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ABTT BAKR IBH 1 AMMAR.

HIS LIFE AND POETRY

AH ABSTRACT

Abu Bakr Ibn’Ammar (U22/1031-U77/108U) was one of the
moBt prominent poets and statesmen of Muslim Spain during
the age of the Muluk al-Tawsif#

He was born in the same year that withessed the downfall
of the Ummayyad dynasty and died only a few years before the
start of the Almorevid regime in U8U/1091*

This thesis which deals with his life end poetry
consists of an introduction and 15 chapters# The introduction
deels mainly with the difficulties which face those who under-
take Andalusian studies, namely the scarcity of information
and contradiction# The most important sources of this thesis
are also discussed in the Introductions Their value as
relisble sources of information is considered# A plan for
the thesis is also drawn here#

Chapter one is a brief survey of the history of the
period# Chapter two is a more detailed study of the poetic
revival, its different phases, the causes that led to it, and

the part which the Muluk al-Tawaif had played#

The biography of Ibn'Aramar engages the next 8 chapters#
As there has been no relisble biography for the poet,it was
necessary in order to clear the obsurity which had wrapped his
name and correct the erroneous conceptions about him, to make
this biography from the original sources, meting full use of
his own poetry and that of his compatriots, the thing which was
not given any real weight before#

The lastd chapters deal with his poetry# At first the

opinion of the Andalusian critics about the poet was mode
clear, then their criteria was discussed so that their judgement



might he clearly appreciated and the poet's place among the
other Arah poets he shown. The poetical career of the poet
has heen followed in a special chapter in which the different
factors which directed his composition were made clear. The
themes of the poet, his imagery and diction snd the value of
his poetry as a source for the study of the age engage a long
chapter. In the last chapter the different collections of his
poetry, which have unfortunately heen lost, are considered.

The Arabic part of this thesis is a collection of his
extant poetry,compiled from original sources. They are
arranged according to the alphabetical order of their rhymes

with a few explanatory footnotes.
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I NT RODUCTION

The age of the petty kings (5th/I1th century) was the
golden age for Arabic literature in al-Andslus. |t was,
indeed, one of the brightest periods in the history of Arabic
literature especially poetry.(l) Never had so many prominent
poets flourished in one Arab country# The popularity of
their odes was not simply restricted to their own country
but was extended to all Arab countries”

It will be unnecessary elaberation to emimerate the names
of all the prominent poets. The names of many of them w ill
be repeatedly mentioned hereafter# Ibn fAmmar, whose life and
poetry w ill be the material for this thesis was the brightest
star in this constellation# As a poet and as a statesman he
won the admiration of his compatriots# Unfortunately he was
undeservedly neglected, partly because - as Ibn Bssssaa said -
his bad deeds eclipsed his good words,(2)and partly because of

the loss of a large portion of his poetry#

This thesis is composed of three parts, the first of
which is allotted for the study of the history and the literary
history of the age of Ibn’ Ammar#

This is necessary for the understanding of many of the
events in the poet’'s life as well as his poetry# Though it
may be true that no great poet ever owed any great part of
his genius to his age, yet a man’s mind as regards Its less

personal cox”tituents must needs be moulded by his time.

The second part is allotted to the study of the life
and character of the poet, the third part to the study of his
poetrys his themes, his metres, his diction, his imagery and

the various collections of his poetry”

(1) al~3hsqundi, in his famous critical epistle (haffc. al-?ib
Vol.ll p./3&) considers this age as even brighter, as
far as literature (Adab) is concerned ythan the age of
the Band Hamden in Aleppo (Uth/1O th)

(2) al-Dhakhira 11 f. 12U.
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At the end of the thesis are appended all the ooems of
Ibn*Ammar which | have collected listed according to the
alphabetical order of their rhymes.

Very few details are known about Ibn*Ammar’'s life ,and
most of these have to be inferred from obscure remarks about
himself in his own poetry. He is often mentioned by
Andalusian Writers : but their concern is to praise his poetry,
not to write his biography. Certain events of his life and
certain poems are told and retold in many books with ereat

variations. Sometimes the names of persons and places are
corrupted. The same poem is sometimes attributed by different
authors to different poets. Dates are seldom given correctly
if given at all. An event is supposed to have happened at

a certain place by one of the authors and at another place
by another author. Often no place at all is given as the
theatre of one of the important events. This sort of thing
might occur in the same book. Nafh al-Tfb is a good example.
This is mainly due to the method which al-Maqgqari had followed
in the compilation of his encyclopedia. He has quoted freely
and extensively from earlier authors. He does not attempt
to reconcile his authorities when they conflict. Often he
is not aware of such conflict but when he is he says simply
MBod only knows which is the truth.M His style is free from the
straining after rhetorical effect that disfigures the works
of many of his compatriots, and in addition to many extracts
from works now lost, the anecdotes with which his book is
enlivened and the miscellaneous information incidentally
conveyed, make it not only most intertaining to ref?d, but
also one of the most valuable sources for our knowledge of
Andalusian life and literature.

Now that | have mentioned Nafh al.-{tb... it is relevant
to mention something about a few of my important sources.

Kitab *lI-Dhakhlr a fi Mahasin Ahl al-Jazira,( 1)of Ibn Bessam

7—r: ?
(1) Only farts Ii, 1ii& IVi have been pointed. Part Il which

contains the biography of Ibn*Ammar is in manuscript
form in Dsr al-Kutub al-Masriya.
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is by far the most important book that dealt with the
subject of Andalusian poetry. It is one of the oldest of

the existing books on this subjectC1)and it covers a very

wide field of knowledge snd is written in plain unaffected style

on the model of Kitab al Yatlma of al Thafalibi.

Ibn Basslra, who was not much of a historian, as he him-
self confesses(2)9 acknowledges his indebtedness to the great

reliable historian Ibn Hayyan, author of Kitab al~- uqtabas and
KItSb al Matin. from whose books he quotes freely *nd extensi-
vely. When he failed to find what he wanted in Ibn Hayyanb books

he depended on his own memory.(3) Unfortunately the period in

which Ibn*AmmSr had flourished, had not been covered by lbn
Hayyan, and Ibn Bassfm’s knowledge had failed him in more than
one instance and was corrected by the subsequent authors who
had read his booki*) Nevertheless, it should not be forgotten
that Ibn Basssm wrote his famous anthology in Seville, where
the events of the life of Tbn*Ammar were s till fresh in the
minds of those who had witnessed them.

Another important book, to which mention should be given
here is Qalayid alrlgyan(5)of al-Kath b. ATbayd-\lIrh el CaysT

known as Ibn Khagan, which was written twenty years after
Kitab al-dJDbakhTra»

Al-Fath, as the holder of the title of’'wazTr'and as a
famous poet and a great writer of prose, had contacts with
many great men of his age, some of whom where outstanding

figures at the time of IbniAmmar.

(1) It was written in 1502/1109*
(2) Al-DhakhTrs i ps 2k.

(3) Ibid p.2i+.

(U)

See the criticism of Ibn al-Abbarv al-Hulla f: 99)
to Ibn Bsssam’s faulty information, which he des-
cribes as u uil «J; i.e. serious blunder.

(5) This book has several editions.



Thus his knowledge of the generation which preceded his
own WAS drawn from authentic sources. He tells us, for
exr ole, that in 503 A.H., he met *Abu Abd al-Rahman p.
Tahir, the Lord of Murcia who had been deposed by Ibn
cAmmer in U71/107&, and had long conversations with him. °’

Be also tells us that he had met Ibn al-Labbana, one of

the court-poets of 8I-Mu*tamid end e historian of some

m erit, and obtained some information from him concerning
his patron.(2) He says that he was present when IbncAmmar,s

bones where dug out from the ditch in which they had been
buried when he was killed. He remarks that his fetters

were s till twisted round his dry shin-bones like serpents.gg)
Nevertheless, this valuable book suffers two serious defects.
It is written in & highly ornamented style in which the
sense is sacrificed for the sound, It is also composed of
ambiguous phrases end far fetched allusions which show

that the author was writing not for uninformed but for
well-informed readers interested only in the elegant style.
He says, for example, about IbnTAmmar,f Fora long period

he was obscure, then he was elevated to the summit; he was
endowed with a clear vision. Luck favoured him and im-

proved his lot and brought the Impossible within his reach”

sl-Fath was a contemporary of Ibn Bass'am but he was
not on friendly terms with him. He incorporated long
passages fitom al-Dj*aKM£a in his book without bothering to
acknowledge his indebtedness to its author. Ibn Bsssam,
according to Ibn Said,sued him for this actof plagiarisrn.

¥ freb -pucj1b of Abdal- Waftid al-Marr akushT (5)
contains a lengthy and detailed biography of Ibn 1Ammar

(1J .alayid p.£?*
(2) Ibid p. 6
(3) Ibid p. 86.
U) Ibid p.

(5) He was born in Merocco in 531/1185* Somotime lat?*he
went to al-Andalus in pursuit of knowledge. In Seville,
where he spent most of his time he found himself inter-
ested in the study of the life and poetry of Ibn*Aramar.
le wrote Kitab al-Muc.1ib in 620/122U.
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in which he had brought out many interesting facts about the
poet which had escaped previous authors* One of the great

m erits of this book is the plain style in which it is written.
In apologetic terms the author tells us that at the time when
he started to write the biography of Ibn’AmmAr many of the
things he used to know about the poet had escaped his memory,
and in the end he again apologizes for his exuberance. > It is
noticable thatAbd al-Wahid avoids giving dates but. when he
does he is not always correct. This might be due to the fact
that he was writing his bobk from memory and he had no reliable

sources. Ve

At last, Al-Hulla al-Siyera(1) of Abu Abd Allah b. al-
Abbar (594/1198 - 635/1233) should be mentioned. Although
this book is of a comparatively later date and although its
author quotes from Ibn Bassaro and Ibn *hsqgan, yet we find
in it things which we do not find elsewhere. Some of the
important books written about Ibn*Ammar from which Ibn al-

Abbar quotes or to which he refers are lost.

Of these are the Diwan of Ibn1Ammar compiled by
Abu’'l-T ahir Muhsmmad b. Yusuf al-TamlmY al-Saraqustl; (2)
and al-T 8rikh al-Ma.jmu fi Akhbar al-Mu”*amid b. Abbad by
Abff Bakr Muhammad b. Yusuf b. Qesim (ibn Qasim)al-3hilbi whom
Ibn al-Abbar finds more reliable than Ibn Bassam(3)and Akhbar

Ibn tAmmar(4)by Ibn Bassam, the author of al-Dhakhira.
In the end of the biography of the poet he tells us that

he is aware of the difficulties which face those interested in
Ibn* Ammar, so he was careful to make things easy for them by
w riting an adequate biography as no other man, as far as he

(1) This book is s till in manuscript form although parts
of it had been edited by Dozy & Muller.

(2) Al-Hulla fs 94,95,96,97,99,104.

(3) Ibid fs 95,96,97,98,99,103.
(4) Ibid f 98,



knew/had done before; his apology for this elaboration is

that the excellence of what he was quoting is sufficient
justification* (O

Other books and manuscripts are mentioned in their

appropriate places, in the footnotes and in the list of
references.

(1) IMd f: 103



PART ONE

Background.



CHAPTER I

HI 3TUBX.CAL hAOKORCTOD

The year U22/1031 ©arks the final downfall o the
Amayyad C aliphate*1)In that year, the Cordovans Ured of a
aerie®© Of revolutions and counter-revolutions whi -i hMi-
devastated Cordov© and its royal suberbs of lahra nd Eahtra,
forced Highfe Il (al-Hu'tsd) to abdicate in favour of an
elected council of elders presided over by Abufl “esm b*
Jshwar (U22/1031 - U35/10U3)*

Thu© Cordova entered upon e new ere of tranquillity
end progress; but the domain© of Abu*l Hezm did not extend
beyond the outskirts of Cordova itself* Long before that
date, mmy Independent petty kingdoms were Ost&blifched in
different parts of what used to be the Wmayyed E pire, by
SlaverArnirfi generals (SaQalibs)* Berber factions nnd men
of native breed (ft?sba Andalusia) who claimed to bo Arabs*

They threw off all allegiance to Cordova*

Ab\ifl Hazm who was a man of much wisdom and eourtg®,
tried to reunite the country, but in the fee© of the great
opposition offered by the petty kingsCAuluk al T.e?Jiif as
they came to be known in history, or Reyes de fed a as the
Bapnish chroniclers would call them) he was force to give
up the ide©, and he was satisfied with the empty i le of
Bhaykh al-Jamacah end acted as an arbitrator betruca the

different factions*

Cordova Itself was too weak to stand alone; and for
a while it was the boneContention between its two stronger
neighbours the Banu Dhu'l Nun of Toledo and the Be u<Abbid of
Seville* Finally it was annexed by Seville durin the

reign of al-Htftstaid*

(1) The power of the Caliphate had been only nominal since
the rise of al-*ansur and hie two son© al-MUzeffar and
sl-Kssir who assumed the title of Hajib(fM M H tiiiivtC T)
and were virtually the supreme power in the et&te* The

ttmmeyyadC qiiphate was temoorarily Interrupts by the
rac uaiteCOlipha Ali Ahis son © CSsim*(U07/1¢?6~h1U/1023)



By far the largest, the strongest and the richest of
all the petty kingdoms was that offBanu Ahhad in Seville
which was established in U1U1023 at the end of the reign
of the Hammudite Caliph al-Qasim b. Hammud. A council of
elders was elected with Ibn sl-Hawzani, Ibn Hajjaj, ”*Bn
Yarim and Abu Bakr al-Zubaydi as members and ©l-*adi b.
Abbad as its president. |Ibn Abbad acted with great
ability and sagacity to spare his town a similar destiny
to that of Cordova*

He pretended that he had found the Umayyad Caliph
Hisham |lI, who had disappeared from Cordova during the first
civil war that brought al-Mahdi to the throne. He pro-
claimed him Caliph and assumed fwm the title of hajib.

He invited the different petty kings to come to Seville,
or send deputations to pay homage to their lord. But he

found no response.

A fter his death in U33/10U2 his son Abbad took his
ulace as the president of the council. The ambitions
young, man eleminated all the other members and governed
the town as am absolute king assuming the royal title of
al-!uitadid and also kept the title of his father-Hsjib
carrying out his father’s pretence about the caliph
Hisham | 1.

He renewed the invitation to the petty kings asking
the to payhim allegiance as the hajib of Hisham but with
no success. 30 he threw away his silk glove, announced
the death of Hisham and resorted to more effective means.
By a number of quick and ruthless moves which earned for
hirn the title of the most blood-thirsty man in the history
of Muslim Spain, he enlarged his kingdom at the expense of
his weak Berber neighbours.

A league was formed to oppose his plans by the kingdoms:
of Badajos and Granada and he encountered stubborn resistance
but at the intercession of Abu’'l Walid b. Jahwor of Cordova,

an armistice was agreed upon in U33/1051. His son
©1- u’tamid by combining diplomacy and strength enlarged his



kin Mom by adding to it Cordova and Murcia and nefehgy
other minor towns*

The Eastern coast with its hinterland was shared by
the Amirid Slav generals and the deecendents of al-Mans$r*
Abu’l Jaysh Mujahid al-Amiri occupied Denia and the
Balearie islands: Ibiza, Majorca and Minorca* Khsyran and
his brother Zuhayr availed themselves of Almeria which they
were forced to yield to Banu SuraS&ih*and Murcia which was
later taken by the Banu Tahir* dbd al-~Aziz, a grandson of

al-Mansur occupied Valencia*

In the North and North-west three fairly large kingdoms
were established: the Banu Kud in Zaragoza, the Baritf Dhu'l
Nun in Toledo and the Banu’'l Aftas in Badajos* rhese three
kingdoms being the neighbours of the Christian states
suffered more than the other Muslim kingdoms from the
common enemy* For this reason their capitals, consecutively,
were called the upper front, the middle front and the
lower front*

In the south, south-west and in the west there were
many Berber kingdoms of which the most important was that
of the Banu Zayri in Grandsda which alone survived the

‘Abbadid war of Annexation*

Beside these, there were many minor kingdoms* Some of
them preserved their independence to the very end, others
survived for brief periods and were annexed by the stronger
ones; some of them were very small not more than mountain
forts, other’'s were fairly large* To enumerate them w ill

be unnecessary eleboration” It is enough to mention two
of them, because they come in the biography of Ibn ’Ammar®
The kingdom of Banu" RazTn in al-Sahla known as Shanta Marta
al- iharg and Albsrracin was famous for the heroic part it
played in the war against the Christians® Abd al-M alik

b* RazTn distinguished himself as the patron of /Musicians

and was proud of his friendship with “hn Ammari'O The Banu

H) Ibn "Ammar s poem No*68 is a reply to another poem which
he had received from Ibn RazTn*
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LabbTin of Lorca and M arbitilf were also on good terms with
Ibn #Ammer, when everybody else seemed to be working
against him~* Then Ibn al-Yasc inherited their throne he

surrendered it to al-Mu't&mid.

