Saul Pett

By Arthur B. Pine

le entangling red tape, treats
serious style and enjoys people
sensitive and whimsi-

Saul Pets heart beats out about 58 words a min-  Sound, avoids.
ute. Since he left_the University of Missouri after life in a sardo
receiving his B.J. in 1940, Pett has written his way  He is understa
to the top of the Asociated Press newsfeatures s, - al. Alter yowve spoken © Saul Pet for o
And today, “By Saul Pett” is one of the most respected

bestknown ph
“Heart” is Pett’s trademark. He's

terviewed every-  school, in Passaic, N.
kT

one [rom a bum near a Bowery flophouse to the d a hard time getting on the high school
President of the Unite he's waveled to the  paper.” he says, remembering. his fst few trics at
most_ exotic corners of the o] o g dhy Gz S i breal

g
iting the smallest  ing the editor. She started me on wri
towns. Above all, Pett can mal ne story about  worked up to having by first byline—on 1 gossip
a traffic accident sound like a heartrending drama—  column. But we broke up the year I graduated and 1
not melodramatic, but awfully huma ot icked of e paper”

And that's what S; Cis: awfully Vhen he ed from high school in 1935,
bites his fingerna g in Long Tt ool B R T v £ o where 0 go or

g about the pla
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Saul Pett «

how to start. The depression had tightened family
finances and choked off Pew's plans for college.
wi guy 1o do then? Pett had no answer

For the next b
the busy gnd Str

year, Pett rode a bicycle through
in nearby New York City
delivery boy G e
says. By chance, he went back 1o his old high school
t0 see whether things had changed much. *T saw
old English teacher,” he says, wiyly, “and she sug
gested with an historic inaccuracy, “Saul, Why, you
could be another Walter Lippmannt” Then, she told
me that the University of Missouri had the world's
bast School of Journalism—and what was more, she
thought 1 could get a parttime job there while 1
went 10 school
“Bu

I couldn't go without some assurance of
job,” Pett says. “So essed a letter: “To the
Wife of the Mayor, Columbia, Mo, 1 didn't even
know whether Columbia, Mo, had a mayor: but 1

wried anyway.
back

About two weeks later 1 got a letter
The mayor's wife had found a job for me,

firing furnaces for the woman next door: Mrs. Emmett
Hook, at 5 Watson Place. The job was to pay $7
month—a room job. I took it right and Mrs

Hook became my guardian angel for the next four

tng off the bus fun New Yok in Jancary
ett was a very scared freshman. He wa

in what people back home had called the W

Missouri and he had no friends

But h

lone
ds o
money or confidence.
furnace; somehow, the

could fire Mrs. Hook's

ather atuibutes came along rather quickly.
“My fist Jove?” Pet s, “would have been 1 b
in the theater. But acting then was rated

as most |nphum al. Journalism was rated the second
worst. So, being featless, 1 took Journalism. But 1
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ys in the contests a
Eventually he was elected 1o Purple Mask dramatic
honor socicty. His memories of dramatics at the Uni
versity are comical

had a short

d won.

Ve e of leading men. e was @
fella named Dave Speer—a matinee idol on campus
You went to him with a seript the way a Hollywood
director would go to Cary Grant. T tried mine and he
agreed 10 do it. At the last minute, though, he
changed his mind, so I had to play the lead. The
play didn’t win—that was my first injustice!” he says,
sardonic

For |s.m.ux students, the old Givan's restaus
the co Ninth

d Elm was the accepted hang:

out. Pett was o one to violate tradition, and was
frequent customer at Givan’s In fact, he was (b
cxeator of a tradition himself: The TGIF (Thank

Go 11 Frday) Club. “We wanted to start another
nd call it the Oh, Hell, 1ts Monday
(go over 100 el
. Pett recalls, everyone o sit
bout what he was going to do after
The consensus then was that no one would
work for less than S50 big money
then

At the Universty, Ptt showed. no hope of kecping
his salary promise. “I wasn't_notcd much

ys. 1 was .Ngmu o

so often I used to
k 10 school. We'd go
I, lights flash

the police be
persuade the cops to drive me
driveway near Neff H

Sharp and Morelock (still teaching at

Continued on page 36




Saul Pett it ton e 5

Journalism) and Mr. Swilt, who were standin
press room waiting for the paper 1o roll. 1t was very

in the

I guess 1 was an aboveaserage student who som
ged 1 get belowaverage
nuisance 1o my superiors, | think. On
1 Lused (o try to liven it up.
i

e
At odd jobs. Later, in
his senior year, he got a job as a stringer (part-time
reporter) for the now-merged fonal News
gy eackind e 1 vie for

ou used to hav
 incumbent INS stringer was
a sen ,1. ul Christman sed 1o play football
for M. U. I wined him and dined him all semester,
and when he It 1 got i job 1 was good exper

the job,”

