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Abstract "4 M, o 33

Aim: To evaluate the use of radiography and apex-locators by general™ g
dental practitioners in Iran.

Materials and methods: Three hundred and ninety one general dental
practitioners(GDPs) attending 53th Iranian Dental Association completed a
questionnaire. Participants were asked to consider demographic variables
and answer the questions on the use of radiography and apex-locators
during the various stages of root canal treatment. The collected data were
entered into SPSS 15 (SPSS: IBM. Chicago, Ill, USA) for Windows and
was analyzed using chi-squared test at the P < 0.05 level of significance.
The results were then calculated as frequencies and percentages.

Results: Pre-operative radiograph was always used by 53.2% of the
respondents. However, only 36.8% routinely took immediate post-
operative radiographs. More than half of the dentists reported using
radiographs as the only method for establishing working length. 30.4% of
the practitioners were using the combined approach of a working-length
radiograph and an apex-locator during root canal therapy of a sin gle-rooted

tooth while, 38.9% used this method in multi-rooted teeth. Only 32.2% of
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the dentists utilize the parallel technique for pre-operative and follow-up
images. Approximately half of the respondents wouldn’t order follow up

radiograph after root canal treatment.

Conclusion: Radiography continues to be the most common method used
in determining the working-length. There was a reticence amongst the
participants to take post-treatment radiographs, to use the paralleling

technique of intraoral radiography and to adopt electronic apex-locators.

Key words: radiography, apex-locators, apical limit, follow-up, endodontic

treatment, [ranian dentists.
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