These short-sighted tj"ants,caring only for their
individual thrones, threw themselves at the feet of their
common enemy, the king of Casfcilfc , to supply them with
mercenaries whenever they were not strong enough to carry
on alone their offensive or defensive responsibilities.
Partly for this reason and partly to scape the raids which
the enemy made in all directions, almost all khe petty kin s
became tributaries to the king of Asturias Leon and Castile
Alfonso VI.

This brave and shrewd king, preparing for the final
blow, olflent enough to watch his enemies destroy one an-
other, while he was strengthening his army with the immense
contributions he was exacting out of them all in antici-

pation of the final moment.

Meanwhile, a young fanatical power had emerged from
the chaotic circumstances in north Africa. The Almoravids
(al-lAirabitun)* *unified by religious rigour and the
inspiring leadership of Y  usuf b. Tash-Ifin subjugated all
Morocco in a short period and was ready in time to ssve
al- 'zdalus.

When Alfonso VI. moved to strike his final blow, he
found himself face to face with Yusuf b. Tashfin who
accomplished the rbiracie of uniting the petty kings for
the first and only time in their history. A bloody battle,
fought at 8l-Zallags (Sacraliss) on the banks of Guadiena,
between Bad&jos and Merida, on Friday 12th Rajsb U79/0ct.2j/
1086 resulted in the victory of the Muslims.

(1) They were also known ss al-Mulath thamufi, because they
were all veiled (from i*i= veil), and the Lsmtuniyun

because the m ajority o f’them came from the Berber tribe
Lamtune, a branch of the Sanhaj#tribe.



YMAf, being certain that the petty kings could
remain united, or able to defend themselves against

raids of the Csstilianc who were soon on their feet

gave orders to his generals to wipe out these kings.

cnee this was achieved in U8U/1Q91* s new era
started in al-Andalus.

not
the
again
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CHAPTER IT.
POETRY PURINO THE [gITT.TK ALATAWAIF PERIOD

Although al-Andalus during the Muluk al-Tawalf period
showed clear signs of military degeneration, economic in-
stability and social desintigration, yet as regards poetry,
it entered upon the most brilliant period in its history”
The poets, who had hitherto been confined to the narrow
court circle, which limited their productions to eulogies
and felicistations to the Caliph found & new scope for

their talents*

The great freedom of behaviour set aside many
religious restrictions® Wine-drinking was no longer re-
garded as a sin* Drinking-levies were held in public in
the gardens and on river-banks*(1) There, poets gathered,

improvisations were made, and critical remarks were passec °

Love-making between the two sexes was facilitated by
the unhampered contact of men and women, thanks to the
abolition of the veil and the hsrem institutions* Love-
noetrv was widely diffused in this ’'healthy* atmosphere®

Meanwhile, perverted-love was not uncommon. Good
looking cup-bearers inspired many poets with their com-
positions®* These youthful slaves were carefully trained
to serve their masters and their boon companions and
contribute much to their share of pleasure” Some of them
were dven a good education in poetry and literature;
many of them could sing and play on different muscial

instruments*® Ibn *Ammar and his bosom friend Ibn Wahbun
were amed for their preverted love and the poems inspired
by it* _

(1) ai-Shaqundl'describes the beautiful banks of the
Guadalquivir and says thst they were famous as the

rend§So>0dB8of singers and wine-drinkers* Such care-
free gatherings were not disapproved of unless they
led to perturbations and quarrels (Nafh Il p* 1h3)*
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Moreover, in this age, the Andalusian poet, who had
been servile to the often unjustified conception of the
supremacy of the Mashric over the Maghrib began to feel
his own individuality* Owing to the decline of Baghdad,
the reputation of the Eastern scholar end poet W88 no
lon er in absolute ascendancy, as it used to be during
the Cordovan Caliphate* O riginality and not successful
im itation became the motto of the day* The poets started
to draw their inspiration from what they saw and fe It
rather than from what they read or heard”

The beginning of this period had witnessed the
challenge of the westernscholar and poet to classical
values* Ibn Hazm, Says,”” Let us avoid (in this book) the
tales of the bedouins and theancients. Their path
differs from ours* |t is not mypolicy to ride the camel
which was ridden by another man > nor adorn myself with

borrowed jewels.* (1)

Ibn Wahbun, on hearing al-Muftamid admiring the
verses of al-Muftanabbi retorted that the beauty of the
verses of this Mashriq. poet was d£CEL to the rich prizes

he used to receive from his benefactors*”

The petty kings played a very important role in the
advancement of poetry* Beside sharing with their subjects
the national zeal for versifying, the petty kings vied
with one another in patronizing poets. They offered them
raunificient bounties, and, in many cases, living quarters

in their royal palsees”

el-Muitadid reinstituted in Seville the Diwan al-dhu’ra
which we® originally created in Cordova by al-Mansur* There
in were registered the names of all the court poets and the
amount their gratuities* Once a week they were allowed

to present themselves before him to recite their eulogies
in the order of their merit which decided by the king

(1) Tawq al-Harnarna p. 3*
(@) fit- Muttib P



himself# A certain poet tells us thathe used to hethe
fou th in the list but he was promoted to the secondran*#
el-MuPtadid appointed IbnJakh el-Sabbagh as the head of
the >iwan sl-dhu’ra with the privilegeof being the

first poet to recite, when he listened to one of hi©

excellent odes*

This king sent for poets all over the country invi-
ting them to his court and sent them presents end promised
them rote# When he learned that Ibn Sharaf the famous
<ayrawan poet left his home and settled in Toledo, he sent
him a message Inviting him to Seville# The poet who was
not unaware of the bad reputation of the cruel king de-
clined the invitation and sent him a poem expressing his
apni/lohension of meeting with the fete of many of the
victim© of the king of Seville. (O

1-1'u1talid also severely punished a Sevilian trader
who confessed to him that he refused to help Ibn Heshiq the
poet of Csyrawsn to join al-Mu*tadidl2) jpn Rashiq who had
left is native town, as did Ilbn Sharaf, went to Sicily#
On hearing of the generosity of the king of Seville and
his liberality to poets, he was keen to go to him,but his
heart’s desire was not realised until he died.”?3)

al-'u*tadid, cruel as he used to be was lenient with
the poets and tolerant"cgrrogance. Once he asked Idris o#
al-Yamen to praise him* The proud poet answerer that he
would not do so unless he received his rewarded of a
hundred dinars in advance. al-Hu*tadid smiling advanced
the reward, (4)

(1) B2*akhlira IV, p# 1U2.

(2) vsaillk al-Absar f 32.

(3) Ibn ReshTq (Author of al-Hmda)le ft Qayrewan to Sicily
in U5S and settled in fcazar where he died in U56/106U
or h63/1070#

(H) nfh al-Tfb IT p. 1U0 and also repeated In p# 3b2#
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His son sl-Wu tamid inherited the refined taste of his
father*. He was a distinguished poet and a lover of poetry.

Abd al-Wahid likens him to Harun al-W athig “illah, the
Abbasid, in his intelligence and literary knowledge. w His
verses,” says Abd aI-Wan)id "unfold themselves like rich
hangings, and the poets and the men of letters crowded round
him in numbers greater than had ever before been seen in any
court of Spain. Of the various forms of humsn knowledge he
cultivated literature and the fine arts alone. In addition
he combined all kinds of personal virtues: liberality,modesty
integrity and other similar virtues; in short | do not know
a praise-worthy human trait with which Ood had not liberally
endowed him. Of all the benifits which Spain received from
her conquest down to this day Mu’tamid is certainly one of,

if not the greatest.” (1)

The poets who were allowed to present fchem-sel*Sbefore
his father once a week,(2)were raised to the level of boon-

companions and were allowed to see him as often as they pleased.
Many of them were counted among his friends even before he sat on
the throne. (3) He favoured them, protected them against the
scheming of their jealous enemies, and pardoned their misconduct.
He even chose his prime-mini3ters from among them *first Ibn
Zaydun, and Ibn1Ammar; the leading figures amon? the poets of
the period.

Seville during his reign became the Caaba of poets. His
court became the resort of the learned, the rendezvous of poets,
the direction towards which all hopes were turned and the haunt
of men of excellence: so much so that there never was a king at
whose court a greater number of eminent men were assembled.

They flocked to it from all part*of the country as well as
from North Aff/ca and S icily.(k) Like his father, he sent

) al-Mujib p. 101.
) On Mondays,according to al-Maqqgari Nafh [l p. 1468.

Ibn*Ammar and lbn Zaydun.
k) Abu’l Hasan al-Husri, the blind poet from 4ayyawan,

Abu'l Arab and Ibn Harodis of Sicily were the most famous
poets who settled in Seville during the reign of al Mu”*temid;
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invitations to the poets of North Africa and Sicily* Ilbn
Khaliikan tells us'Othat he sent five-hundred dinars to fbu1!
~Arab of Sicily and an equal sum to al-Husri of layrawan to
prepare themselves for the Journey to Seville.

The tales of his generosity to poets were leyendry. On

hearing that his court-poet Ibn WahbUn said:Observance of
promises has vanished”

People no longer practiceit or even think ofit. | t
is as fabulous as thelegendrygryphon of the tale that a
poet once was given a thousandducats," he ordered thepoet

be given two thousand ducats.(2)

On another occasion Abu’l *Arab al-3iqilly praised
8I-Muctarnid and was given a rich prize of newly minted coins.
Not satisfied with that, the poet pointed to a beautiful
glass statuette of a camel with two pearls for eyes and which
was adorned with Jewels, and said,"My Lord, “Jour rich reward
cannot be carried except by a camel." "You may take the camel,
it will carry all your loads." ssid ©I'Mu’tamid. (3)

What has been said about the kings of Seville may be
said with some reservation about all the petty kin*s especially
©1 Mutawakkil of Badpjos, al Muftasim of Almeria, Ibn Resin
of al-3ehla,, Abu *Abd al-Rahman b, Tahir of Murciaand lbn
rAbdalfezfz of Valencia. The firstthree were poets of some
m erit and the five of them were allotted places in biographical

dictionaries of literary men.

(1) Wafayit Il P. 1*32.
(2) ©1-Mudib P. 102.
(3) Naff slI-Tfb Il p. J+23 and repeated on p. *473.
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Almost every court had its own court-ooets whose names
were connected with it,(I)but the majority of the ooets of
the period went from one court to another eating on all
tables and selling their odes to any b*iyer, carrying with them
gossip from court to court. (2)

The only great poet who declined the invitation of the
petty kings and refused to meddle with the life in the courts
was Ibn Khafa;ja.(3) Later on, however, he le ft his nstive
town in the island of Shuqr (Jacsr) between Jstiva and Valencia,
and went to the courts of the Almoravid princes, and addressed

numerous panegyrics to Abu Ishaq, lbrahim b. Yusuf b. Tashifin.

As eresult of this combination of favourable cric’vnstances.
Andalusian poetry entered upon a new era marked by originality,
realism and individualism. The production of poetry had
increased immensely. The art of improvisation was cultivated
on a national scale(®)To answer in an improvized verse was the
most appreciated of intellectual accomplishments. Naturally
much cheap stuff was produced but the predominant poetical
productions of this period compare favourably with that of
the other Andalusian periods and that of al-Mashriq.

(1) Ibn*Abd'un and Banual Qubturnu in Bad*jos, Ibn al-Haddad
endcUbada in Almeria, Ibn Wahbun in ieville, Ibn Hasdai/
in Zaragoza.

(2) Such poets included Ibn ’'Ammar, Ibn al-Labbana, ©1-Nihli,
al-Huari and Ibn Jakh al-Babbagh.

(3) al-hh©khir8 11l p.173* ’

(U) Yagftt (1179-1229) in Mujara al-Buldar?, article 3HILB says
about the native town of Ibn’Ansnar.
"I have heard innumerable persons, say that its people,

with but few exceptions, are maxers of verse and devoted
to belles-lettres (adab). |If you passed by a farmer

standing by his farm (feddan)and asked him about poetry,
he would at once improvise on any subject that you might

demand

The same thin had been said, earlier,by I I|rfsf (+1157)
in his book escription de la Aflq ue er Bag e
p.180: and later by al-OszwlIni (1203-12&3 |n hIS

Atha'r al-Bilad p. 365*
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ORIGIN AND EARLY LIFE

Abu'Bakr Muhammad b *rAmmer b* al-Husayn b* Arrsnar al-Mahrl
was born at Shanflabus (Estombar) near 3hilb (Silves)* ' in
the year U22/1031 -"3)0"His ancestors" says Abd al-Vehid,?
had no share of famS fcfiolden or modern times* No one of them
had been mentioned (by the historians) as having anything to
do with gtCry*" His mother was called Shams (or Shumayaa)* (5)

Before he was nine, he was sent to receive his primary
education at the hands of al-A*lam al-Shantamarri( 6)in Silves*
Then he went to Cordova for further education*(7)For an un-
specified reason, he le ft Cordova and went back to Silves and
started to earn his living by composing panegyrics for money”*
He wore a high cap and a garment of gost skin(r8) and rode on
a donkey and went from one place to another in pursuit of
money* He himself tells us of one of his early attempts of
making a living by this means*. He says that he composed a
few lines and sent them to one of the rich tradesmen in Silves*
He was rewarded by a sackful of barely” Far from feeling the
insult, he kept the empty sack till he was able to return it
to its owner full of silver coins, with the comment that, had
it been filled with corn he would have returned it full of
gold coins* *9)

(1) From the Yemarrtte tribe of Mahra b* Haydan.
(2) In Portugal®
(3) This year had also witnessed the fall of the Umayyad
dynasty (Supra P* 7 ;
(U) al-Mu’jib p. 111%
102-
famous grammarian was ti.p.soo
r 0/1019-20* See Brockelmann.

(7) Possibly in the company of his tutor who went to Cordova in
33/10U1-U2*

(8) This amusing dress of Ibn’Ammar was described by lbn Tahir,
the deposed governor of Murcia who had been Ibn’Arnmar in
the days of need* (al-Hulla f: 90; al-Hhakhfra IIl p*8)*

(9) al-Qhakhira II f.122; al-Mujib p.114. See Infra p.



Al-Mu*tadid’s victory over the Berber kings(about kkh/1052)
and his renown for his encouragement of poets attracted Ibn
*Ammar to Seville with the purpose of felicitating the king
with one of his panegyrics.(1)The king was so delighted that
he appointed him as minister and ordered his name to be re-

gistered in the”Diwan sl-Shu*are. (2)

In Seville,(3)at this occasion and not in Silves as
Ibn al-Abbar says(U)lbn*/mmsr made acquaintance with Muhammad
b .rAbbad,(5) the heir-apparent. This acquaintance was turned

into a profound friend-ship which lasted for twenty-five years.

VThen al-Mu*tadid appointed his son al-Sfxi9t*nld as the
Governor of the newly-conquered territories which included the
town of Silves, he sent Ibn’ Ammar with him in the capacity of

minister to the great satisfaction of both young men.

In Silves, at the palace of Sharajib, the two young men
who had kindred tastes for poetry and a common love for
pleasure, enjoyed © carefree-life (6) al-Mu’tamid decreed that

his friend should be the first person to enter hi3 room in
the morning and the last person to bid him good-night. At
times he would insist on his spending the night with him and

share with him the same pillow.

Humours of a shameful relation between the two young men,
came to the ears of al-Mu*tadid, who in order to protect the
name of his son banished Ibn’Ammar. With broken hearts the
two men separated. Ibn’Ammar went to Zaragoza.(T) From there
he sent to al-Mu’tadid one of his beautiful panegyrics( and

1) Poem No. 33~

2) al-10isrlds f: 123

3) al-Mu’jib p. 117.

U) al-Hulla f: 9k.

5) Muhammad, after fallint{;I in love.with his future wife
e

| timSd adopted the tit of Mu'tamid by which he came to
be known. His other titles were el-Mu ayyad and sl-Z afir.

al-Mu’ tamid was bom in U32/I0hO.

(6) This life was well described bB.aI-Mu tamid in poem
addressed to Ibn Amrnar - see Diwan al-Mutamd p. 1

(7) al-Mu’jib p. 111,

(8) Poem No. 58. al-Mu’jib p. 111. al-Hulla ft98. %7aejFAd-*w
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begged him to forgive him* He also sent a poem to Ibn'Zaydun””*

the Prime-Minister of al-Mu'tadid, praising hilrn an? asking him

to intercede for him with al-Mu*ta?id.C2) Nothing could induce

el-Mu* tadid to forgive him and allow him to go hack to Seville*

With al-Mu'tadid *s death in U61/1069 ended the banishment
of Tbn'Ananar* He hurried back to Seville to Join his friend*
From this time his story was closely linked with that of the
king of Seville and thus ended the ambiguity which had ta shad-
owed hia life in many by-gone days*

In the beginning, al-Mu*tamid who ran the state without
changing the personnel of his father did not entrust Ibn'Ammar
with any particular po?t* Yet Ibn‘Amme?s place in the court
was far above that of the Prime-Minister( $)or any other per-
sonality in the court* He was second only to al-Mu'tamid.

