_ :

[N

(5.20)
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Next, (5.15) is used to write the covariance matrix Rqq of the quantization noise

vector q as

Ryq = E[(x — Gz)(x — Gz)"]
= E[xx"] — E[xz""|G" — GE[zx"] + GE[zz"]G"
= Rxx - R:L’ZGH - Gsz + GRZZGH

= R,x — GFFGY, (5.21)

where Ryx is the covariance matrix of the quantized signal vector x. Based on
the arcsin law, for a one-bit hard limiting quantizer, the inter-correlation of the
quantized signals can be given by [74]

2 Eizz: 2 E|zz:
E[z;z};] = —arcsin | % l2:%]] + j—arcsin | & [2:7]]

™ E[z2/|E[z 7] ™ E[z2/[E[%2]

(5.22)
From (5.22), Rxx can be expressed as
2
Rx = —arcsin{{diag(Rzz)}_%§R(RZZ){diag(Rzz)}_%}

7r

2 1 1
+ j—arcsin{{diag(R,,)} 23 (R,z){diag(R..)} 2}

T

= %arcsin{{diag(FFH)}_é§R(FFH) {diag(FFH)}_% }

+ j%arcsin{{diag(FFH)}—%S(FFH){diag(FFH)}—%}. (5.23)
Thus,

Raq = — {aresin {diag(FF")} 3 R(FF") {diag(FF")} 4}
+ jarcsin{{diag(FF)} 2 S(FF){diag(FF")} "7}

— {diag(FF")} 2 FF" {diag(FF")} "2} (5.24)
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5.4 Analysis of Achievable Rate

Based on the Bussgang theorem, the received signal vector y after quantization can

be expressed as follows,

y:\/ﬁHDx—{—n

= VPHpGFs + VPHpq +n. (5.25)

For the k-th user, the received signal y; is given by

7 _7
yr = /prhy, GFs + /prhy q + ny,

K
_ _ _
= /pehy, Gysp, + E Voihy, GEis; + /pih, g + ny

i=1,ik
K
T
= VPegkkSk + > /Prgkasi + /Dby a + i, (5.26)
i=L itk

where g, denotes the equivalent channel gain and g;; denotes correlated channel

gain. Therefore, the achievable rate Ry for the k-th user can be expressed as

Rk:10g2(1+ﬁyk>’ k= 172a"' 7K7 (527)
where
E 2
=g i [gk’k][T - (5.28)
AilzikpkEHgk,i!?] + prhy Ryghy, + 02

is the signal-to-quantization-interference-noise ratio (SQINR) for the k-th user.
K ~T ~ %
>~ piE[|gr.i]?] accounts for the multi-user interference and pyhy Reqh, accounts
i=1,ik
for the quantization noise.

Then with the effect of hardware mismatch, the analytical expressions of the

achievable rate is derived for one-bit linear precoding. In this section, focusing on
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the special case of ZF precoding, the precoding matrix is defined by
F=H!HH)™ (5.29)

To deal with the mathematical expectation in (5.28), the asymptotic deterministic
equivalents (ADEs) of the random variables are derived. Assuming N and K are
large with the ratio & > 1, the expectation can be approximated by their corre-

K

sponding ADEs. That means if a random variable x+ — xy and z( is deterministic,
Zo is the ADE of x.

In the asymptotic analysis, Lemma 1 is used, which is stated below,

Lemma 1 : Let A € CM*Y and x ~ €N(0, +®,), y ~ CN(0,+®P,). Assume
that A has uniformly bounded spectral norm (with respect to V) and that x and y

are mutually independent and independent of A. Then for all p > 1.

