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Tele-presence and Using Media in Higher Education '

Satoshi ODAWARA
Abstract

Because of the rapid development of various information technologies, we
have had little time for careful consideration of how these new technologies can
change our personal lives, political system, society and culture. The same thing ap-
plies to higher education and the media: we adopt them “without preparation” .

History tells us that the development of new media always depends not only
on technological factors, but also on “people’s expectations” and “people’s criti-
cism” . We must also give sufficient weight to criticisms concerning the use of the
new media in higher education.

Another point requiring consideration is the difference between technological
factors and user’s sense (mode of communication). Users will choose those media
through which they can feel the “tele-presence” of other people, even if the media
is technologically inferior to another type. “Tele-presence” is a very important fac-

tor in thinking and using new media.
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