He spent long hours with sl-Mu*tanid in the court while the
king was running the affairs of the state “or in private Jousts
when they were enjoying themselves in the company of beautiful
maids singing and dancing and fillin g the cups with wine”?or

strolling leisurely at the banks of the river and the meadow
of silver (4-—- ~j*J! ) or in the company of other poets

like Ibn Wahbun and Ibn al-Labbana*

(1) Ibn Zeydun was born in Cordova in 39U/1003 and after an
eventful life he Joined al-Mu'ta$id in Seville in M*1/10U9
and continued to be the prime-minister of his son al-K u* tarriil
until he died in Seville on 15th Rajob U63/I7th* April 1071#

) Poem No.
) The Prime-Minister or Dhu'l Wizaretayn was the most senior
o fficial in the state after the king and the hadib. The

hadib who deputised for the king was usually the heir-
apparent however young he might be* (al-Mu'tadid was the
hSJIb of the Qadi of Seville, al-Mu*tamid was’the hajib
of al-Mu'tadid*and al-Fath was the hajib of al-Mu’tamid.)
The Dhu'l Vizaratyn dr the holder of the two ministrfries:
that"~of the sword and that of the pen was responsible to

the king, in his absence to his ftajlb. His senior
officials or heads of departments were called rainisters(«| . )
all the others were called clerks; t A plural of A )

(See Mugaddima p* 235)*
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This relationship aroused the jealousy of many people
the most Important of whom was the pretty queen 71etimad who
felt that Ibn*Ammar was keeping away her husband from her*
dnd Jbn Zaydun( 1) who started to feel bitterly that his

authority was challenged by this intruder”

al-Mu* tamid thought it wise to send him away from Seville
for a while and appointed him Governor of Silves.(2)ibntAmmar

travelled in great pomp* al-Mu*tamid himself came to see him
o ff and addressed him with a po«n(3) in which he asked him to

give his best wishes to Sharajib palace and those places which
had been the stage of a happy life for both of them in the
past* (k)

¥hen he arrived in Silves he asked about the tradesman
who had given him the barley to reward him for his benevolenc

Ibn Basssm ,however, in his ususl manner of discrediting the
deeds of Tbn*Ammar, said that the poet who had been all the
time “chewing the insult was waiting for the opportunity to
take tradesman* He says that Ibn*AmmSr
gave him beck an equal amount of barley to that which he had
received from him before and in addition gave him a sackful of
silver coins and said to him,wHad it not been for certain
considerations | would have punished you severely; if you had
filled the sack with barley, you would have received it back

full of gold dinars™* (6)

(1) At first the relation between the two men was qood.
Ibn Zafir tells in Bgdai al-Badaih (p./pp and quoted by
al-Maqqari Nafh Il p*/W ) of a pleasant day spent by
the two men and Ibn Khaldun, which had been spoilt for
them by an unfortunate accident which befell their
cupbearer.
2) el-Mujib p. [f#;
}3; Supra p* _
U) 8I1-?8th (Qalayid p. 32) says that Ibn \mmar was sent to
Silves in the capacity of Minister to the new Governor
el-*adf, son of al-Mu*tamid, while on page 5 he says that
he only went on a tour of inspection with Abu Bakr b* al-
ftasfra, when sl-Mu* tamid addressed that poem to him* Ibn
al-Abbar (Hulls f 9k) says th#t he went to Silves on a
tour of inspection. i"JLe) ta&iu
(5) Supra p* if
(6) al-ghakhTra Il f: 122.



Ho one explains why he did not repay his debt when he
cane earlier to the terwn as the minister of al-Mu* tamid when
the latter was appointed as the governor of the town.O/

The whole story, however, is dismissed by Nyfcl without

any argument as pure fantasy (2).

(1) Supra p* iq
(2) H.A.P. p* 15U.
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CHAPTER v
IBK* AMMAR GOES INTO ACTIOH

Soon enough the occasion for Ibn’Ammar to display his
ability presented itself* al-Mamun of Toledo('*37/A7" )
led a strong axmy and besieged Cordova* As the city was too
weak to give any effective resistance At£u*l Walld b* dahv/ar
sent his son Abd al-Mslik to al Mu*tamid asking hia help
against the invaders* al-Mu*tamid at once sent a email force
of three hundred men and coupled it with an army of one
thousand men led by his able generals Khalaf b* Najab and
MuDammad b. Martfn.O)

u Although there is no definite hint in ancient authors
as to the participation of Ibn’Ammar in this move, we are
inclined to believe that he accompanied al-Mu*tamids army”
There was a secret plan to be carried out* al-Mu*tamid could
trust no one except Ibn’Ammar* We also find him in Cordova
immediately after its conquest conspiring with Ibn Martin
against Ibn Zaydun*(3)

(1) al Beyan al-Mughrib III p* 260; £inal p* 150
(2) Aschbeeh (p*5i) says that the amy was led by al-Mu*tamid*s

son - Muhammad (al-Mu* tamid had no son by that name being
himself called Muhammad) and Ibn’ Ammar*

Nykl (H*A*P* p* 158) says that al-Mu*tamid appointed
Ibntukssh8 as the commandar of the army which he despatched
to Cordova* This is a mistake as all the ancient authorit-
ies had agreed th t IbncUkasha had been in the service of
al-Minun against al-Mu*tamid and it was he who killed Prince
Abbad, son of al-Mu*tamid and Governor of Corclova*

(3) al-atakBfra |i p. 3557
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The allied armies of Cordova and Seville defeated the
Toledans at the gates of Cordova. Not satisfied with this,
the Cordovan army followed the£££my beyond the walls of the
city leaving the allies behind. Ibn* Ammar who had befn
secretly contacting the prominent men of Cordova, occupied
the garrisons of the city, arrested |Ibn Jahwar and the
members of his family and declared the soveriegnty of al-
Mu* tamid over the city .(I)

al-Mu*tamid was extemely please®with the success of
his plan and appointed his son~Abb8d( 2)Governor of the city.

Ibn Zaydun, the Prime Minister and the native of Cordova was
happy for the turn of events. He could now settle in Cordova
for the rest of his days. He was hailed by his people. This
aroused the jealousy of Ibn’Ammar and his friend the general
Ibn Mertfh who advised al-Mu*tamid to send Ibn Zsy&uh back

to Seville. The old man, who wss in ill-health was greatly
disappointed and died a few months later. This filled his
son Abti Bskr, who later became the Prime Minister of al-
Mu*tamid with bitterness against Ibn*Ammar.(3)

(1) The date given by Aschbsch (p.52) for this event i.e.
h52/1060 makes it ten years before the reign of al-Mu* tamid,

(2) Abu Amr Siraj al-Hawla was the eldest son of al-Mu*tamid*
As al Mu*t8raid had married his mother al-Rumaykiya about
U51/1059 he could not have been more than twelve years
then.

(3) al-Bhekhira Ii p.p. 35U-55.
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TBN 1 AMMAR AND ALFONSO

At the death of Ibn Zaydun, Ibn’Amrriar nae appointed Prime-

Minister. He was soon faced by a serious test* Alfonso VI ,
who had given al Mainun support in his Cordova campaign, seeing
that si-Mu*tamids1 tribute had not been sent in time, came
in person to collect it. Partly for this reason and pertly

to check the advance of al Mu*tamid on the territory of his
ally and partly to increase the amount of the yearly tribute
due from al-Mu*tamid, the king of Castil®*c approached the
defenseless town and for a moment it seemed as though nothing

could stop Alfonso VT from entering the city.

Ibn *Ammar went immediately into action. He ordered &
very beautiful and expensive set of chess to be made for him*
The pieces were carved from ebony aivjfeandslwood, encrusted with
gold. He employed all his wits to induce Alfonso into a game
of chess on the condition that if Alfonso lost, he would grant
whatever Ibn*Ammar might demand. On the other hand if he won
he would get the unique set of chess. After some reluctance,

which was over-come by the adviee of his counsellors?' Alfonso

accepted Ibn’Ammar*s terms. Ibn Ammar won, and demanded the
immediate withdrawal of Alfonso and his army from Sevilian
territory. Alfonso, greatly indignant, but unable to break
his word complied with the terms of the game. The tribute for
that year was paid double.?)

(1) The sfcbry says that Ibn’Ammar paid them generously to help
him carry out his plan.
(2) al-Mu’jib p.p. 119-/21*

Commenting on this incident which had been unacceptable
to many subsequent historians 6-lerke (The Jid p. 177) says
wisely,H'he story thougji strange according to modern and
western ideas, is not so improbable as to warrant the
reje tion of the testimony of the Arabic historian by whom
it is told.”
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THE GRANADA EXPEDITION

The amA?it/ou® king of Seville, found in his new Frirae-
Minister anaunbitiotts and capable man. After the capture of
Cordova he set his heart on the annexation of Granada, the
capital of*Banu ZayrT. With the death of Badis b« Habbush *)»
and the kingship of his underaged grandson "Abdulla :1, the
hopes of al-Mu* tamid were revived. Alfonso sent to rAbdullahl
asking him to pay twenty thousand dinars which he hod imposed
on him as a yearly tribute. The inexperienced young king
refused to pay the money. He thought that there was no danger
from Alfonso as long as Ibn Bhu’l Nun stood between him and
Grenada. He did not expect that the Christian king would be
sided by any Muslim against his Muslim brothers.(2)

Ibn’ Ammar, who was carefully watching the result, on
knowing king rAbdullah* s answer to Alfonso hastened to meet
the latter at Bagha, and promised to give him fifty thousand
dinars if he would help him to conquer Granada. A fort was
built at Ballilush near Granada and the city was besieged
for a long while until Abdullah was forced to go in person
to Alfonso to negotiate peace. He agreed to pay on the spot,
thirty thousand dinars to Alfonso and ten thousand dinars as
an annuall tribute. He also agreed to yield to IbnfAmmar
the three castles of Astallr, Qashtro and Martush. Ibn’/mmar
was not happy with the turn of events but could not argue
with Alfonso. (3)

(1) Arab historians give two alternatives for the date of v
the death of Badis: Ub5 and U69,?fc (see Tibyan

(2) Tibyah p. 609.
(3) Ibid p. 73.
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THE TTTDMIR CAMPAIGN

A fter the failure of his plans "by the interference of
al-Mu’tamid, al-Mamun retreated to Toledo to prepare for
another attempt# He led a strong army against the Banu
Abd al-Aziz of Valencia, the allies, of al-Mu’tamid# At the
order of al-Mu’tamid, lbn’Arrmar hurried with the small ready
force to combat al-Mamun, to enable al-Mu*tamid meanwhile
to prepare a strong army. Ibn* Aranar’s plan was to organise
the resistance by forming an anny from Valencia and Murcia
which was also threatened by al-Mamun#

TTnsble to raise any effective force from Valencia and
Murcia and afraid lest the promised army from Seville should
not reach him in time, Ibn’Ammar of his own intiative
hurried to Barcelona and asked for military help from count
Ramon Bereuguer |1 in return for ten thousand gold dinars#
He le ft al-Rashid( 1), son of al-Mu’tamid with the count and
took with him the nephew of the count as a hostage to ensure

the fulfilment of the treaty#

al-Mamun took the allied force by surprise and won an
easy victory# Inspite of the defeat, the count of Barcelona
asked Ibn’Ammar to pay the money which was promised to him
and on seeing Ibn’AmrnarD reluctance sei2©” Him and put him
end al-Reshid in fetters.

al-Mu*tamid, who had hitherto, been unaware of the
turn of events headed toward Jaen with a strong army# On
learning what had happened, he was furious# Meanwhile,
Ibn*Arnm8r was released to go to al-Mu’tamid and secure the
the count’s money# He was terrified of the vexed king and
for a while contemplated flight. Then he sent him”*apologetic
poem ( 2), which succeeded in dispelling the king’s wrath# He
asked Ibn*Airgnar to .join him to advise him on the whole problem#
(1) Abu’l Husayn, Ubaydillah son of al1-Rumsykiyah#

(2) Poem Ho. 3*



The latter complied, and the money was sent to the count,
though most of it was in debased coins#
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CHAPTER V
IBM*AMMAR IN MURCIA

Apparently Ibn’Ammar convinced al-Mu’tamid of the dis-
loyalty of Ibn Tahir(l)and held him responsible for the defeat

of the allies before the Toledan amy and asked his permission

to conquer Murcia and punish him#

Ibn'Ammar secured the co-operation of Ibn Rashlq the
Lord of the castle of Balj (Velez Rubio) on the route from
Seville to Murcia, and bought the loyalty of the nobility of
Murcia who acted as a fifth column against Ibn Tanhir.(2) The
plan worked successfully and the town surrendered to Ilbn
Rashlg who led Ibn’Ammar's army. When Ibn’Ammar received
Ibn Rashlg*s letter which carried the pleasant news he prepared
a magnificient procession for the occasion on which he spent
a large sum of money from the public! treasury# AI-Mu’tamid
watched him closely and when he came to bid him farewell, he
said to Mm,"You may leave, 0 Ibn’Ammar, protectedwith the
prudence of Cod, and do not think | have been blind toyour
schemes." |bn’AmmSr retorted "I know that you are not blind,

but you ere not in aposition to object# "(3)

Ibn Rashlg met him outside the gates of Murciaand led
the way to the royal palace where he spent the rest of the
day# The next day Ibn’Ammar sat on the throne and allowed
the nobility to congratulate him and the poets were intro-
duced to recite his praise.(U)

(1) Ibn f*ahir was a friend of al-M&nhn# al-Fath(Qallyid p#60)
reproduces a letter written from him to the latter#

Ibn al-Abbar(al-Hulla f#91) however,says that Ibn’Ammar
on seeing the weakness of |Ibn yshir when he went to his

court felt that he was an easy prey end worked to remove
him and take his place#
(2) Contrary to all Arab historians,D*£>zy(S#l.p. V79)says that

Ibn*Ammar sought the help of the count of Barcelona in his
war against Murcia#

(3) Hulls f. 97.
u) IMS f. 97.
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THE TREATY BBTWBBK AL-MU*TAL'ID aAnT) ALTOLSC

The last service which Thn’ Ammar rendered to ol-1 u’tamid
was the negotiation of a treaty with Alfonso VI, the terms of
which obliged Alfonso to help al-Mu*tamid againit all his
enemies and recognise the frontiers of the kingdom of Seville,
while al-Mu*tamid pledged to pay generously for Vifonso’'s
service and to give Alfonso a free hand in Toledo.

Alfonso was so pleased with Ibn’Ammar for concluding this
treaty that he presented him with two rings. But to the
great dismay of Ibn*Ammar, these two rings occasioned the
redic’CLe of Ibn Abd al-Aziz who described them as the rings
of Vassalage and protection, (1 )lbn* Ammar retaliated by a
18mpoon(2)in which he told Ibn Abd al-Aziz that it id not

become a noble man to use sarcasm.

On the other hand al-Mu* tamid was not as pleased as
Alfonso with the vague terms of the treaty. On the contrary
his supicious were aroused. He began to douht the loyalty
of Ibn*Ammar. This, together with the conduct of Ibn’Ammar
in Murcia in copying his master in the way he dressed end
initialled his royal decreas(3) and the independent policy
he adopted were good reasons to turn al-Mu*tamid against his

former friend.

Moreover, the enemies of Ibn*Ammar in the court of al-
Mu*tamid, especially Abu Bakr b. Zaydun, who was appointed
Prime-Minister, in place of Ibn*Ammar and who did not forgive
Ibn’ Ammar for what he had done to his father, wasted no time
in weaving the threads of the conspiracy against Ibn (Ammar.
He was accused of ill-treating al-Rashid and the other members
of the family of al-Mu* tamid. He vras also accused of em-
ploying his relatives in key positions and of selling the

f A riur oir*

al—Hulls f. 97.
Tibyan p. 31.
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frontier castles for money to cover the high expenses of
his luxurious life* (1)

jCL-Mu'tamid sent a poem to Ibn* Ammar in which he
accuses him of having changed, and reminds him of the good
old days when there was no third person between them* (2)
Ibn*Ammar redled with a long ooem, denying the charge and
blaming al-Mu*tamid for listenning to his slanderers. (3)A11

misunder-standing mi*ht have been removed, had it been
destined that the two men should meet and discuss things
face to face* Unfortunately for both of them, it was too

late when they actually met. The danderers had their way.

A1-Mu’ tamid asked lbn’ Ammir to free Ibn Tahir who was
imprisoned in 1llant O-hut (Monte Agudo).(*) Ibn’Amraar refused
to obey and started to baragain with the freedom of his
captive. Abu Baler b. Abd al-Aziz of Valencia, the friend
of al-Mu*tamid and Ibn Tahir and the enemy of lbn* Ammar,
took Ibn Tahir’s part,and at the initiative of al-Mu’tamid

pledged to hand over, the castle of Jumla® 5)which was under

Abu Bakr Ibn Musa, a relative of Ilbn Tahir to Ibn’ Ammar*
Ibn’ Ammar carried out his own part of the baragain but the
others refused to carry out theirs* This treacherous act
so much enraged Ibn’Ammar that he immediately composed a
poem(6)in which he incited the Valencians to rebel against

the Banu ‘Abd al-?Aziz and surrender the town to Muhammed or
Ahmad, (7 )or if they should fail todo so, he warned them to

(1) Aschbach Tp* 655- claims that the "cause" of al-Mu’tamid’s
anger with Ibn Ammar was the fall of Toledo into the
hands of Alfonso which came as 8 consequence of the
ominous treaty which Ibn’ Ammar had concluded with Alfonso
in the name of al-Mu’tamid. But the fall of Toledo in
U78/1085 happened one year after the death of Ibn'Ammar
(Jnfrs p. 43)

al-Hulla f: 97.