(1) E{ p}:o(zv—),

1
(2) x"Ax — NTr(A(IDm) — 0,

1
x? Ax — NTT(A‘I%)

SIS

(3) XHAy — 0,

(4) E{

For analyzing the ZF precoding matrix, we consider the asymptotic behaviour

(x/ Ax)? (%Tr(ACI)w))Q

} — 0. (5.30)

of the matrix HyHj? first and have

H, H? = TVRRYVAT". (5.31)
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5.4 Analysis of Achievable Rate

Since T and R are known constant matrices,

riry 0 - 0 vH
0 7o 0 Vg
VRRIVH = [v vy, -, vyl
I 0 0 - TNy 11 v |
= |1 )*vivi + e Pveve + - 4 ey Pvavy, (5.32)

where v; is the i-th column of the wireless channel matrix V. The term |r;|*v,v¥

can be expressed as

V14
U2;
2 GH _ [, 2
rilvivy = |ril vl Uy vt Uk
VK
* * *
U1iV1; V1l -+ V1l
* * *
U2iV1;  U2iUy; -+ U2iVUpy
2 7 12 (2
= |ry . (5.33)
* * *
VKkiV1; VkiUg -+ VUKiVUgy;

Therefore, the diagonal elements d;; of the matrix VRR?V* can be computed by

N
djj = Irilvjs;
i=1

’7”1‘2 0 0 /U;l
— [ Ujl Uj2 oo /UjN (534)
0 0 - |raf? Vin

v is defined as the j-th row of the matrix V. Because v ~ E€N(0,I), we have
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5.4 Analysis of Achievable Rate

djj = N (@v;) RR" (@v;ﬂ) : (5.35)

According to Lemma 1,
d;; — Tr(RRM). (5.36)

Similarly, the off-diagonal elements dj; ;- of VRRAV will approximate to 0.

Therefore,

VRR”VH — Tr(RRY)I. (5.37)
From (5.31),

H, HY - Te(RR)TT. (5.38)
Using the results of the previous section,

FF" = H{! (H,/H{) "H,
~H ~ ~H\ "2 ~
S RUVAT (Tr(RRH)TT ) TVR

— (Te(RR")) *RAVH (TT") VR (5.39)

Because the matrix G = \/g {diag(FF)}~2 only focuses on the diagonal elements
of FF¥ when K is large, using Lemma 1 for the diagonal elements, the approxima-

tion of the matrix G can be expressed as

(SIS
Bl

G - \/gTr(RRH)Tr ((TTH)—l)_ (RYR) 2. (5.40)

In the same way, based on (5.38), the precoding matrix F has the asymptotic
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approximation as
H~yHH HyrprnH | 71
F - RYVAT <Tr(RR )TT ) . (5.41)
It is assumed that f; denotes the k-th column of F, then
fi — (Te(RRD)|6?) " RV (5.42)

From (5.26), g is given by

~T
Jkk = h, Gf;,
— ot (Tr(RR)|5?) ™ vi TGR V. (5.43)
Using Lemma 1,
g — ity (Te(RR7)|7)?) ™ Tr (TGRT) £ E[gy ). (5.44)

Next, handling the ADE of |gx|?, gr; can be expressed as
gk,i = kakTsz, (545)
then

|g;m- |2 = |fk |2ff{GTHVkHVkTGfZ

— |7%)? (|5 Tr(RRT)) v, RGT v v, TGR v/, (5.46)
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Using Lemma 1, (5.46) can be rewritten as

|gril* — 7] (\LTJTY(RRH))_Q Tr (RGT"v{v; TGR")
— %)% (|5 Te(RRT)) 7 Tr (v TGRTRGTv})

— |7%)? (|6 Tr(RRT)) " Tr (TGRTRGTY) 2 E|gi.|?]. (5.47)

In terms of the quantization noise lequle, the expression of FF¥ should be
first considered. Although FF¥ is rank deficient, if assuming that N and K tend

to infinity, FF* can approximatively converge to a diagonal matrix. From (5.39),

FFY o (Tr(RRY)) Tr ((TTH)*) RYR. (5.48)

Therefore,
RFF?) = (Te(RRY)) 7 Tr ((TTH)*) R'R, (5.49)
S(FFY) = 0. (5.50)

