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A Summary of Trends in Curriculums of Lower Secondary Schools
—from the Standpoint of Integrated Study, Elective Study
and Information Study—

Toshiyuki MIZUKOSHI, Kosuke TERASHIMA, Tadashi INAGAKI,
Yu NAKAHASHI, Nobuaki SAKAI, Go TAKAHASHI,
Naoko DEGUCHI, Tsutomu MIWA

Abstract

This paper discusses the major findings in lower secondary schools’ curriculum
development for the national curriculum standards reform, which will start from 2002 in
Japan. The Japanese Ministry of Education will revise the course of study for secondary
schools as well as for elementary schools by introducing topics such as “Period for Integrated
Study (Sogotekina-gakushu no jikan)” and Information Study. It is pointed out, however, that
most lower secondary schools have not prepared well for the new course of study compared
with elementary schools. Therefore, we did this research to find out what preparations for the
new course of study have currently been done in lower secondary schools.

The purpose of our research is to summarize the preparations for the new course of study
that have been made in lower secondary schools. We asked 55 lower secondary schools
throughout Japan to send us their case study reports or publications. We generalized the
current trend of preparations for the new course of study in lower secondary schools by
examining the following 5 categories® 1. Integrated Study, 2. Elective Subjects, 3. Information

Study, 4. Team Teaching, 5. Compulsory Subjects.
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