Poem No* 10.

al-Hulla f: 92.

This castle was e constant danger to the safety of
Murcia. See Caleyid p. 62~

Poem No* 31.

By Muhammad he probably means himself while by Ahmed

he means al-l1"uqtadir b. Hud.
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be ready for the terrible punishment which would be inflicted
upon them by a brave warrior of the Banu Ammar.

This empty boast occasioned the sarcasm of al-Mu* tamid
who composed several lines and inserted them in Ibn’Ammar' s
poem, mocking the Banu*Ammsr and the poet’s mother, Sham3.
Ibn’ Ammar, this time enraged beyond control, retaliated in
a most venomous satire(1)rediculing the nomadic forefathers
of al-Mu*tamid, his cheap wife al-Rumaykiya, his short sons
with their long forelocks. Worst of all he revealed the
secret of his past relation with the young prince and
concluded the satire by threatening to expose more of the
secrets of this ’brave warrior, who was stingy with his
food and lax in safe-guarding the honour of his family. (2)

Ib ncAbd al-fcziz employed a Jewish spy who obtained for
him a copy of the satire in Ibn’Ammar s own handwriting, and
sent it immediately to al-Muftamid by a carrier-dove. Needless
to say, al-Mu’tamidi1s pride was deeply wounded. He made a
secret arrangement with Ibn Rsshiqg and drew for him a plan
to get ride of Tbn’ Ammsr and govern Murcia in his place. While
Ibn’ Ammar was outside the town,(3) Ibn Rashlq gave his orders

that all the gates should be closed and strongly guarded.(U)

When Ibn’Ammar cane beck and learned of his general s
treachery he was frightened and fled to safety.

(1) Poem No. 56.
(2) Some historians attribute the poem to the enemies of

Ibn’Ammar. Others specifically mention the name of
al-Rumaykiya as the composer of the poem (Wafayat TV p. 58)

SVbdullihi b. Bulugcin says that al-Bu*tamid was innocent
of what had been attributed to him by Ibn’Ammar. He des-
cribes the words of Ibn*Ammar as those of rogues and \
villains f (See Tibyan p. 80)

(3) Abdullah! b. Bulugqin says that he went to Alfonso to )
secure his help against al-Sahla and the other neighbouring
kingdoms (Tibyan p. 80)

(U) ASnal p. 160, al-Mu’jib p. 122, al-Mughrib I p. 390.

Ibn al-Abfcfar (alfHulla f:98) says that Ibn’Ammar was in
Murcia, when Ibn RashTq instigated the soldiers to ask
for the arrears of their pay and threatened him with
arrest; so he fled to safety.
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CHAPTER Vi
WHITHER IBM * AMMAR ?

Another dark period in Ibn* Arrmab’s life ensued.
al-Fath says that he hesitated for a while. He composed

a poem and sent it to aL-Mu’ tamid expressing his bewilder-
ment and reminding him of the good old days, al- ath goes

on to say that al-Mu*tamid was deeply moved and replied to
him with another poem expressing his deep sympathy with,
and extending his pardon to the poet, hut al-Mu*tamid’s reply
only increased his apprehensions and he decided not to go
back to al-Mu*tamid.(2) al-Fath*s unsupported narrative is
contradicted by the other histornians who say that the said
poem was composed on an earlier occasion.(3) Secondly, it
is most unlikely that Ibn >Ammar would ever think of' joining
al-Mu’ tamid after what had happened. Thirdly, 1t 1s not
understood why the friendly reply of al-Mu*tamid should
increase the apprehensions of Ibn’Ammar. What else did he
expect? Lastly, how could al-Mu’tamid forgive Ibn’Ammer so
readily? Three years later when he fell into his hands,
forgiveness was not given, in spite of the intercession of
many people. (U)lbn Bass'Sm and lbn al-Abbar say that lbn* Amma _
8fter his flight from Murcia, went to Valencia where he met
Ibn Tahir who censured him fbr his stupidity which led to the
loss of Murcia to both of them.

Ibn B8338m says thst when Ibn* Aamar passed by Valencia
after his flight from Murcia, Ibn *Abd al-Aziz sent him food
and wine and other good things butdid not go out to meethim.

(1) Poem No. 3*

(2) Qalayid p. 9h.

(3) Bupra p. <&”*

(h) Infra p. 73-

(5) al-Dhekhira Il p«8

al-Hulla fs W~
He said to him bitterly ;-
"0 Abu*lAyna, neither asd you nor me
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Tbn’ Ammar was very grateful for the hospitality and sent him
a poem( 1) expressing his thanks for it, yet blaming him for

not sending respectable men to meet him. Tt seems most unlikely
for TbnfAmmar to pass through or near Valencia in view of all
that had pessed between him and Ibn AAbd sl-AzFz and Ibn Tahir.
Ab it is not easy to dismiss the opinion of these authors we
tend to presume that the alledged yisit of Iba* Ammar to Valencia !
happened a few years after his flight from Murcia when he
entered into the service of al-Mti*tamin b. Rud. al-4 u*tsminis
relation with IbncAbd al-Azlz was good. al-*ustain®*son of al-
Mu'taminjwas married to the daughter of the king of Valencia
during the reign of his father. It was a great occasion to
which the outstanding men of al-Andalus were invited. Ibn
Tahir apologised in the most touching terms. (3ee Qalayid

al-lgyan p. 69)*

Under such circumstances it would not be impossible to

find Ibn'Ammar in Valencia but not otherwise.

Ibn 1TAmmar went* to Alfonso to seek hifc help against Ibn
Hashiq. When the/of SastilB heard his story, he said," 0 Ibn
*AmmSr, you have been telling me the story of robbery - how one
thief stole something, another thief stole it from him only
to lose it to a third thief." It is said that tie cause of this
cold reception was the rich presents which were sent by lbn
RashTq to Alfonso. (2) In contrast with this , CAbdullahC b.
Balugqln says that Alfonso offered Ibn*Ammar employment in h*a
service and describes the nature of the work of Ibn*fAmmar as
sabotage and espionage against al-Qidir b. fthu’l Nun* When,
he was exposed he was compelled to run away to Ibn Hud.13)

We tend to accept the theory of Ibn Buluqgln, not only because
he was contemporary with the events, but also becuase - as it

is said Alfonso held a very good opinion of Ibn'Ammsr and used

(1J Poem No. 58.
(2) al-Hulle 198.

(3) Tibyan p. 80.



to speak of him as the 'Men of the Peninsula'.(1) In his

policy of weakening all Muslim states, moral values meant
little to Alfonso*

(1) sl-Mu’jlb p. 119,
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CHAPTER VIII

IBN1AMMAR IN ZARAOOZA

A fter leaving Alfonso, Ibn*Ammar went to Zaragoza, where
he got 8 wsiTO welcome from al-Mutamin h. Hud.O)He entered in
service and made friends with his minister Abu'l Fadl b.
Hasda” the famous poet.(2)He was also acquainted with another
of the court-poets who later deserted poetry in favour of

butchery. (3)

" Ibn*Ammar was in low spirits and tried hard to drown his
sorrows in wine-cups, in which he had indulged himself so
much that he was criticised by those who knew him. Far from
recovering from drunkeness he lampooned his critics saying
that he resorted to wine-drinking to avoid their loathsome

company. U )

Ibn 1TAmmar then went to Lerida, which had been under
Husarm al-Dawla b. Hud.(5)Ibn al-Abbar, says that from lerida.
Ibn* Ammar sent a long poem(6)to al-Mu'tamid. Ibn al-Abbar,

corrects Ibn Bassam who says that the same poem had been sent
to al-Mu*tadid on an earlier occasion viz when the poet who

was banished from Silves joined al-Mu*tamin b. Hud.

Ibn al-Abbar asserts thst when Ibn'Amniar first went to
Zaragoza before A.H. U60 it was before the reign of al-Mutamin
who was crowned in Jumada |, U7U. It is clear that +lbn
Bassam had made a mistake about the name of al-Mu*tamin. It
must have been during the reign of al-Maqtadir as lbn al-
Abbar says But we accept Ibn Bass’am’s opinion that the mim-
poem was composed by Ibn'Ammar when he was banished from

Silves: first, because it resembles the poet's earlier poems;

21; Qalayid p. 9U; al-Hulla f. 98* | o , ¥ .
2) He was a converted Jew. al-Fath (Qalayid p.191-19h) writes

favourably of him as a poet.
(3) See Nafh al-Tlb Il: k20 and al-Mughrib |l p. kkk*

(U) Poem No. 23.
(5) al-Hulla f: 99.
(6) Poem No. 53.
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secondly because it is most unlikely that Ibn1Ammar ever

wrote to el-Muitamid after his flight from Murcia;(1)and
thirdly because Abd al-Wahid supports Ibn Bassamts version

as to the time in which the poem had been composed?2)an&

lastly because in the poem he mentions Abbad (al-Mu’tadid)
praising him asserting that no one was his equal®

Ibn*Ammar went back to Zaragoza* &Il-Muftamin then wrote
to al-Mu’taraill asking him to allow the poet’'s family join
him in Zaragoza but al-MU’tamid refused to grant him that
favour and warned al-Mu’tamin against Ibn’Ammar s treachery®* ( 3)

The Ambitions king of Zaragoza thought of exploiting Ibn
"Ammar*s talents to fu Ifil his dreams of power® nHe did not
know, *says Abdull*ah b* Bulugqln, Hthat the successes of lbn
"Amraar were derived from the lucky star of al-Mu’tamid rather

than the genius of his minister.rt(U)

(1) Supra p.

(2) al-Mujib p. 111.

(3) al-Hulla f: 99.
We do not know the members of the family of Ibn’Ammar
referred to by Ibn* al-Abbar* Neither do we know any-
thing about his marriage or the date in which it
happened. There is however, a clear reference to one_
of the members of Ibn’Ammar s family made by Ibn Bassam
(al-Hhskhira Il p* 9). This author says that the son
of Ibn’Ammar in dire need after the death of his father
resorted to Ibn Tahir who was kind enough to share with
him the little that had been le ft to him since he was
robbed of his throne by the poor boy’s father®

(U) Tibyan p* 81*
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Ibn’ Ammar was indeed able to render a great service to
al-Mu’tamin by recapturing a ©estle which had revolted* He
app<roached the walls with a small escort and demanded and
obtained ©n interview with the leader of the rebels who hsd
been,formerly* one of his acquaintance. To this he went
accompanied by his two faithful slaves Jabir and Had! to
whom he had given instructions. As their master gave his
hand to the man, they plunged their knives into his body.
The rebels on seeing the fste of their leader and shocked
by the suddenness of the treacherous act surrendered their

weapons.(1)

(1) al-Hulla ti 99.
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Soon afterwards another opportunity offered ittse If to
Ibn'Ammar to prove his fidelity to his new Lord* amin
had been for a long time planning to capture Segura the
strongly fortified mountain garrison of Sira;) al-Dawla b*
Igbal al-Dswla b*-BFujahid*

When Siraj al-Dawla died,0) and the lordship of the
garrison fe ll /tocAtad al-Dawla,(2) the hopes of al- u’tsmin
were revived* Ibn’Ammar offered his help, promising al-
Mutsmin to secure it for him*(3) At the head of a strong
army he advanced towards the garrison* On seeing him coming,
‘Atad al-Dawla sent him a messenger offering him the garrison
on certain conditions* Ibn'Ammar not suspecting foul play,
went with a small force along narrow and dangerous paths till
he came to a point where no one could advance exceot by the
help of some body pulling him from above. When he overcame
the last obstacle he was arrested and put in fetters*™

(1) His death took place while Ibn’Ammar was in Zaragoza*

(2) Ibn Bassam (al-D&akhira Il f: 137) and Ibn al-Abbar
(al-rjulla f:99) say that the garrison fell to fAbd al-
tTabbsr snd his brother Ibrahim b. Suhayl the slaves
of Siraj al-Dawla after the death of their master”®

Ibn Sa’id*jsays that the lord of Segura, then, was@®tad
al-Dawla Abu Muhammad rAbd Allah b* Sah&(al-Mvqg&rib | p.390
and al-tughrib Il p. 65). Abd al-Wahid, alone, says that
the | ord of Segur© was called Ibn Mefbarak( al-M ujib p. 123)

(3) Ibn Bassam. always doubting the intentions of Ibn’Axnraar
says that he was olanning to secure the garrison for him-

«Sthrffa(2S el 2D [ A -J}rf2B59)2td aeceived el-Kii A *id
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His soldiers were ordered to fly for safety.(1)?he date of
this event is given by Ibn Bassam and Tbn al-Abbar ce the
the 2Uth of Rabifl,LU77# Ibn*Ammar, from his cell wrote a
poem(2)to his friend Ibn HasdaY imploring him to write to
him for he found consolation in reading poetry. He des-
cribed to his friend the great Jnight and barrenness of the

mountain upon which he was imprisoned. (3) He wrote another

poem(U)to his friend Abu Ja’far b. Jurj expressing his

resignation to the will of God.
(<?) Tbn 8© Id 'm". ‘ t&ehr rjif Aiwierla beard of
|
AT s g e md ) — m

(1) Qalayid p. 95; al-Hulla fs 100.

'Abd al-Wahid, however, says that Ibn'Amrmr was turned
out by the Banu Hdd who began to distrust him. IbnfAmmer,
in his search fbr a safe refuge, went to Segura. At first
he was welcomed by Ibn Mubarak but later, without a
SDecific reason he was put in chains (al-Mu jib p.123)*
al-Dhakbrra Il f: 137y al-Hulla f: 102.

Poem No. 39*
Poem No. 39*
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IBN ° AMMIR SOLD

Ibn*Ammar, harrified by the thought of rotting in his
dungeon, suggested to his captora to sell him in an ooen
scution to the highest bidder and convinced thea that he was
worth a fortune, (1) The date of the auction was fixed and
it was given publicity ell over the country. Among those
who sent their agents were e/-Mu’tamid b .cAbbad and ©1-

Mu* tasira b. Stsmadih. (2)

al-Mu*tamid1s son - sl-Radi - succeeded in eliminating
all the participants in The auction and was handed Ibn’Amm?r(
al-RMi had him put on the back of a mule between two sacks

of hatf,0*)and set forth to Cordova, where al-Mu’t&mid was

welting for them.

All the way Ibn’Ammar seemed to be in high spirits. His
belief in his lucky star was lim itless. Ke improvised verses

which expressed hope more than despair.v?/

(1) al-Mu*lib p. 123*

(2) Ibn Se id srys that when al-Mu* tasirr of Almeria heard of
his captivity he sent some-one to'buy him for him,because
of his enmity towards him, end so did al-Mu1tamid.
(al-Mughrib T:390)-

3)

This suggests that the idea of the sale did not originate

in Tbn’Ammar or hie captors.
(3) Atnd sl-bawla, Lord of Segura by selling Ibn1Ammar,caused

Hakam b. al-Khaluf, the poet, to satirize him for this

act of greed; and assure him that by doing so he had
t for himself ever-lasting shame.Voea al-Mughrlb 11

U) al-Hulla f!' 100.
(5) Poems Nos. 2, 21, 67, 72,
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OffAPTCT  VTIT
IK THE HASD3 OF AT,-MtT' TAMIP

The procession arrived in Gordova on Friday, 3th Rajab,
U77/November 8th, In a uniquf and rather strange
narrative, |bn Bassam on the authority of Abu ITmmr al-*aradi
who was an eye-witness, tells us that all the nobility of
Cordova went"-out to meet the procession and pay homage to
Ibn* Ammar# They were expecting al-Mu’tamid to for i.ve him

and restore,xto him his previous position.(2)

He was then brought in chains before al-Mu*terid who
reuroached him bitterly, and brought his concubines to
laugh at him and mock himj[3~) He was then thrown into a boat
and was sent down the river to Seville# There he was taken
to the Qasr al-Mubarak and was locked in one of its cells.
Ad-Mu* tamid himself kept the key end allowed no one to touch
itE ") He was brought several times before el-MU* tandd to be
reprimanded. On such occasions he used to be silent, his
head down-cast while his tears flowed down his cheaks# When
he dared to speak he said,fMy Lord, T deny nothing of the
charges which have been directed to me. |If | did even lifeless
)_.i\\//vfggl?ld testify against me# | have committed the gravest mis-
takes. But | beg you to forgive me. *Your crime is beyond

pardon,"said al-Mu*tamid. (5) A

f: 139* el-$Sulla f: 102#
1170.

1) el-Hhakhire 11
2; al-XHiakjSTra 11
3) al-Mu’jib d# 12U#
k) al-yulla fs 102.