Based on (5.24), the covariance matrix Rqq can be approximated as
2 2
Ryq — - (E - 1) —1- 2, (5.51)
T
and the quantization noise flzqule

~T ~ %
_ = H__H ~x*
h; Rygh;, = 7, viTRqqT vy, 7

— (1 - %) |72 Te(TTH). (5.52)

Therefore, substituting (5.44), (5.47) and (5.52) into (5.28), the SQINR can be
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expressed in closed form as

i (fkfz (Te(RRH)|7[2) " Tr (TGR™)

‘ 2

Tk —

- .
ST |2 (|£inr(RRH))*2 Tr (TGRY"RGT") + pi (1 — 2) |72 Te(TT) + 02
i=1,i#k

(5.53)

Then the achievable rate of one-bit quantized ZF precoding with the effect of hard-
ware mismatch can be calculated according to (5.53).

For a simple scenario, in the high SNR region, the coefficients of the transmit
and receive circuit gains of the base station are assumed to be random variables with
independent and identical distribution, while those of the mobile users are constant
and well compensated with ¢; = 7 = 1. Then assuming equal power allocation is
used, N and K tend to infinite with the ratio a = % With these assumption, in

the high SNR region, the SQINR of the k-th user can be given as

> 2 Tr(TTY) + (1 - 2) Te(TTH)
i=TLi#k
Based on the Law of Large Number (LLN), as N and K — oo,
iTr (RHT(RHR)_%> — E |77t !
N 71 |’I"Z| )
1
I (TTY) - E [Jt:*] - (5.55)
Substituting (5.55) into (5.54),
2
2B [ritik]
V& = : (5.56)

E[t:[%]

Therefore, (5.56) can be regarded as the performance approximation with con-

stant value for the one-bit quantized ZF precoding in the high SNR region and
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the performance are related to o and the statistics of the circuit gains at the base

station.

5.5 Results and Discussion

In this section, the performances of achievable rate and SER are evaluated for one-
bit ZF precoding with hardware mismatch. In the simulation, it is assumed that the
circuit gains t;, 1y, 4;, 7; are identically and uniformly distributed as U(1 — 0.55,1 +
0.59) and § is set as 0.4. Note that, if 0 is large, the influence of hardware mismatch
will be severe. All the simulation results are averaged over randomly generated
coefficients of hardware mismatch and channel realizations.

In Fig. 5.3, the performance loss caused by the effect of the hardware mismatch
is evaluated. It is assumed that the transmit power is equally allocated among all
the mobile users and the number of base station antennas is N = 100. Compared
with one-bit ZF precoding without hardware mismatch, achievable rate of one-bit
ZF precoding with hardware mismatch suffers obvious degradation. This indicates
that ZF precoding is sensitive to the influence of hardware mismatch, because the ZF
preocoding matrix is computed based on the estimation of uplink channel matrix.
In addition, as shown in Fig. 5.3, achievable rate of K=5 performs better than that
of K=20. Thus, if the number of base station antennas is fixed, fewer number of
mobile users can achieve better performance of achievable rate.

In Fig. 5.4, the performance loss is evaluated with different conditions. With
the constant ratio a = %, the results of achievable rate are simulated for different
numbers of base station antennas and mobile users. The achievable rate with large
values N = 100, K = 5 performs better than that with small values N = 40, K = 2,
which shows the benefits of massive MIMO systems. Therefore, the results reinforces
the observation that the performance is influenced by specific numbers of both base

station antennas and mobile users.
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Figure 5.3: Achievable rates of one-bit ZF precoding with and without hardware
mismatch, where N = 100.
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Figure 5.4: Achievable rates of one-bit ZF precoding with and without hardware
mismatch, where oo = 2.
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Figure 5.5: Achievable rates of one-bit ZF precoding with hardware mismatch, where
N = 100.