"When he wasn' orkig, Pt sometines b e
On 1

0 go ou one dull e led and
said there was 10 be a dance at the AEPhi sorority
howe: Pa fnfhall fring. M. Hooks hamace

iged his shirt and went out d
an Education major from u.m .,
Green. “Three dances and s later she became
Mrs. Saul Pett.

During his undergradu the School of
et met another very important lady
% |||.m.|gm;, editor of Cosmopolitan

). ¢ b speak during the al
A Wek. Pet was igned a5 her student
1 about four other st “convinced
her the presidents reception that night would be &
big bore. We invited her 10 a |
staging at a restaurant on Highy
the party, I remember shouting, ‘N
you for less than Szoo a week'—1 don't remember
much else. But a week later, she sent me letters of in
toduction (© several newspapermen in New York.
And when I gradu found a ,r.» ily—as @
copy boy for the New York Daily News.” Salary: $15
week, the envy of Peir’s clasm:

After six month, Rtz 1 eThe umitant ity
editor now and ould let me write small news
storics, although I wasn't supposed to. Then one day,
Tiodly Gl i ted: Saribm b Gl
and copy boys and a Boston sides. found out
writing and ordered me to stop. Suddenly T
lost_interest and sloughed off. In those days writers
were pampered. When they sent you out for colfee,

Frances Whit
ine in

Jor
host. Pett nts

they gave you a list of the kind of delicacies they
mcdRan g @ 0 cTp \n\uu,.l\lmnl
nt on When they did. I played

e pinball Rl lh(n o » i 1 e e for
an.,v quote: 1 ve and unintelligent.”

e s TsoTo(Gingand
T i (5 L T (T 1
s saved;

i ing
etroit News Bureau, Would

1 work as a reporter for Sz week?

where they were married.

i (1 Dby B 10
in Chicago, still with INS.
Pert wanted to be a war correspondent

& his war
sumimer of 143, Pett b
gotten his shois for typhoid, tet
and was adjusting his corresponde
the U. S, dropped the b and
S0 Peil siayed In New York with [\\
He looks back on his days with INS—before
ancial rouble necessitated its merger with the old
United Press—with fondness. 1 had 2 great affectio
for INS.” he eing undermanned led
wd ot heroic efforts from its s
iL” Pett wrote the first INS v
But although he loved it,
just once—and quit. “1 go
show of defiance,” he says. 1
| proceeded o show my independence.
ok 1o the office

signments. Finally
he his muhmm

Kept postpon

in the
He had
b et al
x.'.u..y pin, when

¢ war ended

says.

I loved
lio column in 19,6,

Pett grew exasper
d and left with

 down t0 a Third

Avenue bar

Then 1 remembered 1 had 1o g

had forgotten my coat. It ruined everything.

Pet ot 2 job with the
basis

but not ruined,
tempor
s late

Deflated,
ted
stuck: even today,
the job is pe

While wor

Asse Press

1y 1o one has \,u g
nt.
g for AP, Peut |

s interviewed Doug-
las MacArthur, James C. Petrillo, Bernard Goldfine,
Archie Moore, Frank Lloy hi, Alger Hiss,
Jimmy Hoffa, the Fords, Walter Reuther, the Rocke-
Salk, bums, phoneys, rich men, poor
L W chorus

This past year he traveled almost 50,000 miles
Africa he fore

After six weeks

around the world
warned the AP
South South Ferry
Ol South. His stories included timing how
long it would take to ride the complete New York
subuay system, profiling high society in Newport

e South Pole,

i as beloved as his warm, s hitting writing.
award for his cover
wccident in ~|u-||m.m 1L, in which eight
cenagers we

e needle on the seismograph
has begun to quiver. . . . n this Ol South bastion of
genteel manners and high breeding, groups of s
. heckling wor matized anew the s
ing conflict over school integration.

he's a_flameles
es heat without getting warm
didate who ‘.,.m»l...“

1Is squeal
others with
am and

n—even
s and gu-mmml.m A
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row Kisses, Men shout, “Go get em, Jack!” as if this
were a young Richard heading out on a new cru
sade