5) al-Mu*Jib p. 125.
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Several pleds of Intercession had beensent to al-
Mu* tsmid from TbnfAmmar*s friends but they did not move his
heart. rbn’ Ammnr, however, did not despair. From his cell
he addressed al-Mu* tranid Atouching poems" Thich had they been
addressed to Fate, it would have abandoned its cruelty or to
the orbits they wonld have ceased to rotate, but they did
not have any effect because his doom was sealed.(O

I f nothing could, induce al-Muftamid to fo givelbnfArnmar,
only his love of good poetry kept him from applying the death
penalty to the traitor. Ibn’ Ammar misunderstood the feeling
of al-Mu tamid and thought that pardon was not impossible
after all* He wrote of his convition to Prince aI-Rgshid*(z)

His minister Isa b. al-A’lora having by a glance known the
contents of the letter, went out and d*ulged the secret to
Ibn* Amman’s enemies, who spread the contents of the letter
making some scandalous additions with which Abd el- ahid
would not defile his book!3) The story reached al-l1 u*tamid
through his wife al-Rumsykiys. al-Mu*tamid1a blood boiled
within him. He rushed to Ibn’Ammars cell holding a bsttle-

axeih) He asked Ibn*Amman whether he had written anything

(1) al-Mu*jib p. 123. See poem No. 11.

(2) al-Dhakhrra Il f: 1U2; al-guile f:102.
cAAod al-W§hid (al-Mujib f:127) says that Ibn*AmmSr
wrote of his conviction to Prince sl-Radi; which seems
less probsble, as sl-Rarll who brought him from Begun®©
had shown him no sign of friendship all the way* Al-
Rashid was not so unfriendly and it was the Minister
of 8l-p 03hld who dwulged the secret of | bn*Arraner*s le tter
to the Prince”

) al-Mu* jib p, 128.

) The same axe was presented to al-Mu*tamid by Tbn*Anmar
who had received it as a present from Alfonso( Qalayid p « 102
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to anyone shout being pardoned. Seeing that there was no
way for denial, he confessed, throwing himself at the feet
of the king. Al-Mu'tamid struck his head with the axe
several times and le ft himahold corpsdo* On seeing the axe
fixed in Ibn'Ammar's head al-Bumaykiya exclaimed, 'lbn*Aramar
had been turned into a hoodoo,*avenging herself for lbn
‘Amman's satire which ridiculed her son’s long forelock.(¥)
According to Abd al-WahicK3)al Mu’tsmid ordered a funeral
to be held. The dead body was cleaned and put in a shroud.
Al-Mu’ tamid himself led the funeral prayers. Then he ordered
that Ibn'Ammar should be buried inside the palace. Ibn

al*Abbar, however, quoting Muhammad b. 8alam (*)of 3ilves,one

of the dearest friends of Ibn'Ammar, says that the poet’'s
body was dragged in its bloody rags to a ditch inside the

palace and an old wall was broken over it. (5)

Al-Fath asserts that he was present many years later,
when the bones of Ibn'Ammar were dug out from beneath a
broken wall inside the palace of al-Mubarak. jU-*ath
noticed that the fetters were s till bent like blate® snakes
round the poet's dry shinbones.( An eye-witness told

Ibn Basset of the same story.(7)

(1) Nafh el-Tfb Vol.ll p. U51.
Ibn Said (al-Mughrlb | p. 391) says that this comment
was made by al-Muctamid him self.

(2) Poem No. 657

(3) al-Mu'jib p. 129.

(k) This man was the Chief of Police (Sahib al-Madinah)
See al-Dhakhira Vol.l part | p. 35U)

(5) al-Hulla~fr“l03.

(6) Qalayid p. 7U.

(7) al-Ohekhira 11 f: 1U2.
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Abd al-Wahid fixes the death of Ibn’Ammar in the year
b79(0O Ibn Dihyshfe) and Ibn KhallikanC 3),however, give the
alternative date of U77* Ihn al-lmad(”) , on the authority
of Ibn JKhallikan gives the same date*

The year bl/l seems to be the correct date. The sequence
of events as given by the historians shows that he could
not have survived for long after he had been brought in that
year, in fetters, before al-Mmu*tamid.(5) He was never mentioned
in connexion with the grave events that happened in hi8 and
U79 i*e. the fall of Toledo and the battle of al-Zalliga. (6)

It might be argued that he was in prison, completely
detatched from social and political life; but IbnlAmmar®s
biographers show us clearly that al-Mu’'tamid was >re-occupied
with the problem of Ibn’Ammar from the day of hie captivity
t|II his death WhICh shows that he was worried by no greater

i f I oLV v

problem

Dozy, who does not give a date for Ibn’Ammar s death,
seems to have come to the same conclusion when he says,”Such
was the tragic end of Ibn’Ammar. Throughout Arab 3p®©in it
caused a profound impression, which however, was not of long
duration, for grave events which took place at Toledo, and the
advance of the Castilian army, soon diverted men’s thoughts into
other channels."(7)

1) al-Mu*jib p. 127.
2) al-Mutrib p. 157
3) Wefayst VI p.

)sgShadharat al-Dhahab |1l p. 356.
upra p./fA.
uslim historians did not agree upon the exact date of the

battle of al-Zallaga. Many of them give the date as 147M™

al-Mawspiya hO-U1.]cAbd al-Wahid,however, 'ives the date
as 1480 ( al- Mu jib p. 35] while Tbn IUialdtin’ gives even a
later date - 1481(Vol VI p.186). European historians are un-

animously of the opinion that it took place in U79/1083
(Dozy 698; Stanley Lsne-Poole p.179> Gonzalez Palencia p*81|)

(7) Spanish Islsm p. 689*



Oddly enough, Nykl says; "The date of* this event (lbn
'Amraar's execution) is given almost correctly by Ibn KhsllLken
iI-76/1083-108U* al-Marrakushi*s date (i|79/1066) is wrong.*(1)
First, Ibn Khallikan’s date is k77 and not U76. Secondly,
it was not necessary to bring this approximate date when
the same author had mentioned only a few lines before, thst
Ibn’ Ammar "was brought to Cordova on Friday, 6 Ra.ab U77/
November 8, 108h, and later was sent to Seville where he
was imprisoned in a room in the castle called al-Mubarek™ *( 2)
Nykl does not explain why he thinks the dste given by al-
Karrakushi is wrong.

no - Arabic Poetry p. 16&*
p. 164,



BLEOIHg AT _THD DEATH OH IBN'AHM. R

Tbn Wahbtin composed an elegy on the death of his friend

oil*

Ibn [AwmaT, of which only a single line is extents
HOddly enough, | weep sorrowfully for his death,
fBut | say,'May Allah protect the hand of his
executioner from paralysis*M

Ibn BassarrX ), si Fath(2)and Ibn al-Abbar( 3)consider
this line as an exclusive evidence that al-Mu*ta.nid killed

Ibn’ Ammar with his own hands.

Although Ibn Bassam claims(”*)that this single line s
the only ritha (elegy) composed by the contemporaries of Ibn
"Ammer on his death, yet he quotes in a later part of his boo
the elegy of Abu Ja’'fsr b. Jurj on the death of Ibn#Ammar#
The same poem is quoted by Ibn Said. (6)

(1) Al-DhakhTr* 11 fj 1k2.

(2) Qalajid p. 102.

(3) al-Hulla f: 102.

lk) al-Ohay>rra |1 f: 1U2.

(5) Ibid 11l p. 152.

(6) al-Mu hrib Il p.p. 306 - 307. For the textof the poem

see the Dlwan of Ibn’Ammar p.
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CHAPTER IX
THC CHARACTER 0? IBH* AKMAR.

/hen vie study the poetry and the facts of |lbn* mmm'ar,s life ,
the incontestable truth appears that he was a man of brilliant
intellect* A couple of queer incidents suffice to illustrate
this gift of his* One day while he was walking with al-
fcu’ tsmid in the streetsof the town of Seville, an immoral
woman shouting and calling names met them# el-Hu* tsrnid , in
disgust polnted?the quarter in which the lime-wasliere lived
and said 7 j - e |birAmmar understood the hint of al-
Mu tsnid and commented, pointing to the quarter in which the
plsster-makers lived and said” tflJ| Vhen the curious
people who were gathering about the womSSnh asked Ibn* Amniar about
the meaning of their words, they were astonished to learn that
al-Mu*temid, expressing his abhorrence of what be heard wanted
to say in the manner of tashlf( 1) that modesty is an adornment

(" ) while Ibn’Ammar wanted to say in the aam”

manner, "and obseetfpt® is e defect’” "« Commenting
on the brilliance of Ibn’Ammar on this occasion, al-l acqsri
says "It is wunsurpassed ! " (2)

It has also been related as a proof of Ibn’tanZTr s
intelligence, that when he was brought in fetters to Cordova
by al-Radii® a horseman was seen galloping from the city to~

the approaching procession* On seeing him, IbnfAmmer took o ff
his turban* The man who seemed perplexed on seeing what lbn
"Aninsr had done, joined the procession in silence* The captive
whisDered to the man next to him, H That horseman was sent to
take o ff my turban,fl and the man confirmed what Ibn’ Ammar >
sald.(U) A"

(I) Or corruption; it wee a kind of mental exercisey
very popular then#

(?) Nafh al-Tib Vol. Il p. 610.
(3) Supra p*4-2.
(U) al-Mu*Jib p* 125.
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The greatest two men of his age, who knew hi : tog well,
recognised and smired the cleverness of Ibn’ Ammar# Alfonso
VI used to say, "lbn* Ammer is the Man of the (lberian)

Peninsula# (1) al-Mu'famid never ceased to praise Ms wits

even after he had killed him with his own hand.(")

Ibn’ Ammar was exceptionally sensitive# A kind word or
deed deeply touched him and he would not fail to express his
gratitude in the most striking and sincere manner# His
subsequent reward to the 3ilvian barley-trader Is . good
example* ( 3)

Fis kind treatment of Ilbn Tahir who was captured by him on

the fall of Murcia in his hands is another example# (ti)

He used to apologise for the smallest mistake, and was
greatly upset if the smallest charge was directed to him#
He was not aggressive but he would not forgive those he were
aggressive to him. His revenge was terrible and wee usually
more than the culprits deserved. He had no sense of hunxnour
end wonld not tolerate sarcasm!5) He was over concious of hi®
humble birth and the smallness of his eyee(6)and did not
tolerate any comments in this respect. "Ibn’ AinmFrH says Dozy,
*not having been brought up like the Prince (al-Mu1lterrid) in
wealth sfft luxury, but having on the contrary, been familiar
fror. his earliest days with struggles, cruel disappointments
and poverty, had imagination less fresh, less Joyous™ less
youthfull; he could not refrain from a vain of irony; on many
points he was Bceotic. One Friday, the two friends were pro-
ceeding to the mosque, when al-Mu* tarnid hearing the Mu’'ezzin
(Muadhdhin) announcing the hour of prsyer, improvised e verse,
gbking Ibn*Ammar to add another rhyming with Its

(/) 1bid p. 119.

(2) Infra p#

v3) Supra p#al.

(U) Supra p#&?.

(5) Sucre p#Jo*

(6) al-Hul1a f: 90; Qalayid ‘£>57.



"Hark the muezzin announced the hour of prayer,”®
*ond trusteth thet therefore Sod w ill forgive him his many

sins.*’ ©elded Ihn’Anxpsr

“may he find happiness, since he beareih witthass to the
truth 7"continued the Prince:
"Provided that he believetth in his hesrt that whil%h his
tongue utterath" retorted the vizier with a smile.(O

It is not Irrelevant to allude to a strange Incident
to which great importance ?/as attached by Ibn’ Aam‘rfa bio-
graphers. It is told that when IbnrAmmer was in 3ilves as ©
minister of its i/loung governor Muhammad b. Abbad, vim so
close to his heart, that the prince gave orders that his friend
should be the first person to see him in the morning and the
last person to bid him good-night. At times he would insist

on him to speri1d the night with him on the seme oillow.

One night, it is told, Ibn’Ammar half asleep heard e
voice ordering him to t ake care against al-Mu*ta i | who
would k ill him one day. Wnable to ignore the mysterious
voice having heard it several times during that ni :ht he be-
came fully awake, and trembling with fear, he got out of his
bed completely naked and hid himself underneath a mat in one

of the dO©rk comers.

Missing him, al-¥u* tsmid summoned his guards and ordered
then to look for him everywhere. When he was discovered and
brought before sI-Mu’temid he could not anser the questions
of the prince who was greatly amazed at the behaviour of his
friend. Vhen at Is3t he mastered his senses and explained
the whole matter al-Mu *Tamid unable to hide his terra told
him that those were only nightmares and to kill his best
friend was to commit suicide.

(I) ipsnish Islam p. 663.
dee also Hafh al-f'ib ||
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The story though strange does not seenxto be impossible*
It could have been invented after the poets tragic death,but
s till, e man of Ibn’Ammaris sensitiveness, accustomed to
misery and disappointment, suddenly finding himself in & sea
of happiness might think that fate was mocking him and

imagine himself hearing and seeing things*

At any rate, Ibn’Ammar completely forgot th?7at nights
events and nothing in his future life showed that he was

/

fearful of a tragic end at the hand of aI-Mu’té.niu*

He was kind and benevolent especially totthe needy poets
among whom he had many friends to whom his favours were ex-
tended”) He gave them what they asked without hesitation*

He helped many of them to high position and fame* He searched
for them in the remote places and looked after them* |In
Almeria he found a m»nber of poets waiting for their rewards
at the door of sl-Mu’tssink. Seeing their need he rent to the
king and improvised s poem reminding him of the poorfgang”®
outside his ualace asking Mm to give them what they were
expecting*(2)

One day he said jokingly to Ibn al-Lebbena al-Beni(of
Benia) "Come in 0 Banl ( o—"*J ) without the alif ( |I)M
He meant * base. The poet retorted "I am coming in 0
Ibn’ Ammar ( ) without the mim ( *)"+« He meant
* shame* Ibn’Ammar smiled and did not punish the daring poet*

He wee a man of great persons! courage* His taring
adventures startled his contemporaries® Sometimes he was

madly reckless* The method by which he regained the rebelious
csstle for al-Mu’temin(3), under the risk of loosing his own
life is sufficient proof of hiB courage* He took an active

part in many battles and led many armiesCU)when he could draw

plans snd stay behind in safety”

(T) Ibn Wehbto the famous poet was referred to as the rpetf
of Ilbn’Ammar * by Ibn Bassam*®

(2) Poem No. j/f.

(3)Suura p* ig,

(4) e.g* Segura, Tudmir campaign, the conquest of Cordova end
the siege of Granada.
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He was sincere to his friends and boasted of his
sincerity*( 1)He did not give up his friendship easily but
made all his effort to preserve it* He did not fbrget his
friends however long the term of separation might be# He
denied the charge of faithlessness with all his mijht# (2)

He was a voluptuary who indulged himself in th sensual
pleasures until he was criticised for wine-drinkin ; in a
society which tolerated wine drinking# His numerous poems
about ephebes were considered by al-Hijari as a proof of his

sexual relations with them*(3)

On account of his suspicious behaviour he was separated
from Prince al-Mu*tamid by the order of al-Mtfta&id# In his
extant poems there is no evidence of sexual relationship ex-
cept in his satire addressed to al-Mu’teraid in which he accuses
the king of tempting him with money to commit immoral deeds
with him# He confesses that he yielded to the temptation#(h)

He was vain. He struggled for recognition” Nothing would
displease him more than to be overlooked* He blames Ilbn
cAbd ilA sfz for failing to come in person to meet him as he
passed near Valencia.C 5)Re boasts of himself of M B ancestors

the Banfl AmmSr, of his tribe Mahra, of his qualities and of
his poetry* His escorts were described as even more pompous
than those of al-Mu*tamid* In Murcia it was saidf he acted
like a king, taking for his example no less than the mightest
of all the petty kings al-Mu*tamid b# cAbbad.

(1) Poem No* /€"
(2; Poem Ho. sy.

(3) Nafh al-?ib Vol. Il p* U70* '£he comment e f
ihowe that t© nay thing whioh they dJLt no-t
prec-t&ce.

(U) Poem No* 5% .
(5) Poem No. 43 %
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Ibn1Ammsr's chief offence in the opinion of those who knew J
him wes treason. His betrayal of sl-Mu*tamid after the friend-
ship of twenty-five years could not be forgiven him* Kis
venomous satire was regarded as the creation of the Devil.

Now breach of trust was a common feature during the period
of the ivuluk aI-Tgwaif. el-Mu'tamid himself betrayed the
Banu Jahwar when they asked him help ©gainst the Dam! Bhu 1
hun.(l) Ibn ROshig?s betrayal of Ibn *Ammar had already been

mentioned! 2) Man b. Sumldih, the founder of tha ITujibid
dynasty at Almeria committed an act of treason againstdbd al-
talz b. Abi "Amir when the latter appointed him governor for
Almeria, and declared himslef independent. (3)

Ibn'Ammar was, moreover, justified in his behaviour#
al-Mu* tamid had been bistenning to the words of the enemies
of Ibn'Ammar, the most important of whom was Abu akr b.
Zaydun, son of Ibn Zaydun the poet, who could not forgive
Ibn’ Ammar for what he had done to his father. Ibn'Ammar
h8d warned al-Mu*tamid against the conspiracies of these
caluminators. Moreover al-Mu'tamid joined bends with Ibn
°’Abd al!-Aziz, the e®emy of Ibn'Ammar, and both men worked for

the scspe of Tbn Tahir from his prison.?)

