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ABSTRACT

In our increasingly interdisciplinary field, health professionals, advocates, and
researchers frequently look to public librarians as partners. This trend may be particularly
important in small and rural communities, where the public library occupies a uniquely important
role given the disinvestment in health infrastructure in those communities. How are both current
and aspiring small and rural public librarians receiving the education, training, and ongoing
support needed to foster and sustain health services and programs with local, regional, and
national partners? This panel draws attention to and discusses these issues in three ways: 1.
Showcasing connections across three Institute of Museum and Library Services funded projects
focused on small and rural public libraries and health; 2. Fostering audience interaction by
soliciting questions and feedback prior to the conference; 3. Engaging in dialogue about how LIS
educators can form and sustain connections to public librarians, particularly in small and rural
communities. Topics the panelists will explore or discuss include, 1. What challenges and
opportunities are associated with forming and sustaining partnerships with small and rural
librarians, particularly in grant funded projects? 2. How can LIS educators learn from the
experiences of rural and small librarians to ensure that LIS graduates have the knowledge and
skills to be successful in their communities? 3. What additional work is needed to understand and
support small and rural public librarians as catalysts of social justice and health justice?
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