On the Great Debates: “About 3 thid of the oy

hrough the fourth “great deba dog ot up
) TR ] o P o e

On Kenya: “We
the beautiful wh

drove up toward the .qu.,.m ©
ighland of Kenya, where nature

hij

put wine in the air and man added vinegar” (Cour
tesy ‘The Associated Presy).
To his talent and modesty, Pett has added the re

striction of taking pride only in a good job. He kecps
exhaustive notes, \unu\]nul wd prinfully. “I'm a
bleeder,” he s ore than anybody wh

AT i Ty
When Pett_goes off on an ent, Leanore
ally s understanding. *But et ecting e oo
about it all the time,” he says. “On the

Antarctic for three mo
Gosh, how'm I gonna break the news

o S NI ) et . 5 GAEeS
Cynihia Lowry (AP television columnist) said 1
should call Leanore first and break the news. 1 did

1 came home to find Leanore in the kitchen
ting on a high stool, crying and looking out the win
dow. She said, “Well, T guess I'm supposed 0 be a
good sport about this: 1 guess I'm supposed 10 say
I'm very happy for you—but I guess I'm not

fome, for Sau Hpor g on i sub-
i Long Island i, Gy B vs comically, is
‘a go-year-old Early Peruvian de e with
livingroom. 1t looks like something out of
Boulevard.”

Sunset

is guarded by a lage,

||u sunken livingroo
am “A told us the dog

lovatle dog racsed Sany
)
B 503 o
Island.”

The Petts wanted a son, but three daughiers
When he's home, Pett gets a chance o play with hi
yearold daughter, Sukic (for Susin) and talk over
v(lmul problems with his 15year-old Kathy and his

Amy, 18. Amy, who attends Goddard
Plainfield, Vi, also has a talent for writ-
much better than 1 was at ber age,” her

 the only pregnant S on Long

down her nase at. the newspaper busines, but U
doesn't bother me—it ¢
the business better.”

e to try 1o make

just graying a little, Pett has bee
making the business better.” His fluent wit
and y as a phrasemaker have charmed AP
readers as much as his personable manner and writ
ing talent de his coworkers fast friends.

One of them is AP Columnist Hal Boy
graduate of the University's School of Journalism.
The twe often rerinisce about their collige days, al-
though cach was at a different time.

“Reporting seemed glamorous then,” Pett says. “It
was the most exciting thing in the world. 1 is, now,
many ways. But its also hard, hard work. 1 have

o more confidence now than 1 did in the news room
at Missous

Petts desk, filled with old Chr
dheater tickets, unanswe
flush up against Boyle's desk. Often, Boyle's foot-high
pile of letters and papers overflows onto Pett’s desk
Although the two are good friends, Pett s
line drawn’ somewhere. And so,
edge of Boyle's desk is a large sign: BOYL
HERE. And he does

L pfiacl cxihete Ricn) Bypasan
best friends. Boyle calls Pet of the most gifted
people I ever met.” Pett, o st thoroug|
reporter. He's wonderful compiny; working wi

1y ple

mas cards, unused
ed letters and iter, is

=

Kinduy brightens your
money from him,” Boy
i o ety G
poninglcompreiciuvel s a o it
all,” says P

being”

re 1o borrow

ove
eckuva nice human

- Tigers 3-3 in Big Eight
Despite a ragged start in basket 960
(z10). the n rougit brighter days for the
Figers Alter s coference amesin 19, he e
stood 4 wins and 4 losses for grd place in the Big 8.
The Tigers st Frioah s play by dropy
vond games o Towa Statc and Nebraska, tcams that
¢ Big Eight Tournament.
straight losses on the
h nifty wins over Okla-

ma State and Oklahoma. A tough loss in a retun
O ) O o (o S (]
this briel winning steak; but the

igers came
with their best_effort of the season in_their
ool amingGaIL eing ooy apwinfoveriColoradat
Columbia 10 offset a 20 point_pasting by the Buffs

as already edipsed Norm Stewar car
record of 1,112 points and now threatens Bob

ttal of 1,188 points. Henke necds
nts per game for the last eight to rewrite
all the books.

Sporadic help has come from Joe Scott, wh
sporting a 16-point per game average but who has
pitere] rom the same viciss
Scott’ ring of
gence ot b
in the last few games.

still ahead, though, are four tough ones with K.U.

KState, the loop's coleaders. 1t will ke con
] Gl o o G o
from home to keep Sparky’s crew in conter

and the sudden emer
have made the difference