At last it was al-Mu*tamid who started the "war of words'.
His parody vexed Ibn'Ammar who retaliated with a 3©tire.(5)
Ibn'Ammar apologised and people expected al-Mu tamid to for-
give his fallen friend § but he dit not forgive him.

al-Mu* tamid was one of the lucky few who are loved by
everybody, whose sins are readily forgiven and whose enemies
are cursed by all. Ibn at-/)bbotiT who wrote his book; ©
century end ia hrilf after the death of al-Mu*tamid says,"

Today people weep for him s till*.(6)Yusuf b. Tashfin incurred
(15 Supre p yVv

(2) Supre p-£E£.

(3) Aial el-Nlem p. 190.

U) Supre p. 31-

5) Supra p.

6) el- HuItA1f J



the disaffection of ancient and modern historians for his
maltreatment of al-Mu*tamid* Ibn al-Athir considers the
deed of Yusuf as that of a mean man*(l) $ozy Si+vio who
appears to he sympathetic with al-Mutamid *the fcin : of the
Almorovids in contrast with his victim fachurl and ©
barbarian* and does not fail to find evidence* Commenting
on the attitude of ol-Yu*tamid towards the treachery of
Ibn’ mmer, the authors of fArabic Spain* say,"On nurar-
etsnd that e men who found it so hard to believe evil of one
who had once been his friend, and so difficult to refuse
forgiveness until angered past control, would be betrayed
©gain and again by persons of lees honourable character; and
indeed TBn*Ammnr,s case was by no means the only case In
ooint# (2)

al-Kamil VO1 10 pp. 76 - 79.
Arabic Spain p. 219*



- B3 -

CHAPTER X

IBN *-m:j~R AS ASTATESMAN

Ifcn'AMnar was an active »cotnpftent and 13118/ man, to whom
serious matters were entrusted. The popular idee that poets
make poor men of affairs is certainly not valid in his case.
During his active career he held the important posts of vizier,
governor?! rime-Minister, general and ambassador. r% was the
right arm of al-Mu’tamid for whom he gsve counsel, executed
piang?connuered,territories and negotiated treaties with his

enemies and allies with great ability and initiative.

His enemie”l )ascribe his successes to the lucky star of
al-Muftamid and find proof in his failure after he became
hostile with al-Mu’tamid. He failed to keep his throne in
Murcia, he could not make strong allies, he failed miserably
in the Segura plan with the result that he lost his freedom
and could have lost his life . He was of less value to al-Mu tamél
than he had been to al-Mu*tamid.

Success and failure should not be regarded as the standard
by which a man’s ability or disability be Judged. Many able
generals had lost battles to inferior enemies. The obvious
fact about Ibn’Ammar is that he was a man of an inexh”*ustable
energy. He could not live idle. He was greatly bo"fed at
Lerida and Zaragoza when there was nothing for him to do. Even
when he was in prison at Segura he was longing for action and
this was the reason why he suggested to his captors to sell him.
He expected one of the kings of Spain(Christian or Muslim) to

buy him to make use of his services.

Although he simply carried out the plans of al-Mu’tamid on
many occasions, he followed his own Initiative on many others.
He was not a dumb tool. The Tudmir campaign and the conquest

of Murcia were his own plan and execution.
(I) e.g. Abdullahi b. Buluqqln, the deposed king of Crransda.
See Tibyan p. 81.
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In his policy he was prompted by his love of the Abbadids,

who like himself came from Yemenite origin, who were strong

and generous and satisfied his vanity. He was moved by his
unbtfending hatred of the Berbers. He rejoiced over their de-
feats when he could do nothing more than to rejoice. He liste -
ned them to the Jews and branded them as Khawarif* Later he
entered with the Berber king of Granada in a tiring war which
was about to deprive the latter of his throne, al-1 u*tamid

was less hostile with the Berbers after Ibn’Ammar le ft him*
Like al-Mu’tamid # he admired the Christians. There is not

a single unfriendly reference to the Christians in his poetry.
Ve hove been told that he had some friends among the counsellors
of Alfonso VI(2)# He was on friendly terms with Alfonso him-
self, from whom he received many presents including the battle
axe by which he was killed .(3) When he lost Murcia he res”orted
to him for help. Twice we see him fighting side by side with
the Christian soldiers, as mercenaries, against the Berber king-

doms of Toledo in the Tudmir campaign, and Gran&da. Abdullshi
b. Buluqqin tells us that he entered the service of the king

of Castile end conspired against the king of Toledo, el-Qadir b.
Dhu’l Hun.

7/hen he disappeared from the life of al-Mu’tamid, the policy
of the king of Seville was basically changed. His relation with
Alfonso was strained while he became more friendly with the
Berbers. The final result was the battle of al-3allaca in which
he fought against the Christians side by side with the Berbers
of Spain and Morocco. Had Ibn’Ammar's relation with al-Mu* tamid
continued to be as good as it used to be, the battle of al-

Zallaaa could have been avoided or at least deferred®
(1) *.... the Christians of Seville, had cause to grieve for the
fall of al-Mu*tamid, for he protected them throughout his

reign and allowed them the free exercise of their religion. e
and al-Mu*tamid even employed Christians about his person e.g.
Ibn al-Margari, one of his favourites, who was a Christian

of Seville and a distinguished poet.(Arabic Spain p* 22U).

(2) Supra p.
(3) Supra p*43 -
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One of the most effective weapons of Ibn’Amman to which
he resorted often was bribery. We have siready seen thet when
Alfonso VI hesitated to play with him s game ofchess on his
own terms, it was the king’s consellors, generously oaid by
Ibn’Ammar, who convinced him to accept the terms of IlbnVAmrosr.
We have also seen that he bribed the aristocracy of | urcia
to buy their allegiance against their ruller Ibn Tahir* he
also bribed the leading men of Cordova and bought their help

against the Banu Jahwar.

The most effective weapon Ibn’Ammar employed was assaain-
ation. He had in his service two cut-throats: Jabir ?nd Hadi
who did not hesitate to carry out their master’s orders. It
was they’{”stabbed the rebel who went against al«4?u|temin b*
Hud. (1) They accompanied him also when he went to Segura to
caoture it in the same way but he and his two men were duped”

He depended so much on their loyalty that he used to nay:

nTf | am broken Jabir (literally Healer) will heal my
broken bone,

Alf I m lost Hadi (Literally Guide) w ill lead my steps
to the right path**(2)

Ibn Bassim tells us that when he released Ibn Tahir, he
gave him a sealed letter to al-Mu’tsmid in which he spoke un-
favourably about Ibn Tahir and induced al-Mtt’tamil to kill him*
Ibn Tahir, suspicious of the contents fofthe letter opened it
eflcL was greatly disturbed to the extent thet he changed his
plans and headed towards IbncAbd al-AzTz of Velencie* He
wrote a strong protest to Ibn’Ammar asking him about the crime

which, in his opinion, deserved the death penalty#(3)
1

Ibn” Ammar was afraid thet Ibn Tahir by the help of al-
lu'tamid might try to force him out of Murcia, so he "eve him
a stab at the back,
(1) Supra p,38 + 3ee elso al-Hulla f* 99»

(2) e o
BOl4 1 . Lil»
(3) al-DhsltM ra rm p. 9



"Por all this, Ibn’Ammar appeared to the petty kings as
the most formidable statesmen and was a menace to their thrones.
This is the reason why they flattered him. Every one thought
that he was too witty to be executed by al-Mu*tamid. Every
one expected him to he restored to his previous position and the
noble men of Cordova and Seville came out to meet him and express
their loyalty to him, when he was in fetters.(1)
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CHAPTER XI.

THE OPINION OF THE ANCIENT CRITICS ABOUT
IBN 1 AMMAR AS A POET

Ibn’ Ammar’'s contemporaries as well as subsequent authors,
thought highly of Ibn’Ammar as a poet* He himself was con-
scious of the Beauty of his lines and he likens them to "the
garden upon which a soft easterly wind Blows", to "A cloth
woven with golden threads", and to "the -fragrant musk".(l)

Al-Mu’tadid expressed his admiration of Ibn’ Ammgr s poetry
in a practical manner. After listening to one of his odes(2),

he was so pleased that he appointed him vizier. (3)

al-Mu’tamid was a great lover of good poetry and above
*11 of the poetry of Ibn’Ammar. In reply to one of his
courtier’s who criticized the poetry of Ibn’Ammar, al-Mu’tamid
said,"You may degrade his character as you w ill, But ©s to his
poetry no-one can find anything faulty," and he refuted the

man’s criticism .(ft)

Ibn’ Ammar’s friends, including the Muluk al-Tawaif and other
outstanding figures of the period who exchanged with Ibn’ Ammsr
messages written in verse expressed their great admiration of
Ibn’ Ammar's poetry and found it very flattering to establish

a literary relation with this poet.

Ibn Bassam says,"His poetry invaded the East and the West,
was carried to Syria and Iraq by the longues of narrators and
mixed with the songs of camel-drivers. He was an unrivalled poet

and unparalleled magician.(5)

Ibn al-Abbar says"lbn’Ammar was the unchallenged poet of
ol-Andalus, but his evil deeds ©eclipsed his good wores. He

indulged in wine drinking and enjoyed committing treason.(6)

1) Poem No. 33~ )
2) It is the above mentioned poem.

53; al-Oiarlda p. 123~
ft) al-Mu?ift p. 127.

(5) al-Hhakhira Il fs 122.
(6) al-Hulla f: 95.
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rAbd al-Wahid soys,” He was one of the great poets who

followed the model of Ibn’Hgni (The al-Mutanabbi of the west)
end he surpassed him in the majority of his compositions. His
diwan enjoys great publicity in al-Andalus. Al my tutors
extrolled him. Some of them comp8red him with al-1 utanabbl
but that rank is beyond his reach. (1)

Many AndalUsian critics believed that he Was the equal of
his contemporary Tbn Zaydun (The slI-Buhturi of the west. )(2)

It is related that when al-H ijsri, author of Kitab al-Mushlb
went to AAbd sI-M alik b. SaTd (The grandfather of*Ali b. Musa -
author of Kitab al-Mup:hrib) he was not allowed to get in.
aI—Ij ijarf took a piece of paper and v/rote to the vizier, "My Lord,
at yoour door stands a man who has come all the way from Silves
with a poem that read3,

fYour fame has directed my steps towards you...’

"1 hope that my Lord would not turn away a man from Silves
with a poem like this.”

Yhen cAbd al-M alik read the message, he exclaimed,” A msn
from Silves, with a poem like this”* This must be Ibn’Ammar

raised from the dead.” Bring him in #H(3)
The feelings of al-Hijari and Abd al-M alik were typical of
those of their compatriots.

j&l-Himyari says that Silves boasts of the fact that Ibn*

Amman belongs to it.(U)

Al-Fath introduces him as Matbu(5)i.e. unaffected and spon-
tanious, an epithet which can be applied to a poet only after

the consideration of the majority of his compositions.

(1) al-Mu’jib p. 111
(2) Wafayat IV p. 52. ; Al-Kharida fs 125# al-Mutrib p. 156.
(3; al-Mughrib Il p. 35.
Nafh al-Tib Il p. 505.
(U) AlI-Rcw<d al-M i'tar; Shilb.
(5) Qalayid p. 86.
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AB 15 natural, many of Ibn’Ammar s poems passed without
occasioning any remarks* Many others*however, were favourably
commented upon*

Abd el-Wahid extols his famous ra-poerr/ lvirhich was addressed
to al-Mu’tadid and adds that that poem contains a beautiful line,
the equal of which he had never read in his life either in an-
cient or modern poetry*(2)

Of the same poem al-Shaquni* says,"It is more widely circu-
lated than a parable and more pleasant to hear than the news
of the arrival of the beloved™"( 3)

fil-lmad speaks highly of the fiery images and beautiful
style and selected rhymes of the dal-poem (also addressed to
al-Mu’tadid)* (U)

One of the poems of Ibn’Arnraer which found great popularity
on account of its beauty is the ha-poem addressed to al-
Mu’tamid.(5)*1ts balssm heals the wounded hearts, and secures
pardon for the gravest of sins,” ssys Ibn’el-Khatib* (6)
Commenting on the seme poemcftbd al-Wahid says," Fad it been
addressed to fate it would have abandoned its cruelty”® I f the
planetary orbits heard it they would have stopped their
rotations. f,(7)

Abu’1 Tahir al-Temimi comments favourably on the same poem!
al-Fath describes the Segura poem addressed to Ibn Hasday as

miraculousCr-**A* ) though it is brief* (d)rbn 3a*id admires
the style of his Satire addressed to al-Mu’'tamid*(”"3)

Ibn Bassata comments on one of his lines as being"sweetly
expressed light, and appealing to the heart*" (11)

To appreciate the opinions of these critics, it would be
helpful to make a brief survey of their criteria™®
11 Poem ho.*33*

V. Nefi*% ?-Tib Il p* 1U1e al-"Imed heard this oo :a recited i
'v Baghd'gd* *He sTsS heard the ha-poem In clr§p(i< iciTaa f: 1237*
U) al-Kherida fs 125« * —

FoemnNto* 11*

5
6 'amal P* 161.

al-?-'urjlib . 125,

al-Hulla ft 101.
t.alayid P* 95*

10) al-i*ughfib 1 p* 390*

(1) al-Dhakhira |i p. 301
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CHAPTER X II.
"THE RHDTMEKT3 OF ANCINBT CRITICISM"
The pioneers of literary criticism Ilike al-Asmai Abu Amr
b. al'Ala*and their adherents, who were philologists by pro-

fession derived their criteria from the characteristics of

pre-lsiamic poetry and were of the conviction that the

Jahilite poets had attained the highest degree of perfection®
Nothing could be regarded as superior to what they had composed”®
Nothing that deviated from their classical method was

acceptable to them* "Linguistic considerations, " says
Nicholson," entered largely into this prejudice* The old
poems were studied as repositories of the pure classical

tongue and were estimated mainly from a grammarian’s stand-
[0)
point./(’1 )V

Ibn Qutayba exposes these critics when he says,"Some of
our learned doctors praised fake verse on the grounds that
its composer was one of the ancients, while denouncing good

poetry because it was composed by one of their contemporaries}"

These critics had no definite values besides their false con-
viction* They did not trust even their own taste* One of them
might praise a certain poem believing that it was composed
by an ancient poet, but on learning that it whe not, he would
not hesitate IN to dismiss it in the most belittling terms*(3)
Abu Amr b* al-Ala used to say," If al-Akhtal were a pre-Islamic

poet, | would not regard any other poet as his superior* "(U)
Al-Akhtal being an Umayyad poet, was regarded as inferior to

all the Jahili poets* “his same critic used to say,"Some of
the modern poets often compose good poetry; that | sometimes

feel a slight temptation to memorize some of it* "(5)
(1) Literary History of the Arabs p* 285"
(2) Tabeqat al-Shufara?p* 5*

(3) A good example for this is the comment of Ibn al-A’rabi on
the poetry of Abu Tammim* See Akhbar Abi Tammam p* 175»

A similar comment is attributed to al-Asmai on the poetry
of Ishaq al-Mawsili. 3ee al-Wasatah p* [i8*
(U) Aghani Vol. VIII : 172.

(5)> AI-Shir ws al-3huara p. 7.
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tith the advance of thought and the defeat of the pro-
Jahilite prejudice,! 1)this primitive school was superseded
and the ’'modern* poets established their reputation and imposed

themselves on their contemporaries# They were judged
according to their own merits, but very strictly#

I|f the poet expresses an idea which has been expressed
before, or even if it bears the slightest resemblance to
a previous composition, people(i.e# critics) will readily
say,” he stole the line of so and so, or he plundered the
expression of this poet or that* whenA?o0et might not have
heard of that line before” It is as if to them co-incidence
of thought is impossible, Afaen the poet discovers# fresh idea
or explores an unknown path his poetry would not be acceptable
unless couched in the sweetest snd most appealing words* "(2)

The noetic diction became smaller. Archaic words went out of
use and words which had been overused by the public were
avoided by the poets. The difficulties that faced the poets
for a while seemed to be unconqgerable* A new way out of this
dilemna was soon discovered." When the modern poets" says
al-durjani,"considered the poetry of the ancient poets, they
discovered that certain lines were more widely reed and
memorised than others for the figures of speech they contained.
They deliberately copied them and stuffed their poetry with
thesS devices." (3)

Thus the school of the’al Badi’'in poetry appeared# C ritics
consider Muslim b. al-WaMd as the founder of this school* H
was followed by Abu Tamrnim who surpassed end eclipsed him and
made himself the centre of attraction* Books were written on
the *al Badi . Discussion circles were held. New standards
were created. A clearly shaped school of criticism emerged”
The old values were challenged. The modern poets found great

support and were triumphant. ,

(1) Nicholson (li.H*A. p. 288) attributes this to ti e Persian
ascendancy resulting from the triumph of the Vbbasid House
that shook the old arrogant belief of the Arabs in the
intellectual supremacy of their race*

(2) al-Wasattt p. #7.