The simulation results in Fig. 5.5 are conducted to validate the accuracy of the
derived closed-form expression of the achievable rate, with N = 100. From Fig. 5.5,
with the effect of hardware mismatch, our analytical approximation of one-bit ZF
precoding in (5.53) can match well with the simulations for the cases of K =5 and
K = 20 ,which shows the accuracy of the analysis. The achievable rate for the case
of K =5 is better than that for the case of K = 20. Moreover, in the range of SNR,
the analytical approximation with K = 5 is more accurate than that with K = 20.
Therefore, larger value of the ratio a = N/K we use, higher achievable rate per
user and more accurate approximation expression can be obtained for the one-bit
ZF precoding with hardware mismatch.

Then Fig. 5.6 and Fig. 5.7 illustrate the performance approximation of achievable
rate for one-bit ZF precoding in the high SNR region, considering the same setup
as Fig. 5.5. Based on (5.56), the circuit gains at the mobile user is defined as

T = R = Ix. When the effect of hardware mismatch exists, the performance
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approximation for one-bit ZF precoding is tight, which does not increase linearly
with respect to SNR. When SNR is more than 20 dB, the achievable rates will

saturate.

3.5 .

2.5 1

—6— Approximation (K=5)
Simulation (K=5)
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
SNR (dB)

Achievable Rates (bits per channel use)
w

Figure 5.6: Performance approximation of one-bit ZF precoding with hardware mis-
match, where N = 100 and K = 5.

In Fig. 5.8, the average SER for the unquantized ZF precoding is plotted to eval-
uate the influence of hardware mismatch with the number of base station antennas
N = 100. For varied number of mobile users, the SER without hardware mismatch
obviously outperforms that with hardware mismatch. For a target SER of 1074,
the SER with hardware mismatch suffers from 3 dB performance loss. Similar to
Fig. 5.8, Fig. 5.9 illustrates that the SER of one-bit ZF precoding is also influenced
by hardware mismatch. In the high SNR region, the SER of one-bit ZF precoding
with K = 20 approaches an error floor around 1072 with and without hardware
mismatch. The SER floor with K = 5 is of the order of 10~* without hardware
mismatch, while that with K = 5 is of the order of 107 with hardware mismatch.

Fig. 5.10 plots the SER results of unquantized and quantized ZF precoding when
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Figure 5.7: Performance approximation of one-bit ZF precoding with hardware mis-
match, where N = 100 and K = 20.
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Figure 5.8: SER of unquantized ZF precoding with and without hardware mismatch,
where N = 100.
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Figure 5.9: SER of one-bit ZF precoding with and without hardware mismatch,
where N = 100.
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Figure 5.10: SER of unquantized and quantized ZF precoding with hardware mis-
match, where N = 100.
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hardware mismatch exists. It is observed that the SER of ZF precoding is adversely

affected by the coarse one-bit quantization. When N = 100 and K = 10, the SER

undergoes an error floor around 1073. However, when N = 100 and K = 20, the

SER undergoes an error floor around 1072, Therefore, the smaller value of the ratio
_ N

a = 7 will lead to a better SER performance.

5.6 Summary

In this chapter, the performance of one-bit ZF precoding is investigated with the
hardware mismatch for massive multi-user MIMO systems. A closed-form expres-
sion of the achievable rate is derived using the Bussgang theorem and random matrix
theorem. In addition, a performance approximation on the achievable rate is also
derived. As discussed in the result section, the accuracy of the derived approxima-

tion expression is validated and the performance approximation is related to the

N

ratio a = 74

and the statistics of hardware mismatch parameters. Moreover, the
ratio « is proved to be a significant factor to obtain higher achievable rate and more

accuracy approximation expression in consideration of both hardware mismatch and

one-bit ZF precoding.
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Chapter 6

Conclusions and Further Work

6.1 Conclusions

In downlink massive MIMO systems, due to the prohibitively high energy consump-
tion and hardware complexity caused by the very large antenna arrays, the low com-
plexity precoding schemes are often used to address this problem. Therefore, this
thesis focuses on the design and analysis of the low complexity precoding schemes
for massive MIMO systems. In this thesis, we have proposed novel hybrid precod-
ing schemes with a comparable performance as the optimal methods, which can
effectively reduce the energy consumption and hardware complexity without obvi-
ous performance loss. Moreover, the performance of the low complexity precoding
schemes is analyzed .