(3) Ibid p. 35.
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Al-Suli says,"The compositions of the poets since the days
of Bashshar is remarkable for the boldness of its conception
and the sim plicity of its diction. The modern ooets conceived
of new ideas and produced original imagery# Their poetry is
greatly admired and has become the topic of discussion in

literary circles.M1)

Ibn Qutaybs was certain that if the modem poets were
judged aesthetically, not philologically nor chronologically,
they would stand a fair chance with the ancient poets#(2)
Al-I'ha* alibi asserts that his contemporaries surpass their

predecessors in tenderness and elegance.(3)

Ibn al-Mu*tazz, the author of Kitab al-Badlj the firs't
book written on the subject, says about Abu Tammam," Thosoever
denounces his poetry which stirs the heart, pleases the soul,
and captures the mind betrays his own ignorance.(4)

The new style was carried to al-Andalue and was very
popular there. |Ibn Shuhayd, one of the outstanding critics
and poets says,*1 Sari el-fthawanl (i.e. Muslim b# al-W alid),
Bashshar b# Burd and Abu Nuwas employed the existing verbal
devices and invented many new ones. Abu Tanruam followed them.
He employed the jinas device to an excess. At present, people
do not like the verse which is devoid.of the ,jins's and other
devices.™(5)

Ibn Baesam, one of the outstanding exponent of the new
school in al-Andalus says,“Excellence in the field of poetry
is not a monopoly of the ancients.... The mo ern poet has much
to be proud of. “(6) He describes the al-badlcas “the back-bone
of poetryeeeethe standard by which its merits are judged, and
through which good poetry is distinguished from *hat is

spurious. "(7)

Akhbar Abi Tammara p. 17b.
al-Shitr wa al-Shifara*p. 6.
Yatlimat al-Dahr | p. 2.
Akhbar Ab'i Tammam p. 17b#
(5) al-BJaakhira i p. 203~
66} Ibid p# 2.

(7; Ibid p. 6.

N NN
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Another Andalusian critic, Ibn SaTd al-Kaghribl, in
appreciation of the sl-Badi says,"The Ancient poets constructed
the body of poetry and the modern poets ornamented it* (1)

A good poet according to the standards of this school
is he who employs the al-badi devices of jinas (assonance and
alliteration), tibaq (antithesis) metaphor, stfcile,per8oniflca-

tion, etc*, in every line in a novel and original manner.

He should be very careful as regards his diction and must
avoid archaic and obsolete words and colloquial expressions
and must captivate his readers by the beauty and strangeness
of his Style* Language was not only a medium of expression

but a source of aesthetic beauty”

He should compose poetry on every theme however trivial
and frivolic it might appear* To these critics no theme was
unpoetic* He should avoid the style of the ancient poets who
weep over the deserted abode of the beloved and describe their
long and tiring journey to their benefactors* The poems need
not be as long and loosely connected as the traditional qgasidas”
One or two lines are enough if the poet succeeds in presenting

a ®imile or a metaphor*

Putting these standards in mind it is not difficult to
see why Ibn’Ammar found universal admiration, why he was com-
pared with the most famous andalusian poets fi*e*, Ibn Hani
and Ibn Zaydun, why his poems are quoted Ynany authors, why
many of his lines are isolateg from their original places and

circulated among the lite ra tt.

Ibn’Ansnbr'3 violation of the moral codes to which Ibn O-t-
refers(2)did not lower his position as eepoet* Moral
standards do nothin the criteria of the school of the al-badi”*
Abu KuwSs who was considered as a moral degenerate was highly
esteemed as a poet*
(1) Unwau al-Murqgisat p* 3.
(2) Supra p*
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"If impiety and heretical ideas should be considered
and the poet be debsed on account of them, it would be

necessary to deprive Abu Nuwas of the title of poet and exclude
his name from books* *(2) It is obvious that the Andalusian

critics paid no attention to the moral defects when the?/judgei r
his poetry*

— — — - —— -
(1) sl-Wasata p* 50~

A modern Irish critic says,«.morality is not the
immediate concern of art as such® The aim of art is not
to make t good thing but a beautiful thin£... And when
he has given the foim of beauty to his work, the artist
as artist, has fulfilled his work*.* No doubt there is much
art, there may even be poetry, that is neither good nor
evil, that is simply beautiful or the reverse”
Steplen.J.Brown? The kealroof Poetry ( Dublin 1921)
p.p. 178 - 179.



CHAPTSR X Il
TH5 POETIC PARSER 09 IBN* AMMAR.

Ibn1Amman's life as a poet is clearly divided into three
periods, each of which complied with a definite period in his
actual life#

The first period began with his earlist endeavours at
making verse and ends with the death of el-Mu'tadid in U61/
1069« In this period Ibn’Axnmar represented the wandering
poet who composed panegyrics for money. Most of his comp-
ositions were poems of praise many of which had been lost,
some of them were destroyed by the poet himself in a later
period ©s a token of gratitude to sI-Mu*tamidl?) Abu'l Tahir

al-Tamimf made a great effort to collect all the poems of
Ibn,Ammar but he did not find anything except the panegyrics
which were addressed to al-Mu'tadid and a few other unimportant

fragments. (2)

4

In these poems, Ibn'/mmaT reaches the climax of his
craftsmanship. He employs a forceful diction in the mariner
of Ibn HOhi and verbal devices in the manner of the school
of Abu Tammam. He incorporates expressions from old poets,
parables and koranie verses.

It Is common among beginners to imitate their famous
predecessors. They start by memorizing their compositions
and try to copy them. So they take 8 long time before they
shake o ff their servile bonds and regain their individuality.

(1) Or so thinks Ibn al-Abbar( See al-Kulla f:ft/)

(2) al-Kullr f:
(al-Ohakhire 11 ft 122)

Ibn Basslan who is less sympathetic with Ibn'Ammar
says that he was ashamed of those poems and was too
laughty to compose poems for money. Bo he destroyed
his earlier panegyrics end abandoned the theme of morh.
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A fter the death of al-Mu’tadld Ibn1Amniars luck changed
for the better® He went back to Seville and joined al-Mu’tamid
who was qgxtremely pleased to have him back again. He led a
carefree life, full of sensual pleasures. His relation with
the new king of Seville who not a formal one. He was his bosom
friend and his boom companion.(1)

There was no plsce for those affected oratorical panegyrics.
They were abandoned in favour of short spontaneous (sometimes

*

improvised) poems.

To this period belong Ibn’Airmar’'s wine songs, his love
poems, his descriptive poems, his ikhwsniyyat and other poems

of a similar nature.

The third period begins with the failure of the Tudmir
campaign and the captivity of Ibn’Ammar in Barcelona. (2) The
luck of Ibn1Ammar began to ebb. His relation with a1-fcTu tamid
was shadowed. The enemies of the poet found an attentive ear
from al-Mu’temid. At last the relation of the poet with his
former friend was severed. After an eventful period the
poet fell in the hand of al-Mu’tamid. He put in chains, thrown
into a cell and then executed.

During this period, Ibn*Ammar’s prevailing sentiment was
one of profound sadness and disappointment. This cast a heavy
shadow on his spirit and was echoed in his poetry. At last
his wicked enemies succeeded in bringing the friendship of
twenty-five years to ashes.(3)

(1) Once, after a long separation al-Mu’tamid wrote to his
wife that he would join her if God willed and if Ibn*

Ammar concented. t . N A N FL -l
Ib n” AmmSr gave his coneprttin one of his poems( No. 37)
(2) Supra p. A

(3) Poem No# 19#
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To this period belong his satires in which he expressed
his contempt and anger with his envious enemies ¢his reproachful
poemstthe poems in which he implored forgiveness, the poems
in which he complained of his loneliness and need for sincere
friends.

The poems of this period appealed to theit readers, not so
much for thetr form as for their sincerity and depth of emotions

They are free from a rtificility and simple in their diction*
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OHArTBR  XIV

THS TF'*ES OF IBN * AMMAN
PANEGYRICS

Ibn’ Aramar composed poems on almost all the traditional
themes# The necessities of life compelled him to start with
the panegyric#(1) Fie extant panegyrics are mainly addressed
to al-Mu’tadid# In them he preserves the form of the tradi-
tional poem# They are generally longer than his other
creations#(2) He usually start© them with an irrelevant
subject like wine or love;(3)then he passes to his main theme,
accumelating all the conventional virtues to his friend,(k)
employing the traditional similes i#e# brave as the lion,
generous as the sea, steadfast as the mountain etc etc#, and
inventing new ones} green as the fore-locks, eloquent as the
sword in battle*

For these poems, he chooses special traditional raetres(namely
tawil and Kamil) and forceful diction very similar to that
of Ibn Hani#(5) Yet in spite of ©11 these obstructions which

repel good taste and natural feelings, no one can read them
without seeing that, for all his false style, Ilbn*Ammar had
laid his fingures on msny a fact and image never before touched

in poetry# The poete before in in describing the sword, liken

(1) Supra p# /$e

(?) Perhans the longest of them all is the one addressed to
al-Mu tadid when the poet was banished at Zaragoza# |Ibn
al-Abbar says that it was in more than ninety lines# Sixty-
four lines are left of this poem# (No# 58)

(3) He does not introduce his panegyrics with the description
of the traditional Journey like Ibn Hant and Ibn DarrdJ#

(U) Here are some of his commonly used words:
* J fJI#I s ljiDUU ¢ J4 (1
* Jly o

(5) Ibn Hani el-Andalusi,one of the outstanding poets during
~ the Ummayyad Cordovan Caliphate employed arachaic and

obsolete words to the extent that he wss regard©d as the

head of a new school. AI-M a'arrl commented on his poetry
saying that it was like a hand-mill grinding horns#
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it to the lightening and the shooting st8r. In contrast to
this he says,

"In war, your sword is an eloquent orator, more so than
Ziyed, the palm of your hand is the pulpit (of this orator).'1"

"hiis he combines a famous proverb jt-%j A
and an innovated image.

No wonder these poems, more than all the other productions
of the poet won the universal admiration of the neo-clsssical
critics.

We should mention here that the ritha , (elegy) which is
usually connected with the panegyric(2) is neither found in
his diwan no”referred to by his biographers. The reason for
this is not clear at ell. It might be that his elegi# are "t

or that he did not compose any elegies.(3)

(1) Poem No. 3&.
(2) They say A2 t h e elegy is the praise of

the dead. Usually court poets excelled in the panegyrics
and the elegy.
(3) Although at the death of al-Mu'tadid he was not in Ueville,

yet one would expect of him to write an elegy on the
deceased king, at least to please al-Mu’tamid.



WINS SONGS

Ibn'Ammar's love of wine, much to the disgust of the
Qlfsqgihs?knew no "bounds* He spent most of his leisure hours
drinking wine in the company of good-looking cup "bearers —
usually ephebes*

. Wine songs are accordingly numerous in his diwan* They
are usually short poems for which he chooses light metres and
gentle words and they do not contain, except rarely any verbal
devices.

When the weather was fine and he fealt like drinking, he
would send one of these poems to a friend or a number of
friends inviting them for a drink* He was a boon-companion of
al-Fatdi with whom he spent one night drinking till the day
dawned, //hen one of his slaves came to remind him that it was
already morning he shouted at him,

fVanish from my sight* AIll my time was morning.

"Because | was in the company of(the sun* ) al-Fath)(l)

He also drank with al-Rashld and likened his palace to
that of Hsrun al-Rashld, Seville to Baghdad, £ind his singer
to Ishsq al-*awsill( 2)* His boon-companions included Ibn
Zaydun (3) and many other famous poets like Ibn Wahbun and Ibn

al-Labbana#

He venerated wine and regarded it as a bride of noble birth
who should not be wedded to a mean man (U). He regarded it as
a tscape from the frivolities of vain men(5). He told al-

Mu'tadid to celebrate his victory against the Berbers by

(1) Poem No. 15*
(2) Foem No. LAt*
(3) Poem No. 1*8.
(U) Poem No. 61*
(5) Poem No* 23
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drinking wine. (1) He boasts thst he was a wine drinker who
at times drank the blood of Ms enemies.(2)

He draws many of Ms images from wine. He likens
apnles tn enlid winat A Tha ewnrd nf al-Mu*tadid hant in hic -
hareffect of a good poem resembles the effect of ancient winé‘.))
effect of a good poem resembles the effect of ancient wini?”
Xn the field of battle, the fighters resembled a company
of wine drinkers, passing round, not the cups, but death,
wMle the swords that looked like strings played to them
deadly music.(6) The poet tells us that he drank the
bitter cup of separation until he was intoxicated beyond

recovery*(8)

- A
1) POM No# °2.
2) Poem No# 31#
3) Poem No# 20*
k) Poem No* 30.
5) Poem No# 61*.
6) Poem No# 57#

7) Poem No* 33.
6) Hereare some of the words we often come across in his

*

verses ~

. o Mo# * 1&U# * J-*rr ¥ 0

. * 1—=jlu ¢ *Uc - ~e<Mr V¥V
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Ibn’ Amrrrar was e xtraordinarily sensitive to human beauty”
It gave him the most profound pleasure to look at a beautiful
female of ephebe*(l) But the effect of beaiity on him wss
short-lived because of his lustful temperament* To him
beauty was a’feast® and not an idol*

In his love poemshe sang of the rosy cheeks, the
beautiful large eyes,the soft foreloeks( IV *)* the
pearl-like teeth, thesoft thin long fingers, the thin
waist, the high hips,the branch-like stature and the round
breasts* (2)

The m ajority of his creations express sensual love. In
only one of his earlier poems(3) do we sense the touch of
real love* In the poem he speaks of the pains of separation,
of paleness, sleeplessness and tears® There is a touch of
mostalgia in the poem and longing for Seville, the home of
the beloved(l1*)* In this poem of twenty-two lines he respects

the word A A (heart) in eight places.

(1) Although the love of ephebes was practiced on a national
scale, yet it was regarded as a vice. Ibn’ Ammar was
criticised for it* Inb al-Binni was compelled to live in
dt3guine for his adventures in this field* Ibn’Ammsr him-
self lamuoons al-Mu*tamid as a *lover of men* who pretends:
to love vomen. An erroneous interperation of one of lbn*
%Tmar*3 lines misled Nyk.(H.A*P*P*XXvi ) to believe that
the love of ephebes did not go beyond kissing and embra-
cing®* He thinks that the relation between Ilbn'Ammgr and
el-Mu*tamid was of that nature.

(2) Here are some of h(i(s favourite words

1
e 0— Jyjiz+ g ¢jli* « 4iJL, (I

¢ h) ¢ “hs rF— ¢ 4)Mi ¢ SI> G

. * tAlw o e JJdhU- e Jhy * C5-
e JAfe jAJU-+ e (4
Sij~Xp * V— Jje&-F Sy *

Poem No* 33*
This suggests that the poem was inspired by the poet’s
love of al-&u*tamid.

N~
Cw
N—
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In one of his single lines(l)he tells his "beloved thst,

if he considers the poet's love as a sin, than the lover will

not repent®

In another line(2)in which he combines praise with
Ahazsl he says that the justice of his patron spread the
sense of security, the wolf made peace with the sHazelle.
The poet imppres his beloved not to get frightened if a
‘wolf'visited him*

He devotes one of his love poems(3) to the description
of a long-necked slave of al-Mu’tarain who was dressed in a
coat of armour* He complains of the cruelty of this ephebe
( a slave who is in reality the master of usall,” whose
heart is as herd as his dress, and the poet expresses his
jealousy of thedave’s master for owning this treasure”

In another poem(k) he describes two Jahwarid beautiful
slaves who accompanied him'one of his journeys®* One had
black hair and the other golden hair* He preferred the
former and conversed with him all the way and commenorated
the happy day with this poem in which he expresses his
admiration for black hair and his indifference to golden
hair* He adds that the Banu Jahwar(who had already lost their
throne) were like the suns that set, leaving behind them
charming colours on the western horizon* Heasserts thst he
won no favour from the beautiful slave mxcept simple conver-
sation”

Aa the people around him knew this weakness of |Ibn* Amman*s,

they used to send their petitions to him with good looking
ephebes and he wotild grant what they d emended*( 3)

{1}" No* 7~
(2) No* o~
(3) No* 2uU*
(U) No* 71.
(5) See poem No* 26*
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The poems in which the poet expresses his love for women
are few in number and are lifeless*™ In one of them he addresses
a slave girl called J— ««, he starts every line with one of

letters that make the name of the girl*01)

Many of Ihn’Ammar s images are drawn from human beauty®
A beautiful poem resembles a beautiful maiden, with long sweet-
smelling hair, beautiful lips and a long neck wearing a neck-

lace™* (2) Fears resemble breasts and apples look like cheeks”

The sun appears and disappears behind the clouds like a beauti-
ful slave girl veiling end unveiling before purchasers* (3)

The garden is like a beautiful maiden dressed in a colourful
frock of roses with a necklace of dew-drops, or like a beauti-
ful ephebe v/ith rosy cheeks and greenish fore-locks*(U) The
verses of al-Muftasim resemble a necklace of bright pearls on
the neck of a bride(5) Apples resemble the cheeks of an eohebe,
and pomegranates the breasts of a maiden*(6)

(1) Poem No* 48*
Al-Mu* tamid has 8 similar poem, the key letters of which
make the name of | ’timad (his wife)* See the Diwan of
al-Mu*tamid p*J\

2) Poem No* 18~
3" Poem No* 28*
U) Poem No* 33~
5) Poem No* UG6*
6) Poem No* 20
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SATIRS3

Ibn’Ammar wee not essentially a satirist. He lacked that
attitude of mind which created a satirist out of a poet like

*

Ibn al-Rumi i*e .,sarcasm. His satires, though few, were
venomous and do not win for him the sympathy and admiration
of his readers. He does not redicule his victims in the
pleasant manner of Ilbn al-*umi but insults and threatens them
with destruction in the manner of al-Mutanabbi. In his
panegyrics addressed to al-Mu’tadid he includes the lampoon
of the king1© enemies and describes them as heb5/letic89 Jews

and Kharijitcs( 1) and expresses his delight at their defeat

and urges the king to destroy their remnants.

He also lampooned the Banudbd al-Aziz and threatened them
with fire and sword and induced their subjects, the Valencisns,

to rise against them and get rid of their ominous regime.(2)

He lampooned the people of Zaragoza( 3) who blaned him for
his self-indulgence;and told them that he loathed them and

sought to avoid their company by resorting to wine.

He satirized his enemies who worked for his downfall and

revealed their dishonesty.(h)

In a poem of two lines he expresses his hatred for the
name of al-An&alue because of the empty titles of Mu’tadid
and Hu’ tamid which reminds him of the cat that copies the
lion.(5) In another couplet (6 )he ridicules a bad singer who

sang for him while he was drinking wine and tells him that
his bad singing is the the procured punishment inflicted upon

him for wine-drinking.
The most famous of all Ibn* Amniar’s satires, however, is
that with which he addressed al-Mu'tamid and to which reference

had already been made.(?)
') Pomes Nob. 331t22,30.

) Poem No. 31*

) Poem No. 23*

) Poems. Nos. 11,12,18.
5) Poems No. 17.

o) Poems No* 52.
(7) Supra p. 3X»
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BOASTFUL VaRSBS ( FAXHR )

The Diwan of lbn'Araner contelns a few instances in which
the poethPoasts of his talents. In one of his poems he says,

"I am Ibn’A»ai»r ¢ ho one can underrate me except him
who underrates the and the moon*

"ky tongue and my intelect are the treasures of rare
jems* They are like the how and the string that send the
arrow (that does not miss the target)

flf you find me behind my equals, you should not wonder*®

The cream of books is always reserved for the last chapter??**

In the poem which he addressed to the Valencians inciting
them against the Banu cAAbd al-Aziz(2) he boasts of himself as
the brave warrior of the Banu Ammar, a man who combines
cruelty and leniency, who does not sleep even if the stars
do, who had worn the garments of glory since he was a baby,
who sometimes drinks wine and sometimes drinks the blood
of his ememies* He tells them openly that he deserves to
rule them, more than the Banu <ftod al-£ziz*

VL.

On learning that the Zaragozans had criticised him for
indulging himself in drinking wine and describing him as a
vain man he asked themf

Who, beside myself, had hed powerful armies to
the battle field?

H Who,, beside myself, had given much to the poor
and needy and was not stingy with his mo*Bey?*($)

) Poem No*-.36*

; Supra p. 31.

) Poem No* 23* Apparently Ibn’Ammar was as generous as
he claims to be. Abu Isa b* Labbun, one of his powerful
friends says that his generosity reminds him of Hatim*
(See footnote on poem No* 18.)

NN N
WN -
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When he learned that some of the Vuluk aI—T#awaif had
sent their agents to the Lord of Segura to buy lbn*Ammar
from him, the poet said,

"I find myself in the market exposed for sale 1

"By Ood, he who buys me for all his money w ill not be
the loser. nt

In many of his ikhwaniyyat he boasts of his honesty, truth-
fulness, readiness to extend a hand of friendship even to
ungrateful people. (O In one of these poems he says to
al-Mu* tamid,

*|If I fail to thank you with a sincere heart

t May | be deprived of my faith and noble birth. w(2)
In many of his panegyrics he boasts of the beauty of his

verses.

(1) See, for example poem No. 18*

(2) Poem No» 19*
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Ty*VANIYYAT *

In spite of his restless desire for power, Ibn'Amnrsr
contrived to retain a natural sweetness in his dealings
with his fellow-men which has left many happy memories*
Unlike his great contemporary lhn Zaydun rlid not write
ir)p?0se* His messages to his friends were written in
verse. Hany of such poems were superficial and worthless*
A few of them, however ©re first class poems especially
those poems in which he expressed his hope in the continua-
tion of friendship as a security against enemies; or in
which he apologized to a friend for an actual or alleged
mistake, or in which he expressed his gratitude for a

favour extended to him* (1)

Sometimes he writes first, sometimes his poems are
replies to other poems which he had received. On such
an occasion he has no option 8hout his metre and his rhymes”*
His reply should he made in the same metre and rhyme. |t
was his custom to praise the poem to which he was replying,
pretending that it wss like a gerden, a beautiful ephebe or
maiden, ancient wine, stars®magic, a necklace of precious

jems or perfume.

* Literally t brotherly poems.
(1) Here are some of his common words:

fl e liil * J1 0

. JLAF ¢ J-JS - * Jyi *
JJ .,
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The themes of these poems vary from e simple invitation
to drink to © combination of sentiments. He apologized,
offered thanks, reproached, praised or(l)asked for © favour
in these poems. The most popular of these poems is the ha-
poem which he sent from his prison in Seville in which he
combined apology with hope and praise of al-Mu*tamid and the
lampooning of his own enemies. His style end meaning in this
poem reached a high level of excellenee. Nowhere else had
he exhibited this degree of craftsmanship.

Lisan ©I-BIn b. Al-J£hatib who read this poem more than
three centuries later expressed astonishment at the failure
of this poem to secure forgiveness for the poet and blamed
©l-Mu’tamid for his cruelty.”2) A similar remark was made

by Abu Bakr b. °Atiyah.(3)

(1) Although some of these poems contained praise we could
not include them among this panegyrics,because they donot
resemble the traditional panegyric (&adh) in form and
spirit. They were free from that sense of veneration
with which the poet regarded al-Mu’tadid. The poet in
these poems is addressing equaly rather than superiors.

(2) A’'mal © A*lam p.|6",
(3) ‘o/.
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NATURE IN TBWI"MARt3 POETRY.

IbntAmmar> we are told, loved to stroll along the banks

of luadAlquivir and s >en& long hour in the Silver Meadow*

But he did not impelate his personality at the shrine
of nature# His appreciation was mainly senstta& and aesthetic,
serving to supply the poet with some of the fanciful
m aterial of Ms art, for use in the more buoyant moments of
his muse* He loved to drink wine while surrounded by beauti-

ful natural scenery”

HeOdoes not devote any complete poem to the description of
a natural scene; but we seldom find a poem in his diwan which
is devoid of imaged drawn from nature* He feels gratitude
creeping inside him like water in the green branch. (1) The
The wrath of sI-Mu’tamid blows on Mm like not winds, but
he cries Thow wonderful is this soft breath.* A friendly
smile from al-&u* tesim is like a cloud that pours rain in
the time of drought*(2) Gratitude resembles a garden adorned
with the flowers of friendsMp.(3) Kind words resemble the
whisperingbreath. *6) al-Mu*tadid*s horsement look like a
necklace of pearls round the neck of the mountain.(5)a favour
extended by ©I-Mu'tadid to the poet, resembles the dew-drops
on the hetals of the rose.(6)The heads of the enemies of

al-tftt*tadld on the king1a lance resemble fruits on branch.(7)

) Poem No* 3*

} Poem No* 6*

) Poem No* 18~
) Poem No* 19*
) Poem No* 22.
) Poem No* 22*
; Poem No. 33*
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He borrows the names of flowers and fruits for the
limbs of his beloved. Cheeks resemble roses and apples™®
breasts resemble pomerranates and plums, eyes resemble

Aarcirsus etc*.etc* (1)

Here and there we find in the diwan of Ibn’Aznmar ¢ more
detailed picture*(£) His vivid description of the mountain
of Segura' 3) tn he is however, his greatest achievement

in thi3 field” Ke says in this poem which was addressed to

Ibn Hasday:

"Help your friend even with a poem,
"That reviyas his spirit as the dew revivesthe
sleepy flowers*™
"His riding camels had carried him far, where there is

no desert nor sea.

"All his companions had fallen down one by one: Asleep with-
out sleep: drunk with no wine*”

"Along mountain paths that led to a barren crest which had
seen no raih before*

n A crest which is very high* |t resembles the ladder
which the geniis climbed to reach Lyra*®

A horrifying crest upon which one can not trust his
vision# Even the full moon looks like a ghost*

A castle is built thetfet*pon,neighbouring the eagles
and stars”

A powerful castle, dressed in a gown of dignity, which
inspires awe because of its height and haughtiness*®

"Its hand grasps the reins of the wind and drives its
o ere are sSome 0OI M8 popular woras:
o

(W’uﬂ‘r. L‘)—Mt}.«a. CL’i.uA.?-JJ' u’),. )’—J. fbj. &0 f:. L‘)‘M‘.. J""" Ot‘LH° 231_1{’»—‘\;25) (‘

AN Ju e J V *g**
.- 1% * tjj—9* IfmiO*
o IW * *j_**** <J*- |-jsAtu*JL'(d*u,<8(J
P el |

2) Poems Nos* 57,58,28*
3) Poem No* 29*
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IBN’ AMMAR’S POETRY AS A SOTOOS OF
IN*"HMATION.

The historian who studies the age of the IFuluk el-
Tewaif finds some useful hints in the poetry of Ibn*Amerf

The poet, as we have Been, had connection with many of

the outstanding figures of his age and addressed sore of

his poems to some of them. He mentions a few of hio out-
standing acquaintances and friends by name, like al-*u’te4id
‘Abbad, his son al-&u’tamid whom he calls al-Muayyad, Vnpammad
and Abu’l Lasim, He mentions the letter’s wife al-Huroaykiya,
and his sons al-Rashid, al-Fath al-Mamun, and al-ladi.

Of the petty kinga he mentions IbncAbd al-Aziz the'pale’
king of Valencia, Ibn Tahir the ’'sarcastic ominous’king of
Murcia, the Banu Jahwar the setting suns',Bsdis of >r*anoda
"the thirsty bird with a broken wing’, lbn Ishaq of Carmona
"the leader of gazelles in the den of the lion’, al-lu’tasim
of Almeria and his father Ma n b, Sutnadih, Of the other out-
standing men he mention Abu'l Walid (b. Saydun), Abu’l Hasaifl
(b. llyas), Ahu Jafar b. Jurj and Adud al-Dawla.

Of the capitals of the Muluk al-Tawaif he mentions Seville
(Hims), Almeria, Carmona,( O silves, Qranada, Valencia, Olives

and Segura, Re also mentions Yawmin’ the mother of all

villages’'(2)from which the Banu Abbad emegrated to Seville,

(1) Ibn’Ammsr’'s lines oiru Carmona were quoted by Yaqut in
Mu jano al-Buld£h(QAMUHaJ although wrongly attribued

to Ibn Sera,

(2) Subsequent historians quoted Ibn'Aninar’s line which
contained the?naroe of the village when they spoke of
the origin o fABanu AAbbod.

(3) For full details see the index of proper names.
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Prom the poetry of Ibn*Ammar one may learn a little
about the society in Muslim Spain in the 5th century#
People used to send rich presents to their kings on festive
occasions# Prisioners were allowed to correspond with
their friends# Music, singing, dancing and wine drinking
was practiced publicly in the southern parts of Muslim
Spain while in the areas which bordered the Christians,
people shunned these luxuries and were religious and tough
and were always on the alert. They did not tolerate any
sort of impiety and softness.(1)

Presents and petitions were sent with good looking youths#
The most popular kinds of presents were wine, flowers and
fruits# The Andalusians were not ashamed of practising all
kinds of professions and trades# No one looked down upon
another on account of his trade# Yahia the butcher and lbn
Jani, the dyer, who were both poets were Ibn1Ammar'8 friends#

Ibn* Ammar has also recorded in his poetry some of the im-
portant events which happened during his life-tim e like the
victory of al-Mu’tadid against the Berber, his acquisition
of Carmona and the retirement of Ibn Tahir to Valencia after
he surrendered his throne of Murcia to Ibn’Ammar#

(i) Ibn’Ammar loathed them and described their country as
fthe land of the a”?jim 1 or non-Arabs# See poem No# S&.
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CHAPTER XV

THE D I'VAH OF IBWAIfIfICR

We do not know whether Ibn'Aramar had collected all his
poems in one volume or not# |Ibn Bassam and |Ilbn al-Abbar's
statement that ibnVAniaar had destroyed all his panegyrics
which were not addressed to al-Mu’'tadid as a token of grat-

itude to al-Mu1tamid( 1) suggests that those poems were

written and preserved till they were destroyed. This also
suggests that other poems were written and preserved by

the poet himself. Ibn al-Abbar also tells us that Abu’l
Tahir al-Tamlmi took upon himself to collect the poetry of
Ibn’ AmmSr in one volume and spared no effort in this and
found that all the panegyrics which were addressed to other
men beside al-Mu’taAld were completely lost. (2)

Apparently Ibn’Anmar borrowed the old poems and adapted
them to subsequent occasions. We find one of his old poems

addressed to Ibn Zgydun corrupted at a later date and
addressed to al-Mu*tamid* (3)

A similar practice was followed by Ibn Zaydun. He had
employed a certain elegy on three different occasions after
making the necessary changes, for which practice he incurred
the mockery of Ibn Bassam who likens the poem to the grave
in which many people had been buried, quoting the simile of
Abu’l*Ala al-Ma’arij-

D AR S— _

Supra p .£7-

al-Hulls p. 95#
See’poems Nos. 3#Uf 5%
al-Dhakhira i p. 369.

l-\/\/\’-\
=
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Kltab 8l~*hakhjra* however, we find a long poem (I)
addressed to Ibn Zaydun which apparently survived the poet’'s
destruction of some of his poems* And probably escaped Abu’l
Tahir al-failrai, for he does not refer to it as an exception.
Ibn al-Abbar who read the collection of Abu’l Jahir el-Tamimi
found two poems which escaped Abu’l jjahir, so he copied them

in his copy of the collection of Abu'l Tahir. (2)

Ibn Bassam selected a number of Ibn’Ammsr's poems and *A
gave them the title of Nukhbat al-lkhtlyar fi Ash’ar Ibn’ Ammar*

Another collection of the poetry of Ibn’Ammer was made by Ibn
Bashrun al-Mahdi entitled al-Mukhtar min Sh’lr lbn* Ammar* (
Another collection with explanatory comments was compiled by

Ibn Qasim of &ilves, entitled Piwan Ibn* Ammar* (5)

cAbd al-Wahid tells us that when hewent to al-Andalus, he
found the Pi'wan of Ibn’Amrrar in wide circulation*?) He does

not say that he saw this copy of the diwan, neither does he

give the name of the conpiler of this copy.

Ibn Dihyeh who quotes in his anthology of Andalusian
poetry a few examples of Ibn’Ammgr*s poetry, tells us that
this poets verses are numerous and recorded( * )

and that he is only giving some of the choice poems.(7)

None of these collections, as far as we can tell is extant”*

Poem No. 5U.

A1-Hulla f. 101+

The'poems in question are Nos. and 36.
al-Aulla f. 98.

al-dCharTde f. 127.

al-Hulla f. 9U.

al-Mu’jib p.111.

al-Mutrib p. 161.

A~~~
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The appended collection of Ibn'Amniar's poems comprises
over six hundred lines, in seventy-six poems and fragment's
varying in “en”thbetween one line and sixty-four lines.

They have been extracted from a number of sources, many of
which are s till in manuscript form, e.g. al-Dhakhire pert II,
al-Hulla and al-Kharidah. Consequently a large part of lbn
fAmmar's poetry has been, so far, out of circulation.
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LIATT 0? WCRK3 BY CTRCPKAK AITTHORS.

The Arab Civilisation* By Joseph H ell.(Translated into
English by Khuda Bukhash) Cambridge 1926*
Arabic Literature. By H*A.B. Gibb. London 1923.
Arabic Spain* By Bernard and Ellen M. Whishaw# London 1912*
The Cid Campeador® By H. Butler Clerk* New Yoriz 1397*
Comparative Tables of Muhammadan and Christian T>ates.
By Wolseley Haig* London 1932*
Ferdinand and Isabells (in 3 vols*) By W.H. Prescott*
London 18U1*
Hispsno-Arabic Poetry* By R.A. Nykl. Baltimore 19U6#
Historia de la Literature Arabigo - Espanola.
By A. Gonc&lez Pelaencis* Barcelona 19U5#
A History of Arabic Literature* By Clement Huart.
( An English Translation ) London 1903#
A Literary History of the Arabs* By R.A* Nicholson.
Cambridge 1930*
The Foors in Spain* By Stanley Lene-Foole* London 1888.
Poetic Interpretation of Nature. By J*C* Shairp*
Edinburgh 1877#
The Realm of Poetry* By S.J* Brown*Bublin 1921#
Spain. By H.E. Watts. London 191U*
Spanish Islam* By R0 Dozy. Translated into English
By P.O. Stokes. London 1913#

A study of Poetry. By Bliss Perry. London 1921.

Notet
For the Arabic references and those translated

into Arabic see the end of the Arabic Text#
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