In Chapter 3, a low complexity hybrid precoding scheme is proposed in massive
multi-user MIMO systems with a finite dimensional channel model. The hybrid
precoding exploits a high-dimensional RF precoder in the analog domain and a
low-dimensional baseband precoder in the digital domain, which employs fewer RF
chains to reduce the hardware complexity. In terms of the channel model, the
finite dimensional channel is considered, because it can reflect the property of the
poor scattering channel environment caused by high path loss at high frequency.

Based on this channel model, the proposed method can achieve spectral efficiency
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close to that achieved by the optimal ZF precoding. Then a tight upper bound on
spectral efficiency achieved by the proposed precoding is derived, which separates
the dependence on the array response vectors and the fast fading coefficients matrix
and shows the optimality of the proposed hybrid precoding.

In Chapter 4, using successive refinement, an iterative hybrid precoding scheme
is proposed with a sub-connected architecture for mmWave MIMO systems. Base
on the hybrid precoding scheme with the fully-connected architecture in Chapter 3,
the sub-connected architecture is utilized to reduce the number of phase shifters for
the hybrid precoding design, which can further reduce the hardware complexity. In
mmWave channel model, the iterative algorithm is used to effectively optimize the
hybrid precoding matrices. In addition, an upper bound on the spectral efficiency
achieved by the proposed hybrid precoding is derived with a closed-form expression
and the comparable performance of the spectral efficiency as the hybrid precoding
schemes with the fully-connected architecture is obtained by the proposed precoding
scheme. Then the energy efficiency and the complexity of the hybrid precoding
schemes are both analyzed, which show the sub-connected architecture achieves
higher energy efficiency and lower complexity than the fully-connected architecture
with the increase of the number of RF chains.

In Chapter 5, the impact of one-bit ZF precoding is studied for massive MIMO
system with the uplink and downlink hardware mismatch. Due to the limitation of
the hybrid precoding schemes, the low-resolution DACs are employed to reduce the
hardware complexity and the power consumption. Because the hardware employed
at the base station and the mobile terminals is different, the channel for massive
MIMO system with hardware mismatch is considered. Based on these, a analytical
approximation expression for the achievable rate is derived with the use of the
Bussgang theorem and random matrix theorem. Then a performance approximation
of the achievable rate is also derived in the high SNR region, which is related to the

ratio of the number of base station antennas and the number of mobile users , and
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the statistics of the circuit gains at the base station. The simulation results show the
accuracy of the derived approximation expression. In addition, the performance of
SER is also simulated to study the influence of one-bit ZF precoding and hardware

mismatch.

6.2 Further Work

In order to reduce the hardware complexity deriving from the use of very large
antenna arrays in massive MIMO system, antenna selection is an effective method to
exploit the diversity gains and achieve complexity reduction. However, the antenna
selection and the precoding schemes are two disjointed optimization problems. For
future work, the research on a combination of low complexity precoding schemes
with the antenna selection can be carried out to achieve the highest benefits from
both techniques.

Due to the large number of required DACs in massive MIMO system, the low
resolution DACs are used to reduce prohibitively high power consumption. The
conventional linear precoding methods with quantization are far from optimal in
terms of both BER and achievable rate, thus the design of low complexity precoding
schemes with quantization poses an appealing challenge for future research, aiming
to achieve near-optimal performance.

Furthermore, most prior work employs the low resolution DACs with a number of
RF chains equal to the number of transmitting antennas, which will lead to a great
performance loss. To deal with this problem, a mixed DAC architecture can be
considered, in which some antennas are equipped with low-resolution DACs, while
the rest of the antennas are composed of high-resolution DACs. Hence, a study of
the trade-off between the achievable rate and power consumption for the different
numbers of high and low resolution DACs is also a very challenging topic that will

keep researchers busy in the future.
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